Office of National Drug Control Policy

Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse

Seattle, Washington

Profile of Drug Indicators

February 2007

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse staff compiled this profile by using the most recent data
available from open sources. The data presented are as accurate as the sources from which they were drawn.
The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare States or jurisdictions, due
to differences in data collection and reporting methods.




Seattle, Washington

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding,
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics

> Population (2005 American Community Survey): 536,946"

» Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 68.9% white, 8.2%
black/African American, 1.2% American Indian/Alaska Native, 14.4% Asian, 0.3%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander, 3.2% other, 3.9% two or more races and
6.3% Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race)?

> Seattle is located in King County.®

Politics

> Mayor: Greg Nickels*

» City Council: Sally J. Clark, Richard Conlin, David J. Della, Jan Drago, Jean Godden,
Nick Licata (President), Richard J. Mclver, Tom Rasmussen, Peter Steinbrueck®

> Chief of Police: Gil Kerlikowske®

» King County Sheriff: Sue Rahr’

Programs/Initiatives

> High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)®
Designated in 1997, the Northwest HIDTA is responsible for 14 Counties in
Washington, including King County.

> Project Link (Leading Integrated Networks in King County)®
Project LINK is an innovative initiative focused on community coalition building to
combat drugs and violence. This project creates and sustains effective linkages
between law enforcement agencies and grass roots coalitions. The primary strategy of
Project LINK is to educate rental property owners and motel owners about the threat
of drug trafficking on their premises.

» Chronic Public Inebriate (CPI) Systems Solutions Workgroup™®
The CPI Systems Solutions Workgroup is a public-private partnership of concerned
citizens and public servants who work to improve the conditions of life for CPIs who
inhabit the Seattle area and who live with the social conditions caused by
homelessness and public drinking and drugged behavior.

> Needle Exchange
Seattle's needle exchange program began operating in 1989. Currently, Public Health
conducts exchange programs at 3 sites within Seattle. Two additional sites are
operated by community-based service agencies in the University and Broadway
Districts.** During 2005, a total of 1,958,728 syringes were exchanged as part of this
program.*?

Crime and Drug-Related Crime
> During 2006, there were 30 murders reported by the Seattle Police Department.*®



Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Seattle, 2005-2006

Offense 2005 2006
Murder 25 30
Rape 139 127
Robbery 1,606 1,667
Aggravated assault 2,344 2,322
Burglary 6,756 7,504
Theft 27,174 23,911
Auto theft 9,558 8,138
Arson 217 234

> During 2006, there were 2,786 drug offenses known to the Seattle Police
Department.**

Number of Drug/Alcohol Offenses Known to Police, Seattle, 2005-2006

Offense 2005 2006
Drug abuse violations 2,258 2,786
Driving under influence 164 37
Liquor laws 254 381
Drugs

» Cocaine

Cocaine remains a major drug of abuse, with substantial treatment admissions,
morbidity and mortality in the Seattle/King County area.*> Additionally, crack
cocaine is available in Seattle, although it is abused less frequently than powder
cocaine.”® According to recent intelligence from the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) Seattle Field Division, powder cocaine sold for $30/gram and
crack sold for $20/tenth of a gram.*’

> Heroin®
Heroin is also a major drug of abuse in the Seattle/King County area. All DEA Drug
Monitoring Program (DMP) buys of heroin, which were positively identified, were
found to be Mexican in origin. DMP buys of street-level heroin yielded a median
purity of 10% in Seattle. The average price for heroin during FY 2005 was
$0.87/gram.

» Marijuana
Marijuana use is widespread throughout King County.*® Domestic Sinsemilla sold for
$1,500-$4,000/pound, BC Bud sold for $2,250-$4,000/pound and Mexican marijuana
sold for $500-$700/pound during the first quarter of 2006.

» Methamphetamine
Prices for methamphetamine ranged from $20-$80/gram in Seattle during the first
quarter of 2006, according to the DEA Seattle Field Division. Ounce prices for crystal
meth were $700-$1,400/ounce compared with $350-$800/ounce for regular
methamphetamine.?® Crystal meth has a characteristic look and higher purity.?

» Club Drugs®
Law enforcement intelligence indicates the continuing availability of MDMA
throughout the Seattle/King County area.



> Prescription Drugs®

Indicators of abuse, morbidity and mortality of prescription-type opiates continue to
increase in the Seattle/King County area.

Juveniles

> Approximately 27% of the Seattle public school 12th graders surveyed in 2004
reported being drunk or high at school.?*

Situation

6th Grade

8th Grade

10th Grade

Percent of Students Reporting Antisocial Behavior Within Past Year, Seattle, 2004

12th Grade

Suspended from school 11.9% 18.9% 12.9% 9.7%
Drunk or high at school 4.8 13.7 24.9 27.1
Sold illegal drugs 1.6 7.7 10.6 10.4
Took a handgun to school 1.1 2.8 2.8 2.6

> Approximately 25.4% of Seattle 12th graders reported using marijuana within the past
month. This is down from 27% in 2002.%

Percent of Students Reporting Past Month Drug Use, Seattle, 2002 and 2004
6th Grade 8th Grade 10th Grade

12th Grade

Drug Type 2002 2004 2002 2004 2002 2004 2002 2004
Alcohol 8.7% | 8.3% | 23.1% | 25.4% | 36.2% | 39.2% | 47.9% | 51.1%
Cigarettes 4.0 2.1 9.5 7.3 15.0 12.3 22.8 16.1
Chewing tobacco | 2.7 1.8 3.1 2.9 3.6 2.2 3.9 3.2
Inhalants 5.8 6.7 6.0 7.8 1.7 2.7 2.1 1.4
Marijuana 2.4 2.3 12.6 12.0 21.9 21.6 27.0 25.4
Hallucinogens 0.9 0.9 1.8 1.5 2.3 2.3 3.6 2.5
Cocaine 1.0 1.3 1.7 1.4 1.3 1.7 1.7 2.5
MDMA 0.8 0.9 2.2 1.3 2.4 1.9 3.4 2.8
Amphet./meth. 0.6 0.7 1.3 1.1 1.6 1.2 1.1 2.0

> Approximately 54% of Seattle 12th graders surveyed in 2004 reported using marijuana
at least once during their lifetimes.?

Percent of Students Reporting Lifetime Drug Use, Seattle, 2002 and 2004

6th Grade

8th Grade

10th Grade

12th Grade

Drug Type 2002 2004 2002 2004 2002 2004 2002 2004
Alcohol 22.3% | 24.0% | 45.8% | 49.0% | 59.4% | 66.1% | 70.7% | 74.5%
Cigarettes 15.1 11.1 31.1 26.9 43.5 36.6 54.2 48.5
Chewing tobacco | 4.7 3.9 7.2 7.5 8.4 7.5 14.6 11.4
Inhalants 13.2 12.6 14.0 15.9 7.9 9.6 8.8 8.0
Marijuana 5.6 5.0 23.9 22.8 41.8 40.9 52.5 54.4
Hallucinogens 1.4 1.5 3.7 3.6 7.3 6.8 14.9 10.4
Cocaine 2.0 2.3 3.6 3.3 4.0 4.4 5.6 6.0
MDMA 1.9 1.4 5.1 3.2 8.2 5.1 13.6 9.4




| Amphet./meth. | 11 | 15 | 28 | 26 | 34 | 35 | 56 | 47

Enforcement

>

>

As of October 31, 2005, there were 1,719 full-time law enforcement employees in
Seattle (1,231 officers and 488 civilians).?’

King County/Seattle Emergency Service Patrol*®

The Emergency Service Patrol provides screening for publicly inebriated persons in
the downtown Seattle area and transports individuals to appropriate service agencies.
The Patrol responds to calls from the 911 emergency dispatch system.

Trafficking and Seizures

>

Large seizures of MDMA at the Canadian border are likely related to the increase of
manufacturing in Canada and the use of the Pacific Northwest as a transshipment point
for MDMA.*

Retail quantities of powder and crack cocaine, as well as heroin, are typically
distributed at open-air drug markets in Seattle.*

The Pacific Northwest is a major staging area for smuggling cocaine into Canada,
where cocaine is sold for a significantly higher price. Powder cocaine is transported
from and through Washington—primarily via Seattle—to drug markets in other States
and Canada.*

Mexican heroin brought into Washington’s Yakima and Skagit valleys is then
distributed to Seattle and other cities. Furthermore, Mexican black tar heroin has been
reportedly transported from Seattle to drug markets in Alaska, ldaho, Montana, North
Dakota, Wyoming and British Columbia, Canada.*

Couriers for Asian and Nigerian criminal organizations reportedly carry Southeast
Asian heroin in luggage from Canada to Seattle before traveling by train, bus or
private vehicle to the East Coast. As a result, the small amount of Southeast Asian
heroin confiscated in Seattle is usually in transit.

The Washington Department of Ecology reported 4 methamphetamine incidents
(includes labs and dumpsites) in King County during January 2007.**  There were 63
methamphetamine incidents during 2006* and 123 incidents during 2005.%

Number of Meth Incidents, King County, 2005-January 2007
Year Incidents |

2005 123

2006 63

Jan. 2007 4

> Law enforcement seizures of cocaine constituted nearly 40% of all toxicology lab drug

tests conducted in Seattle during fiscal year 2005.%

Test Results of Drugs Seized, Top 4 Substances, Seattle Lab, FY 2004-2005

Drug Type FY 2004 FY 2005
Cocaine 40.4% 38.3%
Methamphetamine 29.4 31.4
Cannabis 15.3 15.7




| Heroin

4.7

5.6

Courts
» Drug Courts™®

As of November 22, 2006, there were 3 drug courts in existence or being planned in
Seattle. Two drug courts have been operating for more than 2 years and 1 had recently
been implemented. There were no other drugs courts in operation or being planned at
that time in Seattle.

Corrections

» The total secure population for the King County Department of Adult and Juvenile
Detention facilities was 2,973 on February 21, 2007.%

Consequences of Use
> In King County, injection drug users (IDUs) with no other risk factors represented 6%

of all HIV diagnoses from 2003-2005.%

> During 2005, cocaine was identified in 81 drug-involved deaths in King County.*

Drugs Identified in Drug-Caused Deaths, King County, 2003-2005

Drug ldentified 2003 2004 2005
Cocaine 52 92 81
Heroin/Opiate 62 76 74
Other opiate 84 119 138
Methamphetamine 18 18 24
Benzodiazepines 34 42 44
Muscle relaxants 11 9 15

> During 2005, there were 4,646 emergency department (ED) drug reports involving
cocaine reported in King and Snohomish Counties.*

ED Drug Reports for Drug Abuse/Other Cases, King/Snohomish Counties, 2005

Drug Type Number of Reports
Cocaine 4,646
Heroin 2,391
Marijuana 1,968
Methamphetamine 1,928
MDMA 143
LSD 27
Benzodiazepine/Sedative 2,112
Prescription Opiates 3,201
Methadone 739
Oxycodone 849




Treatment

> During 2005, there were 12,803 admissions to treatment in King County. Marijuana
was reported in nearly 48% of these admissions as a primary, secondary or tertiary
drug of abuse.*®

Admissions for Primary, Secondary or Tertiary Use of Drugs, King Co., 2003-2005

Drug Type 2003 2004 2005
Alcohol 74.4% 70.2% 69.1%
Marijuana 50.3 47.8 47.9
Cocaine 38.7 40.1 43.3
Heroin 19.8 21.7 21.2
Methamphetamine 13.9 16.3 18.4
Total admissions 8,878 11,279 12,803

> Dutch Shisler Sobering Support Center*
Located in downtown Seattle, the Dutch Shisler Sobering Support Center serves
chronic public inebriates and others in need of a safe place to recover from the acute
effects of alcohol and drug intoxication. The Center can serve 60 clients at any one
time and serves approximately 1,000 people each year.
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12 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume 11: Proceedings of the

Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf

ij Seattle Police Department Crime Statistics Web site: http://www.seattle.gov/police/Crime/STATS.HTM
Ibid.

> National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume 11: Proceedings of the

Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf

16 Northwest HIDTA, Northwest High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Threat Assessment 2006, June 2006:

http://www.mfiles.org/publications/NWHIDTA2006threatassessment.pdf

" National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume 11: Proceedings of the

gommunity Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
Ibid.

9 Ibid.

% Northwest HIDTA, Northwest High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Threat Assessment 2006, June 2006:

http://www.mfiles.org/publications/NWHIDTA2006threatassessment.pdf



http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.seattle.gov/
http://www.seattle.gov/mayor/
http://www.seattle.gov/council/default.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/police/
http://www.metrokc.gov/sheriff/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/northwest.html
http://www.metrokc.gov/HEALTH/atodp/projectlink.htm
http://www.metrokc.gov/dchs/mhd/cpi/cpi-home.htm
http://www.metrokc.gov/health/apu/resources/fneedle.htm
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/police/Crime/STATS.HTM
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
http://www.mfiles.org/publications/NWHIDTA2006threatassessment.pdf
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
http://www.mfiles.org/publications/NWHIDTA2006threatassessment.pdf

2! National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume I1: Proceedings of the
2C;ommunity Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
Ibid.
% bid.
2% Seattle Public Schools, Communities That Care Youth Survey: Spring 2004 District Report, August 2004:
http://www.seattleschools.org/area/ctc/survey/district.pdf
% Ibid.
% Ipid.
%" Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
%8 King County Department of Community and Human Services, Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and
Dependency Services Division: http://www.metrokc.gov/dchs/mhd/sobering.htm#Services
2% National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume I1: Proceedings of the
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
% Northwest HIDTA, Northwest HIDTA Threat Assessment 2006, June 2006:
?lttp://www.mfiIes.orq/publications/NWHIDTA2006threatassessment.pdf
Ibid.
% Ibid.
% Ibid.
# Washington State Department of Ecology, Meth Incidents Reported by County — 2007 YTD:
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0708001.pdf
% Washington State Department of Ecology, Meth Incidents Reported by County — 2006 YTD:
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0608001.pdf
% Washington State Department of Ecology, Meth Incidents Reported by County, Summary for 2005:
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0508010.pdf
%" National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume I1: Proceedings of the
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
% Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of Drug
Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006:
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
¥ King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, Adult Population Alert Notifications:
http://www.metrokc.gov/dad/population/population-alert.html
“ National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume 11: Proceedings of the
%ommunity Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
Ibid.
“2 1bid.
* 1bid.
“ King County Department of Community and Health Services, Dutch Shisler Sobering Support Center:
http://www.metrokc.gov/dchs/mhd/sobering.htm



http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
http://www.seattleschools.org/area/ctc/survey/district.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
http://www.metrokc.gov/dchs/mhd/sobering.htm#Services
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
http://www.mfiles.org/publications/NWHIDTA2006threatassessment.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0708001.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0608001.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0508010.pdf
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
http://www.metrokc.gov/dad/population/population-alert.html
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
http://www.metrokc.gov/dchs/mhd/sobering.htm

This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug
issues, please contact:

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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