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Washington

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement statistics.

Demographics

> Population (2006 American Community Survey): 6,395,798

» Race/Ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 80.5% white, 3.4%
black/African American, 1.5% American Indian/Alaska Native, 6.6% Asian, 0.4%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander, 4.3% other, 3.3% two or more races, 9.1%
Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race)?

Politics

Governor: Christine Gregoire >

Lt. Governor: Brad Owen*

Attorney General: Rob McKenna®

Secretary of State: Sam Reed®

U.S. Senate: Maria Cantwell (D); Patty Murray (D)’

U.S. Representatives (Districts 1-9, respectively): Jay Inslee (D); Rick Larsen (D);
Brian Baird (D); Doc Hastings (R); Cathy McMorris (R); Norman D. Dicks (D); Jim
McDermott (D); David G. Reichert (R); Adam Smith (D)®

> Capital: Olympia®
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Programs/Initiatives

> High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)™
Designated in 1997, the Northwest HIDTA is responsible for the following
Washington counties: Benton, Clark, Cowlitz, Franklin, King, Kitsap, Lewis, Pierce,
Skagit, Snohomish, Spokane, Thurston, Whatcom, and Yakima.

» Washington Meth Watch™
The purpose of this program is to raise the level of awareness of the
methamphetamine lab problem; educate and train retail employees to recognize the
signs of individuals who are obtaining the precursors of meth production; and limit
the accessibility of precursors.

> Operation: Allied Against Meth*?
The purpose of this program within the Office of the Attorney General is to assist
local communities in the fight against the production and sale of methamphetamine.

> Clandestine Drug Lab Program®™
This Program certifies contractors to decontaminate properties. It also provides
technical assistance and training to local health jurisdictions, government agencies
and community organizations.

Crime and Drug-Related Crime

» During 2006, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported making 1,036
arrests for drug violations in Washington.
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Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Washington, 2002-2006

Year Arrests
2002 607
2003 498
2004 901
2005 824
2006 1,036

> There were 29,264 total drug abuse violation arrests in Washington during 2006."

Number of Arrests, Select Offenses, Washington, 2006

Offense Under 18 Total All Ages
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 13 148
Forcible rape 122 783
Robbery 484 1,866
Aggravated assault 757 4,877
Burglary 1,712 5,841
Larceny-theft 7,254 26,429
Motor vehicle theft 609 2,294
Arson 218 384
Drug abuse violations 2,849 29,264
Driving under the influence 754 36,986
Liquor laws 3,987 13,030

» During 2006, the Washington State Patrol made 7,973 misdemeanor and 2,249 felony
drug arrests.™®

» The Washington State Patrol made 20,810 DUI arrests during 2006, 7% of which
were drug-related.*’

Drugs

» Cocaine®
Powdered and crack cocaine are readily available in Washington, although the
availability of crack is largely limited to low income urban areas.

» Heroin®
Mexican black tar is the predominant types of heroin found in the state.

> Marijuana®
Marijuana is readily available throughout the state. Three types marijuana are
generally encountered: locally grown (either from indoor or outdoor grow
operations), Canadian BC Bud from British Columbia and Mexican marijuana. Of
these varieties, locally grown sinsemilla and BC Bud are preferred because of their
higher THC content.

> Medical Marijuana®
The state of Washington allows patients with terminal illnesses and some chronic
diseases to use and possess a 60 day supply of marijuana once they have received
documentation from their physician. The law protects the physicians and primary
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caregivers of the patients against criminal prosecution and/or penalizing actions by
the state of Washington.

» Methamphetamine®
Methamphetamine is a widely abused drug in Washington and one which impacts all
levels of the community. Methamphetamine in powder form (methamphetamine HCI)
and a more potent form known as “ice” (crystal methamphetamine) are readily
available throughout the state. Crystal methamphetamine now dominates the market
in Washington as the preferred form of methamphetamine.

» Club Drugs®
MDMA (ecstasy) is smuggled into Washington primarily from Canada. Increasing
bulk shipment incidents reported at the U.S./Canada border illustrate the continuing
popularity of MDMA. Other synthetic drugs such as GHB, LSD and 5-MeO-DIPT (5-
methoxy-n, ndiisopropyltryptamine, street name Foxy) have been seen on a smaller
scale in the state.

> Diverted Pharmaceuticals®
Methadone use has increased dramatically in Washington.

» According to 2004-2005 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health
(NSDUH), approximately 438,000 (8%) of Washington citizens (ages 12 or older)
reported past month use of an illicit drug.®

Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Washington, 2004-2005 Data

Drug Type and Use Number* | Percent
Past month illicit drug use 438 8.45%
Past year marijuana use 590 11.38
Past month marijuana use 364 7.01
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 184 3.55
Past year cocaine use 123 2.36
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 306 5.89

* The number of users is in thousands

» Approximately 1.4 million (27.89%) Washington citizens reported that using
marijuana occasionally (once a month) was a “great risk”.*®

» Additional 2004-2005 NSDUH results indicate that 158,000 (3.05%) Washington
citizens reported illicit drug dependence or abuse within the past year. Approximately
120,000 (2.31%) reported past year illicit drug dependence.?’

Juveniles
» Over forty percent (43.1%) of Washington 12th graders surveyed in 2006 reported
using marijuana at some point in their lives.?

Percent of Students Reporting Lifetime Drug Use, Washington, 2006

Drug Type . 6th Grade 8th Grade 10th Grade  12th Grade |
Marijuana 3.2% 10.7% 30.8% 43.1%
Methamphetamine n/a 1.9 5.9 7.1
Steroids n/a 1.9 3.2 3.9
Cocaine n/a 2.4 7.3 9.8
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Use needle to inject

n/a

1.7

2.5

2.9

Inhalants

3.7

5.7

10.7

9.4

» Approximately 22% of Washington 12th graders surveyed in 2006 reported using

marijuana within the past month.?®

Percent of Students Reporting Past Month Drug Use, Washington, 2006

Drug Type 6th Grade | 8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade
Marijuana/Hashish 1.5% 7.0% 18.3% 21.6%
Methamphetamine n/a 1.3 2.9 2.7
Inhalants n/a 5.0 5.7 3.5
Illegal Ritalin use n/a 2.0 5.0 5.2

I1. presc. painkiller use n/a 3.6 10.0 11.6
Any illicit drug n/a 7.6 19.4 23.1

» According to 2004-2005 NSDUH data, approximately 10% of Washington 12-17
year olds reported past month use of an illicit drug.*

Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Drug Use, Washington, 2004-2005 Data

Drug Type and Use Number* | Percent
Past month illicit drug use 51 9.62%
Past year marijuana use 69 13.16
Past month marijuana use 36 6.83
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 24 4.61
Past year cocaine use 8 1.57
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 40 7.52

* The number of users is in thousands

» The Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration (JRA) provides preventive, rehabilitative,
residential and transitional programs for juvenile offenders. The goals of these
programs are to hold the juveniles accountable for their crimes, protect the public and

reduce recidivism.®

Enforcement

» As of October 31, 2006, there were 14,420 full-time law enforcement employees in
Washington (10,260 officers and 4,160 civilians).*
» Washington State Patrol: Drug Control Assistance Unit*®
The Drug Control Assistance Unit provides statewide narcotics enforcement, focusing
on Level 1 and 2 drug-trafficking organizations.

Trafficking and Seizures

» Sharing a border with Canada, Washington is a transshipment point for drugs and
monies entering Canada, as well as Canadian marijuana (BC Bud), MDMA (ecstasy)
and other drugs entering the United States.**

» Wholesale quantities of powder cocaine are primarily controlled by Mexican drug
organizations. These organizations, with connections to large scale traffickers in
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California and Mexico, are the main groups responsible for cocaine destined for
Washington.®

» Mexican drug trafficking organizations are primarily responsible for the importation
and distribution of methamphetamine, most of which is now produced in Mexico.
Small, toxic labs within the state have decreased over the years but are still
encountered.*

» Large metropolitan areas in Washington serve as major transshipment points for BC
Bud distributed throughout the United States.*’

» During 2006, Federal agencies reported seizing 289.8 kilograms and 2,464,251
dosage units of MDMA (ecstasy) in Washington.*®

Federal Drug Seizures, Washington, 2006

Drug Amount Seized

Cocaine 621.3 kilograms

Heroin 11.4 kilograms
Marijuana 4,363.0 kgs./60 dosage units
Methamphetamine 51.8 kilograms

Hashish 0.4 kilograms

MDMA 289.8 kgs./2,464,251 dosage units

» Approximately 144,000 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated in Washington
under the Drug Enforcement Administration’s Domestic Cannabis
Eradication/Suppression Program in 2006.%

Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Washington, 2006

Outdoor Operations Indoor Operations Total
Cultivated Cultivated

Eradicated Plants Grows Plants Plants
Plots Eradicated Seized Eradicated Eradicated

204 100,765 225 43,416 144,181

> During 2006, there were 206 methamphetamine laboratory incidents in Washington
reported by DEA and state and local authorities, down from 1,441 incidents reported
during in 2002.%

Methamphetamine Laboratory Incidents, Washington, 2002-2006

Year Laboratory Incidents |
2002 1,441

2003 1,018

2004 959

2005 522

2006 206

» During 2006, more than 46,000 dosage units of club drugs were seized by five
Washington State Patrol drug task forces.**
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Task Force Drug Seizures, Washington State Patrol Investigative Services Bureau, 2006

Drug
Marijuana plants

Amount Seized
41,249 plants

Processed marijuana 362 pounds
Cocaine 71,641.9 grams
Heroin 6,538.6 grams
Methamphetamine 42,007.5 grams
Club drugs 46,041 dosage units
Other drugs 7,434.0 grams

» The Washington State Patrol’s Drug Control Assistance Unit seized 26,693 marijuana

plants during 2006.

Drug Seizures, Washington State Patrol Drug Control Assistance Unit, 2006

Drug Amount Seized |
Marijuana plants 26,693 plants

Processed marijuana 20 pounds

Cocaine 997 grams

Heroin 1,655 grams

Methamphetamine 2,992 grams

Courts
» Drug Courts®

As of April 2007, there were 37 drug courts in Washington that had been operating
for at least two years, 6 that had recently been implemented and 10 that were being
planned.

» During FY 2006, 38% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in Washington were
charged with drug offenses. More than one-third (36.7%) of these drug offenses
involved methamphetamine.**

Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Cases, Washington, FY 2006

Drug Type Involved Offenses | % of Total
Powder cocaine 67 14.9%
Crack cocaine 57 12.7
Heroin 14 3.1
Marijuana 107 23.8
Methamphetamine 165 36.7
Other 39 8.7

Corrections

» As of December 31, 2006, the correctional inmate population of Washington was

17,561.%

» As of December 31, 2006, there were 108,076 adults on probation in Washington.

There were 12,611 adults on parole in Washington at that time.*
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Consequences of Use
» According to the El Paso Intelligence Center, there were 34 children in Washington
affected by methamphetamine laboratories during 2005.%’

Treatment

» During 2006, there were 37,317 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in
Washington.*® There were 35,630 such admissions in the state during 2005.* During
2004, there were 32,022 admissions to treatment in Washington.*

Admissions to Treatment, Washington, 2004-2006

Drug Type

Alcohol only 5929 | 18.5% | 6,043 | 17.0% | 6,064 | 16.2%
Alcohol with secondary drug | 7,667 23.9 8,406 23.6 9,084 24.3
Cocaine (smoked) 1,455 4.5 1,807 5.1 2,178 5.8
Cocaine (other route) 709 2.2 694 1.9 753 2.0
Marijuana 6,879 215 7,123 20.0 7,427 19.9
Heroin 2,800 8.7 3,016 8.5 2,709 7.3
Other opiates 1,067 3.3 1,409 4.0 1,138 3.0
PCP 14 0.0 22 0.1 20 0.1
Hallucinogens 72 0.2 85 0.2 134 0.4
Amphetamines 5,148 16.1 6,464 18.1 6,551 17.6
Tranquilizers 112 0.3 98 0.3 107 0.3
Sedatives 32 0.1 47 0.1 40 0.1
Inhalants 14 0.0 20 0.1 18 0.0
Other unknown 124 0.4 396 1.1 1,094 2.9
Total 32,022 | 100.0 | 35,630 | 100.0 | 37,317 | 100.0

» According to 2004-2005 NSDUH data, approximately 155,000 (2.99%) Washington
citizens reported needing but not receiving treatment for illicit drug use within the
past year.>*

Sources

i U.S. Census Bureau Web site, American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
Ibid.

® Washington Governor Web site: http://www.governor.wa.gov/

* Washington Lieutenant Governor Web site: http://www.ltgov.wa.gov/

® Washington Attorney General Web site: http://www.atg.wa.gov/

® Washington Secretary of State Web site: http://www.secstate.wa.gov/

" U.S. Senate Web site: http://www.senate.gov

8 U.S. House of Representatives Web site: http://clerk.house.gov/

° Washington Web site: http://access.wa.gov/

19 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Northwest High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area

section: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/northwest.html

1 Washington Meth Watch Web site: http://www.methwatchwa.com/

ONDCEP Clearinghouse 8



http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.governor.wa.gov/
http://www.ltgov.wa.gov/
http://www.atg.wa.gov/
http://www.secstate.wa.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
http://clerk.house.gov/
http://access.wa.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/northwest.html
http://www.methwatchwa.com/

12 Office of the Attorney General, Operation: Allied Against Meth Web site:
http://www.atg.wa.gov/AlliedAgainstMeth/default.aspx
13 Clandestine Drug Lab Program Web site: http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/CDL/default.htm
 Drug Enforcement Administration, Washington State Factsheet:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/washington.html
15 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2006, September 2007:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
13 Washington State Patrol, 2006 Annual Report: http://www.wsp.wa.gov/reports/2006anrpt.pdf
Ibid.
'8 Drug Enforcement Administration, Washington State Factsheet:
Pgttp://www.usdoi.qov/dea/pubs/states/washinqton.html
Ibid.
2% 1bid.
21 Washington Department of Health Web site, Health Professions Quality Assurance
Medical Marijuana: http://www.doh.wa.gov/hsga/medical-marijuana/
22 Drug Enforcement Administration, Washington State Factsheet:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/washington.html
2 Ibid.
# Ibid.
% Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the
2004-2005 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2007:
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
% |bid.
7 |bid.
%8 Washington State Department of Health, Healthy Youth 2006 Survey, March 2007:
pgttp://WWW3.doh.Wa.qov/HYS/ASPX/HYSreports.aspx
Ibid.
% Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the
2004-2005 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2007:
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
#! Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration Web site: http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/jra/
% Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2006, September 2007:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
% Washington State Patrol, 2006 Annual Report: http://www.wsp.wa.gov/reports/2006anrpt.pdf
% Drug Enforcement Administration, Washington State Factsheet:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/washington.html
% bid.
% bid.
" Ibid.
% Ibid.
% Bureau of Justice Statistics, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics Online:
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/
“0 Drug Enforcement Administration, Washington State Factsheet:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/washington.html
:; Washington State Patrol, 2006 Annual Report: http://www.wsp.wa.gov/reports/2006anrpt.pdf
Ibid.
3 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of
Drug Court Activity by State and County, April 16, 2007:
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
# U.S. Sentencing Commission, FY 2006 Federal Sentencing Statistics, Washington:
http://www.ussc.gov/JUDPACK/2006/wa06.pdf
“ Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prisoners in 2006, December 2007:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/p06.pdf
“6 Bureau of Justice Statistics, Probation and Parole in the United States, 2006, December 2007:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/ppus06.pdf
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http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/CDL/default.htm
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/washington.html
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
http://www.wsp.wa.gov/reports/2006anrpt.pdf
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/washington.html
http://www.doh.wa.gov/hsqa/medical-marijuana/
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/washington.html
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
http://www3.doh.wa.gov/HYS/ASPX/HYSreports.aspx
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/jra/
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
http://www.wsp.wa.gov/reports/2006anrpt.pdf
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/washington.html
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/washington.html
http://www.wsp.wa.gov/reports/2006anrpt.pdf
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
http://www.ussc.gov/JUDPACK/2006/wa06.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/p06.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/ppus06.pdf

" El Paso Intelligence Center, National Clandestine Laboratory Seizure System, Persons Affected
Summary, Calendar Year 2005

“8 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions,
Washington, 2006: http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/\WAQ6.htm

49 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions,
Washington, 2005: http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/\WAQ5.htm

% Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions,
Washington, 2004: http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/\WWAQ4.htm

% Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the
2004-2005 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2007:
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
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http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/WA06.htm
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/WA05.htm
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/WA04.htm
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm

This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug
issues, please contact:

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
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