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Salt Lake City, Utah


The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  

Demographics 
¾	 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 182,6701 

¾	 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 78.2% white; 3.0% 
black/African American; 1.4% American Indian/Alaska Native; 4.0% Asian; 0.8% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 11.1% some other race; 1.6% two or more 
races; 22.9% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

¾	 Salt Lake City is located in Salt Lake County.3 

Politics 
¾	 Mayor: Ross “Rocky” Anderson4 

¾	 City Council Members (Districts 1-7, respectively): Carlton Christensen, Van Blair 
Turner, K. Eric Jergensen, Nancy Saxton, Jill Remington Love, David L. Buhler, 
Søren D. Simonsen5 

¾ Chief of Police: Chris Burbank6 

¾ Salt Lake County Sheriff: James Winder7 

Programs/Initiatives 
¾	 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)8 

Designated in 1996, the Rocky Mountain HIDTA is responsible for areas of 
Colorado, Montana, Utah and Wyoming. Salt Lake County is one of the Utah 
counties involved in Rocky Mountain HIDTA efforts. 

¾	 Salt Lake City COPS Meth Initiative9 

The Salt Lake City Police Department’s Meth Initiative is a partnership of more than 
30 agencies including law enforcement, child protective services, prosecution, courts, 
medical providers, substance abuse treatment, environmental protection and public 
schools. 

¾	 Drug Endangered Children (DEC)10 

The Salt Lake City DEC program combines the resources of law enforcement, 
prosecution, child protection, environmental health, medical personnel and treatment 
to provide a joint response in drug cases involving children. 

Crime and Drug-Related Crime 
¾	 During 2005, there were 10 homicides known to police in Salt Lake City.11 

Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Salt Lake City, 2005 
Offense Type # of Offenses 
Homicide 10 
Forcible rape 72 
Robbery 417 
Aggravated assault 784 
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Burglary 2,172 
Larceny theft 11,608 
Motor vehicle theft 2,079 
Arson 60 

Drugs 
¾ Heroin12 

Heroin availability and abuse are increasing in Salt Lake City. 

Juveniles 
¾ Approximately 9% of Salt Lake County 6th grade students surveyed during 2005 

reported abusing inhalants at least once in their lives.13 

Percent of 6th & 8th Grade Students Reporting Drug Use, Salt Lake County, 2005 
Grade 6 Grade 8 

Drug Type Ever Used Last 30 Day Ever Used Last 30 Day 
Marijuana 1.7% 0.4% 9.4% 4.2% 
Inhalants 9.1 3.5 14.5 5.4 
Hallucinogens 0.5 0.2 1.5 0.5 
Cocaine 0.3 0.2 2.3 0.5 
Stimulants 0.8 0.4 2.6 0.9 
Sedatives 3.9 1.5 7.6 3.1 
Heroin or other opiates 0.1 0.0 1.2 0.5 
Ecstasy 0.4 0.1 1.7 0.6 
Any drug 12.1 5.1 23.4 10.9 

¾ Approximately 36% of Salt Lake County 12th grade students surveyed in 2005 
reported lifetime use of any drug.14 

Percent of 10th & 12th Grade Students Reporting Drug Use, Salt Lake County, 2005 
Grade 10 Grade 12 

Drug Type Ever Used Last 30 Day Ever Used Last 30 Day 
Marijuana 22.8% 10.6% 29.9% 13.9% 
Inhalants 13.9 2.9 9.9 1.7 
Hallucinogens 5.8 1.3 7.5 2.4 
Cocaine 3.8 0.8 6.3 2.7 
Stimulants 6.5 3.3 7.5 2.3 
Sedatives 13.7 6.0 17.2 6.3 
Heroin or other opiates 2.3 0.4 4.4 1.6 
Ecstasy 4.2 1.0 7.1 1.8 
Any drug 33.0 16.7 36.4 18.3 

¾ Approximately 16% of Salt Lake County high school seniors surveyed in 2005 
reported being drunk or high at school.15 
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% of Students Reporting Anti-Social Drug-Related Behavior, Salt Lake County, 2005 
Behavior Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12 
Drunk or high at school 2.0% 6.7% 14.8% 15.9% 
Sold illegal drugs 0.2 2.4 5.7 6.7 

Enforcement 
¾	 As of October 31, 2005, there were 564 full-time law enforcement employees in Salt 

Lake City (409 officers and 155 civilians).16 

Trafficking and Seizures 
¾	 Mexican drug trafficking organizations utilize Salt Lake City as a distribution center 

to supply markets in Midwestern and Eastern cities.17 

Courts 
¾	 Drug Courts18 

As of November 22, 2006, there were 5 drug courts in Salt Lake City that had been 
operating for more than 2 years. In addition, 1 drug court was being planned in Salt 
Lake City at that time. 

Treatment 
¾	 During FY 2006, there were 10,754 total admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Salt 

Lake County. Of these admissions, there were more than 3,000 admissions to 
treatment where methamphetamine was the primary substance of abuse.19 During FY 
2005, there were nearly 2,500 admissions to treatment where methamphetamine was 
the primary substance of abuse.20 

Admissions to Treatment, by Primary Substance of Abuse, Salt Lake Co., FY 2005-2006 
Drug FY 2005 FY 2006 
Alcohol 2,914 3,218 
Cocaine/Crack 873 979 
Marijuana/Hashish 1,334 1,285 
Heroin 1,501 1,232 
Other opiates/synthetics 375 224 
Hallucinogens 33 15 
Methamphetamine 2,490 3,262 
Other stimulants 25 26 
Benzodiazepines 42 30 
Tranquilizers/Sedatives 7 10 
Inhalants 14 8 
Oxycodone n/a 136 
Club drugs 8 7 
Over-the-Counter drugs 7 12 
Other 4 4 
None/Missing 352 306 
Total 9,979 10,754 
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¾ At the time of treatment admission, approximately 5.9% of the women admitted from 
Salt Lake County were pregnant, during FY 2006.21 

¾ In 2005, it was estimated that approximately 8.7% (7,574) of juveniles and 5.4% 
(37,995) of adults in Salt Lake County need substance abuse treatment.22 

Sources 
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, 2005 American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/

2 Ibid. 

3 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov

4 Salt Lake City Mayor’s Web site: http://www.ci.slc.ut.us/mayor

5 Salt Lake City Council’s Web site: http://www.ci.slc.ut.us/council/

6 Salt Lake City Police Department Web site: http://www.slcgov.com/police/

7 Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Web site: http://www.slsheriff.org/

8 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area: 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/rockymountain.html
9 Salt Lake City Police Department, Salt Lake City COPS Meth Initiative Web site: 
http://www.slcgov.com/police/SpecialInvestigations/meth.htm
10 Salt Lake City Police Department, Salt Lake DEC Program Fact Sheet, May 2003: 
http://www.slcgov.com/police/pdf/DECFact03.pdf
11 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
12 National Drug Intelligence Center, National Drug Threat Assessment 2007, October 2006: 
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs21/21137/index.htm
13 Utah Department of Human Services, Prevention Needs Assessment Results for 2005, Salt Lake County 
DSAMH District Profile Report: 
http://www.hsdsa.state.ut.us/docs/SHARP_Salt_Lake_County_2005_District.pdf
14 Ibid. 

15 Ibid. 

16 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006:

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
17 National Drug Intelligence Center, National Drug Threat Assessment 2007, October 2006: 
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs21/21137/index.htm
18 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006: 
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
19 Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health, 2006 Annual Report on Public Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services in Utah, December 2006: 
http://www.hsdsa.state.ut.us/docs/annual_report_2006_final_20070420.pdf
20 Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health, 2005 Annual Report on Public Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services in Utah, December 2005: http://www.hsdsa.state.ut.us/docs/fy2005report.pdf 
21 Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health, 2006 Annual Report on Public Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services in Utah, December 2006: 
http://www.hsdsa.state.ut.us/docs/annual_report_2006_final_20070420.pdf
22 Ibid. 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 5 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.census.gov
http://www.ci.slc.ut.us/mayor
http://www.ci.slc.ut.us/council/
http://www.slcgov.com/police/
http://www.slsheriff.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/rockymountain.html
http://www.slcgov.com/police/SpecialInvestigations/meth.htm
http://www.slcgov.com/police/pdf/DECFact03.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs21/21137/index.htm
http://www.hsdsa.state.ut.us/docs/SHARP_Salt_Lake_County_2005_District.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs21/21137/index.htm
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
http://www.hsdsa.state.ut.us/docs/annual_report_2006_final_20070420.pdf
http://www.hsdsa.state.ut.us/docs/fy2005report.pdf
http://www.hsdsa.state.ut.us/docs/annual_report_2006_final_20070420.pdf


 
 
This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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