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San Antonio, Texas 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2002 American Community Survey): 1,161,8471  
 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 29.4% white; 5.6% 

black/African American; 0.1% American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.7% Asian; 0.1% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.2% other race; 0.7% two or more races; 
62.2% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 San Antonio is located in Bexar County. 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Ed Garza3 
 City Council (Districts 1-10, respectively): Roger Flores; Joel Williams; Ron 

Segovia; Richard Perez; Patti Radle; Enrique Barrera; Julian Castro; Art Hall; Carroll 
Schubert; Christopher “Chip” Haass4 

 City Manager: Terry Brechtel5 
 Chief of Police: Albert Ortiz6 
 Bexar County Sheriff: Ralph Lopez7 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)8 
Designated in 1990, the South Texas Partnership of the Southwest Border HIDTA is 
responsible for more than 23,000 square miles covering 14 Texas counties, including 
Bexar. The South Texas Partnership is one of the five partnerships comprising the 
Southwest Border HIDTA. 

 San Antonio Fighting Back9 
Created in 1989 through a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, San 
Antonio Fighting Back (SAFB) is made up of civic leaders, city agencies, local 
organizations, and the United Way of San Antonio and Bexar County. The purpose of 
SAFB is to develop and implement substance abuse prevention, treatment, and 
aftercare services in the southeast quadrant of San Antonio. 

 Project SUCCESS10 
This SAFB program is a collaboration between schools, community organizations 
and treatment centers working with youth and their parents in San Antonio’s 
Enterprise/Empowerment Zone to create a healthy and drug free environment for 
youth and their families. 

 Choosing Healthy Alternatives for Mental, Physical, and Spiritual Success 
(CHAMPSS)11 
Funded by the United Way of San Antonio, this coalition involves youth-serving 
organizations and faith-based organizations to provide opportunities for inner-city 
youth to turn away from negative environments and substances 

 
 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 2



Federal Funding 
 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in San Antonio (the dollar 

amounts are the total funds received by the coalition since the original award year):12 
• Original award year 2003: $100,000 to Coalition of Coalitions 
• Original award years 2002, 2001, 2000, and 1999: no San Antonio grantees 

 Community Capacity Development Office13 
Two sections of San Antonio have been officially recognized and received Federal 
funding as Weed and Seed sites: East San Antonio and New West San Antonio. 

 FY 2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Discretionary 
Grant Funds received in San Antonio:14 
• Center for Mental Health Services: $661,218 
• Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $1,793,771 
• Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $1,599,716  

 Office of Justice Program Drug Court Discretionary Grant: 
• FY 2003: no San Antonio grantees15 
• FY 2002: no San Antonio grantees16  

 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant: 
• FY 2003: no San Antonio grantees17 
• FY 2002: no San Antonio grantees18 

 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services  
grant amounts received in San Antonio:19  
• Communities (discretionary): 2 awards valued at a total of $450,000 
• Counter-Terrorism (discretionary): 0 awards 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: 1 award valued at $100,000 
 formula: 0 awards  

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: 1 award valued at $250,000 
 formula: 10 awards valued at $1,676,851 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: 0 awards  
 formula: 0 awards  

• Victims: 
 discretionary: 0 awards 
 formula: 0 awards 

 San Antonio did not receive any funding from the FY 2001 Housing and Urban 
Development Drug Elimination Grant.20 

  
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 From January 1 to June 30, 2004, there were 40 homicides reported by the San 
Antonio Police Department. During full year 2003, there were 85 homicides reported 
to the police.21 
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Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, San Antonio, 2000-June 30, 2004 
 
Offense 

Full Year 
2000 

Full Year 
2001 

Full Year 
2002 

Full Year 
2003 

Jan.-June 
30, 2004 

Homicide 85 100 100 85 40 
Forcible rape 456 492 464 537 291 
Robbery 1,699 2,146 2,114 2,071 1,046 
Agg. assault 5,668 6,808 7,194 4,570 2,291 
Burglary 11,604 14,018 13,368 14,619 7,133 
Larceny-theft 60,952 66,694 65,251 62,179 30,262 
Vehicle theft 5,868 6,240 5,743 6,202 2,796 
Total index 86,332 96,498 94,233 90,264 43,859 
 

 From January 1 to June 30, 2004, there were 3,705 drug offenses reported by the San 
Antonio Police Department.22 During full year 2003, there were 6,902 drug offenses 
reported.23 This is up from 5,780 drug offenses in 2002.24 

 
Number of Drug Offenses Reported, by Substation, San Antonio, 2002-June 30, 2004 
Substation Full Year 2002 Full Year 2003 Jan.-June 30, 2004 
Central 1,498 1,842 858 
East 1,022 1,072 711 
North 613 734 378 
Northwest (Prue) 768 968 474 
South 832 913 481 
West 1,047 1,373 803 
Total drug offenses 5,780 6,902 3,705 
 

 Data from 2003 indicate that 41.9% of San Antonio adult male arrestees tested 
positive for marijuana at arrest.25 

 
Percent of Adult Male Arrestees Testing Positive for Drugs, San Antonio, 2003 
 % Positive 
Cocaine 30.5% 
Opiates 9.1 
Marijuana 41.9 
Methamphetamine 3.5 
Any drug 59.6 
Multiple drugs 23.4 
 

 Additional San Antonio arrestee drug use data for 2003 indicate that 46.1% of the 
adult male arrestees used marijuana within the past year. Among those reporting past 
year marijuana use, the drug was used an average of 11.3 days within the past 
month.26 
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Past Drug Use, Adult Male Arrestees, San Antonio, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari-
juana 

 
Meth. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 3.2% 12.0% 34.5% 2.2% 6.6% 
Past 30 days 3.9% 14.8% 37.8% 3.3% 7.2% 
Past year 5.3% 21.2% 46.1% 4.5% 9.6% 
Average # of days in month 7.7 days 4.6 days 11.3 days 5.9 days 9.7 days 
 

 In 2003, there were 6,168 arrests for drug possession in Bexar County.27 
 
Substance-Related Arrests, Bexar County, 2000-2003 
Type of Offense 2000 2001 2002 2003 
DWI 4,630 5,163 6,781 8,188 
Liquor law violation 618 802 624 734 
Public intoxication 7,558 4,560 607 2,610 
Trafficking – all drugs 2,670 2,609 2,964 0 
Possession – all drugs 3,559 4,296 4,415 6,168 
Trafficking – marijuana 72 57 77 0 
Possession – marijuana 3,255 3,799 3,972 5,774 
All drug offenses 6,229 6,905 7,379 10,252 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
In the 2nd quarter of 2004, an ounce of crack cocaine cost $400-$600 and an ounce of 
powder cocaine cost $500-$700 in San Antonio.28

 Heroin 
In 2003, Mexican heroin samples tested in San Antonio averaged 8.2% pure. In the 
2nd quarter of 2004, an ounce of black tar heroin sold for $1,600-$2,800 in San 
Antonio. An ounce of Mexican brown heroin cost $500-$800.29

 Marijuana 
The average price for a pound of commercial grade marijuana in San Antonio in the 
2nd quarter of 2004 was $350-$450.30

 Methamphetamine 
In the 2nd quarter of 2004, methamphetamine sold for $6,000-$8,000/pound and 
$700-$1,000/ounce in San Antonio.31

 Club Drugs 
Prices for club drugs in San Antonio during the 2nd quarter of 2004 were as follows: 
$11-$20/MDMA pill; $5-$10/dose of GHB; $100/16-ounce bottle of GHB; $50-
$65/10 milliliter vial of ketamine; $8-$12/dosage unit of LSD; and $700-
$1,200/gallon of PCP.32

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals 
In the 2nd quarter of 2004, hydrocodone sold for $1-$5/tablet and OxyContin cost 
$1/milligram in San Antonio. The abuse of codeine cough syrup is becoming more 
popular in the area.33
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 Approximately 10% of adults surveyed in the San Antonio metro area during 2000 
reported past year use of an illicit drug. Eight percent reported past year marijuana 
use, and 5.5% reported past year cocaine use.34 

 
Juveniles 

 Approximately 52% of juvenile male detainees and 29% of juvenile female detainees 
in San Antonio who were drug tested during 2002 were positive for drugs.35 

 
Percent of Juvenile Detainees Positive for Drugs, San Antonio, 2002 
Drug Type Males Females 
Cocaine 5.5% 3.9% 
Opiates 2.2 2.0 
Marijuana 48.4 23.5 
Methamphetamine 0.0 0.0 
Any of above drugs 51.6 29.4 
 

 In 2001, 90% of the San Antonio juvenile male detainees who committed drug 
offenses and who were drug tested at detainment tested positive for drugs.36 

 
Percent of Juvenile Male Detainees Positive for Drugs, by Offense, San Antonio, 2001 
Offense N Cocaine Marij. Meth. PCP Any Drug 
Violent 29 0.0% 34.5% 0.0% 0.0% 34.5% 
Property 64 7.8 40.6 0.0 0.0 43.8 
Drug 30 3.3 86.7 0.0 0.0 90.0 
     Sales 0 -- -- -- -- -- 
     Possession 30 3.3 86.7 0.0 0.0 90.0 
Other 37 10.8 48.6 0.0 0.0 54.1 
All others 13 7.7 38.5 0.0 0.0 38.5 
 

 During 2001, all of the San Antonio juvenile female detainees who committed drug 
possession offenses and who were drug tested were positive for drugs at detainment.37 

 
Percent of Juvenile Female Detainees Positive for Drugs, by Offense, San Antonio, 2001 
Offense N Cocaine Marij. Meth. PCP Any Drug 
Violent 13 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Property 33 6.1 9.1 0.0 0.0 15.2 
Drug 6 16.7 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 
     Sales 0 -- -- -- -- -- 
     Possession 6 16.7 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 
Other 13 15.4 15.4 0.0 0.0 30.8 
All others 9 11.1 11.1 0.0 0.0 22.2 
 
Enforcement 

 As of January 5, 2004, there were 2,054 sworn officers and 500 civilians working for 
the San Antonio Police Department.38 
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Trafficking and Seizures  

 In April 2002, approximately 33.5 kilograms of Mexican heroin were seized near San 
Antonio. The heroin had a purity of 70%.39 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts40 
As of May 2004, there was 1 drug court in San Antonio that had been in existence for 
more than 2 years. There were no additional drug courts in existence or being planned 
in San Antonio at that time. 

 
Corrections 

 During FY 2002, there were 217 offenders within Texas substance abuse felony 
punishment facilities (SAFP) that had been convicted in Bexar County.41 

 
Number of Offenders Convicted in Bexar County, FY 2002 
 # of Offenders 
SAFP offenders 217 
State jail population 760 
Institutional Division  population 7,605 
 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2002, there were 239 drug-related deaths in Bexar County.42 
 
Drug and Alcohol Related Deaths, Bexar County, 2002 
 Adult                Youth Total 
Total alcohol related deaths 803 17 820 
   Direct alcohol related deaths 194 N/A 194 
   Indirect alcohol related deaths 609 17 626 
Total drug related deaths 234 5 239 
   Direct drug related deaths 189 4 193 
   Indirect drug related deaths 45 1 46 
 

 There were 59 drug-related motor vehicle accidents in Bexar County during 2001 that 
resulted in injuries.43 

 
Substance-Related Motor Vehicle Accidents, Bexar County, 2001 
 Alcohol Drug Both 
Total injury accidents 1,119 59 1 
Fatal injury accidents 43 2 0 
Non-fatal injury accid. 1,076 57 1 
Non-fatal injuries 1,865 99 1 
Fatal injuries 48 2 0 
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 During 2001, there were 272 drug-related deaths reported to the Drug Abuse Warning 
Network by Medical Examiners (ME) in the San Antonio metro area. Cocaine was 
mentioned in 130 of the drug abuse deaths.44 

 
Number of ME Drug Mentions, San Antonio Metro Area, 1997-2001 
Drug Type 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Alcohol-in-combination 50 33 91 109 120 
Cocaine 45 44 110 126 130 
Heroin/morphine 30 30 77 90 88 
Marijuana 11 2 7 2 6 
Amphetamines 4 2 5 4 11 
Methamphetamine 8 4 4 9 18 
Club drugs -- -- -- -- 1 
Hallucinogens -- -- -- -- -- 
Inhalants 1 -- 1 -- -- 
Narcotic analgesics 48 38 90 95 90 
Other analgesics 4 5 30 39 30 
Benzodiazepines 15 22 48 77 88 
Antidepressants 21 35 92 65 50 
All other substances 32 32 104 100 148 
Total drug deaths 120 97 241 242 272 
Total drug mentions 269 247 659 716 780 
 
Treatment 

 Approximately 14% of the San Antonio adult male arrestees interviewed in 2003 
reported receiving inpatient/residential treatment at some point in their lives.45 

 
Adult Male Arrestee Drug/Alcohol Treatment Status, San Antonio, 2003 
Type of Treatment Percent 
Outpatient  
   Ever 12.1% 
   Past year 1.6 
Inpatient/residential  
   Ever 14.4 
   Past year 2.1 
 

 Among the Bexar County adults admitted to Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse (TCADA) funded treatment programs in 2002, the average length of time 
between a client’s first use of drugs and their admission to treatment was 15 years.46 

 In 2002, there were 3,119 adult admissions to TCADA-funded treatment programs in 
Bexar County. This is up from 2,669 admissions in 2001.47 
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Number of Adult Admissions to Treatment, by Drug Type, Bexar County, 1999-2002 
Drug Type 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol 733 787 909 939 
Amphetamines 75 116 115 91 
Powder cocaine 317 354 293 361 
Crack cocaine 292 304 344 330 
Downers 13 14 18 11 
Heroin 844 777 755 993 
Inhalants 5 -- 8 5 
Marijuana/hashish 174 160 173 343 
Other drugs -- 5 6 5 
Other opiates 42 31 45 37 
Total 2,495 2,548 2,669 3,119 
 

 During 2002, there were 373 juvenile admissions to TCADA-funded treatment 
programs in Bexar County.48 

 
Number of Juvenile Admissions to Treatment, by Drug Type, Bexar County, 1999-2002 
Drug Type 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol 12 7 8 23 
Powder cocaine 16 4 10 20 
Crack cocaine -- -- -- 4 
Heroin 29 22 13 40 
Inhalants 4 -- -- 5 
Marijuana/hashish 124 98 88 275 
Total 185 131 123 373 
 

 Approximately 32% of the Bexar County adults admitted to treatment in 2002 were 
referred through the criminal justice system, and 64% of the juveniles admitted were 
referred through the juvenile justice system.49 

 
Percent of Clients Referred Through Justice System, Bexar County, 2002 
Drug Type Adult Juvenile 
Alcohol 29% 87% 
Amphetamines 21 -- 
Powder cocaine 35 75 
Crack cocaine 26 100 
Downers 18 -- 
Heroin 29 85 
Inhalants 40 0 
Marijuana/hashish 61 59 
Other drugs 0 -- 
Other opiates 14 -- 
Total 32 64 
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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