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San Antonio, Texas 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 1,273,3741  
 Race/Ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 66.0% white; 6.7% 

black/African American; 0.5% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.1% Asian; 0.1% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 22.5% other race; 2.1% two or more races; 
61.3% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 San Antonio is located in Bexar County. 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Phil Hardberger3 
 City Council (Districts 1-10, respectively): Mary Alice P. Cisneros; Sheila McNeil; 

Jennifer V. Ramos; Philip Cortez; Lourdes Galvan; Delicia Herrera; Justin 
Rodriguez; Diane G. Cibrian; Louis E. Rowe; John G. Clamp4 

 City Manager: Sheryl L. Sculley5 
 Chief of Police: William McManus6 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)7 
Designated in 1990, the South Texas Region of the Southwest Border HIDTA is 
responsible for more than 23,000 square miles covering 14 Texas counties, including 
Bexar. The South Texas Region is one of the five partnerships comprising the 
Southwest Border HIDTA. 

 San Antonio Fighting Back (SAFB)8 
SAFB conducts a variety of programs designed to impact its three goals of increasing 
treatment accessibility, reducing drug-related crime and preventing youth substance 
abuse. These programs include Operation Weed & Seed, Educating Parents In 
Communities, Ex-Offender Transition Services and Project SUCCESS. 

 Project SUCCESS9 
This SAFB program is a collaboration between schools, community organizations 
and treatment centers working with youth and their parents in San Antonio’s 
Enterprise/Empowerment Zone to create a healthy and drug free environment for 
youth and their families. 

 Choosing Healthy Alternatives for Mental, Physical, and Spiritual Success 
(CHAMPSS)10 
This coalition involves youth-serving organizations and faith-based organizations to 
provide opportunities for inner-city youth to turn away from negative environments 
and substances 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During the month of January 2007, there were 14 homicides reported by the San 
Antonio Police Department. During full year 2006, there were 119 homicides 
reported to police.11 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 2



Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, San Antonio, 2005-January 31, 2007 
Offense Full Year 2005 Full Year 2006 January  2007 
Homicide 89 119 14 
Forcible rape 629 558 41 
Robbery 2,373 2,616 273 
Aggravated assault 32,139 32,373 2,708 
Burglary 14,583 14,813 1,379 
Larceny-theft 35,354 33,527 2,998 
Burglary from vehicle 26,109 24,524 2,028 
Vehicle theft 6,533 7,133 649 
 

 During January 2007, there were 1,031 drug offenses reported by the San Antonio 
Police Department. During full year 2006, there were 9,904 drug offenses reported to 
police.12 

 
Number of Drug Offenses Reported, by Substation, San Antonio, 2005-January 31, 2007 
Substation Full Year 2005 Full Year 2006 January 2007 
Central 1,909 2,230 218 
East 1,361 1,737 210 
North 948 1,336 117 
Northwest (Prue) 987 1,233 141 
South 1,114 1,395 105 
West 1,564 1,973 240 
Total drug offenses 7,883 9,904 1,031 
 

 During 2006, there were 8,451 drug possession arrests in Bexar County. There were 
7,494 such arrest during 2005.13 In 2004, there were 8,177 arrests for drug possession 
in Bexar County.14 

 
Substance-Related Arrests, Bexar County, 2003-2006 
Type of Offense 2003 2004 2005 2006 
DWI 8,188 10,793 8,164 9,767 
Liquor law violation 734 1,112 1,035 1,072 
Public intoxication 2,610 4,531 4,307 4,213 
Trafficking – all drugs 4,084 5,534 5,933 8,123 
Possession – all drugs 6,168 8,177 7,494 8,451 
Trafficking – marijuana 95 108 51 82 
Possession – marijuana 5,774 7,683 6,976 7,896 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine15 
Crack cocaine costs $400-$600/ounce in San Antonio. Powder cocaine sells for $500-
$700/ounce and $12,000-$16,000 in the city. 

 Heroin16 
Black tar heroin sells for $1,200-$2,400/ounce and $50,000-$62,000/kiligoram in San 
Antonio. Mexican brown heroin sells for $500-$800/ounce. 
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 Marijuana17 
The average price for a pound of commercial grade marijuana in San Antonio is 
$350-$450. Hydroponic marijuana sells for $3,000-$5,000/pound. 

 Methamphetamine18 
Domestic methamphetamine sells $700-$1,000/ounce and crystal methamphetamine 
sells for $8,000-$12,000/pound in San Antonio. 

 Club Drugs19 
In San Antonio, Rohypnol sells for $2-$4/pill and LSD sells for $8–$12/pill. 

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 2006, there were 1,993 sworn officers and 523 civilians working for 
the San Antonio Police Department.20 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts21 
As of April 16, 2007, there were 9 drug courts in existence or being planned in San 
Antonio. Five drug courts have been operating for at least two years, 1 had recently 
been implemented and 3 were being planned at that time. 

 
Corrections 

 During FY 2006, there were 213 offenders within Texas Substance Abuse Felony 
Punishment (SAFP) facilities that had been convicted in Bexar County.22 

 
Number of Offenders Convicted in Bexar County, FY 2006 
Offender Placement # of Offenders 
Prison 2,953 
State jail population 1,654 
SAFP 213 
Total 4,820 
 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2004, there were 234 drug-related deaths in Bexar County.23 
 
Drug and Alcohol Related Deaths, Bexar County, 2004 
Type of Death Adult                Youth Total 
Total alcohol related deaths 829 20 849 
   Direct alcohol related deaths 182 0 182 
   Indirect alcohol related deaths 647 20 667 
Total drug related deaths 230 4 234 
   Direct drug related deaths 197 4 201 
   Indirect drug related deaths 33 0 233 
 
Treatment 

 During 2007, there were 492 juvenile admissions to Texas Commission on Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse (TCADA)-funded treatment programs in Bexar County for 
marijuana/hashish.24 
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Number of Juvenile Admissions to Treatment, by Drug Type, Bexar County, 2004-2007 
Drug Type 2004 2005 2006 2007 
Alcohol 31 47 33 37 
Powder cocaine 18 47 38 37 
Crack cocaine * * * * 
Heroin 37 43 42 24 
Inhalants * * * * 
Marijuana/hashish 462 650 689 492 
Amphetamines * 18 13 * 
* Due to HIPAA confidentiality requirements, any row with a total admissions frequency of less than 10 
must be suppressed with a “*” 
 

 In 2007, there were 1,585 adult admissions to TCADA-funded treatment programs in 
Bexar County for heroin abuse.25 

 
Number of Adult Admissions to Treatment, by Drug Type, Bexar County, 2004-2007 
Drug Type 2004 2005 2006 2007 
Alcohol 1,122 1,143 1,028 1,077 
Amphetamines 160 284 292 285 
Powder cocaine 523 765 721 792 
Crack cocaine 432 567 440 561 
Downers 18 13 23 24 
Heroin 1,142 1,280 1,390 1,585 
Inhalants * * * * 
Marijuana/hashish 483 657 733 804 
Other drugs * * * * 
Other opiates 67 73 70 101 
* Due to HIPAA confidentiality requirements, any row with a total admissions frequency of less than 10 
must be suppressed with a “*” 
 

 Among the Bexar County adults admitted to TCADA funded treatment programs in 
2007, the average length of time between a client’s first use of heroin and their 
admission to treatment was 13 years.26 

 Approximately 11% of the Bexar County adults admitted to TCADA-funded 
treatment for heroin abuse in 2007 were referred through the criminal justice system. 
Approximately 75% of the juveniles admitted for heroin treatment were referred 
through the juvenile justice system.27 

 
Percent of Clients Referred Through Justice System, Bexar County, 2007 
Drug Type Adult Juvenile 
Alcohol 25% 70% 
Amphetamines 26 * 
Powder cocaine 20 70 
Crack cocaine 18 * 
Downers 17 * 
Heroin 11 75 
Inhalants * * 
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Marijuana/hashish 34 71 
Other drugs * * 
Other opiates 7 * 
* Due to HIPAA confidentiality requirements, any row with a total admissions frequency of less than 10 
must be suppressed with a “*” 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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