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Houston, Texas 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 1,941,4301 
 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 56.7% white; 23.5% 

black/African American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 5.8% Asian; 0.1% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 12.5% other race; 1.1% two or more races; 
42.3% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 Houston is located in Harris County.3  
 
Politics  

 Mayor: Bill White4  
 City Council Members (District): Toni Lawrence (A), Jarvis Johnson (B), Anne 

Clutterbuck (C), Ada Edwards (D), Addie Wiseman (E), M.J. Kahn (F), Pam Holm 
(G), Adrian Garcia (H), Carol Alvarado (I), Ronald Green (at large), Peter Brown (at 
large), Sue Lovell (at large), Michael Berry (at large)5  

 Chief of Police: Harold Hurtt6  
 County Sheriff: Tommy Thomas7 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)8 
Designated in 1990, the Houston HIDTA is responsible for the following counties: 
Aransas, Brooks, Fort Bend, Galveston, Hardin, Harris, Jefferson, Jim Wells, 
Kenedy, Kleberg, Liberty, Nueces, Orange, Refugio, San Patricio and Victoria.  

 Mayor’s Office of Public Safety and Drug Policy9 
This office implements prevention, intervention and suppression strategies to stop 
gang violence; assists crime victims; and coordinates and supports community 
volunteer projects in alcohol and drug abuse. 

 Houston Crackdown10 
Established in 1988, Houston Crackdown coordinates and supports community 
volunteer projects in alcohol and other drug abuse through prevention, education, 
treatment and rehabilitation efforts. The program also administers grant funding to 
various drug abuse prevention programs throughout the city. 

 Operation Renaissance11 
Operation Renaissance is a collaborative effort by the police department, other city 
departments, government agencies, and various community groups to revive the city's 
inner-city neighborhoods. Operation Renaissance is comprised of five pillars, 
including narcotics interdiction. The community assists the police by reporting known 
drug dealers and locations while the police utilize a two-phase approach in targeting 
identified individuals and locations. 
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Crime and Drug-Related Crime 
 Preliminary data indicate that there were 202 murders known to police in Houston 

from January through June 2006.12  There were 334 murders known to police during 
full year 2005.13  

 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Houston, 2005-June 2006 
Offense  Full Year 

2005 
Jan.-June 

2006 
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter 334 202 
Forcible rape 872 445 
Robbery 11,128 5,635 
Aggravated assault 11,653 5,934 
Burglary 27,541 12,568 
Larceny-theft  72,476 35,543 
Motor vehicle theft 20,408 10,140 
Arson 1,262 557 
 

 There were 21,194 drug possession arrests in Harris County during 2004.14  
 
Number of Substance-Related Arrests, Harris County, 2004 
Offense  2004 
DWI 10,543 
Liquor law violations  1,984 
Public intoxication  19,814 
Drug trafficking (all drugs)  243 
Drug possession (all drugs)   21,194 
Marijuana trafficking  47 
Marijuana possession 7,925 
All drug offenses  21,437 
 
Drugs  

 Cocaine15 
The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Houston Field Division reports a slight 
decrease in the price of cocaine and that it cocaine is readily available throughout the 
Houston area. Cocaine prices in Houston, during the second half of 2005, were $400-
$650/ounce. An ounce of crack cocaine sold for $325-$550. 

 Heroin16 
The DEA Houston Field Division reported the supply of brown and black tar heroin 
remains stable in the area. During the second half of 2005, black tar heroin sold for 
$2,000-$2,600/ounce, Mexican brown heroin sold for $1,200-$1,500/ounce and 
Columbian heroin sold for $60,000/kilogram in Houston. 

 Marijuana17 
Intelligence indicates reports that hydroponic marijuana is available in the Houston 
area, especially in Asian communities.  During the second half of 2005, Mexican 
marijuana sold for $600/pound, Canadian BC bud sold for $3,300/pound, Hydroponic 
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marijuana sold for $3,500/pound and commercial grade marijuana sold for $350-
$450/pound in Houston. 

 Methamphetamine18 
Methamphetamine is not only seen in the gay community in Houston, but also in the 
rural areas surrounding the city, with increasing criminal activities being reported as a 
result. Crystal meth is also being reported in the Black community in Houston. 
Former cocaine injectors report that methamphetamine is easy to obtain, less 
expensive and the “high” lasts longer than cocaine. During the second half of 2005, 
methamphetamine sold for $500-850/ounce and crystal methamphetamine sold for 
$700-$1,200/ounce in Houston. 

 Club Drugs 
The majority of the MDMA available in the Houston Division continues to originate 
in Europe, specifically from Belgium and the Netherlands. The availability and 
popularity of MDMA is increasing in the area. Other club drugs readily available in 
Houston include Rohypnol, Ketamine, GHB, LSD, and PCP.19  

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals 
The most commonly abused pharmaceutical drugs in Houston continue to be 
Hydrocodone, Promethazine with Codeine and other Codeine cough syrups and 
Benzodiazepines (mostly Alprazolam).20 In the Houston area, the use of OxyContin 
and hydrocodone is increasing, which is creating an increased demand for 
detoxification and methadone treatment. Intelligence indicates that Alprazolam sold 
for $2-$4/pill and anabolic steroids sold for $1-$3/tablet in Houston during the second 
half of 2005.21

 According to 2002-2005 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), approximately 6.2% of Houston metropolitan area residents (ages 12 or 
older) reported past month use of an illicit drug.22 

 According to 2002-2004 data from the NSDUH, approximately 4.4% of Houston area 
citizens (ages 12 or older) reported past month use of marijuana.23 

 
Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Houston area, 2002-2004 Data 
 Percent 
Past year cocaine use 1.9% 
Past year crack cocaine use 0.2 
Past year heroin use 0.0 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 4.1 
Past year OxyContin use 0.2 
Past month marijuana use 4.4 
Past year stimulant use 1.3 
Past year methamphetamine use 0.5 
Past year sedative use 0.1 
Past year ecstasy use 1.3 
Past year hallucinogen use 0.3 
Past year PCP use 0.2 
Past year inhalant use 0.6 
 
 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 4



Enforcement 
 As of October 31, 2005, there were 6,027 full-time law enforcement employees in 

Houston (4,779 officers and 1,248 civilians).24 
 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 The Houston area continues to be a primary transshipment area for the bulk 
importation of most major categories of drugs, including marijuana, cocaine and 
methamphetamine. Drug smuggling and illicit transportation are primarily dominated 
by Mexican, Colombian and Dominican poly-drug trafficking organizations.25 

 From Houston, methamphetamine is distributed to the Midwest and the East Coast. In 
Houston, crystal methamphetamine is being sold in local clubs and is also being 
offered by Mexican traffickers.26 

 Mexican marijuana is the predominant form of marijuana trafficked in the Houston 
area.27 

 Colombian heroin is transported through Houston to the Northeastern U.S.28 
 Asian gangs in Houston control the distribution of ecstasy.29 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts30 
As of November 22, 2006, there were 3 drug courts in existence in Houston that had 
been in existence for more than 2 years and 1 that was recently implemented. An 
additional 3 drug courts were being planned at that time in Houston. 

 
Corrections 

 During 2004, there were 6,973 probationers sentenced for felony controlled substance 
violations under the supervision of the Community Justice Assistance Division 
(CJAD) in Harris County.31 

 
Number of Offenders under CJAD supervision, Conviction in Harris County, 2004 
Offense Number of Offenders 
Felony Cont. Substance 6,973 
Felony DWI/DUI 1,557 
Misd. Contr. Substance 1,370 
Misd. DWI/DUI 4,145 
 
Sources  
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, 2005 American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
2 Ibid. 
3 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
4 Houston Mayor’s Office Web site: http://www.houstontx.gov/mayor/
5 Houston City Council Web site: http://www.houstontx.gov/council/index.html
6 Houston Police Department Web site: http://www.houstontx.gov/police/index.html
7 Harris County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.hcso.hctx.net/
8 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Houston High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area section: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/index.html
9 Mayor’s Office of Public Safety and Drug Policy Web site: 
 http://www.houstontx.gov/publicsafety/index.html
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10 Mayor’s Office of Public Safety and Drug Policy Web site, Houston Crackdown section:  
http://www.houstontx.gov/publicsafety/crackdown/index.html
11 Houston Police Department Web Site, Operation Renaissance section: 
http://www.houstontx.gov/police/operation_renaissance.htm
12 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, Preliminary Semiannual Uniform Crime 
Report, January-June 2006, December 2006: http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/prelim06/index.html
13 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
14 Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Substance-Related Statistics by County: 
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/
15 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2006: 
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends606.pdf
16 Ibid. 
17 Ibid. 
18 Ibid. 
19 Drug Enforcement Administration, Texas State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/texas.html
20 Ibid. 
21 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2006: 
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends606.pdf
22 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Substance Use in the 15 Largest 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, 2002-2005: http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/2k6/metro/metro.cfm
23 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, January 2006: 
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends106.pdf
24 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
25 Drug Enforcement Administration, Texas State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/texas.html
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
28 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2006: 
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends606.pdf
29 Ibid. 
30 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006:  
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
31 Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Community Justice Assistance Division Offender Profile: 
http://www.cjadtaip.tdcj.state.tx.us/OffenderProfile/OffenderProfile.aspx
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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