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ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse staff compiled this profile by using the most recent data
available from open sources. The data presented are as accurate as the sources from which they were
drawn. The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare States or
jurisdictions, due to differences in data collection and reporting methods.



Houston, Texas

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding,
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics®

» Population (2002 American Community Survey): 1,959,781

» Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 28.6% white; 24.9%
black/African American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 5.8% Asian; 0.0%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.2% other race; 0.8% two or more races;
39.4% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)

» Houston is located in Harris County.

Politics

> Mayor: Bill White?

» City Council Members (District): Toni Lawrence (A), Carrol Mims Galloway (B),
Mark Goldberg (C), Ada Edwards (D), Addie Wiseman (E), MJ Kahn (F), Pam Holm
(G), Adrian Garcia (H), Carol Alvarado (1), Ronald Green (at large), Mark Ellis (at
Iarge)éGordon Quan (at large), Shelley Sekula-Gibbs (at large), Michael Berry (at
large)

> Chief of Police: Harold Hurtt*

» County Sheriff: Tommy Thomas

Programs/Initiatives

> High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)®
Designated in 1990, the Houston HIDTA is responsible for the following counties:
Aransas, Brooks, Fort Bend, Galveston, Hardin, Harris, Jefferson, Jim Wells,
Kenedy, Kleberg, Liberty, Nueces, Orange, Refugio, San Patricio and Victoria.

» Mayor’s Office of Public Safety and Drug Policy’

This office implements prevention, intervention and suppression strategies to stop
gang violence; assists crime victims; and coordinates and supports community
volunteer projects in alcohol and drug abuse.

» Houston Crackdown®
Established in 1988, Houston Crackdown coordinates and supports community
volunteer projects in alcohol and other drug abuse through prevention, education,
treatment and rehabilitation efforts. The program also administers grant funding to
various drug abuse prevention programs throughout the city.

» Operation Renaissance’

Operation Renaissance is a collaborative effort by the police department, other city
departments, government agencies, and various community groups to revive the city's
inner-city neighborhoods. Operation Renaissance is comprised of five pillars,
including narcotics interdiction. The community assists the police by reporting known
drug dealers and locations while the police utilize a two-phase approach in targeting
identified individuals and locations.
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Federal Funding
» Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Houston (the dollar amounts
are the total funds received by the coalition since the original award year):*°
e Original award year 2003: $100,000 to Houston's Safe Schools/Healthy Students
Collaborative
e Original award year 2002: no Houston grantees
e Original award year 2001: $299,991 to the Third Ward Coalition on Substance
Abuse
e Original award year 2000: $375,000 to the Coalition of Behavioral Health
Services
e Original award year 1999: $414,589 to the North Forest Community Coalition
» Community Capacity Development Office®*
Three sites in Houston have received Federal funding and official recognition as
Weed and Seed sites.
» FY 2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Discretionary
Grant Funds received in Houston:*?
e Center for Mental Health Services: $899,350
e Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $1,392,440
e Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $2,352,171
» Office of Justice Program Drug Court Discretionary Grant recipients in Houston:
e FY 2003: no Houston grantees™
e FY 2002: no Houston grantees™
» Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant
recipients in Houston:
e FY 2003: no Houston grantees™
e FY 2002: no Houston grantees16
» FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services
grant amounts received in Houston:*’
e Communities (discretionary): 2 awards valued at a total of $450,000
e Counter-Terrorism (discretionary): 2 awards valued at $5,433,774
e Juvenile Justice:
= discretionary: 6 awards valued at $923,160
= formula: 0 awards
e Law Enforcement:
= discretionary: 10 awards valued at $18,332,168
= formula: 6 awards valued at $7,153,960
e Substance Abuse:
= discretionary: 0 awards
= formula: 0 awards
e Victims:
= discretionary: 2 awards valued at $629,918
=  formula: 0 awards
» FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Low Income Housing Drug Elimination
Grant amount received in Houston:*®
e $125,000 awarded to Cleme Manor Charitable Trust
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Crime and Drug-Related Crime
» Preliminary data indicate that there were 278 murders known to police in Houston
during 2003. There were 256 murders reported during 2002.%°

Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Houston, 2002-2003

Offense 2002 2003
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter 256 278
Forcible rape 892 768
Robbery 11,212 10,985
Aggravated assault 12,598 11,957
Burglary 26,905 26,522
Larceny-theft 73,445 72,032
Motor vehicle theft 23,939 21,451
Arson 1,696 1,553

> There were 20,692 drug possession arrests in Harris County during 2003.%°

Number of Substance-Related Arrests, Harris County, 2000-2003

Offense | 2000 2001 2002 2003
DWI 8,625 8,274 9,155 9,337
Liquor law violations 2,621 2,177 2,453 2,313
Public intoxication 25,097 22,375 23,107 20,755
Drug trafficking (all drugs) 169 160 171 0
Drug possession (all drugs) 18,518 18,878 19,730 20,692
Marijuana trafficking 51 62 38 0
Marijuana possession 7,077 7,250 7,195 7,950
All drug offenses 18,687 19,038 19,901 20,909

» Data from 2003 indicate that 22.6% of Houston adult male arrestees tested positive

for cocaine at arrest.?!

Percent of Adult Male Arrestees Testing Positive, Houston, 2003

Drug Type | Percent Positive
Cocaine 22.6%
Heroin 5.7
Marijuana 47.5
Methamphetamine 2.1

Any of above drugs 61.7
Multiple drugs 16.1

» Additional Houston arrestee drug use data for 2003 indicate that 54.5% of the adult
male arrestees used marijuana within the past year. Among those reporting past year
marijuana use, the average number of days the drug was used in the past month was

11.9 days.?
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Past Drug Use Among Adult Male Arrestees, Houston, 2003

Drug Type Past 7 Days Past 30 Days Past Year Avg. # Days
Crack cocaine 17.1% 21.5% 19.6% 9.3 days

Powder cocaine 19.6 24.0 27.2 7.4 days

Marijuana 42.3 45.6 54.5 11.9 days
Methamphetamine 6.6 6.6 7.7 3.7 days

Heroin 0.4 0.4 0.3 5.0 days

Drugs

» Cocaine

In the 2nd quarter of 2004, an ounce of crack sold for $400-$650 and an ounce of
powder cocaine sold for $400-$650 in Houston.?

> Heroin
The DEA Houston Field Division reports that brown and black tar heroin are
available throughout the area. In 2003, Mexican heroin samples tested in Houston
averaged 27.4% pure. In the 2nd quarter of 2004, an ounce of black tar heroin sold for
$1,200-$2,600 in Houston.**

» Marijuana
Commercial grade marijuana sold for $350-$450/pound in Houston during the 2nd
quarter of 2004.%> High quality sinsemilla sold for $600/pound in the Houston area
during the 4th quarter of 2003.%°

» Methamphetamine
Most of the methamphetamine found in the Houston area is produced in Mexico. In
the 2nd quarter of 2004, methamphetamine sold for $8,000/pound and $500-
$850/ounce in Houston. Ice (smoked methamphetamine) sold for $13,000-
$17,000/pound.?’

» Club Drugs and Hallucinogens
A psychedelic phenethylamine that is neither scheduled nor controlled has been found
in the Houston area. The availability of PCP in the Houston area is increasing and it
sells for $45-$80/ounce. Single dosage units of ecstasy sell for $8-$25.% In Houston,
liquid ketamine is dried to a white powder and then bagged for sale.”® GHB costs $5-
$10/dose, and $725-$1,000/gallon. A two gram bottle of “Sweet Breath” (LSD) sells
for $160-$180.%

> Diverted Pharmaceuticals
The Houston DEA Field Division office reports that hydrocodone, promethazine with
codeine, and other codeine cough syrups are the most commonly abused
pharmaceutical drugs. Promethazine or phenergan with codeine sells for $75-$100 for
4 ounces, $125 for 8 ounces, and $1,600 for a gallon in the area. Alprazolam sells for
$3-$5.%' Hydrocodone sells for $35/pill.*

> 3.7% of adults surveyed in the Houston area during 2000 reported drug dependence.®

Past Year Alcohol and Drug Abuse and Dependence, Houston, 2000
Alcohol Drugs Alcohol or Drugs

Abuse Dependence Abuse Dependence Abuse Dependence
12.1% 5.8% 2.0% 3.7% 11.4% 8.2%
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> During 2000, 7.7% of adults surveyed in Houston reported past year marijuana use.*

Past Year Substance Use and Problems, Houston, 2000

Substance Percent
Alcohol 71.8%
Heavy alcohol 6.0

Any illicit drug 10.7
Marijuana 7.7
Cocaine/crack 1.8

Alcohol problems 18.7

Drug problems 6.1

Juveniles

» 40.7% of Houston high school students surveyed during 2001 reported lifetime use of
marijuana.®

Percent of High School Students Using Selected Drugs, Houston, 2001

Drug Type and Use Female Male Total

Lifetime marijuana use 32.9% | 48.9% | 40.7%
Current marijuana use 15.9 25.2 20.4
Lifetime cocaine use 8.2 9.6 8.9
Current cocaine use 3.7 4.9 4.3
Lifetime inhalant use 8.6 8.7 8.7
Current inhalant use 3.3 3.2 3.2
Lifetime heroin use 2.3 3.6 3.0
Lifetime methamphetamine use 5.2 6.8 6.0
Lifetime illegal steroid use 5.1 6.4 5.7
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.4 3.2 2.3
Tired marijuana before age 13 years 8.6 17.5 12.9
Enforcement

> As of October 31, 2002, there were 7,084 full-time law enforcement employees in
Houston (5,360 officers and 1,724 civilians).*

Trafficking and Seizures

» The international airport in Houston is a major port for the distribution of drugs in
and out of the state.®’

> A large-scale Vietnamese organization is distributing methamphetamine and ecstasy
in the Houston area.®

> Most of the methamphetamine in Houston comes from Mexico.*

» During 2002, the Harris County Sheriff’s Office K-9 Unit responded to 1,129 calls
for service. As a result of the K-9 Unit efforts, 3,025 pounds of marijuana, 45
kilograms of cocaine, and 1.03 kilograms of methamphetamine were seized in 2002.%°
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Courts

» Drug Courts™
As of May 2004, there were no drug courts in existence in Houston. Two drug courts
were being planned at that time.

Corrections
» During FY 2002, there were 261 offenders within Texas substance abuse felony
punishment facilities (SAFP) that had been convicted in Harris County.*

Number of Offenders Convicted in Harris County, FY 2002

# of Offenders
SAFP offenders 261
State jail population 5,447
Prison population 26,589

Consequences of Use
> During 2002, there were 541 drug-related deaths in Harris County.*?

Drug and Alcohol Related Deaths, Harris County, 2002

| ~ Adult Youth |~ Total
Total alcohol related deaths 1,635 42 1,677
Direct alcohol related deaths 381 N/A 381
Indirect alcohol related deaths 1,254 42 1,296
Total drug related deaths 533 8 541
Direct drug related deaths 359 4 363
Indirect drug related deaths 174 4 178

» There were 193 drug-related motor vehicle accidents in Harris County during 2001
that caused injuries.*

Substance-Related Motor Vehicle Accidents, Harris County, 2001

Alcohol Drug Alcohol and Drug
Total injury accidents 2,086 193 2
Fatal injury accidents 112 18 0
Non-fatal injury accid. 1,974 175 2
Non-fatal injuries 3,602 341 5
Fatal injuries 128 25 0

Treatment
> Approximately 19% of the Houston adult male arrestees interviewed during 2003
reported receiving outpatient treatment at some point in their lives.*®
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Percent of Adult Male Arrestees Reporting Past Drug Treatment, Houston, 2003

Type of Treatment Ever Past Year
Outpatient 19.3% 9.4%
Inpatient/residential 24.7 7.6

» During 2002, there were 5,979 adult admissions to Texas Commission on Alcohol
and Drug Abuse (TCADA)-funded treatment programs in Harris County.*®

Number of Adult Admissions to TCADA-Funded Programs, Harris County, 1999-2002

Drug 1999 2000 2001 2002 |
Alcohol 1,583 1,305 1,708 2,043
Amphetamines 31 44 62 70
Powder cocaine 391 311 305 328
Crack cocaine 2,951 1,789 1,628 1,889
Downers 55 57 54 43
Hallucinogens 9 10 21 10
Heroin 429 528 387 523
Inhalants 7 5 5 8
Marijuana/hashish 650 526 606 678
Other drugs 63 73 74 104
Other opiates 88 131 208 283
Total 6,257 4,779 5,058 5,979

> There were 788 juvenile admissions to TCADA-funded treatment programs in Harris

County during 2002.%

Number of Juvenile Admissions to TCADA-Funded Programs, Harris Co., 1999-2002

Drug 1999 2000 || 2001 2002 |
Alcohol 58 53 43 24
Amphetamines 4 6 9 7
Powder cocaine 32 13 29 29
Crack cocaine 7 10 16 8
Downers --% B 5 15
Hallucinogens 9 10 --* --*
Inhalants 12 12 12 16
Marijuana/hashish 679 528 654 653
Other drugs 12 25 29 27
Other opiates --* --* 5 7
Total ~ 813 ~ 662 805 788

* Where the number of admissions is less than 4, the data have been removed to protect the identities of

those in treatment

Sources

1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, American Community Survey: 2002 Data Profiles:
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2002/ACS/index.htm
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2002/ACS/index.htm

2 Houston Mayor’s Office Web site: http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/citygovt/mayor/
® Houston City Council Web site: http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/citygovt/council/
* Houston Police Department Web site: http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/hpd/
> Harris County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.hcso.hctx.net/
¢ Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Houston High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area section:
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_hous.html
" Mayor’s Office of Public Safety and Drug Policy Web site: http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/opsdp/
& Mayor’s Office of Public Safety and Drug Policy Web site, Houston Crackdown section:
http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/opsdp/crackdown.htm
° Houston Police Department Web Site, Operation Renaissance section:
http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/departme/police/operation_renaissance.htm
19 Drug-Free Communities Support Program Grantees: http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/grantee/index.asp
X Community Capacity Development Office Web site, Texas section:
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=TX
12 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Summary Grant Awards:
http://alt.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states/State.htm
3 Bureau of Justice Assistance, FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grants:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/03DrugCtAwd.pdf
% Bureau of Justice Assistance, FY 2002 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grants:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/DrugCourts/02DCgrants.htm
15 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, FY 2003 COPS Methamphetamine Grant:
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/mime/open.pdf?ltem=951
16 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, COPS Methamphetamine Grant Announcement,
November 14, 2002: http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/GrantAnnounce/meth_grantees.pdf
17 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services FY 2003 Awards to Texas, Listed
by Locality Broken Down by Function: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2003grants/map/txsubj.htm
¥ Housing and Urban Development, Federally Assisted Low Income Housing Drug Elimination Grants:
Detailed Congressional Report, FY 2001; http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
19 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Reports, January-December 2003, May 24, 2004:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/2003/03prelimucr.pdf
% Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Arrests for Substance-Related and Violent Crimes:
Harris County, 1996-2003: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/arrests03.php
2! National Institute of Justice, Drug and Alcohol Use and Related Matters Among Arrestees, 2003, 2004:
Elzttp:/lwww.oip.usdoi.qov/nii/adam/ADAM2003.pdf

Ibid.
2 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2004, July
224004: http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf

Ibid.
% Ibid.
%6 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, December 2003,
February 2004: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/trends1203.pdf
2" Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2004, July
228004: http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf

Ibid.
% Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, December 2003,
February 2004: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/trends1203.pdf
% Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2002, July
2002: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/June2002.pdf
%1 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2004, July
2004: http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
% Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2002, July
2002: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/June2002.pdf
% Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, 2000 Texas Survey of Substance Use Among Adults:
QAttp://WWW.tcada.state.tx.us/research/AduItHousehoId.pdf

Ibid.
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http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/citygovt/mayor/
http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/citygovt/council/
http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/hpd/
http://www.hcso.hctx.net/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_hous.html
http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/opsdp/
http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/opsdp/crackdown.htm
http://www.ci.houston.tx.us/departme/police/operation_renaissance.htm
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/grantee/index.asp
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=TX
http://alt.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states/State.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/03DrugCtAwd.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/DrugCourts/02DCgrants.htm
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/mime/open.pdf?Item=951
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/GrantAnnounce/meth_grantees.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2003grants/map/txsubj.htm
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/2003/03prelimucr.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/arrests03.php
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/adam/ADAM2003.pdf
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/trends1203.pdf
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/trends1203.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/June2002.pdf
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/June2002.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/AdultHousehold.pdf

% Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance — United States, 2001,
June 2002: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/SS/SS5104.pdf
% Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2002, October 2003:
http://mwww.fhi.gov/ucr/02cius.htm
% Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, December 2003,
February 2004: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/trends1203.pdf
% Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2004, July
2004: http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
% Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, December 2003,
February 2004: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/trends1203.pdf
“ Harris County Sheriff’s Office, K-9 Unit: http://www.hcso.hctx.net/patrol/K9/default.asp
“! Bureau of Justice Assistance Drug Court Clearinghouse, Summary of Drug Court Activity by State and
County, May 27, 2004: http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/drgchart2k.pdf
“2 Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Statistical Report, FY 2002, January 2003:
http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/publications/executive/Stat%20Report. PDF
“3 Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Substance-Related Deaths: Harris County, 1998-2002:
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/deaths01.php
“4 Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Substance-Related Motor Vehicle Accidents: Harris
County, 2000-2001: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/mvaccident00.php
“> National Institute of Justice, Drug and Alcohol Use and Related Matters Among Arrestees, 2003, 2004:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nijladam/ADAM?2003.pdf
“ Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Harris County Substance-Related Statistics:
517ttp://Www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/resuIts.php?reqion:6&countv:Harris

Ibid.

ONDCP Clearinghouse 10


http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/SS/SS5104.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/02cius.htm
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/trends1203.pdf
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends704.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/trends/trends1203.pdf
http://www.hcso.hctx.net/patrol/K9/default.asp
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/drgchart2k.pdf
http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/publications/executive/Stat Report.PDF
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/deaths01.php
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/mvaccident00.php
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/adam/ADAM2003.pdf
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/results.php?region=6&county=Harris

This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact:

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
ondcp(@ncjrs.org



http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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