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ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse staff compiled this profile by using the most recent data
available from open sources. The data presented are as accurate as the sources from which they were
drawn. The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare States or
jurisdictions, due to differences in data collection and reporting methods.




El Paso, Texas

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics

> Population (2004 American Community Survey): 578,622"

» Race/Ethnicity (2004 American Community Survey): 80.8% white; 2.7%
black/African American; 0.6% American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.1% Asian; 0.0%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 13.6% other race; 1.1% two or more races;
79.4% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)?

> The city of El Paso is located in El Paso County.?

Politics

» Mayor: John Cook*

» City Council (Districts 1-8, respectively): Ann Morgan Lilly; Susie Byrd; Jose
Alexandro Lozano; Melina Castro; Presi Ortega; Eddie Holguin Jr.; Steve Ortega;
Beto O'Rourke’

> El Paso Chief of Police: Richard Wiles®

Programs/Initiatives

> High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)’
Designated in 1990, the Southwest Border HIDTA/West Texas Region is responsible
for 10 counties in Texas including El Paso County.

> El Paso Intelligence Center (EPIC)®
Established in 1974, EPIC originally focused on drug movement and immigration
violations around the U.S./Mexico border, but has since broadened its focus to
include all of the U.S. and the Western Hemisphere. EPIC dedicates many programs
to post-seizure analysis and the establishment of links between recent enforcement
actions and ongoing investigations. EPIC also coordinates training for state and local
officers in the methods of highway drug and drug currency interdiction through its
Operation Pipeline program.

Crime and Drug-Related Crime
> During 2004, there were 11 murders known to police in El Paso.® This is a decrease
from the 21 murders reported during 2003.%°

Index Offenses Known to Police, El Paso, 2003-2004

Offense Type | 2003 2004
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 21 11
Forcible rape 219 201
Robbery 581 570
Aggravated assault 2,681 2,460
Burglary 2,185 2,304
Larceny-theft 17,735 16,702
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Motor vehicle theft 1,860 1,840

Arson 117 200

Drugs

>

Cocaine

Cocaine is readily available throughout EI Paso. An ounce of powder cocaine costs
$550 and a gram of powder cocaine costs $50-$60 in El Paso. An ounce of crack
cocaine costs $500, while a gram of crack typically costs $10-20."

> Heroin
According to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), black tar heroin was the
predominant type of heroin found in El Paso during 2005. An ounce of black tar
heroin typically costs $1,000 in El Paso. During 2004, heroin was 50.5% pure and
cost $0.27 per milligram.*?

» Marijuana
The average price for a pound of commercial grade marijuana in El Paso is $200."

» Methamphetamine
A kilogram of “ice” sells for $22,000 in El Paso.**

» Club Drugs
Ecstasy, rohypnol, and other pharmaceuticals are being used at rave parties in El Paso
County.™

» Other Drugs
Morphine, Demerol, darvocet, codeine, vicodin cough syrup, and fentanyl are the
major diverted pharmaceutical drugs of abuse in EI Paso.*®

Enforcement

> As of October 31, 2004, there were 1,438 full-time law enforcement employees in El
Paso (1,108 officers and 330 civilians).’

> Stash House Initiative'®

Many drug trafficking organizations attempt to set up stash houses in El Paso because
of its close proximity to the Mexico border. Drugs are temporarily stored at these
houses for the purpose of repackaging and to facilitate distribution to other cities
throughout the United States. The stash house initiative enhances and coordinates
drug control efforts among local, state, and Federal law enforcement agencies and
provides agencies with a coordination structure, equipment, technology, and
additional resources.

Trafficking and Seizures

>

>

>

The EI Paso/Juarez corridor serves as a transshipment point for cocaine to various
locations in the U.S.**

Mexican black tar and brown heroin are routinely seized at the POEs in El Paso
County.?

The DEA El Paso Field Division of reports that methamphetamine traffickers supply
the area from Mexico and California. The methamphetamine is then distributed by
local street gangs.**

Marijuana is trafficked from points in Mexico, through EIl Paso, destined for non-
border regions of Texas.?
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Courts

» Drug Courts®
As of April 2006, there were 3 drug courts in El Paso that had been operating for
more than 2 years and 2 that had recently been implemented. There were no other
drug courts in existence or being planned in El Paso at that time.

Sources

1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, American Community Survey: 2004 Data Profiles:
?ttpZ//WWW.CenSUS.QOV/aCS/WWW/

Ibid.
® El Paso County Website: http://www.co.el-paso.tx.us/
* El Paso Mayor Web site: http://www.elpasotexas.gov/mayor/default.asp
® El Paso City Council Web site: http://www.elpasotexas.gov/council/about.asp
® El Paso Police Department Web site, Chief of Police: http://www.elpasotexas.gov/police/default.asp
" Office of National Drug Control Policy, Southwest Border High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area/West
Texas Region Fact Sheet: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/southwest.html
® Drug Enforcement Administration, EI Paso Intelligence Center:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/programs/epic.htm
° Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2004, October 2005:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius_04/
10 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2003, October 2004:
http://mwww.fhi.gov/ucr/03cius.htm
1 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, January 2006:
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/nida/researchProjects/Jan%202006%20Drug%20Trends.pdf
12 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, January 2006:
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/nida/researchProjects/Jan%202006%20Drug%20Trends.pdf
3 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, January 2006:
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/nida/researchProjects/Jan%202006%20Drug%20Trends.pdf
 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, January 2006:
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/nida/researchProjects/Jan%202006%20Drug%20Trends.pdf
> Drug Enforcement Administration, Texas State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/texas.html
18 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, January 2006:
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/nida/researchProjects/Jan%202006%20Drug%20Trends.pdf
7 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Reports: 2004, October 2005:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius_04/
18 E| Paso Police Department Web site, Stash House Initiative:
http://www.elpasotexas.gov/police/stash_house.asp
19 Drug Enforcement Administration, Texas State Factsheet: http://www.dea.qov/pubs/states/texas.html
% Drug Enforcement Administration, Texas State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/texas.html
2! Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, January 2006:
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/nida/researchProjects/Jan%202006%20Drug%20Trends.pdf
22 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, January 2006:
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/nida/researchProjects/Jan%202006%20Drug%20Trends.pdf
23 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of
Drug Court Activity by State and County, April 14, 2006:
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug
issues, please contact:

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html



http://www.ncjrs.gov/
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