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Dallas, Texas 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2002 American Community Survey): 1,173,5491  
 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 32.2% white; 26.0% 

black/African American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.8% Asian; 0.1% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.1% some other race; 1.0% two or more 
races; 38.6% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 The city of Dallas is located in Collin, Dallas, and Denton counties.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Laura Miller4 
 City Council (Districts 1-14, respectively): Dr. Elba Garcia; John Loza (Mayor Pro 

Tem); Ed Oakley; Maxine Thornton-Reese; Donald W. Hill (Deputy Mayor Pro 
Tem); Steve Salazar; Leo V. Chaney, Jr.; James L. Fantroy; Gary Griffith; Bill 
Blaydes; Lois Finkelman; Sandy Greyson; Mitchell Rasansky; Veletta Forsythe Lill5 

 City Manager: Teodoro J. Benavides6 
 Chief of Police: David Kunkle7 
 Collin County Sheriff: Terry G. Box8 
 Dallas County Sheriff: Jim Bowles9 
 Denton County Sheriff: Weldon Lucas10 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) 11 
Designated in 1998, the North Texas HIDTA is responsible for the following 
counties: Collin, Dallas, Denton, Ellis, Henderson, Hood, Hunt, Johnson, Kaufman, 
Lubbock, Parker, Rockwall, Smith, and Tarrant. 

 Greater Dallas Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse (GDCADA)12 
Since the council was founded in 1946, it has developed campaigns to reduce the 
incidence and impact of alcohol and drug abuse. Some of the GDCADA services and 
programs include education classes for drug and DWI offenders, school-based 
prevention programs, a prevention resource center, and community service/restitution 
programs. 

 
Federal Funding 

 Drug Free Communities Support Program13 
Only one Dallas coalition has received funding through the Drug-Free Communities 
Support Program. Since FY 2000, the Girl Scouts of Tejas Council have received 
$375,000 from the Drug-Free Communities Support Program. 

 Community Capacity Development Office14 
Three areas in Dallas have been officially recognized as Weed and Seed sites: 
Ferguson Road Initiative, Old East Dallas, and South Dallas/Fairpark. 
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 FY 2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
Discretionary Funds received in Dallas:15  
• Center for Mental Health Services: no Dallas recipients 
• Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $343,000 
• Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $2,860,466 

 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court grant amount received in Dallas:16 
• $499,465 to Dallas County for a juvenile drug court program 

 There were no Dallas recipients of the FY 2003 Office of Community Oriented 
Policing Services Methamphetamine Grant.17 

 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services grant 
amounts received in Dallas:18 
• Community Based (discretionary): 2 awards valued at $725,000 
• Counter-terrorism (discretionary): 0 awards in Dallas 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: 2 awards valued at $294,233 
 formula: 0 awards in Dallas 

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: 8 awards valued at $4,200,444 
 formula: 5 awards valued at $5,628,567 

• Substance Abuse:  
 discretionary: 1 award valued at $499,565 
 formula: 0 awards in Dallas 

• Victims:  
 discretionary: 3 awards valued at $1,434,586 
 formula: 0 awards in Dallas 

 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grants received in Dallas during  
FY 2001:19 
• Grove Village Apartments, LTD received $125,000. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2001, there were 8,330 robbery offenses known to police in Dallas.20 This 
number decreased to 8,041 during 2002.21 According to preliminary 2003 data, there 
were 7,963 robbery offenses known to police in Dallas.22 

 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Dallas, 2001-2003 
Offense 2001 2002 2003 
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter 240 196 226 
Forcible rape 660 656 601 
Robbery 8,330 8,041 7,963 
Aggravated assault 8,546 8,125 8,075 
Burglary 20,635 20,351 21,927 
Larceny-theft 53,611 56,306 58,554 
Motor vehicle theft 18,984 18,365 17,419 
Arson 1,655 1,567 1,301 
Crime index total 111,006 112,040 -- 
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 Data from 2003 indicate that 39.1% of Dallas adult male arrestees tested positive for 
marijuana at arrest.23 

 
Adult Male Arrestee Positive Drug Results, Dallas, 2003 
Drug Type Percent Positive 
Cocaine 32.7 
Opiates 6.9 
Marijuana 39.1 
Methamphetamine 5.8 
Any of above drugs 62.3 
Multiple drugs 21.7 
 

 Additional Dallas arrestee drug use data for 2003 indicate that 47.2% of the adult 
male arrestees used marijuana within the past year. Among those reporting past year 
marijuana use, the average number of days the drug was used in the past month was 
11.1 days.24 

 
Past Drug Use Among Adult Male Arrestees, Dallas, 2003 
Drug Type Past 7 Days Past 30 Days Past Year Avg. # Days 
Crack cocaine 12.5% 13.7% 15.9% 8.6 days 
Powder cocaine 8.3 11.2 15.5 4.5 days 
Marijuana 36.4 40.9 47.2 11.1 days 
Methamphetamine 3.8 4.6 7.5 6.8 days 
Heroin 2.0 2.8 3.9 9.6 days 
 

 There were 9,202 arrests for drug offenses in Dallas County during 2003.25 
 
Substance-Related Arrests, Dallas Counties, 2003 
Selected Offenses Collin Dallas Denton 
DWI 1,425 8,204 1,335 
Public intoxication 1,355 17,799 1,775 
Drug trafficking (all drugs) 0 0 0 
Possession (all drugs) 1,327 7,790 1,119 
Marijuana trafficking 0 0 0 
Marijuana possession 856 3,673 727 
All drug offenses 1,441 9,202 1,241 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine26 
Powder cocaine is abundant in Dallas and available in gram to ounce quantities. A 
gram of powder cocaine sells for $50-$80 and an ounce of powder cocaine sells for 
$650-$950 in Dallas. An ounce of crack cocaine sells for $750-$1,100. 

 Heroin 
Mexican brown heroin sells for $10 per cap, $110-$300 per gram, and $800-$3,000 
per ounce in Dallas. Colombian heroin sells for $10 per cap, $2,000 per ounce, and 
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$70,000-$80,000 per kilogram. Asian heroin sells for $200-$350 per gram, $2,000-
$4,000 per ounce, and $70,000 per kilogram.27 Purity levels for South American 
heroin range from 74-89% according to the DEA Dallas Division.28

 Marijuana 
Marijuana is readily available in the Dallas area. Indoor-grown (sinsemilla) sells for 
$700-$1,200 per pound in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Locally-grown indoor 
marijuana sells for $6,000 per pound.29 Commercial grade marijuana sells for $350-
$600 per pound.30

 Methamphetamine 
Crystal methamphetamine is readily available and increasingly prevalent in Dallas. A 
pound of domestic methamphetamine sells for $4,000-$8,000, an ounce sells for 
$700-$1,500, and a gram sells for $70-$100. A pound of ice sells for $8,500-
$19,000.31 Mexican methamphetamine sells for $5,800-$9,000 per pound and $400 
per ounce. 32

 Club Drugs33 
MDMA is widely available in multi-thousand quantities in Dallas. MDMA sells for 
$4-$6 per dose at the wholesale level and $6-$20 in single dosage units. A dose of 
GHB sells for $20. LSD sells for $1-$10 per dose. Ketamine available in Dallas is 
originally obtained from Mexico. PCP is sold for $10 per “sherm stick” and $25 per 
cigarette. 

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals34 
According to the Dallas DEA, alprazolam (Xanax) is a commonly abused diverted 
drug and sells for $3-$10 per tablet. According to the Dallas-Fort Worth DEA field 
division, Dilaudid sells for $20-$80 per tablet. Soma sells for $2-5 per tablet; 
hydrocodone sells for $3-$10 per tablet; OxyContin sells for $20 per tablet; 
methadone sells for $10 per 10 milligram tablet; and promethazine with codeine sells 
for $200-$300 per pint. 

 
Juveniles 

 During 2003, 47.4% of Dallas high school students reported using marijuana at least 
once within their lifetime.35 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Selected Drug Use, by Gender, Dallas, 2003 
 Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use 43.3% 51.9% 47.4% 
Current marijuana use 17.5 27.4 22.4 
Lifetime cocaine use 10.3 13.6 11.9 
Current cocaine use 4.2 5.7 4.9 
Lifetime inhalant use 8.5 8.8 8.7 
Current inhalant use 2.7 2.5 2.6 
Lifetime heroin use 1.7 3.1 2.4 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 5.3 5.2 5.2 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 4.2 4.2 4.2 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 2.2 2.1 2.2 
Tried marijuana before age 13 years 7.8 17.6 12.5 
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 During 2003 in Dallas, 25% of high school seniors reported using marijuana within the 
past month.36 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Selected Drug Use, by Grade, Dallas, 2003 
 9th 10th 11th 12th  
Lifetime marijuana use 44.5% 46.5% 49.1% 53.1% 
Current marijuana use 23.2 19.9 21.3 25.0 
Lifetime cocaine use 11.6 12.5 12.3 11.5 
Current cocaine use 5.5 4.3 5.1 4.3 
Lifetime inhalant use 10.1 9.1 8.0 6.2 
Current inhalant use 3.3 2.3 2.4 1.7 
Lifetime heroin use 2.2 2.1 3.6 2.0 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 3.7 5.9 7.4 5.5 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 5.8 2.8 4.3 2.7 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 2.6 2.2 2.4 0.9 
Tried marijuana before age 13 years 17.9 10.8 10.4 6.2 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2002, there were 3,401 law enforcement employees in Dallas 
(2,846 officers and 555 civilians).37 

 Dallas Police Department Narcotics Division38 
The Narcotics Division of the Dallas Police Department consists of four units, 
including Street Level Enforcement; Mid and Upper Level Enforcement; Federal 
Task Force; and Airport Interdiction. 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Mexican drug trafficking organizations pose the most serious threat to the North 
Texas HIDTA region.39 

 Mexican traffickers produce white and beige colored heroin in Dallas, using the 
Colombian production method.40 

 GHB trafficking in on the rise in Dallas.41 
 On May 7, 2003, officers from the Dallas County Sheriff’s Office, Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, and the North Texas HIDTA seized 24 pounds of crystal 
methamphetamine.42 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts43 
As of May 2004, there was one drug court in Dallas that had been operating for over 
2 years and one drug court that was being planned.  

 During FY 2002, 28% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in Northern Texas were 
charged with committing a drug offense. Methamphetamine was involved in 34.8% 
of the drug cases.44 
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Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Offenses, Northern Texas, FY 2002 
Drug Type Involved Offenses % of Total 
Methamphetamine 101 34.8 
Marijuana 48 16.6 
Powder cocaine 83 28.6 
Crack cocaine 37 12.8 
Heroin 8 2.8 
Other 13 4.5 
 
Corrections 

 During FY 2002, there were 482 offenders within substance abuse felony punishment 
facilities (SAFP) that had been convicted in Dallas County.45 

 
Number of Incarcerated Offenders, by County of Conviction, FY 2002 
 Collin Dallas Denton 
SAFP offenders 25 482 16 
State jail population 102 1,393 103 
Prison population 1,126 19,002 1,478 
 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2001, nearly 20% of the new HIV cases in Dallas County involved exposure 
due to intravenous drug use.46 

 There were 5,572 drug-related emergency department (ED) episodes in Dallas during 
2002. Cocaine was mentioned 1,467 times in the ED episodes.47 

 
Number of ED Episodes and Mentions, Selected Drugs, Dallas, 1998-2002 
 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol-in-combination 2,024 1,673 1,870 1,786 1,482 
Cocaine 2,586 2,106 2,180 1,770 1,467 
Heroin 500 428 478 443 304 
Marijuana 1,510 1,172 1,225 1,049 851 
Amphetamines 336 307 351 378 299 
Methamphetamine 186 100 135 111 98 
MDMA 15 24 71 77 53 
Ketamine 0 3 10 11 6 
LSD 93 105 64 43 5 
PCP 62 95 120 96 141 
Miscellaneous hallucinogens 7 11 12 -- -- 
Rohypnol 7 5 4 8 3 
GHB 160 156 169 128 105 
Inhalants 35 38 31 42 16 
Combin. not tabulated above 8 9 -- -- -- 
Total drug episodes 7,198 6,241 6,789 6,498 5,572 
Total drug mentions 13,396 11,430 12,458 12,111 10,154 
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 During 2002, there were 345 drug-related deaths reported to the Drug Abuse Warning 
Network by Medical Examiners (ME) in Dallas County.48 

  
Number of Drug Abuse Deaths and Drug Mentions, Dallas County, 1998-2002 
 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol-in-combination 133 119 100 115 97 
Cocaine 130 132 140 163 152 
Heroin/morphine 62 68 81 69 67 
Marijuana 85 84 70 50 20 
Amphetamines 5 3 6 2 3 
Methamphetamine 7 7 19 30 33 
Club drugs 2 1 6 10 1 
Hallucinogens -- 4 7 18 5 
Inhalants -- -- -- -- -- 
Narcotic analgesics 42 46 83 66 116 
Other analgesics 34 34 25 16 49 
Benzodiazepines 41 45 63 42 46 
Antidepressants 63 68 61 46 127 
All other substances 156 118 167 77 194 
Total drug deaths 316 274 271 285 345 
Total drug mentions 760 729 828 704 910 
 
Treatment 

 During 2003, approximately 20.1% of Dallas adult male arrestees reported receiving 
outpatient treatment at some point in their lives.49 

 
Percent of Adult Male Arrestees Reporting Past Drug Treatment, Dallas, 2003 

Inpatient Outpatient
Ever Past Year Ever Past Year 

12.8% 2.6% 20.1% 5.5% 
 

 During 2002, there were 66 youth admissions to treatment in Dallas County.50 
 
Number of Youth Admissions to Treatment, Dallas Counties, 2002 
 Collin Dallas Denton 
Total youth admissions 10 66 87 
Alcohol * 4 10 
Amphetamine -- -- 4 
Cocaine (powder) * 9 8 
Crack -- -- * 
Hallucinogens * * * 
Marijuana 6 51 55 
Other drugs -- -- 5 
Other opiates -- -- * 
* Number of admissions is less than 4. The real number is not reported to protect patient identities. 
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 There were 176 adult admissions to treatment in Dallas County during 2002.51 
 
Number of Adult Treatment Admissions, Dallas Counties, 2002 
 Collin Dallas Denton 
Total adult admissions 38 176 299 
Alcohol 13 60 124 
Amphetamine 10 17 55 
Cocaine (powder) * 7 15 
Crack 6 48 49 
Downers * * * 
Hallucinogens -- * * 
Heroin * 33 24 
Marijuana * 4 23 
Other drugs -- -- * 
Other opiates * 5 5 
* Number of admissions is less than 4. The real number is not reported to protect patient identities. 
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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