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ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse staff compiled this profile by using the most recent data
available from open sources. The data presented are as accurate as the sources from which they were
drawn. The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare States or
jurisdictions, due to differences in data collection and reporting methods.




Austin, Texas

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding,
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics®

» Population (2002 American Community Survey): 657,688

» Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 50.9% white; 8.38%
black/African American; 0.19% American Indian/Alaskan Native; 4.82% Asian;
0.22% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.52% other race; 1.74% two or more
races; 33.22% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)

» The city of Austin is located in Travis and Williamson County.

Politics

> Mayor: Will Wynn?

» City Manager: Toby Hammett Futrell®

» City Council (Districts 1-6, respectively): Daryl Slusher; Raul Alvarez; Jackie
Goodman (Mayor Pro Tem); Betty Dunkerley; Brewster McCracken; Danny Thomas®

> Chief of Police: Stanley L. Knee®

> Williamson County Sheriff: Jim Wilson®

» Travis County Sheriff: Margo Frasier’

Programs/Initiatives

>

Austin Gang Suppression Unit®

Since 1993, when Austin experienced a dramatic increase in gang related crimes, the
Austin Police Department (APD) took action by combining several units to form the
Gang Suppression Unit. The primary mission of the APD Gang Suppression Unit is to
improve public safety through the interdiction of street gang activity by employing a
proactive response to victim oriented criminal activity. The Gang Suppression Unit
investigates cases involving gang members’ specific crimes against persons and
property.

Austin Crime Stoppers’

The mission of Austin Crime Stoppers, Inc. is to assist area law enforcement agencies
in the fight against crime in the city of Austin and Travis County. The organization is
maintained by three entities: the media, law enforcement, and the community. Austin
Crime Stoppers, Inc., is one of the most successful of its kind. Since its inception in
1979, the program has assisted area law enforcement agencies in solving more than
9,000 cases, recovering more than $32,500,000 in stolen property and narcotics, and
paying over $920,000 in rewards. Each day of operation, an average of 1.08 cases is
solved and more than $4,000 of illegal narcotics and stolen property is recovered.

Funding

>

>

Drug-Free Communities Support Program™

Since 1998, no grants have been awarded to Austin for the Drug-Free Communities
Support Program.

Community Capacity Development Office™
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Austin has been officially recognized and received Federal funding as a Weed and
Seed site.
» There were no Austin recipients of the FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs Drug
Court Grant Program.*2
» Austin did not receive any methamphetamine funding in 2003 from the Department
of Justice’s Office of Community Oriented Policing Services.™
» Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) FY 2003
Discretionary funds received in Austin:**
e Center for Mental Health Services: $6,042,798
e Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $4,349,996
e Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $6,017,930
» FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services grant
amounts received by Austin recipients:*®
e Community Based (discretionary): 2 awards valued at $425,000
e Counter-terrorism (discretionary): 0 awards
e Juvenile Justice:
= discretionary: 0 awards
= formula: 4 awards valued at $15,468,947
e Law Enforcement:
= discretionary: 22 awards valued at $21,985,064
» formula: 7 awards valued at $57,519,541
e Substance Abuse:
= discretionary: 0 awards
= formula: 2 awards valued at $6,100,876
e Victims:
= discretionary: 0 awards
= formula: 2 awards valued at $40,779,000
» FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grant among received
in Austin:*®
e $125,000 to Marshall Apartments

Crime and Drug-Related Crime

> As of May 2004, the Austin Crime Stoppers had cleared 9,069 cases, 516 of which
were narcotic cases. Additionally, the Austin Crime Stoppers also recovered
$22,326,882 work of narcotics.*’

Cases Cleared by Austin Crime Stoppers, March 2004

Offense March 2004

Homicide 140
Burglary/robbery 2,781
Fugitives captured 1,198
Assault and sexual assault 70
Narcotics 516
All other crimes 4,390
Total 9,069

ONDCEP Clearinghouse 3



» During 2002 in Austin, there were 107,789 offenses known to police.*®

Number of Offenses Known to Police, Austin, 2001-May 2003

Offense 2001 2002 May 2003
Murder 28 25 13
Forcible rape 486 460 158
Robbery 1,242 1,203 477
Aggravated assault 1,485 1,505 605
Burglary 7,313 6,846 2938
Larceny-theft 30,861 31,492 13,506
Motor vehicle theft 3,568 3,357 1,375
Arson 164 151 67
Index crimes 45,148 45,039 19,139
Non-index crimes 60,758 62,750 27,152
Combined total 105,906 107,789 46,291

> During 2003 in Travis County, there were 2,450 arrests for drug possession. This is a
decrease from the 4,932 possession arrests during 1999."

Substance Related Arrests Travis County, 1999-2003

Offense 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 |
DWI 5,658 4,626 4,706 5,508 5,522
Liquor law violations 4,543 3,779 3,666 3,635 869
Public intoxication 8,125 5,711 5,303 5,644 4,657
Traffic all drugs 612 200 217 356 0
Possession all drugs 4,932 4,577 4,031 4,326 2,450
Traffic marijuana 38 25 18 60 0
Possession marijuana 2,238 2,007 1,750 1,867 1,230
All drug offenses 5,544 4,777 4,248 4,682 2,763
Violent crimes 1,241 1,048 1,013 1,078 669
Drugs

» Cocaine

Crack cocaine is readily available in Austin.?’ Young Hispanic males in their teens

and early twenties are increasingly using crack in the Austin area. Older heroin users
are also increasingly using crack cocaine.”* Kool-Aid is being used to break down
crack cocaine for injection. Crack cocaine is also being cut with ether, in addition to
baking soda, to give it a “bell ringing” effect.”> Powder cocaine is abundant in the
Austin area and is of high quality. A gram of powder cocaine costs $45-$60. A small
bag, often used as a “hit” for injection with heroin for a speedball effect, sells for $5-
$10.%

Heroin

Heroin seized during June 2002 in Austin originating from Mexico was 20.5% pure.
An ounce of heroin costs $2,200-$2,500 in Austin. A gram of black tar heroin costs
$250 and averages 12-16 shots (doses). Black tar heroin is usually cut with lactose to
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produce brown heroin. Some white heroin is available in Austin.?* Black tar heroin is
reportedly of high quality in the Austin area (15% pure) and is readily available.
Balloons of black tar heroin sell for $20.°

» Marijuana
Marijuana joints dipped in formaldehyde sell for $20. Formaldehyde is distributed in
baby food jars from $40-$60.%° Demand for marijuana is high in the Austin area and
medium to high quality marijuana is readily available. There are three popular forms
of marijuana in this area including Commercial Mexican, Skunk, and Hydro (or “kind
bud”/ “chronic”). Commercial Mexican has a THC content of 3.33% and usually sells
for $50-$80 an ounce and $450-$600 per pound. Skunk is a higher quality marijuana
and usually sells for $135-$140 an ounce. Hydro has the highest THC content and
usually sells for $300-$400 an ounce.?’

» Methamphetamine
Ice is readily available in the Austin area. An ounce of ice sells for $1,500.% The
methamphetamine available in the Austin area is of low quality. It usually sells for
$60-$125 per gram; $1,200-$1,400 per ounce; and $12,000 per pound.?

» Club Drugs
The availability of ecstasy has decreased in Austin although it can still be obtained in
nightclubs.* Ketamine is often sprinkled over blunt marijuana cigars in Austin.
MDMA has moved out of the club scene and is increasingly used by youth in Austin.
LSD sells for $5-$7 per dose and GHB sells for $25 per dose in Austin.** “Dip,” a
mixture of PCP, formaldehyde, and rocket fuel, is used to soak marijuana joints in to
increase a user’s high.* In Austin, benzylpiperazine (BZP) (an amphetamine) and 3-
trifluoromethylphenylpiperazine (TFMPP) (a hallucinogen) are used together to
produce an effect similar to MDMA.* Benzylpiperazine (BZP), a central nervous
system stimulant, was identified three times in 2001 by the Austin Police
Department.** Rohypnol is scarce in the Austin area and sells for $25-$45 a pill. GHB
is widely available. There are three forms of Ecstasy available in Austin, including
liquid ecstasy, which sells for $20; “chocolate sprinkles” (heroin based ecstasy in pill
form), which sells for $10-$20; and wafers (the size of a nickel), which sell for $20 a
hit and are considered better quality.®

Enforcement
» As of October 31, 2002, there were 1,811 total law enforcement personnel in Austin,
(1,251 officers and 560 civilians).*

Trafficking and Seizures

> Almost 22% (21.84%) of the items from Travis County/Austin analyzed by the Texas
Department of Public Safety labs in 2003 was identified as methamphetamine.®’

» Austin is a major polydrug usage area. It is also a gateway city for drugs to be
transported from Mexico to other areas within the region. Mexican drug trafficking
organizations pose the greatest threat to the area. The tri-county area, including
Travis, Williamson, and Hayes County, has the highest drug-related arrests and
seizures in the region.*®
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> Ice (a form of methamphetamine) is transported by biker gangs operating in
California, although reports indicate that Mexican traffickers are breaking into the

market.*

> Hispanic street gangs and prison gangs distribute methamphetamine at the wholesale

level *°

» African American and Hispanic street gangs dominate crack cocaine distribution in

Austin.*

Courts
> Drug Courts*

As of May 2004, there were two drug courts in Austin that had been operating for
over 2 years. There were no additional drug courts that were recently implemented or

being planned.

> In Southern Texas during FY 2002, there were 4,582 Federal defendants, 39.5% of

which were charged with a drug offense. The most common drugs involved were

marijuana (60.2%), powder cocaine (26.5%), crack cocaine (6.4%),
methamphetamine (3.1%), heroin (1.9%), and other (2.0%).*

Consequences of Use

> During 2002 in Travis County, there were 113 drug-related deaths.**

Substance-Related Deaths, Travis County, 2001-2002

2001 2002 |
Total alcohol-related deaths 301 331
Direct alcohol-related deaths 54 57
Indirect alcohol-related deaths 247 274
Total drug-related deaths 107 113
Direct drug-related deaths 87 95
Indirect drug-related deaths 20 18

> During 2001 in Travis County, there were 677 alcohol and 39 drug related injuries

from motor vehicle accidents.*®

Substance-Related Motor Vehicle Accidents, Travis County, 2000-2001

2000 | 2001 |

Alcohol Drug = Alcohol Drug |
Total injury accidents 725 43 677 39
Fatal injury accidents 23 5 28 5
Non-fatal injury accidents 702 38 649 34
Non-fatal injuries 1,140 61 1,111 57
Fatal injuries 26 6 29 6

Treatment

» There were 2,272 adults admitted to substance abuse treatment facilities during 2002 in

Travis County.*
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Adult Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions, Travis County, 2001-2002

Substance Type 2001 2002
All drugs 2,170 2,272
Alcohol 937 1,052
Amphetamines 69 62
Cocaine (powder) 134 148
Crack cocaine 330 347
Downers 31 28
Hallucinogens -- 4
Heroin 348 332
Other opiates 91 83
Marijuana 217 200
Other drugs 11 15

» During 2002 in Travis County, there were 301 juveniles admitted to substance abuse
treatment facilities. *’

Juvenile Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions, Travis County, 2001-2002

Substance Type 2001 2002 |
All drugs 272 301

Alcohol 15 9
Amphetamine -- 4

Cocaine (powder) 4 5

Marijuana 248 277

Sources

1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, 2002 American Community Survey, Austin, Texas:
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2002/ACS/Tabular/160/16000US48050001.htm
Z City of Austin Web site, Austin Mayor and City Council: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/council/default.ntm
® City of Austin Web site, Austin City Manager: http://www:.ci.austin.tx.us/citymgr/default.htm
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® Williamson County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.williamson-county.org/Sheriff/
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° Capital Area Crimestoppers Web site: http://www.austincrimestoppers.org/about.htm

19 Drug-Free Communities Support Program Grantees: http://ojjdp.ncijrs.org/dfcs/grantee/index.asp

1 Community Capacity Development Office, Texas:
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=TX

12 Bureau of Justice Assistance, FY 2003 Drug Court Grant Awards:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/03DrugCtAwd.pdf

13 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, COPS Methamphetamine Initiative 2003:
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/mime/open.pdf?Item=951

4 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, FY 2003 Discretionary Funds, Texas:
http://alt.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states/State.htm
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“3 United States Sentencing Commission, Federal Sentencing Statistics, Southern Texas, FY 2002:
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“* Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Substance-Related Deaths, Travis County:
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" Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Youth Substance Abuse Treatment Clients (TCADA-
Funded Programs), Travis County: http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/region7.html
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact:

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
ondcp(@ncjrs.org



http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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