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Austin, Texas


The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 

programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  


Demographics 
¾	 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 678,4571 

¾	 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 69.2% white; 8.9% 

black/African American; 0.5% American Indian/Alaskan Native; 5.2% Asian; 0.1% 

Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 14.3% other race; 1.7% two or more races; 

32.9% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2


¾	 The city of Austin is located in Travis and Williamson County.3 

Politics 
¾ Mayor: Will Wynn4


¾ City Manager: Toby Hammett Futrell5


¾ City Council: Jennifer Kim; Lee Leffingwell; Betty Dunkerley (Mayor Pro Tem); 

Mike Martinez; Brewster McCracken; Sheryl Cole6


¾ Chief of Police (Acting): Cathy Ellison7


¾ Williamson County Sheriff: Jim Wilson8


¾ Travis County Sheriff: Greg Hamilton9


Programs/Initiatives 
¾	 Austin Gang Suppression Unit10 

Since 1993, when Austin experienced a dramatic increase in gang related crimes, the 
Austin Police Department (APD) took action by combining several units to form the 
Gang Suppression Unit. The APD Gang Suppression is charged with investigating 
crimes involving gang members. The class and type of crimes investigated by the unit 
vary from responding to citizen concerns about gang activity to shutting down major 
narcotics rings and investigating aggravated assaults and homicides. 

¾	 Capital Area Crime Stoppers11


The mission of Capital Area Crime Stoppers, Inc. is to assist area law enforcement 

agencies in the fight against crime in the city of Austin and Travis County. The 

organization is maintained by three entities: the media, law enforcement, and the 

community. Austin Crime Stoppers, Inc., is one of the most successful of its kind. 

Since its inception in 1979, the program has assisted area law enforcement agencies 

in solving more than 9,800 crimes, recovering more than $32,500,000 in stolen 

property and narcotics and paying over $950,000 in rewards.  


Crime and Drug-Related Crime 
¾	 During 2005, there were 26 homicides known to police in Austin.12 

Index Offenses Known to Police, Austin, 2005 
Offense  # of Offenses 
Homicide  26 
Forcible rape 312 
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Robbery 1,182 
Aggravated assault 1,873 
Burglary 7,285 
Larceny-theft 31,835 
Motor vehicle theft 2,548 
Arson 115 

¾ There were 4,093 total drug arrests in Travis County during 2004.13 

Number of Substance-Related Arrests, Travis County, 2004 
Offense  2004 
DWI 6,132 
Liquor law violations 3,287 
Public intoxication 3,722 
Drug trafficking (all drugs) 412 
Drug possession (all drugs) 3,681 
Marijuana trafficking 85 
Marijuana possession 1,918 
All drug offenses 4,093 

¾	 As of January 2007, the Austin Crime Stoppers had cleared 9,777 cases, 588 of which 
were narcotic cases. Additionally, the Austin Crime Stoppers also recovered 
$22,398,093 worth of narcotics.14 

Cases Cleared by Austin Crime Stoppers, 1979-January 2007 
Offense  1979-January 2007 
Homicide 142 
Burglary/robbery 2,992 
Fugitives captured 1,310 
Assault and sexual assault 87 
Narcotics 588 
All other crimes 4,698 
Total 9,777 

Drugs 
¾	 Cocaine15 

Cocaine continues to be readily available and an ounce of powder cocaine costs $500
$600/ounce in Austin. Crack cocaine is reported to be plentiful, however, the quality 
of crack cocaine in Austin is low since it is being cut and recut with baking soda. An 
ounce of crack cocaine sells for $400-$600/ounce in Austin. 

¾	 Heroin16 

In Austin, shooting galleries in the Montopolis area are reported to have disappeared 
as long-term users have either died, are in prison or have moved out of the area to 
avoid harassment from the police. Despite this, heroin is plentiful in the Montopolis 
area and three to four balloons of good quality heroin sell for $25 or less.  Additional 
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intelligence indicates that both black tar and Mexican brown heroin sell for $1,400
$1,600/ounce in Austin. 

¾	 Marijuana17 

Recent intelligence indicates that prices for hydroponic marijuana in Austin are 
between $3,000-$4,000/pound. Commercial grade marijuana sells for $350
$450/pound in Austin. 

¾	 Methamphetamine18 

The methamphetamine in the Austin area is reported to be coming in from 
surrounding Bastrop, Caldwell and Hays Counties. It is being sold for $90 per gram, 
and methamphetamine users are reported to be centered in Williamson County and 
North Austin. Further data indicates that crystal methamphetamine costs $500
$1,000/ounce in Austin. 

¾	 Club Drugs19 

Ecstasy is available in downtown Austin nightclubs and its use remains stable. The 
primary source for the drug is Canada, but ecstasy also comes into the area from 
Mexico. Further data indicates that a dosage unit of LSD costs between $5 to $7 in 
Austin. 

Enforcement 
¾	 As of October 31, 2005, there were 1,835 total law enforcement personnel in Austin, 

(1,361 officers and 474 civilians).20 

Trafficking and Seizures 
¾	 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reports that there are numerous 

clandestine methamphetamine labs operating in Austin. Most of these labs are small, 
mobile pseudoephedrine labs that produce small amounts for distribution in the local 

21 area.

Courts 
¾	 Drug Courts22 

As of November 22, 2006, there were 2 drug courts in Austin that had been operating 
for more than two years and 1 drug court that was being planned at that time. There 
were no additional drug courts that were in operation or being planned in Austin at 
that time.  

Corrections 
¾	 The Travis County Correctional Complex has an approximate average daily 

population of 1,850 inmates.23 In addition, the Travis County Jail houses 
approximately 420 inmates daily.24 Alcohol and Drug Education as well as Narcotics 
Anonymous counseling programs are offered to inmates under the custody of the 
Travis County Sheriff’s Office.25 

Sources 
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, 2005 American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/

2 Ibid. 

3 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, State & County QuickFacts: http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/
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4 City of Austin Web site, Austin Mayor and City Council: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/council/default.htm 
5 City of Austin Web site, Austin City Manager: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/citymgr/default.htm 
6 City of Austin Web site, Austin Mayor and City Council: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/council/default.htm 
7 Austin Police Department, Administration section: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/police/chiefs.htm 
8 Williamson County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://wcportals.wilco.org/Sheriff/ 
9 Travis County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.tcsheriff.org/ 
10 City of Austin Police Department, Gang Suppression Unit: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/police/gang.htm 
11 Capital Area Crime Stoppers Inc. Web site: http://www.austincrimestoppers.org 
12 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
13 Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Substance-Related Statistics by County: 
http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/statistics/
14 Capital Area Crime Stoppers Inc. Web site, Cases Cleared: 
http://www.austincrimestoppers.org/about.htm
15 Gulf Coast Addiction Technology Transfer Center, Substance Abuse Trends in Texas, June 2006: 
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cswr/gcattc/Trends/trends606.pdf
16 Ibid. 

17 Ibid. 

18 Ibid. 

19 Ibid. 

20 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006:

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/

21 Drug Enforcement Administration, Texas State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/texas.html

22 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of

Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006: 

http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
23 Travis County Sheriff’s Office Web site, Travis County Correctional Complex: 
http://www.tcsheriff.org/tccc.htm
24 Travis County Sheriff’s Office Web site, Travis County Jail: http://www.tcsheriff.org/tcj.htm 
25 Travis County Sheriff’s Office Web site, Inmate Services: http://www.tcsheriff.org/inmate_services.htm 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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