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Nashville, Tennessee 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use and enforcement.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 522,6621  
 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 64.4% white; 28.6% 

black/African American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 3.2% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 2.5% some other race; 0.9% two or more 
races; 7.2% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 Nashville is located in Davidson County.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Bill Purcell4 
 Metropolitan Council:5  
• Council President/Vice Mayor: Howard Gentry, Jr. 
• Council Members at Large: David Briley; Adam Dread; Buck Dozier; Carolyn 

Baldwin Tucker; Diane Neighbors 
• Council Members (Districts 1-35, respectively): Brenda Gilmore; Jamie Isabel; 

Walter Hunt; Michael Craddock; Pam Murray; Mike Jameson; Erik Cole; Jason 
Hart; Jim Forkum; Rip Ryman; Feller Brown; Jim Gotto; Carl Burch; Harold 
White; J.B. Loring; Anna Page; Ronnie Greer; Ginger Hausser Pepper; Ludye 
Wallace; Billy Joe Walls; Edward Whitmore; Eric Crafton; Emily Evans; John 
Summers; Jim Shulman; Greg Adkins; Randy Foster; Jason Alexander; Vivian 
Wilhoite; Jim Hodge; Parker Toler; Sam Coleman; Robert Duvall; Lynn 
Williams; Charlie Tygard 

 Chief of Police, Metro Nashville Police Department (MNPD): Ronal Serpas6 
 Davidson County Sheriff: Daron Hall7 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)8 
Designated in 1998, the Appalachia HIDTA is responsible for areas of Kentucky, 
West Virginia and Tennessee, including Franklin County. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2006, there were 80 homicides known to police in Nashville.9 There were 95 
homicides known to the MNPD during 2005.10 

 
Index Offenses Known to Police, Nashville, 2005-2006 
Offense 2005 2006 
Homicide 95 80 
Rape 337 321 
Robbery 2,460 2,440 
Aggravated assault 6,139 5,765 
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Burglary 6,472 6,404 
Theft 26,354 23,519 
Motor vehicle theft 3,279 2,945 
Arson 135 126 
 

 The MNPD made 4,116 adult arrests and 287 juvenile arrests for drug violations 
during 2006.11 During 2005, there were 4,462 adult and 256 juvenile arrests for drug 
violations reported by the MNPD.12 

 
Number of Drug/Alcohol Arrests, Nashville, 2005-2006 
 
Offense 

2005 
    Juvenile             Adult 

2006 
   Juvenile             Adult 

Drug violations 256 4,462 287 4,116 
Drug equipment violations 4 1,412 19 1,231 
DUI 12 2,852 16 2,980 
Drunkenness 5 1,041 8 1,419 
Liquor law violations 27 161 38 114 
 
Drugs 

 Club Drugs13 
MDMA (Ecstasy), LSD and GHB are frequently sold at rave dance parties in 
Nashville and are transported into the area from New York, Georgia and Florida. 

 Six percent of Nashville residents surveyed in 2005 reported that drug activity was 
the most important issue facing Nashville’s neighborhoods.14 

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2005, there were 1,546 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Nashville (1,244 officers and 302 civilians).15 

 Metropolitan Nashville Police Department’s centralized Narcotics Unit16 
The Narcotics Unit is responsible for the investigation of mid and upper- level drug 
dealers in Nashville. 

 The Metropolitan Nashville Police Department’s centralized Narcotics Unit 
investigated more than 165 drug complaints, which resulted in 179 arrests from 
August 2004 through August 2005.17 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 The centralized Narcotics Unit seized more that 9,000 dosage units of ecstasy during 
the 12 month period between August 2004 and August 2005.18 

 
Drugs Seized, centralized Narcotics Unit, Nashville, August 2004-August 2005 
Drug Amount Seized 
Marijuana 2,480 pounds 
Cocaine 85 pounds 
Khat 121 pounds 
Heroin 2.5 pounds 
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Ecstasy 9,226 dosage units 
Dilaudid 700 dosage units 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts19 
As of April 16, 2007, there were 3 drug courts in operation in Nashville. Two drug 
courts had been operating for at least two years and 1 had been recently implemented. 
No additional drug courts were in operation or being planned in Nashville at that 
time. 

 There were 3,947 criminal drug charges filed in District 20 Court (Davidson County) 
during FY 2005-2006.20 

 
Corrections 

 The Davidson County Sheriff’s Office (DCSO) has control over the following 
detention facilities: Criminal Justice Center, Hill Detention Center, Correctional 
Development Center, Metro Davidson County Detention Facility, and the Offender 
Re-Entry Center.21 

 The average daily population for DCSO jail facilities in May 2007 was 3,488.22 
 There were 2,197 inmates admitted to Tennessee Department of Corrections and local 

institutions during FY 2005-2006.23 
 New Avenues24 

The DCSO offers male offenders a 45-day program to combat substance abuse. This 
program takes place in the Correctional Work Center. The rate of repeat offenders 
dropped 49% among inmates who have completed this program. 

 Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous programs are offered at all DCSO 
facilities.25 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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