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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.

Demographics

>
>

>

Population (2006 American Community Survey): 1,448,394"

Race/Ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 41.8% white; 44.3%
black/African American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaskan Native; 5.3% Asian; 0.0%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 6.6% other race; 1.6% two or more races;
10.5% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)?

Philadelphia is located in Philadelphia County.

Politics

>
>

>
>

Mayor: Michael A. Nutter®

City Council (Districts): Frank DiCicco (1); Anna Verna (2); Jannie Blackwell (3);
Curtis Jones, Jr. (4); Darrell Clarke (5); Joan Krajewski (6); Maria D. Quifiones-
Séanchez (7); Donna Reed Miller (8); Marian Tasco (9); Brian O’Neill (10); W.
Wilson Goode, Jr. (at-large); James Kenney (at-large); Jack Kelly (at-large); Blondell
Brown (at-large); Frank Rizzo (at-large); Bill Green (at-large)*

Police Commissioner: Charles H. Ramsey”

Sheriff, City and County of Philadelphia: John D. Green®

Programs/Initiatives

>

High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)’

Designated in 1995, the Philadelphia/Camden HIDTA is responsible for areas in New
Jersey and Pennsylvania including Philadelphia County.

Operation Safe Streets®

Developed in May 2002, the purpose of this Mayoral initiative is to build coalitions to
end the violence, disorder and human tragedies associated with the sale of illegal
drugs and drug addiction.

Junior Posse’

In October 1988, the Philadelphia Sheriff’s Junior Posse Program was initiated to
promote drug-free attitudes among school-aged youth. As part of the program, youths
are taught the importance of resisting peer pressure to take part in illegal activities.
“Heads-Up” Drug Prevention Program10

Developed by the Philadelphia Police Department Narcotics Bureau, the Heroin
Education and Dangerous Substance Understanding Program (“Heads-Up”) attacks
drug problems from a prevention standpoint. The program is geared towards children
and families to teach them about the dangers of drugs.

Crime and Drug-Related Crime

>

Preliminary data from January through August 2008 indicate that there were 316
juvenile and 3,531 arrests in Philadelphia for the sale/manufacturing of opium or
cocaine.*!
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Number of Arrests for Drug Offenses, Philadelphia, Full Year 2007-August 2008
Full Year 2007

January-August 2008

Type of Drug Offense Juvenile Adult Juvenile Adult

Sale/manufacturing 1,033 8,257 502 5,257
Opium/cocaine 642 5,581 316 3,531
Marijuana 342 2,075 161 1,321
Synthetic 46 549 25 357
Other 3 52 0 48

Possession 1,183 10,682 793 7,548
Opium/cocaine 255 5,898 144 3,649
Marijuana 885 4,052 630 3,302
Synthetic 33 660 16 535
Other 10 72 3 62

» Preliminary data from January through August 2008 indicate that there were 10,863
adult arrests for Part | offenses in Philadelphia.*

Number of Arrests for Part | Offenses, Philadelphia, Full Year 2007-August 2008
| Full Year 2007

Offense

Adult

January-August 2008

Juvenile

Adult

- Juvenile

Murder/non-negl. mansl. 19 248 21 166
Forcible rape 64 359 51 274
Robbery 1,182 2,462 709 1,795
Aggravated assault 743 4,298 528 3,220
Burglary 351 1,467 241 1,144
Larceny-theft 1,094 4,753 740 3,352
Motor vehicle theft 612 1,463 235 856
Arson 32 69 27 56
Total Part | 4,097 15,119 2,552 10,863

» Urinalysis data of booked arrestees from Philadelphia’s Adult Probation/Parole
Department (APPD) during 2006 indicate that 36.3% of the 42,415 samples taken
from arrestees were positive for cocaine.*®

Arrestees Testing Positive for Drugs, Philadelphia, 2006

Cocaine 36.3%
Opiates 11.7
Marijuana/marijuana metabolites 44.0
PCP 9.5
Benzodiazepines 11.1
Amphetamines 0.4
Barbiturates 1.6
Methadone 14.5
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Drugs

» Cocaine
Both powder and crack cocaine remain the major drug of abuse in Philadelphia. The
National Drug Intelligence Center (NDIC) reported the 2006 prices for powder
cocaine as $17,000-$28,000/kilogram, $800-$1,600/ounce, $125/one-eighth ounce
and $70-$125/gram. Crack cocaine prices during this period were $800—
$1,600/ounce, $160/one-eighth ounce, $70/gram, and $5-$20/rock.™

» Heroin
Heroin remains one of the major drugs of abuse in Philadelphia. NDIC data from
2006 indicate that prices for heroin were as follows: $95,000-$105,000/kilogram,
$45,000-$55,000/pound, 2,100-$3,500/ounce, $65-$300/gram, $60-$100/bundle (10
to 13 bags) and $10-$20/bag."

» Marijuana
The NDIC reports that 2006 prices for marijuana were as follows: $800—
$2,500/pound, $150-$200/ounce, $25/one-eighth ounce and $5/joint.*®

» Methamphetamine
Methamphetamine and amphetamines remain a relatively minor problem in
Philadelphia and use of these drugs appears to be confined to a small portion of the
population,'” although recent intelligence indicates an increase in popularity of crystal
methamphetamine in the downtown Philadelphia nightclub scene.*® NDIC data from
January through June 2007 indicate that prices for methamphetamine were as follows:
$8,000-$20,000/kilogram, $700-$2,400/ounce and $42-$175/gram *°

» Other Drugs
PCP began to gain popularity as an additive to blunts in 1994, and its use increased
up to around the beginning of 2004. Since then, users reveal that use is declining,
identifying an aversion to “bad trips” and unpredictable experiences while on PCP.%°

Juveniles

» During 2007, approximately 38.2% of high school students surveyed in Philadelphia

reported using marijuana at least once in their lifetime.*

Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Philadelphia, 2007

Drug Type and Use . Female | Male Total
Lifetime marijuana use 35.0% 42.3% 38.2%
Past month marijuana use 16.6 21.5 18.8
Lifetime cocaine use 1.3 4.2 2.6
Past month cocaine use 0.6 1.6 1.1
Lifetime heroin use 0.6 4.2 2.2
Lifetime methamphetamine use 0.7 3.8 2.2
Lifetime illegal use of steroids 2.3 3.9 3.0
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 1.0 2.8 1.8
Lifetime ecstasy use 1.9 4.8 3.2
Tried marijuana before age 13 6.2 15.1 10.0
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> Approximately 18.9% of Philadelphia high school seniors surveyed in 2007 reported
using marijuana within the past month.?

Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Philadelphia, 2007

Drug Type and Use 9th 10th 11th 12th

Lifetime marijuana use 31.2% 39.5% 46.1% 37.8%
Past month marijuana use 16.0 20.1 20.8 18.9
Lifetime cocaine use 1.8 2.8 1.7 4.0
Past month cocaine use 0.6 1.8 0.1 1.4
Lifetime heroin use 1.7 2.8 1.2 2.3
Lifetime methamphetamine use 1.6 2.5 1.7 1.9
Lifetime illegal use of steroids 2.1 4.2 2.4 2.4
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 1.9 2.8 0.9 1.4
Lifetime ecstasy use 2.8 4.8 2.4 1.9
Tired marijuana before age 13 5.2 5.4 6.1 4.3
Enforcement

» As of October 31, 2007, there were 7,542 full-time law enforcement employees in
Philadelphia (6,714 officers and 828 civilians).?

Trafficking and Seizures

» Heroin, powder and crack cocaine trafficking organizations remain the top
enforcement priorities of the Drug Enforcement Administration’s (DEA) Philadelphia
Division.?*

> Philadelphia’s street corner distribution networks remain sources of drugs sold to
users in Pennsylvania.?®

» Although the greater Philadelphia area is generally considered a consumer heroin
market, North Philadelphia’s street corner distribution sites also attract distributors
from locales throughout Pennsylvania. Heroin is also distributed to a lesser extent in
West and South Philadelphia.?

» Wholesale quantities of MDMA tablets are shipped and transported directly into
Pennsylvania via the Philadelphia International Airport. The drug is transported by
couriers traveling with suitcases or wearing clothing that conceals MDMA tablets.?’

» Asian street gangs have increased their presence in the Philadelphia region and are
emerging as key suppliers of MDMA and high potency marijuana from Canada. In
many cases Asian street gangs smuggle these drugs from Canada to New York City
prior to transporting them to the Philadelphia area for distribution.?

> Philadelphia-based African American street gang members are increasingly traveling
to Atlanta to pick up drugs for distribution in the region.*®

> In April 2008 the Philadelphia Police Department Narcotics Bureau, Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI), and U.S. Attorneys Office announced the arrests of two South
Philadelphia men, a father and a son, and the seizure of 748 pounds of cocaine,
representing the largest seizure of cocaine in Philadelphia history.*
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Courts
» Drug Courts®

As of August 11, 2008, there were 2 drug courts in Philadelphia that had been
operating for at least two years and 1 additional drug court that was being planned at

that time.

Consequences of Use

» During 2006, the Philadelphia Medical Examiner’s (ME) Office reported 552 total
deaths in which cocaine was present (based on toxicology reports).*

ME Drug Mentions, Top Ten Most Frequently Mentioned Drugs, Philadelphia, 2006

Drug Type # of Mentions
Cocaine 552
Heroin/morphine 337
Alcohol-in-combination 386
Diazepam 117
Codeine 191
Methadone 139
Phencyclidine (PCP) 74
Diphenhydramine 179
Oxycodone 148
Alprazolam 129
Total deaths w/drugs present 1,153

» Of these 1,153 deaths with drugs present in 2006, adverse reactions to drugs
accounted for 41.1% cases and overdose accounted for 6.2% of cases.*

> As of December 31, 2006, Philadelphia recorded 18,725 cumulative AIDS cases
among adults. Among those cases, 6,498 involved injection drug users (IDUs) or
needle-sharers. Another 935 were in the dual exposure category of IDUs who were

also men who had sex with other men.

Treatment

> Preliminary data indicate that there were 18,061 total admissions to substance abuse

treatment in Philadelphia during 2006.%*

Number of Admissions to Treatment, Philadelphia, 2006

Primary Drug # of Admissions

Cocaine 4,701
Alcohol 3,893
Heroin 3,578
Other opiates/synthetics 105
Marijuana 3,647
PCP 368
Other hallucinogens 261
Amphetamines 79
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Benzodiazepines 307
Other tranquilizers 1
Barbiturates 1
Other sedatives/hypnotics 968
Inhalants 10
Over-the-counter -
Methamphetamine 2
Other (not listed) 140
Total 18,061

» The Philadelphia Coordinating Office of Drug and Alcohol Prevention Programs
provides treatment in such settings as, inpatient residential, non-hospital
detoxification, methadone maintenance and outpatient.®

Sources

; U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey Profile: http://factfinder.census.gov/
Ibid.
® Philadelphia Mayor’s Office Web site: http://www.phila.gov/mayor/
* Philadelphia City Council Web site: http://www.phila.gov/citycouncil/index.html
® Philadelphia Police Department Web site: http://www.ppdonline.org/
® City and County of Philadelphia Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.phillysheriff.com/
" Office of National Drug Control Policy, Philadelphia/Camden High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Web
site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/phil_camden.html
& Philadelphia Mayor’s Office Web site, Operation Safe Streets section:
http://www.ppdonline.org/ops/ops_safestreets.php
® City and County of Philadelphia Sheriff’s Office Web site, Community Service:
http://www.phillysheriff.com/homecommunity.html
10 philadelphia Police Department, Anti-Crime Programs: http://www.ppdonline.org/ops/ops_programs.php
1 pennsylvania State Police, Uniform Crime Reporting System, Monthly Summary Arrest Reports:
Pzttp://ucr.psp.state.pa.us/UCR/Reportinq/MonthIv/Summarv/MonthIvSumArrestUI.asp
Ibid.
3 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse Volume 2: Proceedings of the
Sommunity Epidemiology Work Group, June 2007: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
Ibid.
™ Ibid.
*° Ibid.
' Ibid.
'8 Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Pennsylvania State Factsheet:
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/pennsylvania.html
19 National Drug Intelligence Center, 2008 National Methamphetamine Threat Assessment, December 2007
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs26/26594/26594p.pdf
20 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse Volume 2: Proceedings of the
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2007: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
2! Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System, Youth Online:
2(;omprehensive Results: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/yrbss/
Ibid.
% Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2007, September 2008:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2007/
# Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Pennsylvania State Factsheet:
?gtp://www.dea.qov/pubs/states/pennsvlvania.html
Ibid.
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http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/pennsylvania.html

% Ibid.
7 Ibid.
%8 National Drug Intelligence Center, Philadelphia/Camden High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Drug
%Iarket Analysis 2008, April 2008: http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs27/27509/27509p.pdf
Ibid.
% bid.
%1 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of
Drug Court Activity by State and County, August 11, 2008:
http://www.spa.american.edu/justice/documents/2416.pdf
% National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse Volume 2: Proceedings of the
gommunity Epidemiology Work Group, June 2007: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
Ibid.
* Ibid.
% philadelphia Department of Public Health, Coordinating Office of Drug and Alcohol Prevention
Programs: http://www.phila.gov/health/units/codaap/index.html
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug
issues, please contact:

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html

