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Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics1

 Population (2000 Census): 48,950 
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 31.7% white; 54.8% black/African American; 0.4% 

American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.8% Asian; 0.1% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific 
Islander; 6.5% other race; 3.6% two or more races; 11.7% Hispanic/Latino (of any 
race) 

 Harrisburg is located in Dauphin County. 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Stephen Reed2 
 City Council: Vera Jean-White (President), Susan Brown Wilson (Vice President), 

Linda Thompson, Daniel C. Miller, Wanda D. Williams, Gloria Martin-Roberts, Patty 
Kim3 

 Police Chief: Charles Keller4 
 Dauphin County Sheriff: Jack Lotwick5 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.)6 
The D.A.R.E. program’s aim is to equip youth with skills to resist the peer pressure to 
experiment and use harmful drugs. This program is implemented by the Harrisburg 
Police Bureau and the Harrisburg School District. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During January 2007, there was 1 adult arrest for murder/non-negligent manslaughter 
in Harrisburg. During full year 2006, there were 28 such arrests.7 

 
Number of Adult Arrests for Index Offenses, Harrisburg, 2005-January 2007 
 
Offense 

Full Year 
2005 

Full Year 
2006 

January 
2007 

Murder/non-neg. mansl. 17 28 1 
Forcible rape 20 21 1 
Robbery 121 119 12 
Aggravated assault 135 150 13 
Burglary 44 70 5 
Larceny-theft 173 178 9 
Motor vehicle theft 14 21 2 
Arson 2 2 - 
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 During January 2007, there were no juvenile arrests for murder/non-negligent 
manslaughter in Harrisburg. During full year 2006, there were 3 arrests for 
murder/non-negligent manslaughter.8 

 
Number of Juvenile Arrests for Index Offenses, Harrisburg, 2005-January 2007 
 
Offense 

Full Year 
2005 

Full Year 
2006 

January 
2007 

Murder/non-neg. mansl. 2 3 0 
Forcible rape 4 4 0 
Robbery 53 75 3 
Aggravated assault 86 55 4 
Burglary 41 16 1 
Larceny-theft 45 35 3 
Motor vehicle theft 26 6 1 
Arson 2 2 - 
 

 During January 2007, there were 40 adult arrests for the possession of opium/cocaine 
in Harrisburg. During full year 2006, there were 555 such arrests.9 

 
Number of Adult Arrests for Drug Offenses, Harrisburg, 2005-January 2007 
 
Offense 

Full Year 
2005 

Full Year  
2006 

January 
2007 

Sale/manufacturing 
     Opium/cocaine 291 348 34 
     Marijuana 58 89 5 
     Synthetic 11 14 - 
     Other 6 17 2 
Possession 
     Opium/cocaine 481 555 40 
     Marijuana 326 280 20 
     Synthetic 42 36 2 
     Other 66 54 2 
 

 During January 2007, there were 5 juvenile arrests for the sale/manufacturing of 
opium/cocaine in Harrisburg. During full year 2006, there were 38 such arrests.10 

 
Number of Juvenile Arrests for Drug Offenses, Harrisburg, 2005-January 2007 
 
Offense 

Full Year 
2005 

Full Year  
2006 

January 
2007 

Sale/manufacturing 
     Opium/cocaine 54 38 5 
     Marijuana 13 16 0 
     Synthetic 2 5 - 
     Other 1 2 0 
Possession 
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     Opium/cocaine 15 24 1 
     Marijuana 45 53 2 
     Synthetic 1 0 0 
     Other 1 0 0 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2005, there were 230 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Harrisburg (179 officers and 51 civilians).11 

 The Organized Crime and Vice Control Unit of the Harrisburg Bureau of Police 
confiscated and seized illegal drugs, money and various miscellaneous items valued 
in excess of $289,803 during 2005.12 

 
Organized Crime and Vice Control Unit, Selected Drug Seizures, Harrisburg, 2005 
Drug Amount Seized 
Powder Cocaine 
    Ounces 8 
    1/4 Ounces 1 
    Grams 7 
Crack Cocaine 
    Ounces 9 
    1/8 Ounces 8 
    Grams 1,234 
    1/2 Grams 8 
    1/4 Grams 7 
Heroin 
    Grams 0 
    $20 Bags 655 
Marijuana 
    Pounds 4 
    1/2 Pound 3 
    Ounces 13 
    ½ Ounce 1 
    $20 Bags 214 
    $10 Bags 26 
 

 The Organized Crime and Vice Control Unit of the Harrisburg Bureau of Police made 
437 arrests during 2005.13 

 Arrests by the Vice Unit of the Harrisburg Bureau of Police led to 30 charges filed 
against defendants for Federal distribution and conspiracy during 2005.14 

 
Charges Filed as a Result of Vice Unit Arrests, Harrisburg, 2004-2005 
Charge 2004 2005 
Possession w/ intent 118 127 
Possession of unlawful drugs  68 108 
Possession of paraphernalia 122 178 
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Unlawful delivery 216 194 
Federal distribution & conspiracy 3 30 
Federal warrant narcotics trafficking 3 37 
 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Intelligence from the Harrisburg area indicates an increase in encounters with 
individuals transporting marijuana into Pennsylvania from California and Arizona in 
personal vehicles.15 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts16 
As of November 22, 2006, there were no drug courts in existence or being planned in 
Harrisburg. 

 
Corrections 

 At yearend 2004, there were 117 female and 1,696 male inmates in Pennsylvania 
State prisons who were sentenced in Dauphin County.17 

 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
2 Harrisburg Mayor’s Office Web site: 
http://www.harrisburgcity.com/government/electedOfficials/mayorsOffice/
3 Harrisburg City Council Web site: http://harrisburgcitycouncil.com/
4 City of Harrisburg Bureau of Police Web site: http://www.harrisburgcity.com/publicSafety/police/
5 Deputy Sheriffs’ Association of Pennsylvania Web site: Dauphin County Sheriff's Office page: 
http://www.dsap.org/Dauphin.html
6 City of Harrisburg Bureau of Police, 2005 Annual Report: 
http://www.harrisburgcity.com/publicSafety/police/downloads/2005%20report.pdf
7 Pennsylvania State Police Web site, Uniform Crime Reporting System section: 
http://ucr.psp.state.pa.us/UCR/Reporting/Monthly/Summary/MonthlySumArrestUI.asp?rbSet=4
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
12 City of Harrisburg Bureau of Police, 2005 Annual Report: 
http://www.harrisburgcity.com/publicSafety/police/downloads/2005%20report.pdf
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Drug Enforcement Administration, Pennsylvania State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/pennsylvania.html
16 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006:  
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
17 Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, 2004 Annual Statistical Report: 
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/stats/lib/stats/anrpt04.pdf
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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