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Salem, Oregon 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 148,3111  
 Race/Ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 83.4% white; 1.7% 

black/African American; 3.6% American Indian/Alaska Native; 3.5% Asian; 0.2% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 4.3% other race; 3.3% two or more races; 
17.3% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 Salem is located in Marion County.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Janet Taylor4 
 City Council (Wards 1-8, respectively): Chuck Bennett; Laura Tesler; Brad Nanke; 

T.J. Sullivan; Kate Tarter; Bruce Rogers; Brent DeHart; Dan Clem5 
 City Manager: Linda Norris (Interim)6 
 Chief of Police: Jerry Moore7 
 Marion County Sheriff: Russ Isham8 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)9 
Designated in 1999, the Oregon HIDTA serves Clackamus, Deschutes, Douglas, 
Jackson, Marion, Multnomah, Umatilla and Washington counties. 

 NO METH-Not in MY Neighborhood10  
NO METH-Not in MY Neighborhood is a community-wide, broad-based effort to 
instill intolerance for methamphetamine manufacturing, distribution and use in the 
Salem/Keizer area and in Marion and Polk County. 

 Salem Police Department: Landlord Training11 
Twice a year, the Salem Police Department provides instruction about landlord rights 
and responsibilities, along with critical training about the warning signs drug activity, 
how to work with the police, crime prevention techniques and code compliance 
issues. In 2007, training was provided to 119 landlords and property managers. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2007, the Salem Police Department reported 1,130 drug law arrests. The 
Salem Police Department made 1,065 arrests for drug law violations during 2006.12 

 
Number of Arrests, Selected Offenses, Salem Police Department, 2006-2007 
Offense 2006 2007 
Murder 6 3 
Rape 55 44 
Robbery 83 129 
Aggravated assault 304 294 
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Burglary 985 820 
Larceny 5,568 5,241 
Motor vehicle theft 715 828 
Arson 45 25 
Drug law violations 1,065 1,130 
DUI 469 628 
Liquor laws 352 519 
 

 The Drug Activity Response Team within the Salem Police Department reported 
receiving 771 drug activity complaints during 2007.13 

 
Juveniles 

 Approximately 19% of Marion County 11th graders surveyed reported illegal drug 
use within the past 30 days, according to 2005-2006 survey data.14 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Drug Use, Marion County, 2005-2006 data 
 
Drug Type 

Current 
      8th               11th 

Lifetime 
      8th               11th 

Marijuana 9.0% 14.8% 17.5% 35.0% 
Inhalants 5.0 2.5 10.4 8.2 
Illegal use of prescription drugs 1.7 5.8 n/a n/a 
Methamphetamine 1.8 2.8 3.5 6.2 
Cocaine 1.0 2.2 2.8 6.3 
Heroin/other opiate 0.3 1.5 1.9 1.6 
Ecstasy 0.6 2.3 2.0 3.3 
LSD/other hallucinogen 0.7 1.8 n/a n/a 
Steroids n/a n/a 1.3 1.1 
Use of needle to inject drugs n/a n/a 1.0 1.0 
Any illicit drug use 14.0 18.6 n/a n/a 
 

 During the 2006-2007 school year there were 114 expulsions from schools in Salem-
Keizer related to drugs and alcohol. During the 2005-2006 school year there were 133 
such expulsions.15 

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2006, there were 290 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Salem (185 officers and 105 civilians).16 

 The Community Response Section (CRS) of the Salem Police Department is 
comprised of a Street Crimes Unit (SCU) and a Drug Activity Response Team 
(DART). The primary focus of SCU is to provide enhanced enforcement of suspected 
drug houses as well as prostitution and neighborhood issues. The primary focus of 
DART is the investigation, elimination and reduction of drug house complaints 
through knock and talks, surveillance and other similar investigative activities.17 
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Trafficking and Seizures 
 During 2007 SCU reported seizing 4.5 pounds of methamphetamine and DART 

reported seizing an additional 147.3 grams of methamphetamine.18 
 
Amount of Drugs Seized by SCU & DART, Marion County, 2007 
Drug SCU DART 
Marijuana 52.76 pounds/277 plants 2,632.3 grams/33 plants 
Methamphetamine 4.5 pounds 147.3 grams 
Cocaine 100.9 grams 3.8 grams 
Psilocybin mushrooms 2.5 pounds n/a 
Hashish 23.2 grams 16.7 grams 
LSD 180 grams n/a 
Ecstasy 386 tablets n/a 
Oxycodone 116 tablets 117 tablets 
Methadone n/a 16 tablets 
Morphine n/a 20 grams 
Heroin n/a 3.1 grams 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts19 
As of April 2007, there were 2 drug courts in Salem that had been in operation for at 
least two years and 1 drug court that had recently been implemented. 

 
Correction 

 There are 4 Oregon Department of Corrections facilities located in Salem: Mill Creek 
Correctional Facility (MCCF), Oregon State Correctional Institution (OSCI), Oregon 
State Penitentiary (OSP) and Santiam Correctional Institution (SCI).20 

 In February 2008, 67 inmates at OSP were randomly chosen for drug testing. None of 
those tested were positive.21 

 
Results of Random Drug Tests, Salem Facilities, February 2008 
Facility # Tested # Positive % Positive 
MCCF 4 0 0.0% 
OSCI 26 0 0.0 
OSP 67 0 0.0 
SCI 16 0 0.0 
  

 During February 2008, 100 inmates involved in the Alcohol and Drug training 
programs at OSP were drug tested for suspicion of use. Seven of the tests were 
positive.22 

 
Results of Suspicion Drug Tests, Salem Facilities, February 2008 
Facility # Tested # Positive % Positive 
MCCF 12 0 0.0% 
OSCI 20 0 0.0 
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OSP 100 7 7.0 
SCI 31 0 0.0 
 

 From July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007, 714 of those admitted to prison in Oregon had 
been convicted in Marion County.23 

 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2005, there were 192 births in Marion County in which illicit drugs were used 
by the mother, representing 4.1% of all births in the county that year.24 

 The Salem Police Department’s CRS took a total of 548 children into protective 
custody because of drug activity during 2007. A total of 265 of these cases involved 
methamphetamine.25 

 CRS also reported 51 houses as unfit for habitation/health hazards during 2007 as a 
result of drug activity.26 

 During 2006, the Oregon State Medical Examiner Division of the State Police 
reported 20 out of 213 drug-related deaths in Oregon occurred in Marion County.27 

 
Number of Drug-Related Deaths, Marion County, 2006 
Drug Type # of Deaths 
Heroin 12 
Cocaine 4 
Methamphetamine 9 
Combinations 4 
Total 20 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
2 Ibid. 
3 Salem Web site: http://www.cityofsalem.net/
4 Salem Mayor Web site: http://www.cityofsalem.net/departments/citygov/mayor_council/mayor.html
5 Salem City Council Web site: http://www.cityofsalem.net/departments/citygov/mayor_council/
6 Salem City Manager Web site: http://www.cityofsalem.net/departments/citygov/citymgr/citymanager.htm
7 Salem Police Department Web site: http://www.cityofsalem.net/export/departments/police
8 Marion County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.co.marion.or.us/SO/
9 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Oregon High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area section: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/oregon.html
10 NO METH-Not in MY Neighborhood Web site: http://www.nomethnotinmyneighborhood.org/
11 Salem Police Department, 2007 Annual Report: 
http://www.cityofsalem.net/export/departments/police/AnnualReport2007.pdf
12 Ibid. 
13 Ibid. 
14 Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Healthy Teens Combined 2005-2006 County Data: 
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/youthsurvey/ohteens/2006/county/index.shtml
15 Salem-Keizer Together Community Drug Prevention Network, 2007 Community Profile Trends in 
Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse in the Salem-Keizer Community, December 2007: 
http://www.cityofsalem.net/departments/scserv/execsummarySKT.pdf
16 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2006, September 2007: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
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17 Salem Police Department, 2007 Annual Report: 
http://www.cityofsalem.net/export/departments/police/AnnualReport2007.pdf
18 Ibid. 
19 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, April 16, 2007:  
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
20 Oregon Department of Corrections Web site, Oregon Prisons section: 
http://www.oregon.gov/DOC/OPS/PRISON/all_prisons.shtml
21 Oregon Department of Corrections, Inmate Drug Usage in the Institutions During February 2008: 
http://www.oregon.gov/DOC/RESRCH/docs/drugtest.pdf
22 Ibid. 
23 Oregon Department of Corrections, Prison Admissions by County, July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007: 
http://www.oregon.gov/DOC/RESRCH/docs/admissions_county20070630.pdf
24 Oregon Department of Human Services, 2005 Vital Statistics County Data: 
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/data/cntydata/cdb2005/codat05.shtml
25 Salem Police Department, 2007 Annual Report: 
http://www.cityofsalem.net/export/departments/police/AnnualReport2007.pdf
26 Ibid. 
27 Oregon Department of State Police, State Medical Examiner Division, Drug-Related Deaths, 2006: 
http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/SME/docs/Drug_Related_Death_Report_2006.pdf
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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