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Ohio 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 11,306,7931 
 Race/Ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 84.0% white; 11.8% 

black/African American; 0.2% American Indian/Alaskan Native; 1.5% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.9% other race; 1.5% two or more races; 
2.3% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Ted Strickland3 
 Lieutenant Governor: Lee Fisher4 
 Attorney General: Marc Dann5 
 Secretary of State: Jennifer Brunner6 
 U.S. Senators: Sherrod Brown (D); George Voinovich (R)7 
 U.S. Representatives (Districts 1-18, respectively): Steve Chabot (R); Jean Schmidt 

(R); Michael Turner (R); Jim Jordan (R); Robert E. Latta (R); Charles A. Wilson (D); 
David Hobson (R); John Boehner (R); Marcy Kaptur (D); Dennis Kucinich (D); 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones (D); Patrick Tiberi (R); Betty Sutton (D); Steven LaTourette 
(R); Deborah Pryce (R); Ralph Regula (R); Tim Ryan (D); Zachary T. Space (D)8 

 Capital: Columbus9 
 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)10 
Designated in June 1999, the Ohio HIDTA is responsible for the following Ohio 
counties: Cuyahogo, Fairfield, Franklin, Greene, Hamilton, Lucas, Mahoning, 
Montgomery, Stark, Summit and Warren. 

 Ohio Early Warning Network11 
The Ohio Early Warning Network was developed for people to report emerging 
critical concerns related to violence and drug trends in their community. The mission 
of the Network is to release timely alerts to enable parents and professionals to 
prevent/de-escalate emerging drug trends and precursors to violence across the state. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2006, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) made 691 drug arrests in 
Ohio.12 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Ohio, 2002-2006 
Year Arrests 
2002 686 
2003 453 
2004 806 
2005 538 
2006 691 
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 There were 164 total homicide arrests in Ohio during 2006.13 
 
Number of Arrests, Select Offenses, Ohio, 2006 
Offense Juvenile All Ages 
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 19 164 
Forcible rape 98 476 
Robbery 515 2,320 
Aggravated assault 610 3,604 
Burglary 1,177 5,320 
Larceny-theft 5,010 21,816 
Motor vehicle theft 484 1,495 
Arson 137 281 
Drug abuse violations 2,763 31,368 
Driving under the influence 233 18,960 
Liquor law violations 2,274 11,710 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Powder and crack cocaine are the primary drug threats in Ohio.14 The availability of 
crack cocaine remains high in all Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring (OSAM) 
Network reporting areas of the state. Crack injection was reported as increasing in 
several areas across the state.15 Quantities of powder cocaine sell for $110/gram, 
$800-$1,400/ounce, and $23,400/kilogram. Average purity levels for powder cocaine 
are 63% and 75% for crack cocaine.16

 Heroin 
Heroin distribution and abuse are increasing in Ohio. Heroin signature analysis 
indicates that South American and Mexican black tar are prevalent in the northern 
Ohio region. In the southern Ohio region Mexican black tar heroin is predominant. 
Heroin sells for $140-$250/gram, $2,400-$7,000/ounce and $68,000/kilogram. The 
average heroin purity in the state is 52%.17  

 Marijuana 
Marijuana continues to be the most widely abused and readily available illicit drug 
throughout the state of Ohio. The available supply of marijuana ranges from pound to 
multi-hundred pound quantities.18 Lower quality marijuana sells for $75-$125/ounce 
and the high quality sells for up to $200-$400/ounce.19

 Methamphetamine 
Most areas of the state reported continuing decreases in methamphetamine 
availability and abuse. Methamphetamine use continues to be more commonly 
reported among whites between 20 and 30 years of age.20 Purity levels range from 
7.4% to 100%.21

 Club Drugs 
The use of club drugs such as ecstasy, GHB, ketamine and LSD has steadily 
increased in Ohio. These substances are growing in popularity among young adults 
and juveniles, especially in urban areas of the state.22  

 Other Drugs 
The diversion and abuse of OxyContin represent a significant threat to Ohio.23  
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 According to 2004-2005 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), approximately 743,000 (8%) Ohio citizens (ages 12 or older) reported past 
month use of an illicit drug.24 

 
Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Ohio, 2004-2005 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 743 7.82% 
Past year marijuana use 961 10.12 
Past month marijuana use 570 6.00 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 311 3.28 
Past year cocaine use 190 2.00 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 474 5.00 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 

 Approximately 3.6 million (37.54%) Ohio citizens reported that using marijuana 
occasionally (once a month) was a “great risk”.25 

 Additional 2004-2005 NSDUH results indicate that 259,000 (2.73%) Ohio citizens 
reported illicit drug dependence or abuse within the past year. Approximately 
176,000 (1.85%) reported past year illicit drug dependence.26 

 
Juveniles  

 According to 2004-2005 NSDUH data, approximately 101,000 (10%) Ohio 12-17 
year olds reported past month use of an illicit drug.27 

 
Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Drug Use, Ohio, 2004-2005 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 101 10.26% 
Past year marijuana use 135 13.76 
Past month marijuana use 73 7.43 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 48 4.87 
Past year cocaine use 12 1.23 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 71 7.26 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 

 Approximately 9% of Ohio high school students surveyed in 2005 reported using 
cocaine at least once in their lifetime.28 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Ohio, 2005 
Drug Type and Use Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use 37.9% 43.2% 40.5% 
Past month marijuana use 18.8 22.9 20.9 
Lifetime cocaine use 7.8 10.0 8.9 
Past month cocaine use 3.3 3.5 3.4 
Lifetime inhalant use 10.9 12.9 11.9 
Lifetime heroin use 1.3 3.2 2.3 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 6.9 8.1 7.5 
Lifetime ecstasy  5.9 7.5 6.7 
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Lifetime illegal use of steroids  2.3 4.9 3.6 
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 0.8 3.0 1.9 
Tried marijuana before age 13 7.7 11.0 9.4 
 

 Half of Ohio high school seniors surveyed in 2005 reported using marijuana at least 
once in their lifetime.29 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Ohio, 2005 
Drug Type and Use 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use 25.6% 40.3% 46.9% 50.0% 
Past month marijuana use 12.8 23.1 23.7 25.2 
Lifetime cocaine use 5.4 9.8 7.6 13.4 
Past month cocaine use 2.4 3.9 0.9 6.6 
Lifetime inhalant use 13.7 13.4 10.1 9.8 
Lifetime heroin use 2.4 2.8 0.5 3.2 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 6.0 9.0 5.9 8.8 
Lifetime ecstasy  6.2 8.2 5.0 7.3 
Lifetime illegal use of steroids  4.7 5.3 1.8 2.4 
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 1.8 2.9 0.8 2.1 
Tired marijuana before age 13 8.4 9.8 9.0 10.4 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2006, there were 29,607 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Ohio (21,289 officers and 8,318 civilians).30 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Mexican criminal groups and, to a lesser extent, other ethnic criminal groups are the 
principal transporters and wholesale distributors of multi-kilogram quantities of 
powdered cocaine in Ohio.31 

 Dominican criminal groups control the distribution of South American heroin in 
Ohio, while Mexican criminal groups control the distribution of Mexican black tar 
heroin. At the retail-level, African American, Dominican and Mexican criminal 
groups are involved in heroin distribution.32 

 Mexican criminal groups are now the largest supplier of methamphetamine in the 
state, but local independent criminal groups and outlaw motorcycle gangs are also 
responsible for transporting and distributing methamphetamine throughout Ohio.33 

 There were 1,706.2 kilograms of marijuana seized by Federal agencies in Ohio during 
2006.34 

 
Amount of Federal Drug Seizures, Ohio, 2006 
Drug Type Amount Seized 
Cocaine 511.8 kilograms 
Heroin 9.4 kilograms 
Methamphetamine 3.4 kilograms/62 dosage units 
Marijuana 1,706.2 kilograms 
MDMA 11,831 dosage units 
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 During 2006, there were 243 methamphetamine laboratory incidents reported in Ohio 
by the DEA and state and local authorities.35  

 
Methamphetamine Laboratory Incidents, Ohio, 2002-2006 
Year Laboratory Incidents 
2002 97 
2003 29 
2004 123 
2005 331 
2006 243 
 

 During 2006, more than 42,000 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated and 
seized in Ohio as part of the DEA's Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression 
Program.36  

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Ohio, 2006 

Outdoor Operations Indoor Operations
 

Eradicated 
Plots 

Cultivated 
Plants 

Eradicated 

 
 
Grows Seized 

 
Plants 

Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

1,803 34,428 172 7,872 42,300 
 

 During 2006, the Ohio State Highway Patrol seized illegal drugs worth more than 
$54.6 million, including more than $24 million worth of marijuana and more than $28 
million worth of cocaine.37 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts38 
As of April 2007, there were 63 drug courts in Ohio that had been operating for at 
least two years, 5 that had recently been implemented and 7 that were being planned. 

 During FY 2006, 40% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in Ohio had committed 
a drug offense. Approximately 36% of these drug cases involved powder cocaine.39 

 
Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Cases, Ohio, FY 2006 

 

 

Drug Type Involved Offenses % of Total 
Powder cocaine  238 35.6% 
Crack cocaine  218 32.6 
Heroin 68 10.2 
Marijuana 88 13.2 
Methamphetamine 39 5.8 
Other 18 2.7 

Corrections 
 On January 14, 2007 the total Ohio inmate population was 49,752.40 
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 As of October 1, 2007, the total number of offenders under supervision by state or 
state-subsidized county programs in Ohio was 91,969. There were 32,399 individuals 
under state supervised  parole or probation.41 

 During calendar year 2006, there were 8,829 commitments to the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) for drug offenses.42 

 
Drug Commitments to ODRC, Ohio, 2006 
Type of Drug Offense Commitments 
Abusing harmful intoxicants 5 
Corruption of another with drugs 38 
Deception to obtain drugs 119 
Drug law violation 6 
Drug possession 5,175 
Illegal processing of drug documents 86 
Illegal manufacturing of drugs 381 
Permitting drug abuse 27 
Preparation of drug for sale 7 
Sale of counterfeit drugs 49 
Tampering with drugs 2 
Theft of drugs 1 
Trafficking in drugs 2,933 
Total drug offenses 8,829 
 

 ODRC conducts random drug tests on 5% of the inmate population each month. 
During FY 2006, 1.5% of inmates randomly tested, tested positive for drugs.43 

 ODRC reported a total of 14,585 inmate participants in alcohol and other drug (AOD) 
programming during FY 2007.44 

 
ODRC Inmate Participants in AOD Programming, Ohio, FY 2007 
Type of Program # % of Total 
Intensive program prison 606 4.2% 
Therapeutic community 891 6.1 
Residential 540 3.7 
Intensive outpatient 1,735 11.9 
Outpatient 644 4.4 
AOD education 3,573 24.5 
Self-help/peer group 6,596 45.2 
Total 14,585 100.0 
 

 Of the 1,735 total participants in ODRC intensive outpatient programs during FY 
2007, there were 1,023 inmates who had successfully completed the program by the 
end of FY 2007.45 
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ODRC Inmate AOD Treatment Participation and Outcomes, Ohio, FY 2007 
 
Type of Program 

FY 2007 
Participants 

Early 
Terminations 

Successful 
Completions 

Carried Over 
to FY 2008 

Therapeutic community 891 318 206 367 
Residential 540 158 246 136 
Intensive program prison 606 68 490 48 
Intensive outpatient 1,735 415 1,023 297 
Outpatient 644 161 173 310 
 
Consequences of Use 

 According to the El Paso Intelligence Center, there were 2 children injured at Ohio 
methamphetamine laboratories during 2005. Another 88 children were affected by 
labs during 2005.46 

 
Treatment 

 During 2006, there were 67,101 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Ohio.47 
There were 71,337 such treatment admissions reported during 2005.48  

 
Admissions to Treatment, Ohio, 2005-2006 
 2005 2006
Drug Type # % # % 
Alcohol only 14,250 20.0% 12,392 18.5% 
Alcohol with secondary drug 14,063 19.7 13,931 20.8 
Cocaine (smoked) 9,690 13.6 9,129 13.6 
Cocaine (other route) 2,332 3.3 2,323 3.5 
Marijuana 15,318 21.5 14,354 21.4 
Heroin 6,377 8.9 6,217 9.3 
Other opiates 2,722 3.8 2,823 4.2 
PCP 115 0.2 106 0.2 
Hallucinogens 55 0.1 28 0.0 
Amphetamines 795 1.1 628 0.9 
Other stimulants 32 0.0 36 0.1 
Tranquilizers 234 0.3 238 0.4 
Sedatives 111 0.2 109 0.2 
Inhalants 33 0.0 25 0.0 
Other unknown 5,201 7.3 4,762 7.1 
Total 71,337 100.0 67,101 100.0 
 

 According to 2004-2005 NSDUH data, approximately 228,000 (2.4%) Ohio citizens 
reported needing but not receiving treatment for illicit drug use within the past year.49 

 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey: http://factfinder.census.gov/  
2 Ibid. 
3 Ohio Governor Web site: http://www.state.oh.us/gov/
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4 Ibid. 
5 Ohio Attorney General Web site: http://www.ag.state.oh.us/
6 Ohio Secretary of State Web site: http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/
7 U.S. Senate Web site: http://www.senate.gov/
8 U.S. House of Representatives Web site: http://clerk.house.gov/
9 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
10 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Ohio High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area section: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/ohio.html  
11 Ohio Early Warning Network Web site: http://www.ebasedprevention.org/oewn.asp?id=39  
12 Drug Enforcement Administration, Ohio State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/ohio.html
13 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2006, September 2007: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
14 Drug Enforcement Administration, Ohio State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/ohio.html  
15 Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services, The Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring 
Network (OSAM) June 2007 Meeting: Executive Summary, June 2007: 
http://www.odadas.state.oh.us/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=1421
16 Drug Enforcement Administration, Ohio State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/ohio.html
17 Ibid. 
18 Ibid. 
19 Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services, The Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring 
Network (OSAM) June 2007 Meeting: Executive Summary, June 2007: 
http://www.odadas.state.oh.us/GD/DocumentManagement/DocumentDownload.aspx?DocumentID=1421
20 Ibid. 
21 Drug Enforcement Administration, Ohio State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/ohio.html
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the 
2004-2005 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2007: 
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
28 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System, Youth Online: 
Comprehensive Results: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/yrbss/
29 Ibid. 
30 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2006, September 2007: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
31 Drug Enforcement Administration, Ohio State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/ohio.html  
32 Ibid. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Ibid. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Bureau of Justice Statistics, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics Online: 
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/
37 Ohio Department of Public Safety, 2006 Annual Report: 
http://www.publicsafety.ohio.gov/newsletters/ar2006.pdf  
38 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, April 16, 2007:  
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
39 U.S. Sentencing Commission, FY 2006 Federal Sentencing Statistics, Ohio: 
http://www.ussc.gov/JUDPACK/2006/oh06.pdf  
40 Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, Bureau of Classification, Inmate Count: 1/14/08:: 
http://www.drc.state.oh.us/web/Reports/count/January%2014%202008.pdf
41 Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, Master Population Count: Third Quarter 2007: 
http://www.drc.state.oh.us/web/Reports/MasterPopulation/Third%20Quarter%202007.pdf
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42 Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, Calendar Year 2006 Commitment Report: 
http://www.drc.state.oh.us/web/Reports/Commitment/Calendar%20Year%202006.pdf  
43 Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, FY 2006 Annual Report: 
http://www.drc.state.oh.us/web/Reports/Annual/Annual%20Report%202006.pdf
44 Office of Correctional HealthCare, Bureau of Recovery Services Annual Report Fiscal Year 2007: 
http://www.drc.state.oh.us/web/Reports/Recovery/Fiscal%20Year%202007.pdf
45 Ibid. 
46 El Paso Intelligence Center, National Clandestine Laboratory Seizure System, Persons Affected 
Summary, Calendar Year 2005 
47 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Treatment Data, Ohio, 2006: 
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/OH06.htm  
48 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Treatment Data, Ohio, 2005: 
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/OH05.htm     
49 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the 
2004-2005 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2007: 
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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