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Reno, Nevada 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 203,550 (2005 Census estimate); 180,480 (2000 Census)1 
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 69.2% white; 2.4% black/African American; 1.0% 

American Indian/Alaska Native; 5.2% Asian; 0.5% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific 
Islander; 0.1% other race; 2.3% two or more race; 19.2% Hispanic/Latino origin (of 
any race).2 

 Reno is located in Washoe County.3  
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Robert Cashell4 
 City Council (Ward): Pierre Hascheff (At Large); Dan Gustin (1); Sharon Zadra (2); 

Jessica Sferrazza (3); Dwight Dortch (4); David Aiazzi (5)5 
 City Manager: Charles McNeely6 
 Chief of Police: Michael Poehlman7 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 Gang Resistance, Education, and Training program (G.R.E.A.T)8 
G.R.E.A.T. is a life-skills competency program designed to provide children with 
skills to avoid gang pressure and youth violence. Representatives of the Reno Police 
Department teach the program at various middle schools in Reno, with the 
cooperation of the Washoe County School District. Graduates of the G.R.E.A.T. 
program report a lower rate of victimization; more negative views of gangs; more 
favorable attitudes toward law enforcement; more peer involvement in pro-social 
activities; and less involvement in risk-seeking behaviors.  

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 Preliminary data indicate that there were 8 murders reported to law enforcement in 
Reno during 2005.9 

 
Number of Index Offenses Reported to Police, Reno, 2004-2005 
Offense 2004 2005 
Murder 9 8 
Forcible rape 112 110 
Robbery 464 421 
Aggravated assault 895 979 
Burglary 1,713 1,916 
Larceny-theft 6,884 7,547 
Motor vehicle theft 1,557 1,526 
Arson 50 14 
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 During 2004, the Reno Police Department made 425 arrests for drug violations. Fifty 
of those arrested for drug violations were juveniles.10 

 
Number of Substance-Related Arrests, Reno, 2004 
Offense Juvenile Adult Total 
Drug abuse violations 50 375 425 
Driving under the influence 9 753 762 
Liquor laws 156 929 1,085 
Drunkenness 36 0 36 
 

 The Reno Police Department made 5 juvenile arrests and 14 adult arrests for murder 
during 2004.11 

 
Number of Arrests, Index Offenses, Reno, 2004 
Offense Juvenile Adult Total 
Murder 5 14 19 
Rape 11 24 35 
Robbery 8 172 180 
Aggravated assault 193 268 461 
Burglary 72 326 398 
Larceny 560 1,239 1,799 
Motor vehicle theft 6 37 43 
Arson 0 4 4 
Total all offenses* 2,324 12,782 15,106 
* includes arrests for index and non-index offenses 
 
Drugs 

 Prescription fraud is on the rise in Reno.12 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2004, there were 480 full-time law enforcement employees in Reno 
(344 officers and 136 civilians).13 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts14 
As of April 14, 2006, there were 5 drug courts in Reno that had been operating for 
over 2 years, one that was recently implemented, and 2 that were being planned at 
that time. 

 
Treatment 

 As of July 2006, there were 13 treatment programs in Reno that had been certified by 
the Nevada Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Abuse (BADA).15 

 In 2004, BADA estimated that there were 33,571 Washoe County residents that could 
be classified as abusing or being dependent on alcohol or drugs. Of these, there were 
an estimated 3,319 cases of alcohol or drug abuse/dependence among residents aged 
12-17.16 
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 There were 3,315 admissions to Nevada BADA-funded treatment sites in Washoe 
County during 2004.17 

 
Admissions to Treatment by Primary Substance Used, Washoe County, 2004 
Primary Drug Number Percent 
Alcohol 1,083 32.67% 
Cocaine 258 7.78 
Club drugs/hallucinogens 10 0.30 
Marijuana/hashish 481 14.51 
Opioids 273 8.24 
Amphetamine/methamphetamine 1,185 35.75 
Other 25 0.75 
Total 3,315 100.0 
 

 Approximately 53% of those admitted to treatment in 2004 were referred to treatment 
by the criminal justice system.18 

 
Treatment Admissions by Referral Source, Washoe County, 2004 
Referral Source # % 
Self/family/friend 867 26.15% 
Criminal justice system 1,766 53.27 
Mental health 83 2.50 
All other 599 18.07 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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