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Las Vegas, Nevada

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding,
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics

> Population (2004 American Community Survey): 536,119*

» Race/Ethnicity (2004 American Community Survey): 74.9% white; 10.4%
black/African American; 0.6% American Indian/Alaska Native; 5.2% Asian; 0.6%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 6.2% other race; 2.2% two or more race;
28.2% Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race).

> Las Vegas is located in Clark County.®

Politics

» Mayor: Oscar Goodman®*

» City Council (Wards 1-6 respectively): Lois Tarkanian, Steve Wolfson, Mayor Pro
Tem Gary Reese, Larry Brown, Lawrence Weekly, Steven D. Ross®

» City Manager: Douglas Selby®

> Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department Sheriff: Bill Young’

> Las Vegas Department of Detention and Enforcement Chief: Karen Coyne ®

Programs/Initiatives

> High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)®
Designated in January 2001, the Nevada HIDTA is responsible for Clark County.

» Cops Racing Against Violence Through Education (CRAVE)™
CRAVE, which started in 1995, is ran by the Las Vegas Police Department with the
goal of educating youth about the dangers of violence and substance abuse. The
program involves officers visiting schools and appearing at Las Vegas racetracks.
They also teach driver education, DUI awareness, take children on field trips, and
give away scholarships.

> Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE)*

The Las Vegas Police Department DARE Program began in 1986 with assistance
from the Clark County School District and Junior League of Las Vegas. The DARE
program currently serves more than 15,000 fifth grade students in more than one
hundred schools in Las Vegas.

Crime and Drug-Related Crime

>

Preliminary data indicate that there were 144 murders reported to law enforcement in
Las Vegas during 2005.*

Number of Index Offenses Reported to Police, Las Vegas, 2004-2005

Offense 2004 2005
Murder 131 144
Forcible rape 605 616
Robbery 3,729 3,494
Aggravated assault 5,318 5,275
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Burglary 14,224 14,368
Larceny-theft 29,265 27,695
Motor vehicle theft 16,165 19,950
Arson 350 441

» The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department Vice and Narcotics Bureau reported
serving 342 warrants and making 797 arrests during 2004-2005.*
> There were 57 gang-related shootings in Las Vegas during 2004.%

Gang Statistics, Las Vegas, 2003-2004

2003 2004
Number of gangs 416 413
Number of gang members 6,315 6,097
Number of gang associates 2,945 2,855
Number of gang-related shootings 212 57
Number of gang-related stabbing/assaults 62 12
Number of deceased gang members 34 14

> During 2004, there were 3,563 referrals to the Clark County Department of Juvenile

Justice Services (DJJS) for drug and controlled substances offenses.*®

Number of Charges by Category, Clark County DJJS, 2004

Offense 2004
Administrative actions 3,671
Crimes against persons 4,962
Crimes against property 9,599
Crimes against public health & safety 2,353
Crimes against the public 3,786
Drug and controlled substances 3,563
Local code crimes 363

Malicious mischief crimes 1,386
Miscellaneous 2,003
Sexual crimes 1,007
Status offenses 5,116
Traffic crimes 3,704

» Of the 3,563 referrals to the Clark County DJJS for drug and controlled substances

offenses, 1,242 were for marijuana possession.®

Drug & Controlled Substances Crimes, Clark County DJJS, 2004

Drug & Contr. Substances Crimes 2004
Furnishing controlled substance 4
Inhale harmful vapors 5
Manufacturing a controlled substance 1
Narcotics cultivation 1
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Obtaining dangerous drug or prescription 1
Offer/Arrange sale of contr. substance 3
Possession of controlled substance 251
Possession with intent to sell 173
Possession of dangerous drug (1st offense) 73
Possess. of dang. drug (2nd/subs. offense) 0
Possess. drug (no interstate commerce) 50
Possession of drug paraphernalia 1,141
Possession of hypodermic device 2
Possess. of imitation substance w/ intent 7
Possession of marijuana 1,242
Possession of marij. (1 oz or less) 1st off. 2
Sale of controlled substance 35
Trafficking controlled substance 38
Transporting controlled substance 1
Under the influence/use contr. substance 533
Total 3,563
Drugs

» Cocaine'’

Cocaine HCL is readily available throughout southern Nevada.

» Marijuana®™
The prevalence of indoor marijuana cultivation in Las Vegas has increased within the
past year.

» Methamphetamine®®
Methamphetamine is the most problematic drug in southern Nevada. The majority of
the methamphetamine currently being seized is approximately 90% pure or higher,
compared to 30-60% purity in past years.

» Club drugs®
Club drugs are readily available in cities located in the southern section of the state,
particularly in Las Vegas.

> Diverted Pharmaceuticals®!
Prescription fraud is on the rise in Las Vegas.

Enforcement

» As of July 1, 2006, there were 3,395 full-time law enforcement employees with the
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (2,190 officers and 1,205 civilians).?

» Gang Diversion Unit/Gang Crimes Section®
The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department Gang Crimes Section was formed in
1984 (as the Gang Diversion Unit) to combat the growing gang activity and related
drug sales plaguing the city.

Trafficking and Seizures

» Southern Nevada, specifically Las Vegas, serves as an importation and transshipment
point for drugs destined to other areas of the country.?* The transportation of
narcotics via public highways is now the most frequent choice for narcotics
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traffickers. Major traffickers routinely utilize I-15 to transport narcotics from
California and the southern United States to Clark County and cities located in the
central, northern and eastern regions of United States.?

> Las Vegas serves as an importation and transshipment point for MDMA.%

» According to 2004-2005 data, the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department
reported that the discovery of clandestine methamphetamine laboratories in the Las
Vegas area has dropped by more than 25% over the past two years.?’

Courts

» Drug Courts®
As of April 14, 2006, there were 4 drug courts in Las Vegas that had been operating
for over 2 years and 1 that was being planned at that time.

» During 2004, there were 233 juveniles assigned to drug courts by the Clark County
DJJS.”

Treatment

» As of July 2006, there were 23 treatment programs in Las Vegas that had been
certified by the Nevada Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Abuse (BADA).*

> In 2004, BADA estimated that there were 146,453 Clark County residents that could
be classified as abusing or being dependent on alcohol or drugs. Of these, there were
an estig;ated 13,880 cases of alcohol or drug abuse/dependence among residents aged
12-17.

» There were 6,309 admissions to BADA-funded treatment sites in Clark County

during 2004.%

Admissions to Treatment by Primary Substance Used, Clark County, 2004

Primary Drug Number Percent
Alcohol 2,478 39.28%
Cocaine 824 13.06
Club drugs/hallucinogens 43 0.68
Marijuana/hashish 724 11.48
Opioids 551 8.73
Amphetamine/methamphetamine 1,647 26.11
Other 42 0.67
Total 6,309 100.0

> Approximately 36% of those admitted to treatment in 2004 were referred to treatment

by the criminal justice system.®

Treatment Admissions by Referral Source, Clark County, 2004

Referral Source | # % ||
Self/family/friend 2,161 34.25%
Criminal justice system 2,242 35.54
Mental health 576 9.13

All other 1,330 21.08
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug
issues, please contact:

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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