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Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 488,1331 
 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 72.2% white; 3.1% 

black/African American; 4.4% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.2% Asian; 0.2% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 14.5% other race; 3.4% two or more races; 
43.7% Hispanic origin2 

 Albuquerque is located in Bernalillo County.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Martin Chavez4 
 City Council Members (Districts 1-9, respectively): Ken Sanchez, Debbie O’Malley, 

Isaac Benton, Brad Winter, Michael Cadigan, Martin Heinrich, Sally Mayer, Craig 
Loy, Don Harris5 

 Chief of Police: Ray Schultz6 
 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)7 
Designated in 1990, the Southwest Border HIDTA/New Mexico Region is 
responsible for thirteen counties in New Mexico including Bernalillo County.  

 Meth Alert Program8 
The Albuquerque Meth Alert Program seeks to increase public reports of suspected 
meth laboratories. As part of the initiative, the Albuquerque Police Department will 
train service and utility workers (meter readers, postal carriers, garbage collectors, 
and cable company employees) to detect meth laboratories at or near sites where they 
may be working. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 The Albuquerque Police Department reported 7 homicides from January through 
March 2006. During full year 2005, 45 homicides were reported.9 

 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Albuquerque, 2004-March 2006 
Offense Full Year 2004 Full Year 2005 Jan.-March 2006 
Homicide 37 45 7 
Rape 255 301 75 
Robbery 1,267 1,178 248 
Aggravated assault 3,127 3,158 664 
Burglary 5,359 5,815 1,641 
Larceny 21,11 21,196 5,010 
Motor vehicle theft 4,289 4,198 1,181 
Arson 122 128 32 
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 From January through March 2006, the Albuquerque Police Department reported 

1,028 drug offenses. During full year 2005, the Albuquerque Police Department 
reported 3,883 drug offenses.10 

 
Drug-/Alcohol-Related Offenses Known to Police, Albuquerque, 2004-March 2006 
Type of Offense Full Year 2004 Full Year 2005 Jan.-March 2006
Driving under the influence 5,123 4,920 1,178 
Liquor law violations 2,080 1,955 411 
Drug/narc. violations 4,261 3,883 1,028 
 
Drugs 

 Heroin 
Mexican black tar heroin is the most readily available and widely abused form of 
heroin in Albuquerque.11

 Club Drugs 
MDMA (ecstasy), Ketamine, LSD, and GHB are available in Albuquerque.12

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2004, there were 1,296 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Albuquerque (960 officers and 336 civilians).13 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 In 2005, Bernalillo County experienced a drop in the detection of meth labs but 
experienced an increase in the availability and trafficking of manufactured meth, 
predominantly from Mexico.14 

 During 2005, there were 40 methamphetamine lab seizures in Albuquerque. This is 
down from 63 labs seized in 2004 and 90 labs seized in 2003.15 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts16 
As of April 2006, there were 3 drug courts in Albuquerque that had been operating 
for more than 2 years and 2 that were recently implemented. There were no additional 
drug courts in existence or being planned in Albuquerque at that time. 

 The Bernalillo County District Attorney began an initiative in 2005 to expedite the 
prosecution of criminal cases related to methamphetamine.17 

 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2004, there were 124 (80 males and 44 females) drug-induced deaths 
involving Bernalillo County residents.18 

 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey: http://factfinder.census.gov  
2 Ibid. 
3 Albuquerque Web site: http://www.cabq.gov/
4 Albuquerque Mayor Web site: http://www.cabq.gov/mayor/
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5 Albuquerque City Council Web site: http://www.cabq.gov/council/
6 Albuquerque Police Department Web site: http://www.cabq.gov/police/
7 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Southwest Border High Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Area/New Mexico Region section: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/nmex.html
8 Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Office, Methamphetamine Fact Sheet, April 2006: 
http://www.bernco.gov/upload/images/sheriff/methamphetamine.pdf
9 Albuquerque Police Department, Crime Statistics: http://www.cabq.gov/onlinesvcs/crimestats/index.html  
10 Albuquerque Police Department, Crime Statistics: http://www.cabq.gov/onlinesvcs/crimestats/index.html
11 Drug Enforcement Administration, New Mexico State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/newmexico.html  
12 Drug Enforcement Administration, New Mexico State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/newmexico.html
13 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2004, October 2005: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/04cius.htm
14 Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Office, Methamphetamine Fact Sheet, April 2006: 
http://www.bernco.gov/upload/images/sheriff/methamphetamine.pdf  
15 Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Office, Methamphetamine Fact Sheet, April 2006: 
http://www.bernco.gov/upload/images/sheriff/methamphetamine.pdf
16 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, April 14, 2006: 
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
17 Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Office, Methamphetamine Fact Sheet, April 2006: 
http://www.bernco.gov/upload/images/sheriff/methamphetamine.pdf
18 New Mexico Center for Health Statistics, New Mexico Selected Health Statistics Annual Report 2004, 
July 2006: http://www.health.state.nm.us/pdf/2004%20Annual%20Report.pdf  
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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