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New Hampshire 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 1,287,687 (July 2003 Census estimate);1 1,238,917 (2002 American 
Community Survey)2 

 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 94.81% white; 0.82% 
black/African American; 0.23% American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.28% Asian; 
0.04% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.13% other race; 1.02% two or more 
races; 1.68% Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race)3 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Craig Benson4 
 Attorney General: Peter Heed5  
 Secretary of State: William Gardner6 
 U.S. Senate: John Sununu (R), Judd Gregg (R)7 
 U.S. House of Representatives (Districts 1-2, respectively): Jeb Bradley (R); Charles 

F. Bass (R)8 
 Capital: Concord9 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)10 
Designated in 1999, the New England HIDTA is responsible for areas in 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Vermont, Maine, and Hillsborough 
County in New Hampshire.  

 Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention, Intervention, and Treatment11 
The purpose of the Governor’s Commission is to significantly reduce alcohol and 
drug problems and their behavioral, health, and social consequences. The 
Commission advises the Governor regarding policy, funding, and the delivery of 
effective, efficient coordinated alcohol and drug abuse prevention and treatment 
services. 

 Partnership for a Drug-Free New Hampshire12 
Launched in 1994 as part of the national Partnership for a Drug-Free America, the 
Partnership for a Drug-Free New Hampshire develops and distributes anti-drug 
messages and works with New Hampshire’s media outlets to air and publish the 
messages and resources. 

 Impaired Driving Intervention Services13 
Impaired Driving Intervention Services provide drug-related education and 
counseling to individuals who have substance abuse-related driving convictions. 
There are three types of services offered: First Offender Programs; Phase II Programs 
for Repeat First Offenders; and Multiple Offender Programs for second or subsequent 
offenders. 

 New Futures14 
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The mission of New Futures is to foster, promote, and support effective strategies to 
reduce alcohol, tobacco, and other drug problems in New Hampshire. New Futures 
focuses on two goals: the reduction of underage alcohol problems and an increase in 
access to drug/alcohol treatment. 

 
Federal Funding 

 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in New Hampshire:15 
• FY 2003:  

 $100,000 to Community Alliance for Teen Safety, Derry 
 $100,000 to North Country Health Consortium, Inc., Littleton 
 $100,000 to Makin It Happen Coalition for Resilient Youth, Manchester 
 $100,000 to Whole Village Family Resource Center, Plymouth 

• FY 2002: No grantees 
• FY 2001: 

 $100,000 to the Caring Community Network of the Twin Rivers, Manchester 
 $100,000 to the Concord Community Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition, 

Concord 
 $60,189 to the Dover Coalition for Youth, Dover 
 $53,591 to the Community Health in Progress Coalition, North Conway 

• FY 2000: No grantees 
• FY 1999: No grantees 

 Office for Weed and Seed16 
There is one site in New Hampshire that has received Federal funding and official 
recognition as a Weed and Seed site. The site is the Downtown/Millyard area of 
Manchester. 

 FY 2003/2004 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) Formula and Discretionary Grant Summary for New Hampshire:17 
• Formula Funding - $8,851,494 

 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant - $6,671,798 
 Community Mental Health Services Block Grant - $1,469,696 
 Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) - $300,000 
 Protection and Advocacy Formula Grant - $410,000 

• Discretionary Funding - $2,076,284 
 Mental Health - $952,849 
 Substance Prevention - $345,021 
 Substance Abuse Treatment - $778,414 

• Total Mental Health Funds: $3,132,545 
• Total Substance Abuse Funds: $7,795,233 
• Total SAMHSA Funds for New Hampshire: $10,927,778 

 FY 2004 Byrne Formula Grant Program amount awarded to New Hampshire: 
$2,986,87018 

 FY 1996-2003 Residential Substance Abuse Treatment for State Prisoners Formula 
Grant amounts allocated to New Hampshire: 
• FY 1996: $139,03719 
• FY 1997: $152,72720 
• FY 1998: $327,36621 
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• FY 1999: $315,64022 
• FY 2000: $316,02923 
• FY 2001: $314,24424 
• FY 2002: $349,60525 
• FY 2003: $326,56426 

 There were no New Hampshire recipients of the FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs 
Drug Court Discretionary Grant.27 

 There were no New Hampshire recipients of the FY 2003 funding available from the 
Department of Justice’s Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) to 
fight methamphetamine.28 

 FY 2002 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services total 
grant amounts received in New Hampshire (by funding category):29

• Communities (discretionary): $0.3 million 
• Counter-terrorism (discretionary): $40.2 million 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: $2.9 million 
 formula: $2.8 million 

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: $17.1 million 
 formula: $2.2 million 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: $2.2 million 
 formula: $3.4 million 

• Victims: 
 discretionary: $0 
 formula: $2.1 million 

• Total OJP/COPS funds received in New Hampshire in FY 2002: $73.4 million 
 There were no New Hampshire recipients of the FY 2001 Housing and Urban 

Development Federally-Assisted Low Income Drug Elimination grants.30 
 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 From July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002, the New Hampshire Drug Task Force was 
involved in 559 cases, resulting in 142 arrests and 39 indictments.31 

 During 2000, there were 2,943 arrests for drug abuse violations in New Hampshire.32 
This number decreased to 2,763 during 2001.33 During 2002, there were 2,953 arrests 
for drug abuse violations in New Hampshire.34
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Number of Arrests, Selected Offenses, New Hampshire, 2000-2002 
Offense Type 2000 2001 2002 
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 4 2 5 
Forcible rape 71 54 64 
Robbery 97 72 93 
Aggravated assault 243 264 356 
Burglary 296 279 421 
Larceny-theft 1,566 1,531 1,792 
Motor vehicle theft 129 144 124 
Arson 31 27 41 
Drug abuse violations 2,943 2,763 2,953 
Driving under the influence 3,857 3,005 4,075 
Liquor laws 2,949 2,553 3,171 
Drunkenness 3,838 4,034 4,191 
 

 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported 46 drug arrests in New 
Hampshire during 2001.35 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, New Hampshire, 1997-2001 
Year Arrests 
1997 57 
1998 73 
1999 67 
2000 104 
2001 46 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
While powder cocaine is readily available throughout New Hampshire, crack is 
primarily available in the state’s urban areas such as Rochester, Manchester, and 
Portsmouth. In the first quarter of FY 2003, powder cocaine sold for $60-$100/gram 
and was 20-30% pure. Crack cocaine sold for $20-$100/rock.36  

 Heroin 
There has been an increase in heroin availability along the seacoast and in the 
southeast region of the state.37 This substance has emerged as the most significant 
drug threat to New Hampshire. High purity, low cost heroin is attracting a new user 
population: young adults who snort or smoke the drug instead of inject it.38 In the first 
quarter of FY 2003, heroin sold for $7-$20/bag.39

 Marijuana 
Marijuana is the most readily available and widely abused illegal drug in New 
Hampshire. Most of the marijuana available in the state originates in Mexico. 
However, BC Bud from Canada and locally-produced marijuana are also available.40 
THC content in excess of 22% has been found in the area.41 In the first quarter of FY 
2003, commercial grade marijuana sold for $900-$2,200/pound and $5/joint. High 
quality, Canada-produced marijuana sold for $3,000-$4,000/pound and $10/joint.42
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 Methamphetamine 
There has been a growth in the availability of methamphetamine in the state, 
particularly in and around the seacoast area.43 In the first quarter of FY 2003, 
methamphetamine sold for $150/gram at the retail level.44

 Club Drugs 
There has been a rapid increase in the availability of MDMA in New Hampshire, 
particularly among students and in association with the rave scene.45 In the first 
quarter of FY 2003, MDMA sold for $7-$20/tablet.46 Powdered MDMA is available 
in the seacoast region and sells for $150/gram.47

 Other Drugs 
The diversion and abuse of pharmaceutical drugs, particularly OxyContin and 
methylphenidate hydrochloride (Ritalin), pose significant and increasing threats to 
New Hampshire. Vicodin and Percocet are also diverted and abused in the state. In 
2002, OxyContin sold for $0.50-$1/milligram and Ritalin sold for $3-$10/tablet.48

 According to 2000-2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 
approximately 33% of New Hampshire citizens ages 12 and older felt that smoking 
marijuana once a month posed a great risk.49 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Drug Use, by Age, New Hampshire, 2000-2001 Data 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Past month use of any illicit drug 14.00% 25.47% 4.58% 8.02% 
Past month use of marijuana 11.79 22.01 4.04 6.97 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marij. 6.31 9.50 1.98 3.32 
Past year cocaine use 1.92 6.20 1.12 1.80 
Great risk of smoking marijuana once a month 27.51 19.60 35.59 32.86 
 

 According to 2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 1.44% 
of New Hampshire citizens reported past year dependence on illicit drugs.50 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Dependence, New Hampshire, 2001 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Illicit drug dependence 2.84% 5.14% 0.69% 1.44% 
Illicit drug dependence or abuse 6.37 7.54 1.08 2.40 
Alcohol dependence 2.05 6.16 1.73 2.28 
Alcohol dependence or abuse 6.60 16.54 4.32 5.99 
Alcohol or illicit drug dependence or abuse 9.43 19.84 5.03 7.23 
 

 Between November 27 and December 15, 2001, more than 400 New Hampshire 
adults were interviewed for New Futures to determine resident attitudes concerning 
alcohol and other drugs. Results of the interviews include the following:51 
• 71% felt that drug and alcohol misuse in New Hampshire is a serious problem; 
• 77% view alcohol and other drug addiction as a chronic disease condition that is 

best handled by treatment programs rather than the criminal justice system (12%); 
• 82% personally know someone who has had an alcohol and/or drug problem. 
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Juveniles 
 During 2000, there were 595 juvenile arrests for drug abuse violations in New 

Hampshire.52 This number increased to 652 during 2001.53 During 2002, there were 
704 juvenile arrests for drug abuse violations in New Hampshire.54 

 
Number of Juvenile Arrests, Selected Offenses, New Hampshire, 2000-2002 
Offense Type 2000 2001 2002 
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter -- 0 0 
Forcible rape 12 17 12 
Robbery 30 17 17 
Aggravated assault 41 58 86 
Burglary 132 112 187 
Larceny-theft 662 673 757 
Motor vehicle theft 70 86 61 
Arson 17 15 26 
Drug abuse violations 595 652 704 
Driving under the influence 64 82 90 
Liquor laws 636 516 634 
Drunkenness 597 759          568 
 

 Approximately 33.5% of 9th graders, 34.3% of 10th graders, 30.2% of 11th graders, 
and 33.1% of 12th graders reported being offered, sold, or given an illegal drug on 
school property within the past year.55 

 Nearly 45% of New Hampshire high school students surveyed in 2001 reported using 
marijuana at least once during their lifetimes.56 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, by Gender, New Hampshire, 2001 
 Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use 42.4% 47.1% 44.6% 
Current marijuana use 25.4 31.6 28.4 
Lifetime cocaine use 10.3 11.4 10.9 
Current cocaine use 4.2 4.9 4.7 
Lifetime inhalant use 14.5 16.0 15.3 
Current inhalant use  4.3 6.7 5.6 
Lifetime heroin use 3.3 4.4 4.0 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 4.2 6.0 5.3 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 2.1 3.1 2.8 
Tried marijuana before age 13 9.8 14.4 12.1 
  

 More than half of 11th and 12th grade New Hampshire students reported using 
marijuana at least once in their lifetimes.57 
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Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, by Grade, New Hampshire, 2001 
 
Drug Type and Use 

9th  
Grade 

10th 
Grade 

11th 
Grade 

12th 
Grade 

Lifetime marijuana use 30.3% 44.7% 55.6% 58.5% 
Current marijuana use 19.4 28.5 36.2 35.0 
Lifetime cocaine use 8.8 10.3 12.4 14.6 
Current cocaine use 4.2 4.6 4.7 4.9 
Lifetime inhalant use 13.5 20.0 10.5 14.4 
Current inhalant use  4.5 8.6 2.7 4.1 
Lifetime heroin use 5.0 2.6 2.7 7.5 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 5.2 5.1 4.1 7.5 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 3.2 1.3 2.0 6.2 
Tried marijuana before age 13 12.4 10.5 12.2 14.8 
 
Enforcement 

 New Hampshire Drug Task Force (DTF)58 
The New Hampshire DTF was created in 1986 within the New Hampshire Attorney 
General’s Office to combat the increasing effects illicit drugs were having on the 
state. The DTF consists of investigators from the Attorney General’s Office as well as 
police officers from local, county, and State police departments. 

 As of October 31, 2002, there were 2,523 full-time law enforcement employees in 
New Hampshire (1,917 officers and 606 civilians).59 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Most of the illegal drugs transported in New Hampshire are abused within the state 
and are not transported to other locations.60 

 Dominican drug traffickers are the principal distributors of cocaine and heroin in the 
state.61 

 Mexican criminal groups transport most of the marijuana available in New 
Hampshire from Mexico and southwest border states using private and commercial 
vehicles, package delivery services, and couriers aboard commercial aircraft.62 

 Local Caucasian criminal groups and independent Caucasian dealers obtain MDMA 
from cities such as New York and Boston and transport the drug into New Hampshire 
using private vehicles.63 

 During full year 2003, the DEA and state and local authorities in New Hampshire 
reported 1 methamphetamine lab incident to the El Paso Intelligence Center.64 

 
Number of Methamphetamine Incidents/Seizures, New Hampshire, 2003 
Type of Seizure Number 
Chemical/glass/equipment 0 
Dumpsite 0 
Laboratory 1 
Total 1 
 

 During 2002, Federal agencies seized 12.1 kilograms of cocaine in New Hampshire.65 
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 In 2002, authorities eradicated and seized 1,055 cultivated marijuana plants in New 
Hampshire under the DEA Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program.66 

 
Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, New Hampshire, 2002 

Outdoor Operations 
                             Cultivated 
        Plots                Plants 
   Eradicated       Eradicated 

Indoor Operations 
 
      Grows                Plants 
      Seized            Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

45 876 8 179 1,055 
 

 The New Hampshire Drug Task Force seized 0.8 kilograms of heroin during 2002.67 
 
Drugs Seized by New Hampshire Drug Task Force, 2002 
Drug Amount Seized 
Heroin 0.8 kilograms 
Powdered cocaine 14.5 kilograms 
Marijuana 244 kilograms 
 

 From July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002, the New Hampshire Drug Task Force seized 16 
weapons, 1 vehicle and approximately $91,000 in U.S. currency.68 

 From 1996 to 2001, the DEA and state and local authorities in New Hampshire seized 
4 methamphetamine labs: 1 in 1998, 1 in 2000, and 2 in 2001.69 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts70 
As of November 2003, there were 5 drug courts in New Hampshire that were 
operating or being planned. Four drug courts were in existence for over 2 years and 1 
drug court was being planned. 

 During FY 2001, 46.7% of the Federally sentenced defendants in New Hampshire 
had committed drug offenses. Approximately 59% of the drug offenses involved 
crack cocaine.71 

 
Federally-Sentenced Drug Offenders, New Hampshire, FY 2001 
Drug Type Number Percent 
Crack cocaine 37 58.7% 
Marijuana 11 17.5 
Powder cocaine 9 14.3 
Methamphetamine 5 7.9 
Heroin 0 0.0 
Other 1 1.6 
 
Corrections 

 The New Hampshire Department of Corrections is made up of 4 State Prison 
Facilities: State Prison (NHSP) for Men (located in Concord); State Prison for 
Women (Goffstown); Northern New Hampshire Correctional Facility (Berlin); and 
the Lakes Region Facility (Laconia).72 
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 As of June 30, 2003, the New Hampshire Department of Corrections population was 
2,486. Approximately 8.29% of the inmates committed drug offenses.73  

 At the end of 2002, there were an estimated 3,702 adults on probation and 963 adults 
on parole in New Hampshire.74 

 The New Hampshire Department of Corrections Drug Testing Lab (DTL) conducts 
drug tests to find drugs of abuse and to detect possible attempts to adulterate/dilute 
urine samples. The DTL is the centralized lab for all criminal justice-related drug 
testing in the state. During FY 2002, DTL tested 10,783 subjects. Approximately 
19.2% of the subjects were positive.75 

 
Results of DTL Drug Tests, New Hampshire, FY 2002 
 
Facility 

Subjects  
Tested 

Positive  
Subjects 

% Positive 
Subjects 

NHSP-Men-Concord 2,072 156 7.5% 
Secure Psych. Unit 1 0 0.0 
Halfway Houses 674 20 3.0 
NHSP-Women 303 77 25.4 
Lakes Region  1,381 9 0.7 
Northern NH Corr. Facility 1,307 9 0.7 
Administration 228 15 6.6 
Div. of Youth Services 101 25 24.8 
County Jails 384 85 22.1 
Field Services 3,076 1,167 37.9 
Academies 481 176 36.6 
Other 693 283 40.8 
Total 10,783 2,075 19.2 
 

 Approximately 35% of the positive tests were positive for THC, 10% were positive 
for opiates, and 8% were positive for cocaine.76 

 
Consequences of Use 

 From October 1, 2002 to September 30, 2003, there were no New Hampshire 
methamphetamine laboratory sites reported to the El Paso Intelligence Center in 
which a child was present.77 

 
Characteristics of Methamphetamine Lab Incidents, New Hampshire, FY 2003 
 Number 
Sites with a child affected 1 
Sites with a child exposed to toxic chemicals 0 
Sites with a child injured 1 
Sites with a child killed 0 
Sites with a child present 0 
Sites with a child residing at the site 0 
Number of children placed in protective custody 0 
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 Heroin was a factor in nearly half of the drug-related deaths reported in the state 
during FY 2001. It was mentioned in 14 of the 31 drug deaths reported during the 
year.78  

 
Treatment 

 Results of New Futures 2001 interview concerning treatment in New Hampshire:79 
• 69% of those interviewed think treatment is somewhat successful and 4% think it 

is very successful; 
• 53% believe there are adequate treatment services available in the state; 
• 45% say there is a formal program for employees who have drug and/or alcohol 

problems at their place of employment; 
• 47% strongly favor and another 21% somewhat favor a tax increase on alcohol to 

pay for increased funding of alcohol and drug treatment programs. 
 During 2002, there were 4,721 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in New 

Hampshire.80 This is down from 5,427 treatment admissions in 2001.81 During 2000, 
there were 5,865 admissions to treatment in New Hampshire.82 

 
Admissions to Treatment, by Primary Drug of Abuse, New Hampshire, 2000-2002 
 
Drug Type 

2000 
#             % 

2001 
#              % 

2002 
#              % 

Alcohol only 2,098 35.8% 1,907 35.1% 1,594 33.8% 
Alc. w/ second. drug 1,600 27.3 1,351 24.9 1,088 23.0 
Cocaine – smoked 221 3.8 203 3.7 189 4.0 
Cocaine – other route 160 2.7 127 2.3 130 2.8 
Marijuana 954 16.3 966 17.8 786 16.6 
Heroin 427 7.3 501 9.2 530 11.2 
Other opiates 77 1.3 123 2.3 147 3.1 
PCP 4 0.1 2 0.0 -- 0.0 
Hallucinogens 20 0.3 20 0.4 33 0.7 
Amphetamines 18 0.3 18 0.3 76 1.6 
Other stimulants 39 0.7 25 0.5 10 0.2 
Tranquilizers 15 0.3 10 0.2 23 0.5 
Sedatives 5 0.1 5 0.1 7 0.1 
Inhalants 1 0.0 3 0.1 6 0.1 
Other/none specified 226 3.9 166 3.1 102 2.2 
Total 5,865 100.0 5,427 100.0 4,721 100.0 
 
 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
2 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, 2002 American Community Survey, New Hampshire: 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2002/ACS/Tabular/040/04000US331.htm
3 Ibid. 
4 New Hampshire Governor Web site: http://www.state.nh.us/governor/

ONDCP Clearinghouse 11

http://www.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2002/ACS/Tabular/040/04000US331.htm
http://www.state.nh.us/governor/


                                                                                                                                                                             
5 New Hampshire Department of Justice Web site: http://doj.nh.gov/
6 New Hampshire Secretary of State Web site: http://www.sos.nh.gov/index.html
7 U.S. Senate Web site New Hampshire Members: 
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?State=NH
8 U.S. House of Representatives Web site: http://clerk.house.gov/members/index.php
9 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
10 Office of National Drug Control Policy, New England High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Web site: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_ne.html
11 New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services, Governor’s Commission on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Prevention, Intervention, and Treatment Web site: 
http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/DHHS/COMMDRUGABUSE/default.htm
12 New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services, Partnership for a Drug-Free New 
Hampshire Web site: http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/DHHS/DADAPR/drug-free-nh.htm
13 New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services, Impaired Driving Intervention Services 
Web site: http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/DHHS/IDIPMOP/default.htm
14 New Futures Web site: http://www.new-futures.org/
15 Drug-Free Communities Support Program Web site, New Hampshire section: 
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/states/nh.html
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http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/03DrugCtAwd.pdfhttp://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/03DrugCtAw
d.pdf
28 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, FY 2003 COPS Methamphetamine Grant: 
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/mime/open.pdf?Item=951
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http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2002grants/map/nhstate.htm
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 
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