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Lincoln, Nebraska


The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  

Demographics 
¾	 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 226,0621 

¾	 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 89.7% white; 3.2% 
black/African American; 0.7% American Indian/Alaska Native; 3.3% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 1.6% other race; 1.4% two or more races; 
4.3% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

¾	 Lincoln is located in Lancaster County.3 

Politics 
¾	 Mayor: Coleen Seng4 

¾	 City Council (District): Patte Newman (1), Jon Camp (2), Jonathon Cook (3), Annette 
McRoy (4), Dan Marvin (at large), Ken Svoboda (at large), Robin Eschliman (at 
large)5 

¾	 Chief of Police: Thomas Casady6 

¾	 Lancaster County Sheriff: Terry Wagner7 

Crime and Drug-Related Crime 
¾	 During 2005, there were 4 homicides known to law enforcement in Lincoln.8 

Number of Index Offenses Reported, Lincoln, 2005 
Offense # of Offenses 
Murder/non-negl. manslaughter 4 
Rape 112 
Robbery 225 
Aggravated assault 1,023 
Burglary 1,893 
Larceny 10,388 
Motor vehicle theft 422 
Arson 20 

¾	 Preliminary data from 2005 indicate that the Lincoln Police Department made 184 
juvenile and 1,239 adult arrests for drug violations.9 

Number of Substance Abuse Related Arrests, Lincoln, 2005 
Offense Juvenile Adult 
Drugs 184 1,239 
DUI 40 1,455 
Liquor 226 2,283 
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¾	 During 2005, the Lincoln Police Department received 2,749 calls for service related 
to narcotics.10 

¾	 The Lincoln Police Department issued 1,193 misdemeanor citations for marijuana 
possession during 2005.11 

Drugs 
¾	 Methamphetamine 

Combating the impact methamphetamine has on the community is one of the primary 
concerns of the Lincoln Police Department.12 

Juveniles 
¾	 A 2005 survey of Lancaster County High School students showed that approximately 

7% had used methamphetamine during their lifetimes. In 2003, approximately 5% of 
Lancaster County students reported lifetime methamphetamine use.13 

Percent of Students Reporting Lifetime Drug Use, Lancaster County, 2003-2005 
Drug Type 2003 2005 
Marijuana 37.8% 34.8% 
Cocaine 5.2 8.9 
Inhalants 11.1 10.2 
Injected illegal drug 1.8 2.8 
Heroin 1.4 4.3 
Methamphetamine 4.6 6.7 
Steroids 2.1 3.7 

Enforcement 
¾	 Narcotics Unit14 

The Lincoln Police Department’s Narcotics Unit is an interagency task force 
composed of officers from the Lincoln Police Department, Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office and the University of Nebraska Police Department. Members of the 
unit conduct investigations into drug trafficking and other drug law violations.  
During 2005, this unit arrested 48 individuals on 67 Federal drug counts. 

¾	 As of October 31, 2005, there were 414 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Lincoln (315 officers and 99 civilians).15 

Trafficking and Seizures 
¾	 In 2005, there were 16 methamphetamine laboratory incidents in Lancaster County.16 

¾	 The Lincoln Narcotics Unit seized drugs with an estimated value of more than 
$350,000 during 2005. During 2004, the Narcotics Unit seized drugs with an 
estimated value of more than $450,000.17 

Drug Type 2004 2005 
Cases investigated 792 784 
Felons arrested 222 203 
Misdemeanor arrests 333 314 
Est. value of substances seized $456,790 $362,519 
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Estimated property seized $77,040 $39,634 
Estimated total value seized $533,831 $402,215 

Courts 
¾	 Drug Courts18 

As of November 22, 2006, there were 2 drug courts in Lincoln that had been 
operating for more than 2 years and 1 drug court that had recently been implemented. 
There were no additional drug courts in existence or being planned in Lincoln at that 
time. 

¾	 During 2005, there were 6 felony and 29 misdemeanor juvenile court referrals for 
drugs in Lancaster County.19 

Treatment 
¾	 Back on Track20 

Back on Track is an organization consisting of a group of citizens, treatment agencies 
and community leaders in Lancaster County, whose mission is to remove the barriers 
that prevent people from getting treatment for substance abuse. 

¾	 Lincoln’s Bryanlgh Medical Center has 50 substance abuse treatment beds.21 

Licensed Treatment Facilities, Lincoln, April 2007 
Facility Name # of Beds 
Antlers Center 8 
Bryanlgh Medical Center 50 
Center Pointe, Inc. 35 
Cornhusker Place of Lincoln-Lancaster County 68 
Houses of Hope 33 
St. Monica’s Adolescent Girls Service 15 
St Monica's Home & Adoles./Adult Outp. Services 20 
St. Monica’s Home Therapeutic Community 9 
St. Monica’s Home Project Mother 36 
Touchstone 23 
Women in Community Service Residence for Girls 4 

Sources 
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, 2005 American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/ 
2 Ibid. 
3 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov 
4 Lincoln Mayor’s Office Web site: http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/mayor/index.htm 
5 Lincoln City Council Web site: http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/index.htm 
6 Lincoln Police Department Web site: http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/police/index.htm 
7 Lancaster County Sheriff Web site: http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/cnty/sheriff/index.htm 
8 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
9 Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, Arrest Data Query, Lincoln, 2005: 
http://www.ncc.state.ne.us/statistics/data_search/arrest/arrest_crosstab.html
10 Lincoln Police Department, 2005 Annual Report: 
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/police/annual/05annual.pdf 
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11 Ibid. 

12 Ibid. 

13 Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, Youth Risk Behavior Survey (Public Health Comments 

2005): http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/health/data/epi/yrbs2005/YRBS2005.pdf

14 Lincoln Police Department, 2005 Annual Report: 

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/police/annual/05annual.pdf
15 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
16 Lincoln Police Department, 2005 Annual Report: 
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/police/annual/05annual.pdf
17 Ibid. 

18 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of

Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006: 

http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
19 Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, Juvenile Court Reporting Query: 
http://www.ncc.state.ne.us/statistics/data_search/jcr/jcrcrosstab.html
20 Back on Track Web site: http://www.backontrackne.com/index.asp 
21 Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Licensed Substance Abuse Treatment Facilities of 
Nebraska: http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/crl/SubAbuseRoster.pdf 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
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