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Bismarck, North Dakota 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 55,532 (2000 Census);1 56,344 (July 2003 Census estimate)2 
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 94.3% white; 0.3% black/African American; 3.3% 

American/Alaska Native; 0.4% Asian; 0.0% Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander; 
0.0% some other race; 0.8% two or more races; 0.7% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)3 

 The city of Bismarck is located in Burleigh County.4 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: John Warford5 
 City Commission: H. Bryce Hill; David Jensen; Connie Sprynczynatyk; Sandi Tabor6 
 Bismarck Chief of Police: Deborah Ness7 
 Burleigh County Sheriff: Steve Berg8 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)9 
Designated in 1996, the Midwest HIDTA includes sections of Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota. In North Dakota, this HIDTA 
is responsible for the following counties: Burleigh, Cass, Grand Forks, Morton, 
Ramsey, Richland, Walsh, and Ward. The North Dakota counties did not join the 
Midwest HIDTA until February 1999. 

 Meth on the Street10 
Produced by The Bismarck Tribune, Meth on the Street is an ongoing series of 
newspaper reports that highlight the growing prevalence of methamphetamine 
production, trafficking, and use in the Bismarck area.  
 

Federal Funding 
 Drug-Free Communities Support Program11 

No community coalitions in Bismarck have ever received funding through the 
Drug-Free Communities Support Program. 

 Community Capacity Development Office12 
There are no areas in Bismarck that have been recognized as Weed and Seed sites. 

 Bismarck did not receive any methamphetamine funding in 2003 from the 
Department of Justice’s Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS).13 

 FY 2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
Discretionary Funds received in Bismarck:14

• Center for Mental Health Services: $99,607 
• Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $0 
• Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $0 

 Bismarck did not receive any funding through the FY 2003 Office of Justice 
Programs Drug Court Grant Program.15 
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 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services grant 
amounts received in Bismarck:16 
• Community Based (discretionary): 0 awards 
• Counter-terrorism (discretionary): 2 awards valued at $18,183,000 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: 1 award valued at $35,000 
 formula: 4 awards valued at $2,086,760 

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: 7 awards valued at $2,162,631 
 formula: 9 awards valued at $3,182,146 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: 1 award valued at $115,181 
 formula: 1 award valued at $278,921 

• Victims: 
 discretionary: 1 award valued at $200,000 
 formula: 2 awards valued at $1,341,000 

 Bismarck did not receive funding from the Housing and Urban Development Drug 
Elimination Grants in 2001.17 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 The Bismarck Police Department reported 163 arrests for drug abuse violations in 
2001.18 This number increased to 198 drug arrests reported by the Bismarck Police 
Department in 2002.19 

 
Number of Arrests, Selected Offenses, Bismarck Police Department, 2001-2002 
Offense 2001 2001 
Murder/Non-negligent manslaughter 0 1 
Negligent manslaughter 0 0 
Forcible rape 2 5 
Robbery 3 9 
Aggravated assault 38 14 
Burglary 24 44 
Larceny/theft 439 537 
Motor vehicle theft 29 22 
Other assault 202 253 
Arson 13 6 
Drug abuse violations 163 198 
DUI 375 345 
Liquor law violations 465 501 
 

 The Burleigh Sheriff’s Office reported 67 drug arrests during 2001.20 This number 
increased to 92 drug arrests reported by the Burleigh Sheriff’s Office during 2002.21 

 Bismarck Police Department officials report an increasing number of thefts of over-
the-counter medications and chemicals that can be used to produce 
methamphetamine.22 
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Drugs 
 Heroin 

While there are indications of heroin availability in the Bismarck area, there were no 
heroin-related arrests or seizures in 2000.23

 Cocaine 
According to the Bismarck Police Department, cocaine abuse has decreased since 
1998.24  

 Club Drugs 
LSD abuse is increasing in the Bismarck area, particularly among college students 
and young adults. The drug is available in liquid form and on sugar cubes.25

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals 
OxyContin abuse is increasing in Bismarck and abusers are writing fraudulent 
prescriptions, altering prescriptions, and even posing as doctors to obtain the drug.26

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 2002, there were 110 law enforcement employees in Bismarck, 80 
officers and 27 civilians.27 

 Bismarck Police Department drug-related initiatives:28 
• Drug Education – This program is designed to help children and adults recognize 

illegal substances and equip them with the information they need to make good 
decisions regarding the temptation to use drugs. 

• Marijuana Education Program – This program educates youth of the legal 
consequences of marijuana and other drug use. 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Native American independent drug dealers distribute drugs to Caucasian abusers. 
They also distribute drugs on Indian reservations.29 

 Mexican criminal groups transport large quantities of marijuana in private vehicles 
from Denver to Bismarck.30 

 Mexican males transport an estimated 15 to 20 pounds of methamphetamine into the 
area every two weeks via private vehicles.31 

 The Sons of Silence outlaw motorcycle gang maintains a chapter in Bismarck. Sons 
of Silence is responsible for transporting methamphetamine and other drugs into the 
Bismarck area.32 

 According to the Metro Area Narcotics Task Force and the Bismarck Police 
Department, Caucasian local independent dealers are the primary distributors of 
Mexican-produced marijuana. Local marijuana producers distribute the drug in their 
production areas.33 

 From January to June 2002, there were 12 methamphetamine lab seizures in Burleigh 
County reported by the North Dakota Bureau of Criminal Investigation.34 
 

Courts 
 Drug Courts35 

As of May 2004, there was one drug court in Bismarck that had been operating for 
over 2 years and one that was recently implemented. No additional drug courts were 
being planned in Bismarck. 
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Consequences of Use  
 According to the Bismarck Police Department, the number of methamphetamine 

overdoses has increased in the area.36 
 
Treatment 

 Treatment admissions to publicly funded facilities were fewer for smoked cocaine 
(crack) than for cocaine admissions via other routes.37 
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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