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Charlotte, North Carolina 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2003 American Community Survey): 567,0131 
 Race/Ethnicity (2003 American Community Survey): 53.1% white; 31.5% 

black/African American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 4.0% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.1% other race; 7.7% two or more races; 
8.4% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 Charlotte is located in Mecklenburg County.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Patrick McCrory4 
 City Council (District): Patrick Cannon (Mayor Pro Tem); Patsy Kinsey (1); James 

Mitchell, Jr. (2); Warren Turner (3); Malcolm Graham (4); Nancy Carter (5); John 
Tabor (6); Don Lochman (7); Patrick Mumford (at-large); Susan Burgess (at-large); 
John Lassiter (at-large)5 

 Chief, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department: Darrel Stephens6 
 Mecklenburg County Sheriff: Jim Pendergraph7 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 Fighting Back8 
Established in 1991 as one of the original Fighting Back communities, Mecklenburg 
County’s Fighting Back program is a community-based initiative designed to fight 
substance abuse and other related community problems, including crime and 
violence. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 From January through June 2004, there were 30 homicides known to the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police Department.9 During full year 2003, there were 66 homicides.10 

 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Charlotte-Mecklenburg, 2000-June 2004 
 
Offense 

Full Year 
2000 

Full Year 
2001 

Full Year 
2002 

Full Year 
2003 

Jan.-June 
2004 

Homicide 75 66 67 66 30 
Rape 304 292 289 299 156 
Robbery 2,651 2,996 2,893 2,688 1,174 
Agg. assault  4,482 4,420 4,334 4,137 2,076 
Burglary 9,598 10,285 10,516 11,066 5,673 
Larceny 27,789 27,291 25,860 26,628 13,871 
Vehicle theft 4,561 4,406 4,638 6,840 2,992 
Arson 313 317 455 300 183 
Total index 49,773 50,073 49,052 52,024 26,155 
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 The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department made 3,351 drug arrests in 2003.11 

 
Number of Substance-Related Arrests, Charlotte-Mecklenburg, 2002-2003 
 
Type of Offense 

Adult 
   2002         2003 

Juvenile 
   2002         2003 

Total 
   2002         2003 

Drug violation 2,950 3,054 289 297 3,239 3,351 
Driving while impaired* 2,336 2,115 17 10 2,353 2,125 
Liquor violation 262 185 13 14 275 199 
* can include alcohol or illegal drugs 
 

 During 2003, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department issued 1,382 citations for 
simple possession of marijuana.12 

 
Number of Drug-Related Citations Issued, Charlotte-Mecklenburg, 2002-2003 
Type of Citation 2002 2003 
Simple possession of marijuana 1,205 1,382 
Drug paraphernalia 579 593 
 

 Data for 2003 indicate that 65.9% of adult male arrestees and 58.0% of adult female 
arrestees in Charlotte tested positive for at least one of the following drugs at arrest: 
cocaine, heroin, marijuana, methamphetamine, or PCP.13 

 
Percent of Adult Arrestees Testing Positive, Charlotte, 2003 
Drug Type Male Female 
Cocaine 35.2% 35.4% 
Heroin 2.0 4.0 
Methamphetamine 0.6 1.1 
Marijuana 46.9 35.0 
Any drug 65.9 58.0 
Multiple drugs 17.4 16.8 
 

 More than half of Charlotte’s adult male arrestees reported using marijuana in the 
past year. Among the male arrestees reporting past year marijuana use, the average 
number of days the drug was used in the past month was 10.7 days.14 

 
Past Drug Use, Adult Male Arrestees, Charlotte, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari- 
juana 

Meth- 
amphet. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 14.6% 5.8% 41.9% 0.4% 0.8% 
Past 30 days 15.4% 7.8% 46.9% 0.9% 1.0% 
Past year 18.3% 12.6% 54.4% 1.2% 2.0% 
Avg. # of days used in month 10.6 3.9 10.7 5.1 6.6 
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 Approximately 40% of Charlotte’s adult female arrestees reported using marijuana in 
the past year. Among the female arrestees reporting past year marijuana use, the 
average number of days the drug was used in the past month was 9.4 days.15 

 
Past Drug Use, Adult Female Arrestees, Charlotte, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari- 
juana 

Meth- 
amphet. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 17.6% 4.8% 29.7% 0.3% 1.3% 
Past 30 days 18.5% 8.0% 33.5% 1.0% 1.3% 
Past year 20.9% 12.7% 40.2% 2.5% 1.6% 
Avg. # of days used in month 11.8 5.2 9.4 2.0 14.7 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Law enforcement officers report that crack cocaine is abused in Charlotte and its 
wealthier suburbs.16

 Heroin 
Heroin is most commonly available in urban areas of the state, such as Charlotte.17

 Club Drugs 
There has been an increase in the use of LSD in the Charlotte area.18

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2003, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department consisted of 
1,966 full-time law enforcement employees (1,510 officers and 456 civilians).19 

 
Trafficking 

 Asian gangs are active in drug distribution in Charlotte. Law enforcement officials 
report that these gangs are becoming increasingly involved in retail sales of 
MDMA.20 

 The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department reports that African American crack 
cocaine dealers have begun dealing MDMA because of the drug’s high profit 
margin.21 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts22 
As of September 2, 2004, there were 3 drug courts that had been operating for more 
than 2 years and 3 drug courts that were recently implemented in Charlotte. There 
were no additional drug courts being planned. 

 Through April 2002, the Mecklenburg Family Drug Treatment Court (FDTC) had 
admitted 175 clients since opening in July 2000. Results of FDTC include the 
following:23 
• 62 clients have graduated successfully 
• more than $32,000 in client fees have been collected 
• more than 18,000 hours of treatment have been delivered 
• two drug-free babies have been born to drug-free mothers 
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 The Mecklenburg County Drug Treatment Court’s Residential Program has 
maintained a 56% retention rate and a 50% graduation status.24 

 
Corrections 

 On July 31, 2004, there were 404 drug offenders in North Carolina prisons who were 
convicted in Mecklenburg County.25 

 
Drug Offender Population, Mecklenburg County Convictions, July 31, 2004 
 Prison Probation Parole 
Drugs – trafficking 247 63 3 
Drugs – non-trafficking 157 1,653 6 
Total drug offenders 404 1,716 9 
 

 Jail-Central26 
Located in Charlotte, the Mecklenburg County Jail-Central is a pre-trial detention and 
intake center that opened in 1997. The capacity of Jail-Central is 1,904. 

 Jail-North27 
Mecklenburg County Jail-North, also located in Charlotte, opened in 1994. Jail-North 
is designed to house 614 sentenced inmates. 

 Treatment programs in Mecklenburg County jails:28 
• Jail-Central: Treatment is provided in a designated housing unit, is based on the 

12-step model, and lasts 28 days. Sentenced and pre-sentenced adult male inmates 
are eligible for treatment. During 2002, 400 inmates graduated from the treatment 
program. 

• Jail-North: An intensive treatment program is available to male and female 
inmates at Jail-North. Aftercare meetings are available to graduates of the 
treatment program. During 2002, 251 males and 83 females completed the 
treatment program. 

 Also found in Charlotte are a Jail-Annex and Work Release and Restitution Center.29 
 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2002, there were 17 deaths in Mecklenburg County from mental and 
behavioral disorders due to the use of psychoactive substances. Four Mecklenburg 
County deaths during 2002 were due to the use of cocaine.30 

 
Treatment 

 During 2003, 16.6% of adult male arrestees and 21.8% of adult female arrestees 
reported receiving outpatient substance abuse treatment at some point within their 
lives.31 

 
Adult Arrestees Reporting Substance Abuse Treatment, Charlotte, 2003 

Outpatient Inpatient  
Arrestees Ever Past Year Ever Past Year 
Male 16.6% 3.1% 22.9% 5.2% 
Female 21.8 4.8 26.7 5.7 
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 The Mecklenburg County Area Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities, and 
Substance Abuse Authority provides substance abuse treatment services for area 
citizens. Services available include the following:32 
• detoxification 
• 28-day rehabilitation 
• 14-day relapse 
• case management 
• gender-specific services 
• services for homeless individuals 

 Approximately 3.4% of Mecklenburg County residents surveyed in 2001 reported 
that they have received drug/alcohol treatment at some point in their lives.33 

 Approximately 15% of Mecklenburg County residents surveyed in 2001 reported that 
a close family member has received treatment for a substance abuse problem.34 

 From FY 2000-FY 2001, the North Carolina Division of Mental Health, 
Developmental Disabilities, and Substance Abuse Services served 178 juveniles and 
5,139 adults with substance abuse problems in Mecklenburg County.35 
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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