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Montana

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.

Demographics

> Population (2006 American Community Survey): 944,632*

> Race/ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 89.7% white; 0.5%
black/African American; 6.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.6% Asian; 0.1%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.9% other race; 2.0% two or more races;
2.2% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)?

Politics

Governor: Brian Schweitzer®

Lt. Governor: John Bohlinger*

Attorney General: Mike McGrath®

Secretary of State: Brad Johnson®

U.S. Senate: Jon Tester (D); Max Baucus (D)’

U.S. House of Representatives: Dennis Rehberg (R)®
Capital: Helena®
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Programs/Initiatives

> High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)™
Designated in 1996, the Rocky Mountain HIDTA is responsible for Cascade,
Flathead, Lewis and Clark, Missoula and Yellowstone counties in Montana, as well
as counties in Colorado, Utah and Wyoming.

> Meth Free Montana™
Meth Free Montana is involved in designing an effective campaign that will create a
permanent framework to address preventing the use and production of
methamphetamine.

» Montana Meth Project™
The goal of the Montana Meth Project is to significantly reduce the prevalence of
first-time methamphetamine use in Montana through public service messaging, public
policy and community outreach.

Crime and Drug-Related Crime
» During 2007, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported making 74
arrests for drug violations in Montana.™®

Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Montana, 2003-2007

2003 93
2004 88
2005 76
2006 59
2007 74
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> During 2007, there were 523 drug offense charges against juveniles in Montana.**

Number of Juvenile Offenses, Montana, 2006-2007
Offense | 2006 2007

Crimes against persons 1,391 1,250
Crimes against property 3,511 3,102
Drugs offenses 604 523
Offenses against public admin. 1,183 971
Offenses against public order 1,275 1,247
Other offenses 542 471
Status offenses 3,229 3,201
Total 11,735 10,765

> During 20086, there were 26 homicides known to police in Montana.™

Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Montana, 2006

 Offense Type B # of Offenses |

Murder/non-neglect manslaughter 26
Forcible rape 383
Robbery 208
Aggravated assault 2,175
Burglary 3,093
Larceny/theft 22,022
Motor vehicle theft 1,864

» There were 6,502 drug offenses report by police in Montana during 2006.
Methamphetamine accounted for approximately 16% of these drug incidents.*®

Percent of Drug Incidents, by Suspected Drug Type, Montana, 2006

Offense Type %
Marijuana 41%
Methamphetamine 16
Hallucinogens 1
Narcotics 20
Depressants 3
Cocaine 3
Other stimulants 2
Other drugs 8
Unknown 6
Drugs

» Cocaine

Cocaine is available in the larger communities of Montana, but not widely available
throughout the state. Billings, Great Falls and the Blackfeet Indian Reservation are
the primary locations for cocaine use.*’ There has been a resurgence in the popularity
of cocaine in recent years.®
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Heroin®

Heroin is not frequently encountered in Montana and the drug is typically only
encountered in Western Montana, primarily in the city of Missoula.

Marijuana®

Marijuana is readily available throughout Montana and is the most commonly abused
drug in the state. Potent “BC Bud” or “Kind Bud” from the Pacific Northwest and
Western Canada is increasing in popularity and availability.

Methamphetamine

Law enforcement officers across the state identify methamphetamine as the most
significant drug problem in Montana.?* Quantitative data and the experience of state
and local law enforcement agencies suggest that methamphetamine availability may
be shifting. Meth-related seizures, arrests and clandestine labs are declining.?

Club Drugs®

Club drugs, such as MDMA, are not widely available throughout the state but can be
found in larger communities and on college campuses. Abuse of other club drugs,
such as LSD, GHB and Ketamine appear to be limited to college communities.
Diverted Pharmaceuticals*

Following national trends, OxyContin® has become a pharmaceutical drug of abuse
in Montana. Quantities of OxyContin® are being illegally distributed in various areas
in the state. Dilaudid® and other opiate painkillers are also in demand on the illicit
market.

According to 2005-2006 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health
(NSDUH), approximately 84,000 (11%) of Montana citizens (ages 12 or older)
reported past month use of an illicit drug.?

Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Montana, 2005-2006 Data

Drug Type and Use Number* | Percent
Past month illicit drug use 84 10.65%
Past year marijuana use 112 14.10
Past month marijuana use 73 9.21
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 28 3.51
Past year cocaine use 20 2.53
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 43 5.40

* The number of users is in thousands

>

>

Approximately 253,000 (31.96%) Montana citizens reported that using marijuana
occasionally (once a month) was a “great risk”.?°

Additional 2005-2006 NSDUH results indicate that 25,000 (3.16%) Montana citizens
reported illicit drug dependence or abuse within the past year. Approximately 16,000
(2.08%) reported past year illicit drug dependence.?’

Juveniles

>

Approximately 39% of high school students surveyed in Montana in 2007 reported
using marijuana at least once in their lifetime.”®
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Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Montana, 2007

Drug Type and Use Female Male | Total
Lifetime marijuana use 38.3% 39.7% 39.1%
Past month marijuana use 19.3 22.7 21.0
Lifetime cocaine use 7.2 9.3 8.3
Past month cocaine use 2.4 3.4 2.9
Lifetime inhalant use 18.1 14.4 16.2
Lifetime heroin use 1.8 3.2 2.5
Lifetime methamphetamine use 4.7 4.5 4.6
Lifetime illegal use of steroids 2.0 3.6 2.8
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 1.6 2.3 2.0
Lifetime ecstasy use 5.2 6.8 6.0
Tried marijuana before age 13 7.8 10.9 9.5

> One out of every twenty (5%) Montana high school seniors surveyed in 2007 reported

using methamphetamine within their lifetime.?

Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Montana, 2007

Drug Type and Use 9th 10th 11th 12th
Lifetime marijuana use 26.4% 36.8% 45.8% 48.5%
Past month marijuana use 16.5 19.9 24.5 23.4
Lifetime cocaine use 55 6.6 9.9 11.4
Past month cocaine use 2.2 2.6 2.9 3.7
Lifetime inhalant use 16.9 17.6 17.2 12.4
Lifetime heroin use 2.1 2.3 2.8 2.6
Lifetime methamphetamine use 3.6 4.2 5.5 5.0
Lifetime illegal use of steroids 3.0 2.5 3.3 2.2
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 1.9 1.4 2.2 2.0
Lifetime ecstasy use 4.8 5.2 7.9 5.7
Tired marijuana before age 13 11.5 8.4 9.8 8.0

» According to a 2008 survey of youth in Montana, 3% of respondents had used
methamphetamine at least once in the past year.*

Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Methamphetamine Use, Montana, 2008

Drug Type and Use Female Male | Total
Past year meth use 2% 3% 3%
Past month meth use 1 1 1

» According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 13% of Montana 12-17 year

olds reported past month use of an illicit drug.®
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Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Drug Use, Montana, 2005-2006 Data

Drug Type and Use Number* | Percent
Past month illicit drug use 10 13.46%
Past year marijuana use 13 17.06
Past month marijuana use 8 10.56
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 5 5.91
Past year cocaine use 1 1.56
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 8 9.63

* The number of users is in thousands

Enforcement

> Narcotics Bureau®
The Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) Narcotics Bureau is a statewide drug
enforcement agency that initiates and conducts all types of dangerous drug
investigations throughout the state. In addition, the bureau provides investigative
assistance and resources to local, state and Federal drug enforcement agencies
operating in Montana and neighboring states.

> As of October 31, 2006, there were 2,753 full-time law enforcement employees in
Montana (1,679 officers and 1,074 civilians).*

Trafficking and Seizures

» Mexican poly-drug trafficking organizations are responsible for distributing most of
the methamphetamine, marijuana, cocaine and heroin in Montana. These
organizations have sources of supply in Colorado, the Southwest border, the Pacific
Northwest and Mexico.**

» The majority of methamphetamine in Montana is trafficked by Mexican national
groups. Additionally, numerous small-scale local laboratory operators produce
moderate quantities of methamphetamine for personal use or local distribution.*

» Traffickers of club drugs are typically white males, 18 to 25 years of age, with
sources of supply in the Seattle, Washington area.*®

» During 2007, the DEA and state and local authorities in Montana reported 7
methamphetamine laboratory incidents.*’

Methamphetamine Laboratory Incidents, Montana, 2003-2007

Year # of Laboratory Incidents
2003 56
2004 35
2005 25
2006 16
2007 7

> There were 333.1 kilograms of marijuana seized by Federal agencies in Montana
during 2007.%
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Amount of Federal Drug Seizures, Montana, 2007

Drug Type Amount Seized

Cocaine 0.6 kilograms
Heroin 0.0 kilograms
Methamphetamine 3.4 kilograms
Marijuana 333.1 kilograms
MDMA 2,567 dosage units

» During 2007, 342 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated in Montana under the
DEA's Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program.

Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated/Seized, Montana, 2007
Outdoor Operations Indoor Operations

Cultivated Total
Eradicated Plants Grows Plants Plants
Plots Eradicated Seized Eradicated Eradicated
0 0 4 342 342
Courts

> Drug Courts®
As of April 16, 2007, there were 20 drug courts in existence or being planned in
Montana. Eleven drug courts had been operating for at least two years, 4 had recently
been implemented and 5 were being planned at that time.

» During FY 2007, 28.1% of the Federally sentenced defendants in Montana had
committed a drug offense. More than two-thirds (68.9%) of these drug offenses
involved methamphetamine.*

Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Cases, Montana, FY 2007

' Drug Type Involved Offenses il % of Total
Powder cocaine 8 7.8%
Crack cocaine 6 5.8
Heroin 0 0.0
Marijuana 18 17.5
Methamphetamine 71 68.9

Corrections

» From FY 2000-2006, the most frequent offense for both male and female offenders in
Montana was drug possession.*?

> As of July 1, 2008, there were 1,434 male inmates in Montana State Prison.*?

Montana Department of Corrections, Daily Population Report, July 1, 2008

Facility # of Inmates
Montana State Prison 1,434
Montana Women’s Prison 202
Montana State Hospital 948
Treasure St. Correctional Training Center 50
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Pine Hills Youth Correctional Facility 74
Riverside Youth Correctional Facility 12
Youth Services Division/Great Falls 14

> As of December 31, 2006, there were 8,770 adults on probation and 844 adults on

parole in Montana.**

> There were 746 sentenced non-violent drug offenders entering Montana Department
of Corrections supervision during FY 2007. According to available records, 23%
(170) of these offenders were ordered to undergo chemical dependency (CD)

treatment.*®

Court-Ordered Drug Treatment/Evaluation, Non-Violent Drug Offenders, MT, FY 2007

Drug Type Involved Sentenced Offenders | % of Total
CD treatment 170 23%
Court ordered CD evaluation 300 40
Parole officer’s discretion 42 6
Unknown 234 31
Total 746 100

Consequences of Use

» During 2007, authorities reported that there were 2 children affected by

methamphetamine laboratories in Montana.*°

» During 2007, 26.4% of the parents of children in out-of-home foster care had lost

custody of their children due to methamphetamine-related abuse.*’

Meth-Related Out-of-Home Placements, Montana, 2005-2007

Year 1 Percent |
2005 53.0%
2006 32.6
2007 26.4

» During 2007, Montana police reported the presence of drugs alone (not with alcohol)
in 105 drivers that had been involved in crashes.*®

Alcohol/Drug Presence

All Crashes

#

%

Police Reported Alcohol/Drug Presence in Drivers, Montana, 2007
Fatal Crashes

#

%

Injury Crashes

#

%

Neither alcohol nor drugs | 29,840 | 90.67% 177 54.63% | 8,161 | 85.63%
Alcohol present 2,094 6.36 90 27.78 1,018 10.68
Drugs present 105 0.32 13 4.01 44 0.46
Alcohol and drugs present 97 0.29 10 3.09 49 0.51
Not reported 119 0.36 2 0.62 50 0.52
Unknown 646 1.99 32 9.88 209 2.19
Total 32,911 | 100.00 324 100.00 | 9,531 | 100.00
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Treatment

> During 2007, there were 7,937 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Montana.*
There were 7,788 such treatment admissions during 2006.>° In 2005, there were 8,157
admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in the state.™

Admissions to Treatment, Montana, 2005-2007

Drug Type

Alcohol only 2,403 | 29.5% | 1,988 | 25.5% | 1,780 | 22.4%
Alcohol with secondary drug | 2,041 25.0 2,457 31.5 3,045 38.4
Cocaine (smoked) 44 0.5 31 0.4 52 0.7
Cocaine (other route) 77 0.9 112 1.4 95 1.2
Marijuana 1,546 19.0 1,448 18.6 1,373 17.3
Heroin 64 0.8 79 1.0 91 1.1
Other opiates 402 4.9 482 6.2 636 8.0
PCP n/a n/a n/a n/a 3 0.0
Hallucinogens 13 0.2 14 0.2 19 0.2
Amphetamines 1,476 18.1 1,104 14.2 780 9.8
Other stimulants 1 0.0 4 0.1 2 0.0
Tranquilizers 17 0.2 19 0.2 23 0.3
Sedatives 37 0.5 26 0.3 10 0.1
Inhalants 13 0.2 4 0.1 8 0.1
Other unknown 23 0.3 20 0.3 20 0.3
Total 8,157 | 100.0 | 7,788 | 100.0 | 7,937 | 100.0

» According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 23,000 (2.86%) Montana
citizens reported needing but not receiving treatment for illicit drug use within the
past year.>

Sources

i U.S. Census Bureau Web site, American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
Ibid.

% Montana Governor Web site: http://governor.mt.gov/

* Montana Lt. Governor Web site: http://governor.mt.gov/Itgov/ltgovbio.asp

® Montana Attorney General Web site: http://doj.mt.gov/

® Montana Secretary of State Web site: http:/sos.mt.gov/

" U.S. Senate Web site: http://www.senate.gov

8 U.S. House of Representatives Web site: http://clerk.house.gov/

° Helena City Web site: http://www.ci.helena.mt.us/

19 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Web

site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/rockymountain.html

11 Meth-Free Montana Web site: http://www.methfreemt.org/

12 Montana Meth Project Web site: http://www.montanameth.org/

3 Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Montana State Factsheet:

http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/montana.html

14 Montana Board of Crime Control, Interactive Juvenile Historical Crime Data:

http://mbcc.mt.gov/juvenilequery/juv_get_inputs.aspx
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> Montana Board of Crime Control, Crime in Montana 2005-2006 Report:
Psttp://mbcc.mt.qov/Data/pubIications/2005-2006CIM.pdf
Ibid.
7 Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Montana State Factsheet:
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/montana.html
'8 Montana Department of Justice, Methamphetamine in Montana: A Follow-up Report on Trends and
Progress, April 2008: http://www.doj.mt.gov/news/releases2008/20080331report.pdf
9 Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Montana State Factsheet:
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/montana.html
2 Ipid.
2 |bid.
22 Montana Department of Justice, Methamphetamine in Montana: A Follow-up Report on Trends and
Progress, April 2008: http://www.doj.mt.gov/news/releases2008/20080331report.pdf
2 Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Montana State Factsheet:
QAttp://WWW.dea.qov/pubs/states/montana.htmI
Ibid.
% Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the
226005—2006 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2008: http://oas.samhsa.gov/statesList.cfm
Ibid.
7 Ibid.
%8 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System, Youth Online:
2Cgomprehensive Results: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/yrbss/
Ibid.
¥ Montana Meth Project, 2008 Montana Meth Use & Attitudes Survey, April 2008:
http://www.montanameth.org/documents/Montana%20Meth%202008%20Report.pdf
%! Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the
2005-2006 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2008: http://oas.samhsa.gov/statesL ist.cfm
¥ Montana Department of Justice, Narcotics Bureau Web site:
http://doj.mt.gov/enforcement/drugenforcement.asp
* Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2006, September 2007:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
% Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Montana State Factsheet:
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/montana.html
* Ibid.
% |bid.
¥ 1bid.
% bid.
% Bureau of Justice Statistics, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics Online:
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/
“ Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of
Drug Court Activity by State and County, April 16, 2007:
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
1 U.S. Sentencing Commission, FY 2007 Federal Sentencing Statistics, Montana:
http://www.ussc.gov/JUDPACK/2007/mt07.pdf
“2 Montana Department of Corrections, 2007 Biennial Report:
http://www.cor.state.mt.us/Resources/Reports/2007BiennialReport.pdf
3 Montana Department of Corrections, Daily Population Report, July 1, 2008:
http://www.cor.state.mt.us/resources/dailypopulation.asp
4 Bureau of Justice Statistics, Probation and Parole in the United States, 2006, December 2007:
http://ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/ppus06.pdf
> Montana Department of Corrections, Drug Offender Data Report, February 2008:
http://www.cor.state.mt.us/Issues/DrugOffenderDataReport.pdf
“6 El Paso Intelligence Center, National Clandestine Laboratory Seizure System, Children Involved
Summary, 2007
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" Montana Department of Justice, Methamphetamine in Montana: A Follow-up Report on Trends and
Progress, April 2008: http://www.doj.mt.gov/news/releases2008/20080331report.pdf

“8 Montana Department of Justice, Montana Highway Patrol Annual Report 2007, March 2008:
http://www.doj.mt.gov/enforcement/highwaypatrol/forms/annualreport2007.pdf

49 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Treatment Data, Montana, 2007:
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/MT07.htm

% Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Treatment Data, Montana, 2006:
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/MT06.htm

%1 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Treatment Data, Montana, 2005:
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/MT05.htm

%2 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the
2005-2006 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2008: http://oas.samhsa.gov/statesL ist.cfm
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug
issues, please contact:

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
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