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St. Louis, Missouri  
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics1

 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 333,730 
 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 44.3% white; 50.6% 

black/African American; 0.5% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.2% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 1.0% other race; 1.4% two or more races; 
2.5% Hispanic/Latino (of any race) 

 
Politics 

 Mayor: Francis G. Slay2 
 Board of Alderman (Wards 1-28, respectively): James F. Shrewsbury (President); 

Charles Quincy Troupe; Dionne Flowers; Freeman M. Bosley, Sr.; O.L. Shelton; 
April Ford-Griffin; Lewis E. Reed; Phyllis Young; Stephen Conway; Kenneth 
Ortmann; Joseph Vollmer; Matt Villa; Fred Heitert; Alfred Wessels, Jr.; Stephen 
Gregali; Jennifer Florida; Donna Baringer; Joseph D. Roddy; Terry Kennedy; 
Michael McMillan; Craig Schmid; Bennice Jones King; Jeffrey Boyd; Kathleen 
Hanrahan; William Waterhouse; Dorothy Kirner; Frank Williamson; Gregory Carter; 
Lyda Krewson3 

 St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department Chief: Colonel Joseph Mokwa4 
 City of St. Louis Sheriff: James W. Murphy5 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)6 
Designated in 1996, the Midwest HIDTA is responsible for areas of Iowa, Kansas, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Missouri, including St. Louis.

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 From January through November, 2006, there were 118 murders known to police in 
St. Louis.7  During full year 2005, there were 131 murders known to police.8  

 
Number of Index Offenses Know to Police, St. Louis, 2005-Nov. 2006 
Offense Type 2005 Jan.-Nov. 2006 
Murder  131 118 
Forcible rape 276 314 
Robbery 2,965 2,860 
Aggravated assault 4,949 4,680 
Burglary 7,213 7,850 
Larceny-theft 22,857 22,032 
Motor vehicle theft 8,146 7,965 
Arson 490 384 
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 There were 1,920 adult arrests for possession of opium/cocaine/or their derivatives in 
St. Louis during 2005.9 

 
Number of Drug Arrests, St. Louis, 2005 
Offense    Juvenile            Adult 
Possession – opium/cocaine/derivatives 0 1,920 
Possession – marijuana  21 314 
Possession – synthetic narcotics 0 2 
Possession – other dang. non-narcotic 325 1,461 
Sale/manuf – opium/cocaine/derivatives 2 60 
Sale/manuf. – marijuana  0 8 
Sale/manuf. – synthetic narcotics 0 0 
Sale/manuf. – other dang. non-narcotic 8 419 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Sources continue to report high quality, wide availability, and low prices for cocaine 
in St. Louis. Powder cocaine sells for $100-$125 per gram and averages 70% in 
purity in St. Louis. Crack prices are $100-$250 per gram and $20 per rock.  Most 
cocaine users smoke crack cocaine, although some use powder cocaine.10

 Heroin 
The evolving heroin situation in the St. Louis area, particularly the growing 
availability of higher-purity white heroin, has become a significant concern to drug 
law enforcement. Although Mexican black-tar heroin continues to be the most readily 
available type of heroin found in St. Louis, higher-purity white heroin is being 
encountered with increasing frequency.11  The wholesale price of heroin remains at 
$250–$600 per gram. On street corners, heroin sells for $250 per gram.12

 Marijuana 
Marijuana is viewed by young adults as acceptable to use in the St. Louis area and is 
often combined with alcohol.  In focus groups with African American adults from 
various social groups, more than one-half identified regular use of marijuana but did 
not identify this use as problematic. Marijuana is available from Mexico or domestic 
indoor growing operations.13

 Methamphetamine 
Methamphetamine use is a major concern for both law enforcement and the 
legislature. Although, recent legislation to reduce access to pseudoephedrine-based 
cold medications has been credited with reducing clandestine lab activity, access to 
methamphetamine from Mexico and the Southwest is considered to be a major 
component of the methamphetamine problem in St. Louis.  Users tend to be white and 
the use of methamphetamine and its derivatives has become more widespread among 
high school and college students.  Methamphetamine is sold for $700–$1,300 per 
ounce in St. Louis and for as little as $100–$120 per gram in some areas.14

 Club Drugs 
Club drug abuse continues to be sparse and appears to be decreasing, although LSD 
has appeared in local high schools. LSD sells for $5-$7 per 35-microgram dose. PCP 
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is available in St. Louis in limited quantities and is most often used as a dip on 
marijuana joints. Most PCP users in the inner city are African American.15

 Other Drugs 
Recent anecdotal evidence suggests that St. Louis may be one of several cities 
affected by the availability of heroin/fentanyl combinations.  This problem is being 
monitored closely by prevention, treatment and law enforcement professionals.16

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 2005, there were 1,909 full-time law enforcement employees in St. 
Louis (1,320 officers and 589 civilians).17 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Imported methamphetamine, produced by Hispanic organizations in Mexico or the 
southwestern United States, is brought into the Missouri by Mexican couriers and 
distributed in St. Louis.  Furthermore, law enforcement in St. Louis continues to 
report the increasing presence of higher-purity crystalline “ice” methamphetamine in 
the area supplied from large scale laboratories based outside the state.18 

 The distribution of cocaine and heroin in St. Louis is primarily conducted by African 
Americans.19 

 In St. Louis, small distribution networks sell heroin. Most transactions involving 
heroin are handled by cellular phone which has decreased the seller’s need to have a 
regular location. Runners continue to be used as “middlemen” between users and 
sellers to deliver small quantities of the drug.20  

 Most of the available methamphetamine in the St. Louis area is produced in Mexico 
and transported by Hispanic traffickers. Lower purity methamphetamine is obtained 
through these sources.21 

 According to the Missouri State Highway Patrol, there were 6 methamphetamine 
laboratory incidents reported to the Clandestine Laboratory Seizure System during 
2005 in St. Louis. This includes laboratories, chemical/equipment/glassware seizures 
and dumpsites.22 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts23 
As of November 2006, there were 3 drug courts in St. Louis that had been in 
existence for more than 2 years. There were no additional drug courts in existence or 
being planned in St. Louis at that time. 

 St. Louis Circuit Attorney's Office: Drug Court Program24 
The mission of the Drug Court program is to make the St. Louis community safer by 
helping and requiring defendants to overcome drug/alcohol abuse and to become 
productive citizens. 
 

Corrections 
 In St. Louis during FY 2005, there were 926 prison admissions related to drugs.25  
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Prison and Probation Admissions, St. Louis, FY 2004-2005 
Admissions FY 2004 FY 2005 
Drug prison admissions 772 926 
DWI prison admissions 2 2 
Total prison admissions 1,770 2,074 
Drug probation/parole opening 1,972 2,157 
DWI probation/parole opening 5 2 
Total probation/parole opening 3,808 4,174 
 
Consequences of Use 

 Of the 6,672 persons living with HIV in St. Louis identified through June 2004, 5% 
were injection drug users (IDUs) and 5% were men who have sex with men and are 
also IDUs.26 

 Of the 434 out-of-home placements referred to juvenile court in St. Louis during 
2004, 98 were related to parental drug use and an additional 15 were related to 
parental drug and alcohol use.27 

 During 2004, there were 69 drug-related deaths and 5,724 total drug related 
emergency room visits in St. Louis.28 

 There were 18 drug involved crashes in St. Louis during 2004.29 
 
Treatment 

 During FY 2005, there were 1,855 substance abuse treatment admissions in St. Louis 
where cocaine was the primary drug problem.30   

 
Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions, St. Louis, FY 2004-2005 
Primary Drug Problem FY 2004 FY 2005 
Alcohol 1,068 1,114 
Marijuana/hashish 1,120 1,347 
Cocaine (total) 1,855 1,855 
    Crack cocaine 1,682 1,723 
Stimulant (total) 53 77 
    Methamphetamine 44 65 
Heroin 560 696 
Analgesic non-heroin (total) 28 29 
    Non-presc. methadone 3 2 
PCP/LSD/other halluc. 38 13 
Tranquilizer 2 4 
Inhalant 2 1 
Sedative 3 1 
Other 6 0 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Web site, 2005 American Community Survey Data Profile: 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
2 St. Louis Mayor Web site: http://stlouis.missouri.org/citygov/mayor/
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2003/ACS/Tabular/160/16000US29650001.htm
http://stlouis.missouri.org/citygov/mayor/


                                                                                                                                                                             
3 St. Louis Board of Alderman Web site: http://stlcin.missouri.org/alderman/
4 St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department Web site: http://64.218.68.50/slmpdweb/index/index.htm
5 St. Louis Sheriff’s Department Web site: http://stlouis.missouri.org/citygov/sheriff/
6 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Midwest High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/midwest.html
7 St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department, Crime Summary by Neighborhood, 2006: Data for January 
through November: http://64.218.68.50/slmpdweb/crimestats/CRM0005-C_20061101.pdf
8 St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department, Crime Summary by Neighborhood, 2005: 
http://64.218.68.50/slmpdweb/CRM0005-C_20051201.pdf
9 Missouri State Highway Patrol, Uniform Crime Reporting Program Statistical Query: 
http://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/SAC/Stats/UCRPublicQuery.html
10 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume II: Proceedings of the 
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
11 Drug Enforcement Administration, Missouri State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/missouri.html
12 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume II: Proceedings of the 
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Ibid. 
16 Ibid. 
17 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
18 Drug Enforcement Administration, Missouri State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/missouri.html
19 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume II: Proceedings of the 
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Missouri State Highway Patrol, Missouri Statewide Methamphetamine Laboratory Incident Totals, 2005, 
March 2006:  
http://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Publications/Reports/2005StatewideLabIncidents.pdf
23 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006:  
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
24 St. Louis Circuit Attorney's Office: Drug Court Diversion/Prosecution Web site: 
http://stlcin.missouri.org/circuitattorney/drugcourt.cfm
25 Missouri Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Status Report on Missouri's Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Problems Twelfth Edition, April 2006: 
http://www.dmh.missouri.gov/ada/rpts/Status%2006/Status%2006%20Full%20Report.pdf
26 Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse, Volume II: Proceedings of the 
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2006: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_606.pdf
27 Missouri Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Status Report on Missouri's Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Problems Twelfth Edition, April 2006: 
http://www.dmh.missouri.gov/ada/rpts/Status%2006/Status%2006%20Full%20Report.pdf
28 Ibid. 
29 Ibid. 
30 Ibid. 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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