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Missouri 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 5,842,7131 
 Race/ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 84.0% white; 11.3% 

black/African American; 0.4% American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.5% Asian; 0.1% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 1.1% other race; 1.8% two or more races; 
2.8% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Matt Blunt3 
 Lieutenant Governor: Peter Kinder4 
 Attorney General: Jeremiah W. (Jay) Nixon5 
 Secretary of State: Robin Carnahan6 
 U.S. Senate Members: Christopher Bond (R); Claire McCaskill (R)7 
 U.S. House of Representatives: Wm. Lacy Clay (D); W. Todd Akin (R); Russ 

Carnahan (D); Ike Skelton (D); Emanuel Cleaver (D); Sam Graves (R); Roy Blunt 
(R); Jo Ann Emerson (R); Kenny C. Hulshof (R)8 

 Capital: Jefferson City9 
 
Programs and Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)10 
Designated in 1996, the Midwest HIDTA is responsible for Boone, Cape Girardeau, 
Cole, Christian, Clay, Franklin, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lawrence, Ray, Scott, 
St. Charles, Greene, Benton, Buchanan, Jasper, Texas, Platte, Marion and St. Louis 
counties in Missouri, as well as counties in Kansas, Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, South 
Dakota and North Dakota. 

 NoMeth.Org 
This Web site provides a variety of information and resources concerning meth, 
including the effects of meth use, the dangers associated with meth laboratories, data 
on meth in Missouri and access to meth-related public service announcements. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2007, there were 20,853 arrests in Missouri for marijuana possession. During 
2006, there were 22,608 such arrests.11 

 
Number of Drug Arrests, Missouri, 2006-2007 
Offense Type 2006 2007 
Possession of opium or cocaine and their derivatives 3,887 2,777 
Possession of other dangerous non-narcotic drugs 11,173 9,327 
Possession of synthetic narcotics 2,018 1,720 
Possession of marijuana 22,608 20,853 
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Sale/manufacturing of opium/cocaine and derivatives 899 676 
Sale/manufacturing of other dangerous non-narcotic drugs 2,521 2,179 
Sale/manufacturing of synthetic narcotics 935 802 
Sale/manufacturing of marijuana 1,772 1,817 
 

 During 2006, the Missouri State Highway Patrol made 343 arrests for driving while 
intoxicated by drugs.12 

 
Number of Alcohol/Drug-Related Driving Violation Arrests, Missouri, 2006 
Offense 2006 
DWI (alcohol) – prior/persistent offender 1,925 
DWI (alcohol) – other* 6,910 
DWI (drugs) 343 
Assault 2nd Degree – vehicular injury 369 
DWI (alcohol) - chronic/aggravated offender 575 
Other alcohol/drug-related violations 434 
Total 10,556 
* does not meet the criteria for prior or persistent offender 
 

 During 2007, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) made 609 arrests for drug 
violations in Missouri.13 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Missouri, 2003-2007 
Year Arrests 
2003 721 
2004 870 
2005 630 
2006 563 
2007 609 
 

 During 2007, there were 321 homicide arrests in Missouri. During 2006, there were 
352 such arrests reported by Missouri police.14 

 
Number of Crime Index Arrests Reported by Police, Missouri, 2006-2007 
Offense Type 2006 2007 
Murder/nonnegligent manslaughter 352 321 
Forcible rape 754 563 
Robbery 2,479 2,284 
Aggravated assault 12,554 10,248 
Burglary 7,286 6,886 
Larceny theft 30,841 32,231 
Motor vehicle theft 4,262 3,784 
Arson 469 356 
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Drugs 
 Cocaine15 

Cocaine and crack cocaine remain readily available throughout the St. Louis and 
Kansas City Metropolitan areas. There have been sporadic reports of a shortage of 
cocaine in Missouri, although there is no indication of a sustained shortage. 

 Heroin16 
The emergence of the white heroin is believed to have led to an expansion of the 
heroin markets to more suburban and rural areas of eastern Missouri. White heroin 
purity varies from levels as low as 10-15%, to samples which have been tested at 
above 40% in purity. The availability of heroin in western Missouri remains very 
limited and the market continues to be dominated by Mexican black tar and powdered 
heroin. 

 Marijuana17 
Marijuana is readily available throughout the state of Missouri. Indoor marijuana 
operations continue to be found in the St. Louis and Kansas City areas, while outdoor 
grow operations are typically found in the rural parts of the state. The availability of 
higher purity “BC Bud” marijuana from Canada and the northwest United States has 
been increasing. 

 Methamphetamine18 
Methamphetamine continues to be identified as a significant problem in rural 
communities within the state. 

 Club Drugs19 
Club drugs such as MDMA and GHB are widely available in all types of dance clubs 
in the major cities, and around college campuses throughout Missouri. MDMA also 
continues to be available in all regions of Missouri. 

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals20 
Current investigations indicate that diversion of hydrocodone and oxycodone 
products continue to be a problem in Missouri.  

 According to 2005-2006 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), approximately 385,000 (8%) of Missouri citizens (ages 12 or older) 
reported past month use of an illicit drug.21 

 
Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Missouri, 2005-2006 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 385 8.00% 
Past year marijuana use 483 10.05 
Past month marijuana use 261 5.42 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 181 3.76 
Past year cocaine use 106 2.21 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 248 5.16 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 

 Approximately 1.9 million (40.04%) Missouri citizens reported that using marijuana 
occasionally (once a month) was a “great risk”.22 
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 Additional 2005-2006 NSDUH results indicate that 130,000 (2.71%) Missouri 
citizens reported illicit drug dependence or abuse within the past year. Approximately 
81,000 (1.68%) reported past year illicit drug dependence.23 

 
Juveniles  

 Approximately 35% of Missouri high school students surveyed in 2005 reported 
using marijuana during their lifetime.24 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Missouri, 2005 
Drug Type and Use Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use 34.4% 35.5% 35.0% 
Current marijuana use 16.2 19.8 18.1 
Lifetime cocaine use 7.3 7.5 7.4 
Current cocaine use 2.6 3.5 3.0 
Lifetime inhalant use 13.3 11.1 12.2 
Lifetime heroin use 2.3 3.1 2.7 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 6.5 6.3 6.4 
Lifetime ecstasy use 5.7 6.6 6.1 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 2.9 4.1 3.5 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.6 3.1 2.3 
Tried marijuana before age 13  6.5 11.1 8.8 
 

 Approximately 45% of Missouri 12th graders surveyed in 2005 reported using 
marijuana at least once during their lifetime.25 

 
Percent of High School Students Using Drugs, by Grade, Missouri, 2005 
Drug Type and Use 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use  22.8% 34.2% 41.0% 45.0% 
Current marijuana use  11.7 22.2 23.2 15.5 
Lifetime cocaine use 3.1 7.2 8.8 11.1 
Current cocaine use 1.6 2.9 3.8 3.6 
Lifetime inhalant use 12.5 13.1 10.8 11.3 
Lifetime heroin use  2.1 2.0 3.0 3.2 
Lifetime methamphetamine use  2.9 4.9 8.4 9.7 
Lifetime ecstasy use 3.8 5.2 7.3 8.5 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 2.4 4.1 3.6 3.8 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.7 1.4 2.9 2.7 
Tried marijuana before age 13 11.4 8.5 9.5 5.2 
 

 According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 10% of Missouri 12-17 year 
olds reported past month use of an illicit drug.26 
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Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Drug Use, Missouri, 2005-2006 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 49 9.96% 
Past year marijuana use 64 13.00 
Past month marijuana use 32 6.45 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 26 5.23 
Past year cocaine use 8 1.72 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 35 7.16 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2006, there were 19,378 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Missouri (13,584 officers and 5,794 civilians).27 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Mexican poly-drug trafficking organizations control the majority of the 
methamphetamine, cocaine, marijuana and heroin distribution in Missouri.28 

 Various organizations with ties to Texas, Arizona and California continue to traffic 
methamphetamine, cocaine and heroin into Missouri.29 

 According to the Missouri State Highway Patrol, there were 1,285 methamphetamine 
laboratory incidents reported to the Clandestine Laboratory Seizure System during 
2007. This data includes laboratories, chemical/equipment/glassware seizures and 
dumpsites.30 During 2006, there were 1,284 such incidents reported in the state.31 

 More than 1,500 kilograms of marijuana were seized by Federal agencies in Missouri 
during 2007.32 

 
Amount of Federal Drug Seizures, Missouri, 2007 
Drug Type Amount Seized 
Cocaine 262.8 kilograms 
Heroin 29.8 kilograms/970 dosage units 
Methamphetamine 40.0 kilograms/493 dosage units 
Marijuana 1,527 kilograms 
MDMA 9,589 dosage units 
 

 During 2006, more than 20,000 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated in 
Missouri under the DEA’s Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program.33 

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Missouri, 2006 

Outdoor Operations Indoor Operations
 

Eradicated 
Plots 

Cultivated 
Plants 

Eradicated 

 
 
Grows Seized 

 
Plants 

Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

228 19,140 55 2,004 21,144 
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Courts 
 Drug Courts34 

As of April 16, 2007, there were 124 drug courts in existence or being planned in 
Missouri. Eighty-five drug courts had been operating for at least two years, 12 had 
recently been implemented and an additional 27 were being planned at that time. 

 During FY 2006, 43.5% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in Missouri had 
committed a drug offense. Approximately 43% of these drug offenses involved 
methamphetamine.35 

 
Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Cases, Missouri, FY 2006 
Drug Type Involved Offenses % of Total 
Powder cocaine  108 13.3% 
Crack cocaine  209 25.8 
Heroin 40 4.9 
Marijuana 70 8.7 
Methamphetamine 349 43.1 
Other 33 4.1 
 
Corrections 

 As of April 2008, the total Missouri Department of Corrections offender population 
was 104,362. Among those incarcerated in Missouri prisons, 5,906 had committed 
drug offenses.36 

 
Instate Offenders Sentenced to Prison, Probation or Parole, Missouri, April, 2008 
Offense Type Prison Probation Parole 
Violent 15,688 7,485 3,649 
Property 6,507 14,948 5,275 
Drug 5,906 19,300 6,095 
DWI 1,107 3,557 803 
Other  1,365 6,413 1,150 
 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2007, authorities reported that there were 2 children injured and an additional 
87 children affected by methamphetamine laboratories in Missouri.37 

 During 2006, there were 400 fatal motor vehicle crashes in Missouri in which the 
driver was speeding. Approximately 1.3% (5) of these crashes were drug-related.38 

 
Driver Intoxication in Speeding Crashes, by Crash Severity, Missouri, 2006 
 
Driver Intoxication 

 
Fatal 

Personal 
Injury 

Property 
Damage 

 
Total 

Drinking 107 1,207 976 2,290 
Using drugs 5 61 48 114 
Drinking and using drugs 12 65 57 134 
No drug/alc. or use unknown 276 8,046 16,031 24,353 
Total 400 9,379 17,112 26,891 
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 During 2005, there were 41,735 drug-related hospitalizations in Missouri.39 
 
Number of Drug-Related Hospitalizations, Missouri, 2005 
Type of Hospitalization 2005 
Direct hospitalizations 12,838 
Emergency Room hospitalizations 14,576 
Emergency Room outpatient 14,321 
Total drug-related hospitalizations 41,735 
 

 During 2005, there were 674 reported drug-related deaths in Missouri.40 
 There were 115 newborns affected by cocaine in Missouri during 2005.41 

 
Number of Newborns Affected by Alcohol/Drugs, Missouri, 2005 
Type of Hospitalization 2005 
Newborn affected by alcohol 9 
Newborn affected by cocaine 115 
Newborn affected by narcotics 42 
Newborn affected by PCP/hallucinogens 42 
Newborn affected by other drugs 36 
Newborn drug withdrawal syndrome 65 
 
Treatment 

 During 2006, there were 45,383 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Missouri.42 
There were 43,649 such treatment admissions during 2005.43 In 2004, there were 
39,466 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in the state.44 

 
Admissions to Treatment, Missouri, 2004-2006 
 2004 2005 2006
Drug Type # % # % # % 
Alcohol only 7,677 19.5% 8,490 19.5% 9,642 21.2% 
Alcohol with secondary drug 5,430 13.8 5,112 11.7 6,566 12.3 
Cocaine (smoked) 6,658 16.9 7,026 16.1 6,957 15.3 
Cocaine (other route) 944 2.4 1,092 2.5 1,317 2.9 
Marijuana 10,584 26.8 11,886 27.2 12,575 27.7 
Heroin 1,582 4.0 2,003 4.6 1,999 4.4 
Other opiates 900 2.3 1,158 2.7 1,264 2.8 
PCP 217 0.5 169 0.4 171 0.4 
Hallucinogens 23 0.1 39 0.1 33 0.1 
Amphetamines 4,914 12.5 6,154 14.1 5,295 11.7 
Other stimulants 22 0.1 10 0.0 22 0.0 
Tranquilizers 249 0.6 262 0.6 293 0.6 
Sedatives 67 0.2 85 0.2 88 0.2 
Inhalants 61 0.2 47 0.1 64 0.1 
Other unknown 138 0.3 116 0.3 97 0.2 
Total 39,466 100.0 43,649 100.0 45,383 100.0 
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 According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 118,000 (2.45%) Missouri 
citizens reported needing but not receiving treatment for illicit drug use within the 
past year.45  
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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