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Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 350,2601 
 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 652.% white; 16.6% African 

American/black; 1.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 5.8% Asian; 0.1% Native 
Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 8.0% other race; 3.0% two or more races; 10.6% 
Hispanic or Latino (of any race)2  

 Minneapolis is located in Hennepin County.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: R.T. Rybak4 
 City Council Members (Wards): Paul Ostrow (1); Cam Gordon (2); Diane Hofstede 

(3); Barbara Johnson (4); Don Samuels (5); Robert Lilligren (6); Lisa Goodman (7); 
Elizabeth Glidden (8); Gary Schiff (9); Ralph Remington (10); Scott Benson (11); 
Sandy Colvin Roy (12); Betsy Hodges (13)5 

 Chief of Police: Timothy Dolan (Interim Chief of Police)6 
 Hennepin County Sheriff: Patrick D. McGowan7 

 
Programs 

 Community Prevention Coalition (CPC) of Hennepin County 8 
Founded in 1990, CPC of Hennepin County promotes healthy communities by 
preventing the abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and illicit drugs. CPC partners include 
youth-serving organizations, police departments, local businesses, policy-makers, 
school officials, and other concerned citizens. 

 FBI Minneapolis Community Outreach Program (COP)9 
The mission of the Minneapolis FBI COP is to provide a comprehensive program that 
deals with multiple interrelated problems, including crime, drugs, gangs, and 
violence. The Minneapolis COP also serves to establish a network of resources 
throughout the community, disseminate prevention materials, facilitate prevention 
programs, speeches, and other activities.  

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 From January through November 2006, there were 55 homicides known to the 
Minneapolis Police Department.  During full year 2005, there were 48 homicides 
known to police10  

 
Number of Offenses Known to Police, Select Offenses, Minneapolis, 2005-Nov. 2006 
Offense Type Full Year 2005 Jan.-Nov. 2006 
Homicide 48 55 
Rape 429 438 
Robbery 2,623 2,821 
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Aggravated assault 2,471 2,674 
Burglary 5,551 5,347 
Larceny 13,031 12,212 
Motor vehicle theft 3,943 3,396 
Arson 222 231 
 

 During 2005, there were 2,499 adult, male arrests for drug offenses and 381 adult, 
female arrests for drug possession in Minneapolis.11 

 
Number of Adult Drug Arrests, by Gender, Minneapolis, 2005 
Type of Drug Offense Female Male 
Sale/manufacturing 34 182 
   Opium/cocaine/derivatives 26 143 
   Marijuana 8 38 
   Synthetic/manufactured narcotics - - 
   Other dangerous non-narcotic drugs 0 1 
Possession 347 2,317 
   Opium/cocaine/derivatives 189 1,100 
   Marijuana 73 742 
   Synthetic/manufactured narcotics 11 55 
   Other dangerous non-narcotic drugs 74 420 
Total drug arrests 381 2,499 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
According to recent National Forensic Laboratory Information System (NFLIS) data, 
powder cocaine prices in the Minneapolis area were as follows: $100/gram, 
$800/ounce, and up to $22,000/kilogram. The price of a rock of crack was unchanged 
at $10–$20.12

 Heroin 
Recent reports indicate there has been an increase in heroin use in the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul area.13  In 2004, all of the heroin seized in Minneapolis was white, off-white, or 
tan powder, whereas in 2005, all of it was black tar heroin of Mexican origin.  Heroin 
purity levels ranged from 19.6 up to 86.8 percent in Minneapolis.14  Retail heroin 
prices remained at $20–$40/dosage unit or “paper,” $300–$400/gram, and 
$2,500/ounce.15  

 Methamphetamine 
Numerous indicators of methamphetamine abuse decreased in 2006, reversing 
previous upward trends in the Minneapolis area.16  Methamphetamine purity levels 
increased in Minneapolis in 2005. The overall weight-based purity level of 
methamphetamine analyzed at the Minneapolis lab in 2005 was 73.1 percent, 
compared with 57.8 percent in 2004.  Methamphetamine prices were as low as 
$70/gram, $200/one-sixteenth ounce, $240–$280/one-eighth ounce, $900–
$1,000/ounce, and $8,000–$14,000/pound.17  

 Marijuana 
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According to recent NFLIS data, marijuana prices in the Minneapolis area were as 
follows: $5/joint. Commercial grade marijuana sold for $50/quarter ounce, $150-
$175/ounce, and $600-$900/pound.  Higher potency “BC Bud” from British 
Columbia sold for up to $100/quarter ounce, $600/ounce, and $3,200/pound.18 In 
August 2004, the Minneapolis City Council’s Intergovernmental Relations 
Committee voted against putting a medical marijuana ballot question on the 
November ballot.19

 Club Drugs 
Club drug abuse is most prevalent among Minneapolis' gay population.20

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals 
Nubain is a prescription narcotic that has recently emerged in the Minneapolis area 
and is being used by body builders who mistakenly believe it acts as a steroid.21  
Additionally, prescription narcotic analgesics are increasingly being used as drugs of 
abuse for the heroin-like high they produce. Of particular concern were drugs 
containing oxycodone and hydrocodone.22

 Other Drugs 
Over-the-counter cough and cold products containing dextromethorphan continue to 
be abused in the Minneapolis area.23  Khat is used within the Somali immigrant 
community in the Minnesota area.24

 
Juveniles  

 Five percent of Hennepin County male high school seniors surveyed in 2004 reported 
using MDMA at least once in the past year. Three percent of Hennepin County 
female high school seniors surveyed in 2004 reported past year MDMA use.25 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Past Year Use of Illicit Drugs, Hennepin County, 2004 
 
Drug Type 

9th Grade 
     Male             Female 

12th Grade 
       Male             Female 

Amphetamines 5% 5% 8% 6% 
Methamphetamine 4 3 5 2 
Crack 4 3 7 4 
MDMA 4 2 5 3 
LSD, PCP, other psychedelics 4 2 8 3 
Heroin, other narcotics 3 2 5 1 
Barbiturates, tranquilizers 4 3 5 3 
 

 Thirty-three percent of Hennepin County male high school seniors reported using 
marijuana in the past year.26 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Use of Marijuana and Inhalants, Hennepin County, 2004 
 6th Grade 

  Male       Female 
9th Grade 

  Male       Female 
12th Grade 

  Male      Female 
Past year marijuana use 2% 1% 18% 16% 33% 28% 
Past month marijuana use 1 1 13 11 24 18 
Past year inhalant use 4 2 4 4 4 1 
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 Among Hennepin County female high school seniors who bought drugs in the past 
month, 86% obtained the drugs from friends.27 

 
Means of Obtaining Drugs, Hennepin County, 2004 
 
Means of Obtaining Drugs 

9th Grade  
Male         Female      

12th Grade 
   Male         Female 

Bought them from people I know 64% 53% 71% 52% 
Bought them from people I don’t know 20 13 17 10 
Bought them on the Internet 6 1 3 1 
Got them from friends 73 84 72 86 
Got them from family members 15 15 8 7 
Got someone else to buy for me 19 16 14 11 
Got them at parties 31 38 36 38 
Took them from home 14 12 6 5 
Took them from a friend’s home 23 15 7 5 
 

 Twenty-two percent of male seniors reported using alcohol/other drugs after school.28 
 
Time of Student Drug Use, Hennepin County, 2004 
 
Time of Drug Use 

6th Grade 
   Male        Female 

9th Grade 
   Male        Female 

12th Grade 
   Male        Female 

Before school 2% 1% 11% 7% 17% 9% 
During school 1 1 7 4 14 7 
Right after school 2 2 14 12 22 14 
 

 Approximately 75% of female seniors who use alcohol/drugs reported using them to 
have fun at parties.29 

 
Reasons for Substance Use, Hennepin County, 2004 
 
Reasons for Using Drugs 

9th Grade 
   Male       Female 

12th Grade 
   Male       Female 

To relax 52% 43% 59% 48% 
To get high or smashed 49 39 53 44 
To have fun at parties 52 57 69 75 
To escape from school, family, or problems 28 41 24 29 
Because my parents aren’t around 13 16 11 8 
Because my friends do 21 24 22 23 
Because my parents do 4 4 3 3 
Because I like the taste 29 32 33 32 
Because I’m sad, lonely, or angry 13 27 9 10 
Because it’s illegal 13 9 11 6 
Because of peer pressure 12 13 8 7 
 
Enforcement 
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 As of October 31, 2005, there were 1,046 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Minneapolis (798 officers and 248 civilians).30 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Gangs play a significant role in the street level, retail distribution of crack cocaine in 
Minneapolis.31 

 According to law enforcement sources, the heightened purity of methamphetamine 
being seized in Minneapolis reflects the capacity of law enforcement to intercept the 
supplies of this drug higher up the distribution chain before it is diluted and 
adulterated for retail sale.32 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts33 
As of November 22, 2006, there was 1 drug court in Minneapolis that had been 
operating for more than 2 years.  Additionally, there were 2 drug courts being planned 
in Minneapolis at that time. There were no additional drug courts in existence or 
being planned at that time. 

 
Consequences of Use 

 From January through June 2006, there were 1,311 hospital emergency department 
(ED) visits in the Minneapolis/St. Paul involving cocaine.34  During full year 2005, 
there were 3,552 such visits.35 

 
Number of ED Drug Incidents, Minneapolis/St. Paul, 2005-June 2006 
 Full Year 2005 Jan.-June 2006 
Cocaine 3,552 1,311 
Marijuana 3,102 1,265 
Methamphetamine 1,402 251 
Underage drinking 958 344 
Prescription opiates 918 936 
Heroin 895 401 
Oxycodone 300 n/a 
Amphetamines 231 53 
MDMA 163 63 
Inhalants 30 24 
LSD 20 28 
GHB 12 3 
PCP 43 19 
 

 During 2005 there were 60 accidental overdose deaths involving opiates in Hennepin 
County.36  

 
Number of Drug-Related Deaths, Hennepin County, 2003-2005 
Drug 2003 2004 2005 
Cocaine 44 39 50 
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Heroin 50 47 60 
Methamphetamine 14 11 7 
 
Treatment 

 From January through June 2006, there were there were 1,388 treatment admissions 
in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area in which cocaine was the primary substance of 
abuse.37 During 2005, there were nearly 3,000 such admissions.38 

 
Clients in Treatment by Primary Drug of Abuse, Minneapolis/St. Paul, 2005-June 2006 

2005  Jan.-June 2006  Drug 
# % # % 

Alcohol 9,410 45.8% 4,649 47.5% 
Marijuana 3,631 17.7 1,836 18.8 
Cocaine 2,953 14.4 1,388 14.2 
Methamphetamine 2,465 12.0 806 8.2 
Heroin 1,091 5.3 560 5.7 
Total admissions 20,562 100.0 9,781 100.0 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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