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Detroit, Michigan 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
drug-related funding, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 836,0561 
 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 11.1% white; 82.1% 

black/African American; 0.4% American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.1% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 3.7% other race; 1.5% two or more races; 
5.6% Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race)2 

 Detroit is located in Wayne County.3  
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Kwame Kilpatrick4  
 City Council Members: Kenneth Cockrel (President), Monica Conyers, JoAnn 

Watson, Sheila M. Cockrel, Barbara Rose-Collins, Kwame Kenyatta, Alberta 
Tinsley-Talabi, Martha Reeves, Brenda Jones5 

 Chief of Police: Ella M. Bully-Cummings6 
 Wayne County Sheriff: Warren Evans7 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)8 
Designated in 1997, the Michigan HIDTA is responsible for 9 counties in Michigan, 
including Wayne County.  

 Life Points Outreach Program9 
The Community Health Awareness Group established the Life Points Outreach 
Program on World AIDS Day in 1996. As the first licensed needle exchange program 
in Detroit, Life Points aims to reduce the spread of HIV among injection drug users 
by providing sterile needles and syringes as well as HIV risk education and 
counseling in five locations. Life Points also refers injection drug users to drug 
treatment and works to reduce the number of needles and syringes discarded in public 
places. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2005, the Detroit Police Department reported 2,963 arrests for narcotic 
violations.10 

 
Number of Substance-Related Arrests, Detroit, 2004-2005 
Offense 2004 2005 
Narcotic laws 3,568 2,963 
DUI alcohol/drugs 1,944 1,474 
Liquor law violation 34 23 
 

 There were 136 arrests for murder/non-negligent manslaughter in Detroit during 
2005.11 
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Number of Arrests for Index Offenses, Detroit, 2004-2005 
Offense 2004 2005 
Murder/non-negl. manslaughter 262 136 
Rape 193 75 
Robbery 1,037 856 
Aggravated assault 3,092 3,008 
Burglary 1,212 1,178 
Larceny 1,424 937 
Motor vehicle theft 125 2,147 
Arson 78 51 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine/ Heroin12 
Cocaine and heroin are two of the major drugs of abuse in Detroit and Wayne 
County. 

 Marijuana13 
Marijuana is the most commonly abused drug in Detroit and Wayne County. 

 Club Drugs14 
Although Ecstasy use remains at low levels, its use may be increasing, as evidenced 
by increasing treatment admissions and seizures. 

 Other Drugs15  
The lethal combination of heroin or cocaine and Fentanyl, which appeared in Detroit 
and northern Michigan during the second half of 2005, continues to kill people in the 
area. 

 
Juveniles 

 Approximately 18.5% of Detroit high school students surveyed in 2005 reported 
being current users of marijuana.16 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, by Gender, Detroit, 2005 
 Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use 39.0% 42.7% 40.6% 
Current marijuana use 16.6 20.9 18.5 
Lifetime cocaine use 1.2 2.0 1.7 
Current cocaine use 1.0 1.0 1.1 
Lifetime inhalant use 8.7 7.0 8.0 
Lifetime heroin use 0.2 1.1 0.8 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 0.4 1.3 1.0 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 1.2 2.4 1.9 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 0.9 0.8 1.0 
Tired marijuana before age 13  9.7 13.4 11.4 
 

 More than half of the Detroit 12th graders surveyed in 2005 reported using marijuana 
at least once during their lifetimes.17 
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Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, by Grade, Detroit, 2005 
 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use 34.1% 35.1% 52.1% 57.0% 
Current marijuana use 13.8 18.7 20.5 30.5 
Lifetime cocaine use 1.7 1.3 2.9 0.4 
Current cocaine use 1.4 0.5 2.2 0.0 
Lifetime inhalant use 9.8 5.8 9.6 4.2 
Lifetime heroin use 0.7 1.1 0.5 0.4 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 0.8 0.7 1.6 0.7 
Lifetime steroid use 2.3 1.1 1.5 1.7 
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 1.6 0.3 0.8 0.0 
Used marijuana before age 13 13.7 7.5 9.6 12.6 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2005, there were 3,695 full time law enforcement employees in 
Detroit (3,327 officers and 368 civilians).18 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Detroit serves as the transshipment point for heroin that is distributed to other 
communities in Michigan.19  

 The metropolitan Detroit area serves as a transshipment point for traffickers of 
Russian, Israeli, Middle Eastern and Vietnamese descent who are involved in the 
importation and distribution of MDMA.  Furthermore, Chaldean (Iraqi Christians) 
criminal organizations operating in the metropolitan Detroit area frequently utilize 
couriers to smuggle multi-thousand quantity dosage units of MDMA in personal 
vehicles across the Canadian border into the United States.20  

 A recent seizure of half a kilogram of methamphetamine in Detroit supports the 
assertion that methamphetamine is being transported from the western part of the 
state into the metropolitan Detroit area, thereby increasing the availability of 
methamphetamine.21 

 The Ambassador Bridge at the Detroit, Michigan and Windsor, Ontario (Canada) port 
of entry (POE) is the busiest commercial land border entry port in the world. This 
makes detecting marijuana commingled with legitimate goods such as earth worms, 
futon mattresses, metal lockers and trash difficult for law enforcement.22 

 Prior to successful interdiction efforts, Detroit-based Middle Eastern trafficking 
groups were distributing large quantities of pseudoephedrine.23 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts24 
As of November 22, 2006, there were 4 drug courts in Detroit that had been operating 
for over 2 years.  There were no additional drug courts in existence or being planned 
in Detroit at that time.  
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Treatment 
 During 2005, more than 40% of treatment admissions by primary substance involved 

heroin in Detroit.25 
 
Treatment Admissions by Primary Substance*, Detroit, 2005 
Drug Type % Treatment Admissions 
Cocaine 34.7% 
Heroin 43.6 
Methamphetamine <0.01 
Marijuana 15.4 
*Excluding Alcohol 
 
Consequences of Use 

 In Detroit/Wayne County, Michigan, 63 Fentanyl related deaths were reported in 
2005 and another 72 were reported from January 1 to May 2, 2006.26 

 In Detroit/Wayne County, there were 144 deaths with the presence of codeine during 
2005.27 

 
Number of Drug-Related Deaths, Detroit/Wayne County, 2005 

Drug Type # of deaths 
Cocaine 325 
Heroin 221 
Codeine 144 
Hydrocodone 81 
Methadone 50 
Oxycodone 19 
 

 There were more than 12,000 emergency department (ED) visits involving cocaine, 
heroin, methamphetamine and marijuana in Detroit during 2005.28 

 
Number of Cocaine, Heroin, Methamphetamine and Marijuana ED Reports, Detroit, 2005 
Drug Type # ED Reports 
Cocaine 6,324 
Heroin 2,948 
Methamphetamine 30 
Marijuana 2,908 
Total 12,716 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
2 Ibid. 
3 Detroit Web site: http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/default.htm
4 Detroit Mayor Web site: http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/mayor/default.htm
5 Detroit City Council Web site: http://www3.ci.detroit.mi.us/legislative/det_main_frame.htm
6 Detroit Police Department Web site: http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/police/default.htm
7 Wayne County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.waynecounty.com/sheriff/default.htm
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http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/mayor/default.htm
http://www3.ci.detroit.mi.us/legislative/det_main_frame.htm
http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/police/default.htm
http://www.waynecounty.com/sheriff/default.htm


                                                                                                                                                                             
8 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Michigan High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Web site: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/mich.html  
9 Drug Strategies, Detroit Profile 2004, 2004: http://www.drugstrategies.org/detroit/detroit04.html
10 Michigan State Police, Search UCR Data: http://www.michigan.gov/msp/0,1607,7-123-
1645_3501_4621-25744--,00.html
11 Ibid. 
12 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse: Advance Report, June 2006: 
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/AdvReport606.pdf
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Ibid. 
16 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System Online, 
Comprehensive Results: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/yrbss/
17 Ibid. 
18 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
19 Drug Enforcement Administration, Michigan State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/michigan.html
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Office of Justice Programs Drug Courts Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006: 
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
25 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse: Advance Report, June 2006: 
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/AdvReport606.pdf
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
28 Ibid. 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
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http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
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