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Augusta, Maine 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics1

 Population (2000 Census): 18,560 
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 96.2% white; 0.5% black/African American; 0.5% 

American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.3% Asian; 0.0% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific 
Islander; 0.2% other race; 1.3% two or more races; 0.9% Hispanic/Latino (of any 
race) 

 Augusta is located in Kennebec County. 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Roger J. Katz2 
 City Council (Ward): Michael G. Byron (1) Donna Doore (2); David L. Gomeau (3); 

Mark S. O'Brien (4); Edward S. Coffin (at large); Sylvia V. Lund (at large); Stanley 
Koski (at large); David M. Rollins (at large)3 

 City Manager: William R. Bridgeo4 
 Chief of Police: Wayne McCamish5 
 Kennebec County Sheriff: Randall A. Liberty6 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 Drugs Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.)7 
The D.A.R.E. program is operated by the Kennebec County Sheriff's Office. 
D.A.R.E. teaches children how to recognize and resist the direct and subtle pressures 
that influence them to experiment with alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, and other drugs.    

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2005, the Augusta Police Department made 48 adult arrests for drug abuse 
violations.8 During 2004, there were 62 adult drug abuse violation arrests reported by 
the Augusta Police Department.9 

 
Number of Adult Arrests, Selected Offenses, Augusta, 2004-2005 
Offense 2004 2005 
Murder/non-negl. mansl. 0 0 
Forcible rape 0 1 
Robbery 6 1 
Aggravated assault 9 10 
Burglary 33 22 
Larceny-theft 262 207 
Motor vehicle theft 8 4 
Arson 1 0 
Drug abuse violations 62 48 
DUI 92 85 
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Liquor laws 8 14 
 

 During 2005, the Augusta Police Department made 13 juvenile arrests for drug abuse 
violations.10 During 2004, there were 7 juvenile drug abuse violation arrests reported 
by the Augusta Police Department.11  

 
Number of Juvenile Arrests, Selected Offenses, Augusta, 2004-2005 
Offense 2004 2005 
Murder/non-negl. mansl. 0 0 
Forcible rape 0 0 
Robbery 0 0 
Aggravated assault 4 3 
Burglary 18 10 
Larceny-theft 108 58 
Motor vehicle theft 5 4 
Arson 0 0 
Drug abuse violations 7 13 
DUI 1 0 
Liquor laws 4 11 
 
Juveniles  
 

 Approximately 12% of Kennebec County 8th graders surveyed in 2006 reported using 
inhalants at least once in their lives.12 

 
Percent of 6th - 8th Graders Reporting Drug Use, Select Drugs, Kennebec County, 2006 
Substance 6th  7th  8th  
Lifetime marijuana use 2.0% 3.7% 12.0% 
Past month marijuana use 1.1 1.2 5.5 
Lifetime cocaine use 1.0 1.1 3.9 
Past month cocaine use 0.4 0.6 1.7 
Lifetime heroin use 0.8 1.3 2.3 
Past month heroin use 0.5 0.9 1.2 
Lifetime ecstasy use 0.3 0.8 2.5 
Past month ecstasy use 0.2 0.1 0.8 
Lifetime hallucinogen use 0.5 0.7 2.4 
Past month hallucinogen use 0.4 0.6 1.3 
Lifetime inhalant use 9.1 11.3 12.1 
Past month inhalant use 5.1 4.4 7.3 
Lifetime stimulant use 0.6 0.7 2.2 
Lifetime use of prescription drugs 3.3 4.0 7.4 
Past month use of prescription drugs 1.9 2.0 4.1 
Lifetime use of other illegal drugs 2.0 3.2 7.0 
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 Approximately 47% of Kennebec County 12th graders surveyed in 2006 reported 
using marijuana at least once in their lives.13 

 
Percent of 9th–12th Graders Reporting Drug Use, Select Drugs, Kennebec County, 2006 
Substance 9th  10th  11th  12th 
Lifetime marijuana use 22.7% 33.8% 45.7% 47.1% 
Past month marijuana use 13.0 19.9 26.1 26.7 
Lifetime cocaine use 4.5 3.1 8.1 9.5 
Past month cocaine use 1.9 1.3 3.3 3.8 
Lifetime heroin use 2.7 2.0 3.5 4.2 
Past month heroin use 1.1 0.9 2.2 1.7 
Lifetime ecstasy use 4.4 3.3 6.0 5.6 
Past month ecstasy use 1.7 1.4 2.8 1.7 
Lifetime hallucinogen use 4.2 4.7 8.1 8.1 
Past month hallucinogen use 1.6 1.4 3.6 3.2 
Lifetime inhalant use 14.5 13.0 13.9 9.7 
Past month inhalant use 6.6 3.8 2.9 3.5 
Lifetime stimulant use 2.5 2.9 7.7 5.4 
Lifetime use of prescription drugs 12.5 13.7 21.0 19.2 
Past month use of prescription drugs 5.9 6.1 10.6 9.5 
Lifetime use of other illegal drugs 10.6 15.5 18.3 16.4 
 

 Approximately 14% of Kennebec County students surveyed in 2006 reported being 
drunk or high in school within the past year.14 

 
Substance Percent Reporting Behavior 
Drunk or high at school 13.7% 
Sold Illegal Drugs 6.7 
 
Enforcement 

 In 2005, there were 56 full-time law enforcement employees in Augusta (41 sworn 
officers and 15 civilians).15 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts16 
As of November 22, 2006, there was one drug court in Augusta that had been 
operating for at least two years, one drug court that had recently been implemented 
and one drug court that was being planned. There were no additional drug courts in 
operation or being planned in Augusta at that time. 

 Kennebec County Thumbs Up Program17 
This sentencing program is operated by the Kennebec County Sheriff's Office as an 
alternative to criminal prosecution for first-time teenage offenders. This program 
attempts to address a variety of juvenile issues including, substance abuse, deviant 
behavior and truancy. The program serves as both a consequence and as an 
educational tool to assist youth with their future decisions. 
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3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Augusta Police Department Web site: http://www.ci.augusta.me.us/APD/
6 Kennebec County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.kennebecso.com/
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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