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Baltimore, Maryland 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics1

 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 608,481 
 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 30.2% white; 65.2% 

black/African American; 0.4% American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.6% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 1.6% other race; 1.0% two or more races; 
2.3% Hispanic/Latino (of any race) 

 
Politics 

 Mayor: Martin O’Malley2 
 City Council Members (District): Sheila Dixon (President); James Kraft (1); Nicholas 

D’Adamo, Jr. (2); Robert Curran (3); Kenneth Harris, Sr. (4); Rochelle Spector (5); 
Stephanie Rawlings Blake (6); Belinda Conaway (7); Helen Holton (8); Agnes Welch 
(9); Edward L. Reisinger (10); Keiffer J. Mitchell, Jr. (11); Bernard Young (12); 
Paula Johnson Branch (13); Mary Pat Clark (14)3 

 Baltimore Police Commissioner: Leonard Hamm4  
 
Programs/Initiatives  

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)5 
Designated in 1994, the Washington, D.C./Baltimore HIDTA consists of Baltimore 
City, 6 counties in Maryland, the District of Columbia, 8 counties in Northern 
Virginia and the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

 Baltimore Believe6 
Launched by Mayor O’Malley on April 5, 2002, Baltimore Believe is an advertising 
community-centered campaign aimed at reducing drug trafficking, drug violence, and 
drug use in the city. Aspects of the campaign include a movie depicting the realities 
of drugs in Baltimore and the Declaration of Independence from Drugs, which area 
residents are encouraged to sign.  

 Baltimore Rising7 
Baltimore Rising is a community-driven, faith-based youth violence reduction 
program which consists of mentoring and monitoring initiatives to reduce criminal, 
delinquent, and violent behavior. The target population includes individuals ages 13-
17 who are at-risk, have criminal/violent histories, are returning to the community 
from residential programs, or have drug addicted parents. Referrals to the program 
can come from parents, clergy and other community members, drug treatment 
programs, courts, and schools. 

 Break the Cycle8 
Baltimore City is one of the 7 jurisdictions that participate in Maryland’s Break the 
Cycle (BTC) program. BTC is aimed at stopping the cycle of addiction and crime, 
focusing on offenders with specific conditions for substance abuse, drug testing, or 
treatment. 
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Crime and Drug-Related Crime 
 During 2005, there were 269 homicides known to police in Baltimore.9 

 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Baltimore, 2004-2005 
Offense 2004 2005 
Homicide 276 269 
Forcible rape 182 162 
Robbery 4,050 3,910 
Aggrav. assault 7,159 6,907 
Burglary 7,981 7,388 
Larceny 21,366 19,691 
Auto theft 6,712 6,212 
 

 During 2005, there were 1,427juvenile and 24,422 adult arrests for drug violations in 
Baltimore. There were 1,427 juvenile and 18,753 adult arrests for drug possession in 
Baltimore during 2005.10 

 
Number of Drug Possession Arrests, Baltimore, 2003-2005 
 
Drug Type 

Juvenile 
   2003          2004         2005     

Adult 
   2003          2004         2005     

Opium/cocaine 525 562 540 15,019 13,440 13,591 
Marijuana 622 742 876 4,088 4,013 5,144 
Synthetic narcotics 0 0 0 1 2 0 
Other non-narcotic drug 17 19 11 20 23 18 
Total possession arrests 1,164 1,323 1,427 19,128 17,478 18,753 
 

 There were 2,095 juvenile and 5,669 adult arrests for drug sales/manufacturing in 
Baltimore during 2005.11 

 
Number of Drug Sales/Manufacturing Arrests, Baltimore, 2003-2005 
 
Drug Type 

Juvenile 
   2003          2004         2005     

Adult 
   2003          2004         2005     

Opium/cocaine 1,919 2,065 1,821 8,939 7,202 5,654 
Marijuana 332 269 263 16 5 7 
Synthetic narcotics 0 0 1 6 6 5 
Other non-narcotic drug 17 15 10 8 3 3 
Total sale/manu. arrests 2,268 2,349 2,095 8,969 7,216 5,669 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine12 
Younger cocaine users in the Baltimore metropolitan area tend to be white, while the 
African-American cocaine user population tends to represent an aging cohort. 

 Heroin13 
Baltimore is home to higher numbers of heroin addicts and heroin-related crime than 
almost any other city in the nation. These problems tend to spill over into adjoining 
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counties where many heroin distributors maintain residences. Additionally, the 
enormous demand for heroin in the Baltimore metropolitan area has also led to an 
increase in the drug's abuse among teens and young adults. 

 Club Drugs14 
Baltimore is home to a thriving rave and nightclub scene in which club drugs, usually 
MDMA, are abused.  Recent statements by law enforcement sources that MDMA has 
become a drug of choice among young, inner-city drug dealers in Baltimore.   

 
Juveniles 

 During the 2004-2005 school year, there were 209 suspensions in Baltimore City 
schools for dangerous substance offenses. There were 313 dangerous substance 
suspensions in Baltimore City schools in the 2003-2004 school year.15 

 
Number of Dangerous Substance Suspensions, Baltimore City Schools, 2003-2005 
Type of Offense 2003-2004 2004-2005 
Alcohol 25 16 
Inhalants 3 4 
Drugs 186 138 
Tobacco 99 51 
Total dangerous substance suspensions 313 209 
Total suspensions (all offenses) 26,324 16,641 
 

 Approximately 21% of Baltimore high school students surveyed in 2005 reported 
being current users of marijuana.16 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, by Gender, Baltimore, 2005 
 Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use 37.5% 48.5% 42.7% 
Current marijuana use 16.4 27.2 21.4 
Lifetime cocaine use 1.6 3.7 2.6 
Current cocaine use 0.8 2.6 1.7 
Lifetime inhalant use 6.3 8.5 7.3 
Lifetime heroin use 1.0 3.5 2.1 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 1.9 4.2 2.9 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 1.3 4.1 2.6 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.2 3.8 2.4 
Lifetime ecstasy use 2.6 4.9 3.7 
Tried marijuana before age 13 8.0 15.4 11.3 
 

 Approximately 47% of Baltimore 12th graders surveyed in 2005 reported using 
marijuana at least once during their lifetime.17 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, by Grade, Baltimore, 2005 
 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use 41.5% 40.7% 42.2% 47.3% 
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Current marijuana use 23.4 18.3 21.5 20.7 
Lifetime cocaine use 2.4 2.2 2.8 2.9 
Current cocaine use 1.6 1.0 1.1 3.0 
Lifetime inhalant use 7.0 8.0 7.7 6.2 
Lifetime heroin use 1.6 1.5 2.6 3.2 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 2.4 1.8 3.5 4.4 
Lifetime steroid use 2.1 1.0 3.8 3.9 
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 2.2 1.1 2.8 3.9 
Lifetime ecstasy use 3.5 2.8 3.3 5.0 
Tried marijuana before age 13 12.9 11.0 10.5 10.2 
 
Enforcement 

 Organized Crime Division (OCD)18 
Created in May 2003, members of the Baltimore Police Department’s Organized 
Crime Division disrupt street-level drug dealing with buy-and-bust operations, debrief 
suspects for intelligence gathering and deployment purposes, and build criminal cases 
to dismantle drug organizations.   

 As of October 2005, there were 4,348 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Baltimore (3,504 officers and 844 civilians).19 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Drugs, weapons, and illicit proceeds destined for points south of New York City 
routinely transit through Baltimore.20 

 A substantial amount of international drug traffic enters Maryland, via the Baltimore 
seaport.21 

 In the Baltimore metropolitan area, heroin is sold almost exclusively by street name 
and packaged in gelatin capsules. Highly pure ("raw") heroin marketed toward 
suburban users is sometimes packaged in vials.22 

 From January 1 to April 3, 2004, the Baltimore Police Department Organized Crime 
Division (OCD) seized 578.13 pounds of cocaine.23 

 
Amount of Drugs Seized by OCD, Baltimore, January 1-April 3, 2004 
Drug Type Grams Pounds Kilograms 
Cocaine 262,239.44 578.13 262.23 
Crack 2,511.93 5.53 2.51 
Ecstasy 6,056.10 13.37 6.07 
Heroin 16,480.15 36.33 16.48 
Marijuana 111,851.62 246.59 111.85 
 

 The retail value of the cocaine seized by OCD from January to April 2004 was nearly 
$33 million.24 

 
Value of Drug Seized by OCD, Baltimore, January 1-April 3, 2004 
Drug Type Wholesale Retail 
Cocaine $6,817,980.00 $32,778,750.00 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 5



Crack 57,774.39 313,991.25 
Ecstasy 272,524.50 363,366.00 
Heroin 1,648,015.00 8,240,075.00 
Marijuana 369,885.00 789,088.00 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts25 
As of November 22, 2006, there were 3 drug courts in Baltimore that had been 
operating for more than 2 years and 1 drug court that was recently implemented.  . 
There were no additional drug courts in existence or being planned in Baltimore at 
that time. 

 
Corrections 

 Addicts Changing Together Substance Abuse Program (ACT-SAP)26 
Established in 1996, ACT-SAP provides addiction services to male and female 
detainees in the Baltimore City Detention Center. ACT-SAP is a 30-60 day program 
comprised of 3 components: acupuncture detoxification, counseling, and education. 
ACT-SAP is the only known jail-based treatment program in the U.S. that uses 
acupuncture as a treatment for daily detoxification. 

 The Baltimore Central Booking and Intake Center opened in November 1995 as the 
central location for booking and processing arrestees in Baltimore City. Nearly 
100,000 arrestees are processed yearly in this center.27 

 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2005, there were 8 fatal traffic crashes involving an alcohol or other drug 
(AOD) impaired driver in Baltimore City, representing 24.2% of all fatal crashes.28 

 
Number of Traffic Crashes Involving AOD-Impaired Drivers, Baltimore, 2003-2005 
Type of Crash 2003 2004 2005 
Fatal crashes 34 39 33 
   AOD-related 9 10 8 
   % AOD-related 26.5% 25.6% 24.2% 
Injury crashes 5,424 5,291 5,207 
   AOD-related 284 270 290 
   % AOD-related 5.2% 5.1% 5.6% 
Total crashes 19,660 19,309 18,641 
   AOD-related 908 951 949 
   % AOD-related 4.6% 4.9% 5.1% 
 
Treatment 

 During FY 2005, there were 10,441 Baltimore City residents admitted to Maryland 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration (ADAA)-funded programs for heroin 
treatment.29 
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Admissions to ADAA-Funded Treatment, Baltimore City Residents, FY 2003-2005 
Drug Type FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 
Alcohol 4,881 6,182 5,951 
Crack cocaine 4,320 5,667 5,436 
Powder cocaine 3,336 3,597 3,314 
Marijuana 2,858 3,222 3,399 
Heroin 9,441 11,376 10,441 
 

 There were also 6,994 Baltimore City residents admitted to non-ADAA-funded 
treatment in FY 2005 for heroin treatment.30  

 
Admissions to Non-ADAA-Funded Treatment, Baltimore City Residents, FY 2003-2005 
Drug Type FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 
Alcohol 4,796 3,598 3,283 
Crack cocaine 3,376 2,791 3,432 
Powder cocaine 2,741 1,859 1,925 
Marijuana 2,076 1,548 1,156 
Heroin 7,644 5,625 6,994 
 

 During 2005, more than 60% of treatment admissions by primary substance involved 
heroin in Baltimore.31 

 
Treatment Admissions by Primary Substance, Baltimore, 2005 
Drug Type % Treatment Admissions 
Cocaine 15.7% 
Heroin 60.9 
Methamphetamine 0.2 
Marijuana 15.0 
*Excluding Alcohol 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
2 Baltimore Mayor Web site: http://www.ci.baltimore.md.us/mayor/index.html
3 Baltimore City Council Web site: http://www.baltimorecitycouncil.com/
4 Baltimore Police Department Web site: http://www.baltimorepolice.org/
5 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Washington, D.C./Baltimore High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/dc_baltimore.html
6 Baltimore Believe Web site: http://www.ci.baltimore.md.us/believe/index.html
7 Baltimore Mayor’s Office for Children, Youth, and Families, Baltimore Rising Web site: 
http://www.ci.baltimore.md.us/government/mocyf/index.html
8 Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, Strategies for the Drug-Involved 
Offender, January 2003: http://www2.dpscs.state.md.us/publicinfo/publications/pdfs/btc4finalreport.pdf
9 Baltimore Police Department, 2005 Annual Report: 
http://www.baltimorepolice.org/files/annual_report.pdf
10 Center for Substance Abuse Research, Drug Arrests by Type of Violation, Drug Type, and Age Group, 
Baltimore City, 2001-2005: 
http://www.cesar.umd.edu/cesar/county/balt_city/UCR_Balt_City_Numbers.pdf
11 Ibid. 
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http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/AdvReport606.pdf
13 Drug Enforcement Administration, Maryland State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/maryland.html
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15 Center for Substance Abuse Research, Dangerous Substance Suspensions, Baltimore City Schools, 2000-
2005: http://www.cesar.umd.edu/cesar/county/balt_city/SUSP_Balt_City_Table.pdf
16 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System Online, 
Comprehensive Results: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/yrbss/
17 Ibid. 
18 Baltimore Police Department, Effectively Reducing Crime in Baltimore, April 2004: 
http://www.ci.baltimore.md.us/government/police/images/2004crimeplanX.pdf
19 Maryland State Police, Crime in Maryland 2005 Uniform Crime Report, 2006 
20 Drug Enforcement Administration, Maryland State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/maryland.html
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Baltimore Police Department, Effectively Reducing Crime in Baltimore, April 2004: 
http://www.ci.baltimore.md.us/government/police/images/2004crimeplanX.pdf
24 Ibid. 
25 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006: 
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
26 Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, Division of Pretrial Detention and 
Services, Substance Abuse Program: http://www2.dpscs.state.md.us/rehabservs/dpds/sap.shtml
27 Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, DPSCS At A Glance Web site: 
http://www.dpscs.state.md.us/aboutdpscs/ataglance.shtml
28 Center for Substance Abuse Research, Number of Traffic Crashes and Crashes Involving an Alcohol 
and/or Drug-Impaired Driver, Baltimore City, 2001-2005: 
http://www.cesar.umd.edu/cesar/county/balt_city/SHA_Balt_City_Table.pdf
29 Maryland Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration, Outlook and Outcomes, 2005 Annual Report: 
http://www.maryland-adaa.org/content_documents/2005O&O[1].pdf
30 Ibid. 
31 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse: Advance Report, June 2006: 
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/AdvReport606.pdf
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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