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Louisville, Kentucky  
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2003 American Community Survey): 254,1451 
 Race/Ethnicity (2003 American Community Survey): 58.3% white; 38.0% 

black/African American; 0.1% American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.9% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.0% other race; 0.4% two or more races; 
1.3% Hispanic/Latino2 

 Louisville is located in Jefferson County.3 
  
Politics 

 Mayor: Jerry E. Abramson4 
 Louisville Metro Council (Wards 1-26, respectively): Denise Bentley; Barbara 

Shanklin; Mary C. Woolridge; Willie Bright; Cheri Bryant Hamilton; George Unseld; 
Kenneth C. Fleming; Tom Owen; Tina Ward-Pugh; Cyril Allgeier; Kevin Kramer; 
Rick Blackwell; Ron Weston; Robert Henderson; George Melton; Kelly Downard; 
Glen Stuckel; Julie Raque Adams; Hal Heiner; Stuart Benson; Dan Johnson; Robin 
Engel; James Peden; Madonna Flood; Doug Hawkins; Ellen Call5 

 Louisville Metro Chief of Police: Colonel Robert C. White6 
 
Programs/Initiatives 

 Community Capacity Development Office7 
There is one Weed and Seed site in Louisville. It covers the Smoketown/Shelby Park 
area of the city. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2003, there were 42 murder/non-negligent manslaughter offenses known to 
police in Louisville Metro (includes the Louisville and Jefferson County Police 
Departments).8 

 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Louisville Metro, 2003 
Offense # of Offenses 
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 42 
Forcible rape 83 
Robbery 1,455 
Aggravated assault 1,673 
Burglary 6,405 
Larceny-theft 15,463 
Motor vehicle theft 3,154 
Arson 164 
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 During 2003, there were 4,514 adult arrests for marijuana possession in 
Louisville/Jefferson County.9 

 
Number of Drug Possession Arrests, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2002-2003 
 
Drug Type 

2002 
     Juvenile               Adult 

2003 
    Juvenile                Adult 

Marijuana 289 5,096 277 4,514 
Cocaine 52 1,406 45 1,449 
Codeine 10 84 4 103 
Heroin 0 9 2 22 
Opiates 0 10 0 21 
Amphetamines 1 24 2 20 
Barbiturates 0 5 1 3 
LSD 0 4 0 5 
PCP 0 14 0 6 
Hallucinogens 0 13 1 5 
Steroids 0 4 0 5 
Date rape drugs 0 0 0 7 
Prescription drugs 3 13 0 9 
Simulated drugs 0 6 0 0 
Other drugs 26 1,078 46 1,105 
 

 There were 1,037 adult arrests for cocaine trafficking in Louisville/Jefferson County 
during 2003.10 

 
Number of Drug Trafficking Arrests, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2002-2003 
 
Drug Type 

2002 
     Juvenile               Adult 

2003 
     Juvenile               Adult 

Marijuana 19 593 45 651 
Cocaine 45 908 54 1,037 
Codeine 0 7 0 10 
Heroin 1 14 0 11 
Opiates 0 12 0 4 
Methamphetamine 3 70 2 150 
Amphetamines 0 18 0 26 
Barbiturates 0 3 0 0 
LSD 0 2 0 4 
PCP 0 0 1 0 
Hallucinogens 0 0 0 4 
Steroids 0 2 0 7 
Date rape drugs 0 0 0 7 
Prescription drugs 0 2 1 0 
Simulated drugs 1 6 2 3 
Other drugs 11 334 9 264 
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 During 2003, there were 4,406 adult arrests for drug paraphernalia in 
Louisville/Jefferson County.11 

 
Number of Other Drug Arrests, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2002-2003 
 
Type of Drug Arrest 

2002 
    Juvenile              Adult 

2003 
    Juvenile             Adult 

Meth. manufacturing 0 36 2 63 
Marijuana cultivating 4 101 1 127 
Inhalant use 0 16 0 12 
Simulated drugs manuf. 0 0 0 1 
Prescription violations 3 391 0 529 
Improper container 11 432 13 398 
False labeling 0 46 0 56 
Drug paraphernalia 107 4,464 121 4,406 
Selling near school 32 510 43 594 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Powder cocaine is available in Louisville in ounce to kilogram quantities. Crack 
cocaine is also available in ounce to pound quantities. Prices for kilogram quantities 
of cocaine decreased from $25,000-$30,000 in 1995 to $18,000-$24,000 in 2000.12

 Heroin 
Law enforcement in Louisville report an increased availability of heroin.13

 Methamphetamine 
Methamphetamine is increasingly available in Louisville. Prices for a gram of 
methamphetamine increased from $100 during 1995 to $100-$120 during 2000. 
Prices per pound for methamphetamine decreased from $13,000 during 1995 to 
$6,000-$10,000 during 2000.14

 Marijuana 
Prices per pound of marijuana have decreased slightly from $1,800-$2,400 during 
1995 to $1,800 during 2000.15

 Club Drugs 
From 1993 to 2000, there were 82 documented raves held in Louisville, accounting 
for 50% of all known rave activity in Kentucky during that time period.16

 
Juveniles 

 During FY 2003, there were 717 drug/alcohol incidents at schools in Jefferson 
County.17 

 
Number of Drug/Alcohol Incidents in Schools, Jefferson County, FY 2001-2003 
Type of Incident FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 Total 
Use/possession 611 605 633 1,849 
Sale/distribution 60 79 84 223 
Total 671 684 717 2,072 
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Enforcement 
 As of October 2003, there were 1,579 full-time law enforcement employees in 

Louisville Metro (1,192 officers and 387 civilians).18 
 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Drugs destined for distribution in Kentucky are transported primarily to Louisville, 
which serves as a major distribution center.19 

 Louisville is used as transshipment point for drugs en route from the southwest border 
to markets in the Northeastern U.S.20 

 Methamphetamine is usually transported in 1-3 pound quantities to urban areas such 
as Louisville by commercial or private vehicles.21 

 Local independent Caucasian dealers are the primary retail distributors of heroin in 
the Louisville area, although Mexican criminal groups also distribute heroin at the 
retail level, but to a lesser extent.22 

 Mexican and African American criminal groups transport powder cocaine from 
California, Illinois, New York and Texas to Louisville.23 

 During 2003, the Louisville Metro Narcotics/Vice Unit seized and/or purchased 
illegal drugs with a street value of nearly $44 million in Louisville and Jefferson 
County.24 

 
Value of Drugs Seized/Purchased, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2003 
Drug Type Estimated Dollar Value 
Marijuana $31,450,000 
Cocaine  6,100,000 
Opiates 5,507,100 
Methamphetamine 640,600 
Total 43,679,700 
 

 The Louisville Metro Narcotics/Vice Unit seized/purchased 15,725 pounds of 
marijuana during 2003.25 

 
Amount of Drugs Seized and Purchased, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2002-2003 
Drug Type 2002 2003 
Marijuana 7,826 pounds 15,725 pounds 
Marijuana plants 730 plants 178 plants 
Hashish, hash oil, psilocyn 5 grams 1,158 grams 
Cocaine 39 kilograms 61 kilograms 
Heroin 3,839 grams 1,423 grams 
Opiates 97,027 g; 720 ml; 811 du 34,432 g; 15,142 ml 
Methamphetamine 6,782 grams 6,406 grams 
Other stimulants 110 grams; 50 du 47 grams 
Depressants 415 grams 0 
LSD 10 dosage units 1 gram 
Steroids 34,413 g; 364 du 12,265 g; 1,388 du 
Assorted pills 10,183 g; 16,251 du 15,903 g; 18,933 du 
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Courts 

 Drug Courts26 
As of September 2004, there were 3 drug courts in Louisville. Two drug courts had 
been operating for over 2 years and 1 had been recently implemented. 

 During 2003, there were 752 admissions to Jefferson County drug court programs. 
There were 190 graduates of Jefferson County drug court programs during 2003.27 

 
Results of Drug Court Programs, Jefferson County, 2001-2003 
 
Program 

Admissions 
 2001    2002    2003

Discharges 
 2001    2002    2003

Graduates 
 2001    2002    2003

Adult drug court 82 123 110 85 74 20 36 31 41 
Juvenile drug court 19 8 11 19 10 8 1 2 1 
Second Chance 124 214 264 43 78 95 26 25 37 
Turning It Around 202 359 333 45 83 121 41 131 108 
Family drug court 0 11 34 0 5 16 0 2 3 
Total 427 715 752 192 250 260 104 191 190 
 
 

 Of the 17,747 Louisville/Jefferson County drug cases (felony and misdemeanor) in 
District, Circuit, and Juvenile Court during 2003, 15,302 (86.2%) reached a final 
disposition.28 

 
Drug Case Dispositions, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2002-2003 
Type of Disposition 2002 2003 
Guilty 5,287 5,287 
Not guilty 7 8 
Informal 149 158 
Dismissed 10,562 9,849 
Bench 171 302 
Continued 265 232 
Grand Jury 1,234 1,911 
Total drug cases 17,675 17,747 
 
 
Corrections 

 As of January 1, 2003, 22% of the total inmate population in Kentucky was convicted 
in Jefferson County.29 

 During 2003, 1,820 of the Louisville/Jefferson County convicted drug cases resulted 
in jail/probation sentences.30 
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Type of Sentence Received for Drug Cases, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2003 
Type of Sentence # of Sentences 
Prison 459 
Jail 282 
Time served 463 
Probation 9 
Fine 1,578 
Fine/prison/probation 97 
Fine/jail/probation 178 
Prison/probation 562 
Jail/probation 1,820 
Fine/prison 13 
Fine/probation 57 
Fine/jail 23 
Total convicted 5,541 
 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2003, there were 2,719 drug-related incidents in Louisville/Jefferson County 
requiring emergency care. Drugs were the primary cause in 1,028 of the incidents.31 

 
Number of Drug-Related Emergency Room Incidents, Louisville/Jeff. Co., 2002-2003 
 
Drug Type 

Primary Cause 
    2001           2002            2003 

Secondary Cause 
   2001           2002            2003 

Marijuana 19 38 62 175 317 375 
Cocaine 10 257 260 273 553 509 
Codeine 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Opiates 9 0 76 7 26 136 
Stimulants 8 9 20 0 29 46 
Barbiturates 17 7 40 52 171 96 
Hallucinogens 0 0 11 0 0 7 
Benzodiazepines 4 0 33 0 0 11 
Inhalants 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Unknown/other 671 259 526 311 435 511 
Total 742 570 1,028 818 1,531 1,691 
 

 There were 74 vehicle accidents in Jefferson County during 2002 in which the driver 
was under the influence of drugs.32 

 
Accidents Involving Drivers Under the Influence of Drugs, Jefferson Co., 2002 
 Number 
Fatal accidents 8 
Injury accidents 26 
Persons killed 8 
Persons injured 39 
Total accidents 74 
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 During 2002, there were 83 drug-related deaths reported to the Drug Abuse Warning 

Network (DAWN) by Medical Examiners (ME) in Jefferson County.33 
 

Number of Drug Deaths and Drug Mentions, Jefferson County, 1998-2002 
 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol-in-combination 34 25 38 27 20 
Cocaine 30 19 27 35 22 
Heroin/morphine 3 2 10 3 4 
Marijuana 29 16 45 29 33 
Amphetamines -- 2 8 7 3 
Methamphetamine -- 2 3 -- -- 
Club drugs -- -- 1 -- -- 
Hallucinogens 1 -- -- 1 -- 
Inhalants -- -- 1 1 -- 
Narcotic analgesic 40 50 77 106 65 
Other analgesics 22 18 34 13 8 
Benzodiazepines 33 29 67 51 35 
Antidepressants 28 31 37 27 26 
All other substances 38 39 36 32 49 
Total drug deaths 80 61 109 92 83 
Total drug mentions 258 233 384 332 265 
 
Treatment 

 During 2003, treatment facilities in Jefferson County reported 3,533 admissions to 
treatment.34 

 
Number of Clients in Treatment Programs, Jefferson County, 2002-2003 
 
Drug Type 

Inpatient 
    2002           2003 

Outpatient 
    2002           2003 

Total 
   2002           2003 

Marijuana 315 196 609 486 924 682 
Cocaine 546 828 776 736 1,322 1,564 
Opiates 245 388 176 179 421 567 
Stimulants 38 44 54 54 92 98 
Barbiturates 42 78 75 51 117 129 
Hallucinogens 2 2 11 6 13 8 
Solvents 3 0 1 0 4 0 
Unknown/other 210 194 117 291 327 485 
Total 1,401 1,730 1,819 1,803 3,220 3,533 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, 2003 American Community Survey, Louisville, Kentucky: 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Profiles/Single/2003/ACS/Tabular/160/16000US21480001.htm
2 Ibid. 
3 Louisville Web site: http://www.loukymetro.org/
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http://www.loukymetro.org/


                                                                                                                                                                             
4 Louisville Mayor’s Office Web site: http://www.loukymetro.org/mayor/default.asp
5 Louisville Metro Council Web site: http://www.loukymetro.org/Department/MetroCouncil/default.asp
6 Louisville Metro Police Department Web site: http://www.lmpdky.org/
7 Community Capacity Development Office, Kentucky Weed and Seed Sites: 
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=KY
8 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2003, October 2004: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/03cius.htm
9 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Fifteenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 
and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2003, June 2004 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 National Drug Intelligence Center and the Kentucky State Police, Kentucky Drug Threat Assessment, 
July 2002: http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs1/1540/1540p.pdf
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Ibid. 
16 Ibid. 
17 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Fifteenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 
and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2003, June 2004 
18 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2003, October 2004: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/03cius.htm
19 National Drug Intelligence Center and the Kentucky State Police, Kentucky Drug Threat Assessment, 
July 2002: http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs1/1540/1540p.pdf
20 Drug Enforcement Administration, Kentucky State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/kentucky.html
21 National Drug Intelligence Center and the Kentucky State Police, Kentucky Drug Threat Assessment, 
July 2002: http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs1/1540/1540p.pdf
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Fifteenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 
and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2003, June 2004 
25 Ibid. 
26 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, September 2, 2004: 
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
27 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Fifteenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 
and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2003, June 2004 
28 Ibid. 
29 Commonwealth of Kentucky Department of Corrections, Profile of the Inmate Population, 2003, January 
2003: http://www.corrections.ky.gov/Facts_n_Figures/profile2003.pdf
30 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Fifteenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 
and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2003, June 2004 
31 Ibid. 
32 Ibid. 
33 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration, Mortality Data From the Drug Abuse 
Warning Network, 2002, January 2004: http://dawninfo.samhsa.gov/pubs_94_02/mepubs/default.asp
34 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Fifteenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 
and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2003, June 2004 
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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