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Louisville, Kentucky 


The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  

Demographics 
¾	 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 256,2311 

¾	 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 62.9% white; 33.0% 
black/African American; 0.2% American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.4% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.7% other race; 1.7% two or more races; 
1.9% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

¾	 Louisville is located in Jefferson County.3 

Politics 
¾	 Mayor: Jerry E. Abramson4 

¾	 Louisville Metro Council (Wards 1-26, respectively): Judy Green; Barbara Shanklin; 
Mary C. Woolridge; David Tandy; Cheri Bryant Hamilton; George Unseld; Kenneth 
C. Fleming; Tom Owen; Tina Ward-Pugh; Jim King; Kevin Kramer; Rick Blackwell; 
Vicki Welch; Robert Henderson; Marianne Butler; Kelly Downard; Glen Stuckel; 
Julie Raque Adams; Hal Heiner; Stuart Benson; Dan Johnson; Robin Engel; James 
Peden; Madonna Flood; Doug Hawkins; Ellen Call5 

¾ Louisville Metro Chief of Police: Colonel Robert C. White6 

¾ Jefferson County Sheriff: Colonel John Aubrey7 

Crime and Drug-Related Crime 
¾	 Preliminary data indicate that there were 28 homicides known to police in Louisville 

from January through June 2006.8 There were 55 homicides known to the Louisville 
Metro Police Department during full year 2005.9 

Index Offenses Known to Police, Louisville, 2005-June 2006 
Offense Full Year 2005 Jan.-June 2006 
Homicide 55 28 
Rape 209 88 
Robbery 1,822 811 
Aggravated assault 1,810 951 
Burglary 7,146 3,509 
Theft 17,150 8,593 
Motor vehicle theft 3,150 1,766 
Arson 281 149 

¾ During 2005, there were 4,989 adult arrests for marijuana possession in 
Louisville/Jefferson County.10 
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Number of Drug Possession Arrests, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2004-2005 

Drug Type 
2004

 Juvenile Adult 
2005

 Juvenile Adult 
Marijuana 366 4,964 398 4,989 
Cocaine 52 1,685 52 1,599 
Codeine 8 100 4 87 
Heroin - 11 - 10 
Opiates 1 18 - 11 
Amphetamines 2 28 1 18 
Barbiturates - 5 2 4 
LSD - 2 - 10 
PCP - 4 - 3 
Hallucinogens - 11 1 18 
Steroids - 2 - 2 
Date rape drugs - 6 - 15 
Simulated drugs 1 2 - -
Prescription drugs 2 15 1 18 
Other drugs 51 1,264 62 1,255 

¾	 There were more than 800 adult arrests for cocaine trafficking in Louisville/Jefferson 
County during 2005.11 

Number of Drug Trafficking Arrests, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2004-2005 

Drug Type 
2004

 Juvenile Adult 
2005

 Juvenile Adult 
Marijuana 39 682 71 658 
Cocaine 53 973 58 807 
Codeine - 14 3 16 
Heroin - 7 1 9 
Opiates - 5 - 2 
Methamphetamine 1 190 - 152 
Amphetamines - 7 - 11 
Barbiturates - - 1 4 
LSD - 2 - 4 
PCP - 1 - -
Hallucinogens 2 7 - 2 
Steroids - 1 - 4 
Date rape drugs - 1 1 7 
Simulated drugs 3 15 1 9 
Prescription drugs 2 2 1 2 
Other drugs 10 321 11 272 

¾	 During 2005, there were 68 adult arrests for manufacturing methamphetamine in 
Louisville/Jefferson County.12 
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Number of Other Drug Arrests, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2004-2005 

Type of Drug Arrest 
2004

 Juvenile Adult 
2005

 Juvenile Adult 
Meth. manufacturing - 56 - 68 
Marijuana cultivating 2 106 1 89 
Inhalant use - 12 - 6 
Prescription violations 1 534 7 474 
Improper container 16 410 27 386 
False labeling - 60 - 77 
Drug paraphernalia 147 4,355 166 4,622 
Selling near school 46 561 62 425 

Drugs 
¾	 Heroin13


Although the presence of heroin is limited in the Louisville area, sources indicate 

there is a low demand for small amounts of the drug. 


¾	 Club Drugs14


LSD and Ecstasy are primarily used by teenagers and young adults in Louisville. 


Juveniles 
¾	 During 2004-2005 school year, there were 537 drug/alcohol incidents at schools in 

Jefferson County.15 

Enforcement 
¾	 As of October 2005, there were 1,399 full-time law enforcement employees in 


Louisville (1,148 officers and 251 civilians).16


¾	 Louisville Metro Police Department: Narcotics Unit17


The responsibilities of the Narcotics Unit include major drug investigations and 

surveillance of known drug users, runners, traffickers and their operations. 


Trafficking and Seizures 
¾	 Louisville is used as transshipment point for multi-kilogram amounts of cocaine en 

route from the southwest border to markets in Kentucky and the northeastern U.S.18 

¾	 Intelligence indicates that Mexican drug trafficking organizations are attempting to 
widen the heroin market in the Louisville area. Recent seizures in the Louisville 
region have totaled over three pounds of Mexican heroin.19 

¾	 During 2005, the Louisville Metro Narcotics/Vice Unit seized and/or purchased 

illegal drugs with an estimated street value of more than $55 million.20


Value of Drugs Seized/Purchased, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2005 
Drug Type Estimated Dollar Value 
Marijuana $44,746,000 
Cocaine $6,100,000 
Opiates $2,878,214 
Methamphetamine $1,429,200 
Total $55,153,414 
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¾	 The Louisville Metro Narcotics/Vice Unit seized/purchased more than 22,000 pounds 
of marijuana during 2005.21 

Amount of Drugs Seized and Purchased, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2004-2005 
Drug Type 2004 2005 
Marijuana 15,181 pounds 22,373 pounds 
Marijuana plants 150 plants 406 plants 
Hashish, hash oil, psilocyn 81,631 grams 7,573 grams 
Cocaine 61 kilograms 61 kilograms 
Heroin 6 grams 12 grams 
Opiates 1,666,652 grams/20 du 50,234.28 grams/1,466 du 
Methamphetamine 1,572 grams 14,292 grams 
Other stimulants 20,212 du 96 grams/168 du 
Depressants - 195 du 
Hallucinogens - 6,038 grams 
Steroids 4,994 du 5,099 grams/12 du 
Assorted pills 861 grams/5,854 du 7,932.8 grs./4,897 du/1 ml 

Courts 
¾	 Drug Courts22 

As of November 22, 2006, there were 3 drug courts in Louisville which had been 
operating for more than two years and 1 drug court that was being planned at that 
time. There were no other drug courts in operation or being planned at that time in 
Louisville. 

¾	 Of the 18,072 Louisville/Jefferson County drug cases (felony and misdemeanor) in 
District Court during 2005, 4,085 resulted in a plea of guilty.23 

Drug Case Dispositions, District & Circuit Court, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2005 
Type of Disposition District Court Circuit Court 
Guilty 4,085 3,128 
Not guilty 3 10 
Dismissed 9,779 407 
Bench 1,147 286 
Continued 193 40 
Grand Jury 2,865 -
Total drug cases 18,072 3,871 

Corrections 
¾	 As of January 13, 2005, 21% of the total inmate population in Kentucky was 

convicted in Jefferson County.24 

¾	 During 2005, 2,108 of the Louisville/Jefferson County convicted drug cases resulted 
in jail/probation sentences.25 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 	 5 



Type of Sentence Received for Drug Cases, Louisville/Jefferson County, 2005 
Type of Sentence # of Sentences 
Prison 538 
Jail 862 
Time served 97 
Probation 166 
Fine 1,373 
Fine/prison/probation 345 
Fine/jail/probation 118 
Prison/probation 742 
Jail/probation 2,108 
Fine/prison 60 
Fine/probation 10 
Fine/jail 38 
Total convicted 6,457 

Consequences of Use 
¾	 There were 78 vehicle accidents in Jefferson County during 2004 in which the driver 

was under the influence of drugs.26 

Accidents & Related Consequences Involving DUI of Drugs, Jefferson Co., 2004 
Accidents & Consequences Number of Accidents/Consequences 
Fatal accidents 8 
Injury accidents 27 
Persons killed 9 
Persons injured 45 
Total accidents 78 

¾	 During 2004, there were 56 total drug-related deaths in Jefferson County.27 

Sources 
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, 2005 American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/

2 Ibid. 

3 Louisville Web site: http://www.loukymetro.org/

4 Louisville Mayor’s Office Web site: http://www.louisvilleky.gov/Mayor/

5 Louisville Metro Council Web site: http://www.louisvilleky.gov/MetroCouncil/default.htm

6 Louisville Metro Police Department Web site: http://www.lmpdky.org/

7 Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.jcsoky.org/

8 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Preliminary Semiannual Uniform Crime Report, January-June 2006, 

December 2006: http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/prelim06/index.html

9 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006:

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
10 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Seventeenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 
and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2005, June 2006: 
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/2F16A5BD-C953-4A11-BF49
17121FE4F31B/0/17thAnnualDrugAlcoholandViolentCrimeDatabaseReport.pdf
11 Ibid. 
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12 Ibid. 

13 Drug Enforcement Administration, Kentucky State Factsheet: 

http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/kentucky.html

14 Ibid. 

15 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Seventeenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 

and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2005, June 2006: 

http://www.louisvilleky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/2F16A5BD-C953-4A11-BF49
17121FE4F31B/0/17thAnnualDrugAlcoholandViolentCrimeDatabaseReport.pdf
16 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
17 Louisville Metro Police Department Web site, Narcotics/Vice Section: 
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/MetroPolice/Units+and+Sections/Narcotics+and+Vice.htm
18 Drug Enforcement Administration, Kentucky State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/kentucky.html
19 Ibid. 

20 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Seventeenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 

and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2005, June 2006: 

http://www.louisvilleky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/2F16A5BD-C953-4A11-BF49
17121FE4F31B/0/17thAnnualDrugAlcoholandViolentCrimeDatabaseReport.pdf
21 Ibid. 

22 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of

Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006: 

http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf

23 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Seventeenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 
and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2005, June 2006: 
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/2F16A5BD-C953-4A11-BF49
17121FE4F31B/0/17thAnnualDrugAlcoholandViolentCrimeDatabaseReport.pdf
24 Commonwealth of Kentucky Department of Corrections, Profile of the Inmate Population, 2005: 
http://www.corrections.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/7BB64272-85C2-42FB-AED9
41B0E377E1D1/0/Profile2005.pdf
25 Louisville Metro Police Department, Louisville and Jefferson County Seventeenth Annual Drug, Alcohol, 
and Violent Crime Database Report: January 1 – December 31, 2005, June 2006: 
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/2F16A5BD-C953-4A11-BF49
17121FE4F31B/0/17thAnnualDrugAlcoholandViolentCrimeDatabaseReport.pdf
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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