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Kentucky 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 4,206,0741 
 Race/ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 89.5% white; 7.4% 

black/African American; 0.2% American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.9% Asian; 0.1% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.8% other race; 1.2% two or more races; 
2.0% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Steve Beshear3 
 Lt. Governor: Dan Mongiardo4  
 Attorney General: Jack Conway5 
 Secretary of State: Trey Grayson6 
 U.S. Senate: Jim Bunning (R); Mitch McConnell (R)7 
 U.S. House of Representatives: Edward Whitfield (R); Ron Lewis (R); John A. 

Yarmuth (D); Geoff Davis (R); Harold Rogers (R); Ben Chandler (D)8 
 Capital: Frankfort9 
 Executive Director, Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy: Bill Patrick10 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)11 
Designated in 1998, the Appalachia HIDTA is responsible for counties in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and West Virginia, three of the five states known as the Marijuana Belt. 
The Kentucky counties involved in Appalachia HIDTA efforts are Adair, Bell, 
Breathitt, Clay, Clinton, Cumberland, Floyd, Harlan, Jackson, Knott, Knox, Laurel, 
Lee, Leslie, Letcher, McCreary, Magoffin, Marion, Monroe, Owsley, Perry, Pike, 
Pulaski, Rockcastle, Taylor, Warren, Wayne and Whitley. 

 Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy (ODCP)12 
The mission of ODCP is to reduce drug use, drug related crime and to support 
recovery from drug abuse.  Programs under ODCP include: Champions for a Drug-
Free Kentucky, which promotes the prevention of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs; 
and the Student Drug Testing Advisory Council, which provides parents and 
educators with the means to determine if student drug testing is an appropriate 
response to the drug threat in their schools and communities. 

 Division of Mental Health and Substance Abuse (MHSA)13 
MHSA is responsible for the administration of state and federally funded mental 
health and substance abuse treatment services throughout the Commonwealth. 

 Kentucky Alliance for Drug Endangered Children (KADEC)14 
KADEC was formed to provide education to professionals throughout Kentucky who 
will respond to drug related situations that may involve children. 

 Kentucky All Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting (KASPER)15 
KASPER is Kentucky’s Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP). The KASPER 
system catalogs most of the schedule II-V controlled substance prescriptions written 
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and dispensed within the state, and provides a tool for practitioners, pharmacists and 
law enforcement to improve patient safety and fight the abuse and diversion of 
controlled substance prescription drugs. 
 

Crime and Drug-Related Crime 
 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported 364 drug violation arrests in 

Kentucky during 2007.16 
 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Kentucky, 2003-2007 
Year Drug Arrests 
2003 254 
2004 273 
2005 323 
2006 307 
2007 364 
 

 There were 174 murders reported by law enforcement in Kentucky during 2006.17 
 
Number of Index Offenses Reported by Police, Kentucky, 2005-2006 
Offense 2005 2006 
Murder 191 174 
Rape 1,289 1,292 
Robbery 3,817 3,627 
Aggravated assault 5,685 5,996 
Burglary 25,673 26,521 
Larceny-theft 69,123 70,263 
Auto theft 8,635 8,931 
Arson 919 867 
 

 During 2006, there were 56,376 arrests for drug abuse violations in Kentucky.18 
 
Number of Drug Arrests, Kentucky, 2006 
Drug Type # of Arrests 
Opium/cocaine and derivatives 8,483 
Marijuana 21,020 
Synthetic narcotics 2,035 
Other dangerous non-narcotic drugs 24,838 
Total drug arrests 56,376 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine19 
Powder cocaine is readily available in Kentucky. The price and purity of cocaine has 
remained relatively stable in Kentucky for the past several years. Gram quantities sell 
for $100-$150, ounce quantities sell for $700-$1,200, and kilograms cost $16,000-
$28,000. Cocaine purchased and seized in urban areas of the Commonwealth 
consistently tests in the 40% to 90% purity range. 
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 Heroin20 
The presence of heroin in Kentucky is limited but sources indicate there is a low 
demand for small amounts in some areas of southeastern and northern Kentucky, as 
well as the Louisville area. When encountered, heroin has usually been found in user 
amounts.  

 Marijuana21 
Marijuana is among the most significant drug threats in Kentucky. Tests during 2005 
showed the average THC content of eradicated marijuana in Kentucky was 15% 

 Methamphetamine22 
Methamphetamine remains a serious threat throughout Kentucky and continues to be 
available, especially in the rural areas of the Commonwealth. 

 Club Drugs23 
LSD and Ecstasy are primarily used by teenagers and young adults in cities with 
colleges and universities such as Lexington, Louisville, Richmond and Morehead. 

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals24 
The diversion of hydrocodone and oxycodone products continues to be a problem in 
Kentucky.  

 According to 2004-2005 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), approximately 288,000 (8%) Kentucky citizens (ages 12 or older) reported 
past month use of an illicit drug.25 

 
Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Kentucky, 2004-2005 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 288 8.39% 
Past year marijuana use 338 9.81 
Past month marijuana use 210 6.11 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 137 3.99 
Past year cocaine use 84 2.45 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 207 6.03 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 

 Approximately 1.5 million (42.3%) Kentucky citizens reported that using marijuana 
occasionally (once a month) was a “great risk.”26 

 Additional 2004-2005 NSDUH results indicate that 101,000 (2.94%) Kentucky 
citizens reported illicit drug dependence or abuse within the past year. Approximately 
71,000 (2.07%) reported past year illicit drug dependence.27 

 
Juveniles 

 Among Kentucky high school students surveyed during 2005, approximately 34% 
reported using marijuana at least once in their lifetimes.28  

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Kentucky, 2005 
Drug Type and Use Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use 32.6% 36.0% 34.4% 
Current marijuana use 13.4 18.1 15.8 
Tried marijuana before age 13 6.4 13.4 10.0 
Lifetime cocaine use 6.9 9.7 8.3 
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Current cocaine use 2.4 5.4 3.9 
Lifetime inhalant use 13.0 14.0 13.5 
Lifetime heroin use 1.8 4.4 3.1 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 6.4 8.2 7.3 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 4.0 7.3 5.7 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.4 4.0 2.7 
Lifetime MDMA use 4.4 7.3 5.9 
 

 Approximately 48% of Kentucky high school seniors surveyed in 2005 reported 
lifetime marijuana use.29 

 
Percent of High School Students Using Selected Drugs, by Grade, Kentucky, 2005 
Drug Type and Use 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use 23.0% 33.8% 37.6% 47.5% 
Current marijuana use 11.9 16.3 17.1 19.1 
Tried marijuana before age 13 9.8 12.0 8.9 8.7 
Lifetime cocaine use 5.8 9.4 8.9 9.5 
Current cocaine use 3.2 4.5 3.4 4.5 
Lifetime inhalant use 13.9 16.2 12.0 11.0 
Lifetime heroin use 2.1 4.1 2.6 3.7 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 4.4 8.8 8.5 8.1 
Lifetime steroid use 4.5 7.6 5.7 5.2 
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 1.8 4.1 2.7 2.1 
Lifetime MDMA use 3.6 7.3 5.8 7.5 
 

 According to 2004-2005 NSDUH data, approximately 11% of Kentucky 12-17 year 
olds reported past month use of an illicit drug.30 

 
Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Drug Use, Kentucky, 2004-2005 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 38 11.30% 
Past year marijuana use 44 13.01 
Past month marijuana use 26 7.73 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 21 6.34 
Past year cocaine use 5 1.63 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 33 9.89 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 

 There were 1,064 violations reported in Kentucky schools for the possession/use of 
marijuana or hashish during the 2005-2006 school year.31 

 
Drug Possession/Use Violations, Kentucky Schools, by Drug Type, 2004-2006 
Possession/Use Offense 2004-2005 2005-2006 
Marijuana/hashish 1,164 1,064 
Hallucinogens 3 7 
Amphetamines 10 7 
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Barbiturates 13 6 
Heroin 0 0 
Cocaine/crack 6 6 
Prescription drugs 195 196 
Other 425 304 
 

 There were 117 violations reported in Kentucky schools for the distribution of 
prescription drugs during the 2005-2006 school year.32 

 
Drug Distribution Violations, Kentucky Schools, by Drug Type, 2004-2006 
Distribution Violations 2004-2005 2005-2006 
Marijuana/hashish 112 105 
Hallucinogens 1 0 
Amphetamines 1 11 
Barbiturates 13 9 
Heroin 0 0 
Cocaine/crack 4 2 
Prescription drugs 125 117 
Other 135 144 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2006, there were 10,194 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Kentucky (8,028 officers and 2,166 civilians).33 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Though methamphetamine manufacturing activity in Kentucky has decreased, the 
supply of methamphetamine is supported by an increase in the distribution of ice 
methamphetamine by Mexican drug trafficking organizations.34 

 Far more marijuana is cultivated in Kentucky than the local market can consume. 
Most of the marijuana grown in Kentucky is exported to metropolitan areas in 
Illinois, Ohio, New York, Indiana, Michigan, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia and Washington, DC. 35 

 Several counties in eastern Kentucky lead the nation in terms of grams of narcotic 
pain medications distributed on a per capita basis.36 

 In 2005, the Kentucky Legislature enacted legislation that required Internet 
pharmacies doing business in Kentucky to register with the Kentucky Board of 
Pharmacy; adhere and abide by all rules, regulations, and policies of the Board; made 
it a felony for an individual to distribute drugs shipped to Kentucky unlicensed 
Internet pharmacies; and authorized law enforcement agencies to seize prescription 
drugs ordered from unlicensed, Internet pharmacies. This law significantly reduced 
the fraudulent purchasing of controlled substances from out-of-state Internet 
pharmacies by Kentucky citizens.37 

 The DEA and state and local law enforcement officials in Kentucky reported 261 
methamphetamine laboratory incidents in Kentucky during 2007.38 
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Methamphetamine Laboratory Incidents, Kentucky, 2003-2007 
Year Laboratory Incidents 
2003 486 
2004 576 
2005 573 
2006 343 
2007 261 
 

 Approximately 4,813.8 kilograms of marijuana were seized by Federal agencies in 
Kentucky during 2007.39 

 
Federal Drug Seizures, Kentucky, 2007 
Drug Type Amount Seized 
Cocaine 147.4 kilograms 
Heroin 0.9 kilograms 
Methamphetamine 7.8 kilograms 
Marijuana 4,813.8 kilograms 
Hashish 3.0 kilograms 
MDMA 21,969 dosage units 
 

 During 2006, there more than 550,000 cultivated marijuana plants eradicated in 
Kentucky under the Drug Enforcement Administration’s Domestic Cannabis 
Eradication/Suppression Program.40  

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Kentucky, 2006 

Outdoor Operations Indoor Operations
 

Eradicated 
Plots 

Cultivated 
Plants 

Eradicated 

 
 
Grows Seized 

 
Plants 

Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

6,330 557,628 40 1,128 558,756 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts41 
As of April 16, 2007, there were 48 drug courts in Kentucky that had operating for at 
least two years, 4 that had recently been implemented and 6 that were being planned. 

 During FY 2006, 42.4% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in Kentucky 
committed a drug offense. Approximately one-fourth (25.8) of these drug cases 
involved methamphetamine.42 

 
Federally-Sentenced Drug Offenders, by Drug Type, Kentucky, FY 2006 
Drug Type Number Percent 
Powder cocaine 88 22.0% 
Crack cocaine 81 20.3 
Heroin 8 2.0 
Marijuana 109 27.3 
Methamphetamine 103 25.8 
Other  11 2.8 
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 Of the 4,100 methamphetamine offense cases handled by Kentucky circuit, district 
and juvenile courts during 2006, a total of 1,188 resulted in a conviction.43 

 
Prescription Drug/Methamphetamine Offenses, by Disposition, KY, 2006 
Disposition Prescription Drugs Methamphetamine 
Convicted 2,354 1,188 
Acquitted/dismissed 2,203 854 
Amended 445 747 
Diversion 269 108 
Other 1,475 1,203 
Total 6,746 4,100 
 
Corrections 

 On December 31, 2006, there were 20,000 prisoners in Kentucky.44  
 There were 41,162 adults on probation and 11,867 adults on parole in Kentucky on 

December 31, 2006.45 
 After increasing each year from 2002 and 2005, the number of new commitments to 

the Kentucky Department of Corrections for methamphetamine offenses fell in 
2006.46 

 
Consequences of Use 

 There were 32 children in Kentucky affected by methamphetamine laboratory sites 
during 2007.47 

 There were 197 methadone-related deaths in Kentucky during 2006.48 
 There were 1,351 total collisions in Kentucky during 2006 in which the drivers were 

under the influence of drugs. More than 200 of these collisions involved fatalities.49 
 
Driving Under the Influence of Drugs Consequences, Kentucky, 2006 
Consequence # of Incidents 
Total collisions 1,351 
Fatal collisions 217 
Injury collisions 580 
Number of persons killed 249 
Number of persons injured 978 
 

 The Daniel Boone National Forest continues to suffer from the collateral effects of 
marijuana cultivation. These effects include property damage to natural resources, 
archeological sites and wildlife, including endangered species. Marijuana producers 
have destroyed numerous trees, plants and fauna to clear cultivation sites and to drive 
vehicles to and from marijuana plots.50  

 
Treatment 

 During 2006, there were 23,058 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Kentucky.51 
This is statistically similar to the 20,566 admissions to treatment during 2005.52   
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Admissions to Treatment, Kentucky, 2005-2006 
 2005 2006
Drug Type # % # % 
Alcohol only 4,037 19.6% 4,326 18.8% 
Alcohol with secondary drug 3,066 14.9 3,568 15.5 
Cocaine (smoked) 1,256 6.1 1,709 7.4 
Cocaine (other route) 673 3.3 868 3.8 
Marijuana 3,346 16.3 3,781 16.4 
Heroin 251 1.2 326 1.4 
Other opiates 1,403 6.8 1,979 8.6 
PCP 1 0.0 4 0.0 
Hallucinogens 27 0.1 15 0.1 
Amphetamines 746 3.6 776 3.4 
Other stimulants 15 0.1 30 0.1 
Tranquilizers 394 1.9 495 2.1 
Sedatives 36 0.2 37 0.2 
Inhalants 22 0.1 37 0.1 
Other/none specified 5,293 25.7 5,113 22.2 
Total 20,566 100.0 23,058 100.0 
 

 According to 2004-2005 NSDUH data, approximately 97,000 (2.82%) Kentucky 
citizens reported needing but not receiving treatment for illicit drug use within the 
past year.53  

 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
2 Ibid. 
3 Kentucky Governor Web site: http://governor.ky.gov/
4 Kentucky Lt. Governor Web site: http://ltgovernor.ky.gov/
5 Kentucky Attorney General Web site: http://ag.ky.gov/
6 Kentucky Secretary of State Web site: http://sos.ky.gov/
7 U.S. Senate Web site: http://www.senate.gov/
8 U.S. House of Representatives Web site: http://clerk.house.gov/
9 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
10 Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy Web site: http://odcp.ky.gov/
11 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Appalachia High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 
section: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/appalachia.html
12 Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy Web site: http://odcp.ky.gov/
13 Division of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Web site: http://mhmr.ky.gov/MHSAS/default.asp
14 Kentucky Alliance for Drug Endangered Children Web site: http://www.drugendangeredchild.org/
15 Kentucky Justice & Public Safety Cabinet, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics in the 
Commonwealth 2006: http://justice.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/C1FE8DB9-EB14-40DA-B474-
C9AB12935324/0/2006Sourcebook.pdf
16 Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Kentucky State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/kentucky.html
17 Kentucky State Police, Crime In Kentucky Annual Report: 2006: 
http://www.kentuckystatepolice.org/pdf/cik_2006.pdf
18 Ibid.  
19 Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Kentucky State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/kentucky.html
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http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
28 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System: Youth Online 
Comprehensive Results: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/yrbss/
29 Ibid. 
30 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the 
2004-2005 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2007: 
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
31 Kentucky Justice & Public Safety Cabinet, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics in the 
Commonwealth 2006: http://justice.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/C1FE8DB9-EB14-40DA-B474-
C9AB12935324/0/2006Sourcebook.pdf
32 Ibid. 
33 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2006, September 2007: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
34 Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Kentucky State Factsheet: 
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/kentucky.html
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 Ibid. 
38 Ibid. 
39 Ibid. 
40 Bureau of Justice Statistics, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics Online: 
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/
41 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, April 16, 2007: 
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
42 U.S. Sentencing Commission, Statistical Information Packet: Fiscal Year 2006 State of Kentucky: 
http://www.ussc.gov/JUDPACK/2006/ky06.pdf   
43 Kentucky Justice & Public Safety Cabinet, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics in the 
Commonwealth 2006: http://justice.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/C1FE8DB9-EB14-40DA-B474-
C9AB12935324/0/2006Sourcebook.pdf
44 Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prisoners in 2006, December 2007: http://ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/p06.pdf
45 Bureau of Justice Statistics, Probation and Parole in the United States, 2006, December 2007: 
http://ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/ppus06.pdf
46 Kentucky Justice & Public Safety Cabinet, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics in the 
Commonwealth 2006: http://justice.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/C1FE8DB9-EB14-40DA-B474-
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48 National Drug Intelligence Center, National Drug Threat Assessment 2008, October 2007: 
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49 Kentucky State Police, Traffic Collision Facts, 2006: 
http://www.kentuckystatepolice.org/pdf/KY_Traffic_Collision_Facts_2006.pdf
50 Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Kentucky State Factsheet: 
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51 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 2006 Substance Abuse Treatment 
Admissions, Kentucky (Report accessed on February 20, 2008): 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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