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ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse staff compiled this profile by using the most recent data
available from open sources. The data presented are as accurate as the sources from which they were
drawn. The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare states or
jurisdictions, due to differences in data collection and reporting methods.



Chicaqgo, lllinois

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.

Demographics

>
>

>

Population (2006 American Community Survey): 2,749,283"

Race/Ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 36.5% white; 35.3%
black/African American; 0.2% American Indian/Alaskan Native; 4.9% Asian; 0.0%
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 21.4% other race; 1.6% two or more races;
28.2% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)?

Chicago is located in Cook County.

Politics

>
>

>

Mayor: Richard M. Daley®

Council Members (Wards 1-50, respectively): Manuel Flores; Robert Fioretti; Pat
Dowell; Toni Preckwinkle; Leslie Hairston; Freddrenna Lyle; Sandi Jackson;
Michelle Harris; Anthony Beale; John Pope; James A. Balcer; George A. Cardenas;
Frank J. Olivo; Edward M. Burke; Toni Foulkes; JoAnn Thompson; Latasha Thomas;
Lona Lane; Virginia A. Rugai; Willie Cochran; Howard Brookins Jr.; Ricardo
Munoz; Michael R. Zalewski; Sharon Denise Dixon; Daniel S. Solis; Billy Ocasio;
Walter Burnett, Jr.; Ed H. Smith; Isaac Carothers; Ariel E. Reboyras; Ray Suarez;
Scott Waguespack; Richard F. Mell; Carrie M. Austin; Rey Colon; William J.P.
Banks; Emma Mitts; Thomas R. Allen; Margaret Laurino; Patrick J. O’Connor; Brian
G. Doherty; Brendan Reilly; Vi Daley; Thomas M. Tunney; Patrick J. Levar; Helen
Shiller; Gene Schulter; Mary Ann Smith; Joe Moore; Bernard L. Stone”
Superintendent of Police: Philip J. Cline®

Programs/Initiatives

>

High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)°®
Designated in 1995, the Chicago HIDTA is responsible for Cook, Kendall, Grundy
and Will counties.

Crime and Drug-Related Crime

>

During 2007, there were 443 murders reported in Chicago.’

Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Chicago, 2006-2007

Offense | 2006 2007

Murder 471 443

Criminal sexual assault 1,587 1,593
Robbery 15,953 15,412
Aggravated assault 6,574 6,272
Aggravated battery 11,005 11,142
Burglary 24,311 24,719
Theft 85,232 82,418
Motor vehicle theft 21,798 18,567
Arson 712 705
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> There were 54,053 narcotics violation arrests reported in Chicago during 2007.2

Number of Arrests, Selected Offenses, Chicago, 2006-2007

Offense 2006 2007
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 310 354
Criminal sexual assault 513 507
Robbery 3,201 2,787
Aggravated assault/battery 5,002 4,765
Burglary 2,773 2,716
Larceny theft 13,363 12,858
Motor vehicle theft 5,785 5,132
Arson 101 88
Narcotics violations 56,393 54,053
Driving under the influence 5,418 5,051
Liquor law violations 1,049 1,127
Drugs

» Cocaine

The majority of quantitative and qualitative cocaine indicators suggest that use
remains stable at high levels and that cocaine continues to be a serious drug problem
for Chicago.® According to recent reports from the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s (DEA) Chicago Field Division (CFD), Chicago experienced a
cocaine shortage during the end of the 2nd quarter and throughout the 3rd quarter of
FY 2007. CFD cocaine investigations revealed kilogram prices for cocaine increased
$4,500 to $6,000 during the shortage. During the 1st quarter of FY 2008, the average
purity of cocaine exhibits obtained by DEA in Chicago declined substantially at the
retail level, from 67.7% to 50.3% and at the wholesale level, from 79.9% to 61.8%.°

> Heroin
Heroin from all four source areas (South America, Southeast Asia, Southwest Asia,
and to a lesser extent Mexico) is available in Chicago on a consistent basis from year
to year. Purity levels are lower than typically observed in East Coast markets.™
According to recent National Drug Intelligence Center (NDIC) data, Mexican brown
powder heroin sold for $100/gram, while the price of heroin of unknown type ranged
from $70-$200/gram. On the street, heroin is commonly sold in $10 and $20 units
(bags), though bags for as little as $5 are available.'? The average retail-level heroin
purity in Chicago was reported to be 21.4%, an increase from 14.7% purity reported
in 2006.%

» Marijuana
Marijuana is the most widely available and used illicit drug in Chicago. Hydroponic
marijuana prices in Chicago were $2,000-$4,000/pound and $300/ounce, while prices
for Mexican-produced marijuana were $450-$700/pound. On the street, marijuana
was most often sold in bags for $5-$20 or as blunts.*

» Methamphetamine
Overall, use of methamphetamine remains low in Chicago, though some indicators
have increased slightly, reflecting higher use of methamphetamine in some parts of
the city. A low but stable prevalence of methamphetamine use has been reported for a
number of years in the North Side gay community. Use was more likely among those
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who were older, non—African American or HIV positive.'® According to data from
NDIC during January through June 2007, crystal methamphetamine sold for $8,000-
$16,000/pound, $1,000-$1,500/ounce and $25-$30/one-tenth gram.*°

» Club Drugs

In the Chicago area, MDMA (ecstasy) continues to be the most prominently
identified of the club drugs, and its use appears to have increased among African
Americans, principally those in their teens and twenties. Ecstasy is increasingly
available in street drug markets, though availability varies across the city.’

Juveniles

> Approximately 44% of Chicago high school students surveyed in 2007 reported

lifetime use of marijuana.®®

Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Chicago, 2007

Drug Type and Use

Female

Lifetime marijuana use 42.3% 45.8% 44.0%
Current marijuana use 19.3 24.3 21.7
Lifetime cocaine use 4.6 7.4 5.9
Current cocaine use 1.6 4.6 3.0
Lifetime inhalant use 10.3 8.5 9.6
Lifetime heroin use 2.2 4.7 3.7
Lifetime methamphetamine use 2.5 7.1 4.7
Lifetime ecstasy use 5.8 6.5 6.4
Lifetime illegal steroid use 2.3 5.6 4.0
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.9 2.9 2.4
Tried marijuana before age 13 10.9 15.0 13.0

» More than 50% of Chicago 12th graders surveyed in 2007 reported using marijuana at

least once during their lifetime.*®

Percent of High School Students Using Drugs, by Grade, Chicago, 2007

Drug Type and Use oth | 10th 11th 12th
Lifetime marijuana use 42.5% 41.7% 40.2% 52.5%
Current marijuana use 26.2 23.0 15.9 18.4
Lifetime cocaine use 3.6 6.5 5.3 8.1
Current cocaine use 2.7 2.9 3.2 3.3
Lifetime inhalant use 11.6 11.3 7.7 6.5
Lifetime heroin use 4.3 4.3 2.6 2.3
Lifetime methamphetamine use 5.2 5.2 3.6 4.2
Lifetime ecstasy use 6.2 8.5 4.4 5.1
Lifetime illegal steroid use 3.8 4.4 4.0 3.0
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.7 3.1 1.9 3.0
Tried marijuana before age 13 21.2 9.5 9.2 9.2
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Enforcement
» As of October 31, 2007, there were 14,736 full-time law enforcement employees in
Chicago (13,671 officers and 1,065 civilians).?

Trafficking and Seizures

» Chicago is the major transportation hub and distribution center for illegal drugs
throughout the Midwest due to its geographic location and multi-faceted
transportation infrastructure. Commercial trucks, passenger vehicles, package
delivery services, air packages or couriers and railways are the most common means
traffickers use to transport drugs into Chicago.**

» Chicago-based street gangs such as the Gangster Disciples, Vice Lords and Latin
Kings control the distribution and retail sale of cocaine, heroin and marijuana.??

» Chicago's status as a major financial center presents opportunities for laundering the
vast sums of money that are generated from the trafficking of drugs.?®

Courts

» Drug Courts*
As of August 11, 2008, there were 4 drug courts in Chicago that had been operating
for at least four years. There were no other drug courts in existence or being planned
in Chicago at that time.

Consequences of Use

» Preliminary unweighted data from the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) for
2006 indicate that 8,970 of the total emergency department (ED) reports were related
to cocaine.”

Drug Reports (Unweighted) in EDs, Selected Drugs, Chicago, 2006

Drug Type Number of ED Reports
Cocaine 8,970
Heroin 6,753
Alcohol 6,445
Marijuana 3,100
MDMA 135
PCP 84
Methamphetamine 55
Amphetamine 83
Inhalants 36
Hallucinogens 30
GHB 20
LSD 14

» Among 525 injection drug users who responded to a recent survey, 6% reported being
HIV-positive; however, 32% were unaware of their HIV status.?®

» There were 319 overdose deaths related to the use of fentanyl during 2006. Seven
such deaths were reported from January through March 2007.%
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Treatment
> During FY 2006, there were 26,889 patients served in publicly funded treatment
programs in Chicago in which heroin was the primary drug of abuse.”®

Patients Served by Primary Drug of Abuse, Chicago, FY 2006

Drug Type Number of Patients
Cocaine 17,764
Heroin 26,889

Other opioids 788
Marijuana 9,192
Methamphetamine 139
Alcohol 12,894

Total 70,065
Sources

; U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey Profile: http://factfinder.census.gov/

Ibid.
® Chicago Web site: http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/home.do
* Chicago Ward & Alderman List Web site:
http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalProgramAction.do?programld=536879154&channelld=-
536879035&topChannelName=Government
> Chicago Police Department Web site: https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath
® Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Chicago High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area section:
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/chicago.html
" Chicago Police Department, Index Crime Summary, January-December 2007:
https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ChicagoPolice/Publisher/NewsRoom/Dec07CS.pdf
& Chicago Police Department, 2007 Annual Report:
https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath/News/Statistical%20Reports/Annual %20Repo
rts/2007%20Annual%20Reports/2007_CPD_AnnualReport.pdf
° National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse Volume 2: Proceedings of the
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2007: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
19 brug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Illinois State Factsheet:
Plttp://www.dea.qov/pubs/states/iIIinois.htmI

Ibid.
12 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse Volume 2: Proceedings of the
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2007: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
13 National Drug Intelligence Center Chicago High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Drug Market Analysis
2008, April 2008: http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs27/27490/27490p.pdf
 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse Volume 2: Proceedings of the
gommunity Epidemiology Work Group, June 2007: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf

Ibid.
16 National Drug Intelligence Center, 2008 National Methamphetamine Threat Assessment, December 2007
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs26/26594/26594p.pdf
7 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse Volume 2: Proceedings of the
Community Epidemiology Work Group, June 2007: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
18 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System, Youth Online:
%omprehensive Results: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/yrbss/

Ibid.
%0 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2007, September 2008:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2007/
% Drug Enforcement Administration, 2008 Illinois State Factsheet:
tatp://www.dea.qov/pubs/states/iIIinois.htmI

Ibid.
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http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/home.do
http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalProgramAction.do?programId=536879154&channelId=-536879035&topChannelName=Government
http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalProgramAction.do?programId=536879154&channelId=-536879035&topChannelName=Government
https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/chicago.html
https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ChicagoPolice/Publisher/NewsRoom/Dec07CS.pdf
https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath/News/Statistical%20Reports/Annual%20Reports/2007%20Annual%20Reports/2007_CPD_AnnualReport.pdf
https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath/News/Statistical%20Reports/Annual%20Reports/2007%20Annual%20Reports/2007_CPD_AnnualReport.pdf
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/illinois.html
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs27/27490/27490p.pdf
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs26/26594/26594p.pdf
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/yrbss/
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2007/
http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/illinois.html

% Ibid.

2 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of

Drug Court Activity by State and County, August 11, 2008:

http://www.spa.american.edu/justice/documents/2416.pdf

% National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse Volume 2: Proceedings of the

2(éommunity Epidemiology Work Group, June 2007: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol2_607.pdf
Ibid.

*" 1bid.

% Ibid.
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug
issues, please contact:

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20849-6000

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html

