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Des Moines, Iowa 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics1

 Population (2000 Census): 198,682  
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 79.6% white; 8.0% black/African American; 0.3% 

American Indian/Native Alaskan; 3.5% Asian; 0.0% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific 
Islander; 0.2% some other race; 1.8% two or more races; 6.6% Hispanic or Latino 
(of any race) 

 The city of Des Moines is located in Polk County. 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Frank Cownie2  
 City Council (Wards 1-4, respectively): Tom Vlassis, Bob Mahaffey, 

Christine Hensley, Archie Brooks (Members At Large: Chris Coleman and 
Michael Kiernan)3 

 City Manager: Richard Clark4 
 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)5 
The Midwest HIDTA was designated in 1996 and includes counties from the States 
of Iowa (included in 1997), Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South 
Dakota. The counties in Iowa that are part of the HIDTA include Muscatine, Polk, 
Pottawattamie, Scott, Marshall, Black Hawk, Appanoose, Woodbury, and Linn 
counties. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2004, Des Moines Police Department Vice and Narcotics Control Section 
efforts resulted in 1,065 drug charges.6 

 During 2004, there were 5 total arrests for murder reported by the Des Moines Police 
Department.7 

 
Number of Arrests for Index Offenses, Des Moines, 2004 
Offense Juveniles Total All Ages 
Murder 0 5 
Forcible rape 0 0 
Aggravated assault 18 292 
Robbery 11 76 
Burglary 30 149 
Larceny 108 780 
Motor vehicle theft 8 28 
Arson 1 6 
Total – all offenses 410 4,921 
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 There were 691 arrests for drug abuse violations in Des Moines during 2004.8 

 
Number of Drug Arrests, Des Moines, 2004 
Offense Juveniles Total All Ages 
Drug abuse violations 80 691 
Drug equipment violations 6 94 
 

 Data from 2003 indicate that 48.7% of Des Moines adult male arrestees tested 
positive for marijuana at arrest.9 

 
Percent of Adult Arrestees Testing Positive for Drugs, Des Moines, 2003 
 Males Females 
Cocaine 12.1% 17.5% 
Opiates 2.8 4.2 
Marijuana 48.7 39.2 
Methamphetamine 27.9 23.3 
Any drug 68.7 63.6 
Multiple drugs 22.1 19.5 
 

 Additional Des Moines arrestee drug use data for 2003 indicate that 53.5% of the 
adult male arrestees used marijuana within the past year. Among those reporting past 
year marijuana use, the drug was used an average of 9.0 days within the past month.10 

 
Past Drug Use, Adult Male Arrestees, Des Moines, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari-
juana 

 
Meth. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 5.6% 3.7% 36.6% 21.6% 1.1% 
Past 30 days 6.3% 4.0% 44.9% 25.8% 1.3% 
Past year 10.1% 8.9% 53.5% 31.1% 2.6% 
Average # of days in month 4.5 days 3.3 days 9.0 days 8.6 days 4.1 days 
 

 During 2003, 50.4% of adult female arrestees in Des Moines reported past year use of 
marijuana. Among the female arrestees who reported past year use of marijuana, the 
average number of days the substance was used in the past month was 7.2 days 11 

 
Past Drug Use, Adult Female Arrestees, Des Moines, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari-
juana 

 
Meth. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 12.0% 0.8% 36.0% 16.8% 1.6% 
Past 30 days 12.0% 1.6% 44.8% 20.0% 1.6% 
Past year 15.0% 3.9% 50.4% 28.3% 2.4% 
Average # of days in month 9.8 days 2.1 days 7.2 days 10.2 days 7.7 days 
 
Enforcement 
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 As of October 2004, there were 473 law enforcement employees in Des Moines (364 
officers and 109 civilians).12 

 Vice and Narcotics Control Section (NCS), Des Moines Police Department13 
NCS is the largest and most productive narcotics control organizations in the state of 
Iowa. The section includes the following units: Narcotics Control Units, Vice Control 
Unit, Vice Coordinator, Neighborhood Area Resource Coordinating (NARC) Team, 
and the Strategic Anti-Felony Team (SAF-T). The section is comprised of officers 
who are experts in drug identification, apprehension, and surveillance.  

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 During 2004, the Des Moines Police Department Vice and Narcotics Control Section 
seized 13 methamphetamine labs.14 
 

Amount of Drugs Seized, Des Moines, 2003-2004 
Drug Type 2003 2004 
Cocaine (grams) 4,139 937 
Methamphetamine (grams)  13,165 9,745 
Marijuana (grams) 102,891 256,569 
Mushrooms (grams) 39 108 
Methamphetamine labs 29 13 
Value of drugs seized $2,068,070 $2,496,339.02 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts15 
As of September 29, 2005, there were 3 drug courts in existence or being planned in 
Des Moines. One drug court had been operating for more than 2 years, 1 was recently 
implemented, and another 1 was being planned at that time. 

 According to a report on the Polk County adult drug court, of the 124 drug court 
clients in the study population, 44% graduated.16 

 Drug court graduates who entered the program on felonies had lower recidivism rates 
when compared to program failures, referrals (did not enter the program), and the 
pilot group (did not enter the program) in the study.17 

 The total corrections system costs for drug court clients was less than the comparison 
groups. This difference was even more pronounced with felony drug court clients due 
to reduced imprisonment costs.18 

 
Treatment 

 Approximately 32.3% of Des Moines adult male arrestees interviewed during 2003 
reported receiving inpatient/residential treatment at some point in their lives.19 

 
Percent of Adult Arrestees Reporting Past Drug Treatment, Des Moines, 2003 
 Male Female
Type of Treatment Ever Past Year Ever Past Year 
Outpatient 31.0% 8.3% 33.1% 7.9% 
Inpatient/Residential 32.3 5.6 37.8 4.7 
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 During 2001, there were 3,859 drug/alcohol treatment admissions in Polk County.20 
 
Number of Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions, Polk County, 1999-2001 

1999 2000 2001 
3,665 3,599 3,859 

 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov/
2 Des Moines’ Mayor and City Council Web site: http://www.dmgov.org/mayor_council/index.htm  
3 Ibid. 
4 Des Moines’ City Manager Web site: http://www.dmgov.org/departments/CMO/CMOIndex.htm  
5 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Midwest High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Web site: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_midw.html
6 Des Moines Police Department Vice and Narcotics Section Web site: http://www.dmpd.info/DMPD/
7 Iowa Department of Public Safety, 2004 Annual Crime Report: 
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/documents_repository/DPS/2004/iacrime/iacrime.htm  
8 Ibid. 
9 National Institute of Justice, Drug and Alcohol Use and Related Matters Among Arrestees, 2003, 2004: 
http://www.ncjrs.gov/nij/adam/ADAM2003.pdf  
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2004, October 2005: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius_04/  
13 Des Moines Police Department Vice and Narcotics Section Web site: http://www.dmpd.info/DMPD/
14 Des Moines Police Department Vice and Narcotics Section Web site: http://www.dmpd.info/DMPD/  
15 Bureau of Justice Assistance Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, September 29, 2005: 
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
16 Iowa Department of Human Rights, Final Report on the Polk County Adult Drug Court Executive 
Summary and Summary of Findings, January 2001: 
http://www.state.ia.us/government/dhr/cjjp/pdfs/execsummary.pdf
17 Ibid. 
18 Ibid. 
19 National Institute of Justice, Drug and Alcohol Use and Related Matters Among Arrestees, 2003, 2004: 
http://www.ncjrs.gov/nij/adam/ADAM2003.pdf  
20 Ibid. 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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