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Georgia 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 9,363,9411 
 Race/ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 62.1% white; 29.8% 

black/African American; 0.2% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.7% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 3.8% other race; 1.3% two or more races; 
7.4% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Sonny Perdue3 
 Lt. Governor: Casey Cagle4 
 Attorney General: Thurbert E. Baker5  
 Secretary of State: Karen C. Handel6 
 U.S. Senate: Saxby Chambliss (R), Johnny Isakson (R)7 
 U.S. Representatives (Districts 1-13, respectively): Jack Kingston (R); Sanford D. 

Bishop Jr. (D); Lynn A. Westmoreland (R); Henry C. Johnson Jr. (D); John Lewis 
(D); Tom Price (R); John Linder (R); Jim Marshall (D); Nathan Deal (R); Paul C. 
Broun (R); Phil Gingrey (R); John Barrow (D); David Scott (D)8 

 Capital: Atlanta9 
 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)10 
Designated in 1995, the Atlanta HIDTA serves the city of Atlanta, Fulton and DeKalb 
Counties and the Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport. 

 Georgia Alliance for Drug Endangered Children (DEC)11 
This program works collaboratively to: prevent abuse to children caused by the 
manufacture, distribution, sale and use of drugs; and rescue, defend, shelter and 
support children who suffer physical and psychological harm caused by 
methamphetamine, alcohol and other drugs. 

 Georgia Meth Watch12 
The goal of this program is to reduce the supply of and demand for methamphetamine 
in Georgia through a partnership between retailers, law enforcement and the 
community. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2006, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported 518 arrests for 
drug violations in Georgia.13 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Georgia, 2002-2006 
Year Number of Arrests 
2002 616 
2003 411 
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2004 499 
2005 550 
2006 518 
 

 During 2006, there were 601 homicides reported to law enforcement in Georgia. Law 
enforcement reported 437 homicide arrests in the state during 2006.14 

 
Number of Index Offenses Reported and Index Offense Arrests, Georgia, 2006 
Offense Offenses Reported Arrests 
Murder 601 437 
Rape 1,992 405 
Robbery 14,753 3,181 
Aggravated assault 23,841 11,796 
Burglary 78,578 7,566 
Larceny 214,934 29,407 
Motor vehicle theft 40,817 3,137 
Total index offenses 375,516 55,929 
 

 There were 2,704 juvenile arrests for marijuana possession in Georgia during 2006.15 
 
Number of Juvenile Drug Arrests, Georgia, 2006 
Drug Type Sale/Manufacturing Possession 
Opium/cocaine and their derivatives 223 543 
Marijuana 487 2,704 
Synthetic narcotics 36 96 
Other dangerous non-narcotic drugs 150 138 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine16 
Cocaine and crack cocaine continue to be among the most widely available drugs 
throughout Georgia. Bulk quantities of powder cocaine are usually transported into 
the state and then converted into crack by the local wholesaler or retailer. 

 Heroin17 
There are regions of Georgia where heroin abuse appears to be climbing.  

 Marijuana18 
Marijuana is the most commonly abused drug in Georgia and is readily available 
throughout the state. Mexico and the southwest border are the most common sources 
of marijuana imported and distributed in Georgia. 

 Methamphetamine19 
Clandestine laboratories involved in the production of methamphetamine have 
declined in Georgia since legislation was enacted in 2005 to restrict the sale of over-
the-counter products containing pseudoephedrine, one of the essential chemicals used 
in the production of methamphetamine. 
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 Club Drugs20 
MDMA, GHB and ketamine continue to be popular and remain readily available in 
and around populations of young people, such as gyms and college campuses 
throughout the state.  

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals21 
Diverted pharmaceutical controlled substances are widely available with Xanax® 
(alprazolam), Valium® (diazepam), Dilaudid® (hydromorphone), Demerol® 
(meperidine), and Percodan® (oxycodone) being the most sought after. Current 
investigations indicate that diversion of hydrocodone products (such as Vicodin®), 
OxyContin® and pseudoephedrine continues to be a problem in Georgia.  

 According to 2004-2005 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), approximately 539,000 (8%) Georgia citizens (ages 12 or older) reported 
past month use of an illicit drug.22 

 
Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Georgia, 2004-2005 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 539 7.52% 
Past year marijuana use 689 9.61 
Past month marijuana use 404 5.63 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 228 3.18 
Past year cocaine use 131 1.82 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 308 4.30 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 

 Approximately 3 million (43.1%) Georgia citizens reported that using marijuana 
occasionally (once a month) was a “great risk”.23 

 Additional 2004-2005 NSDUH results indicate that 195,000 (2.71%) Georgia citizens 
reported illicit drug dependence or abuse within the past year. Approximately 
134,000 (1.87%) reported past year illicit drug dependence.24 

 
Juveniles 

 According to 2004-2005 NSDUH data, approximately 68,000 (9%) Georgia 12-17 
year olds reported past month use of an illicit drug.25 

 
Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Drug Use, Georgia, 2004-2005 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 68 8.81% 
Past year marijuana use 94 12.12 
Past month marijuana use 47 6.07 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 34 4.37 
Past year cocaine use 10 1.27 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 49 6.28 
* The number of users is in thousands 
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 Approximately 39% of the Georgia high school students surveyed in 2005 reported 
trying marijuana at least once in their lifetime.26 

 
Percent of High School Students Using Drugs, Georgia, 2005 
Drug Type and Use Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use  36.9% 40.4% 38.7% 
Current marijuana use  17.4 20.3 18.9 
Lifetime cocaine use 7.1 9.6 8.3 
Current cocaine use 2.4 3.7 3.0 
Lifetime inhalant use 16.9 12.8 14.9 
Lifetime heroin use  4.2 4.4 4.3 
Lifetime methamphetamine use  6.6 6.2 6.4 
Lifetime ecstasy use 4.4 6.2 5.3 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 3.4 4.5 4.0 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.7 1.8 1.7 
Tried marijuana before age 13 5.0 11.2 8.2 
 

 Approximately 15% of Georgia 12th graders surveyed in 2005 reported using cocaine 
at least once during their lifetime.27 

 
Percent of High School Students Using Drugs, by Grade, Georgia, 2005 
Drug Type and Use 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use  30.2% 36.5% 45.5% 49.2% 
Current marijuana use  15.7 18.8 22.7 19.9 
Lifetime cocaine use 5.0 10.0 5.2 15.1 
Current cocaine use 2.0 4.5 2.6 2.9 
Lifetime inhalant use 15.1 13.5 10.8 20.7 
Lifetime heroin use  1.5 2.7 1.8 13.3 
Lifetime methamphetamine use  4.3 6.5 6.1 10.2 
Lifetime ecstasy use 4.5 6.0 5.3 5.1 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 2.9 6.5 3.0 2.9 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.1 2.7 1.6 1.6 
Tried marijuana before age 13 9.6 7.5 6.7 7.9 
 
Enforcement 

 The Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) Drug Enforcement Investigative Division 
consists of 3 Regional Drug Enforcement Offices and 13 multi-jurisdictional task 
forces.28 

 As of October 2006, there were 30,854 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Georgia (22,162 officers and 8,692 civilians).29 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Georgia is both a final destination point for drug shipments and a smuggling corridor 
for drugs transported along the East Coast. Georgia is strategically located on the I-95 
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corridor between New York City and Miami. This corridor contains key wholesale-
level drug distribution centers and major drug importation hubs on the East Coast.30 

 The Hispanic population growth has been aided by an influx of undocumented 
immigrants, mostly from Mexico. Intelligence currently indicates that as the Mexican 
immigrant community has grown, so too has the presence of Mexican traffickers.31 

 More than 1,100 kilograms of cocaine were seized by Federal agencies in Georgia 
during 2006.32 

 
Amount of Federal Drug Seizures, Georgia, 2006 
Drug Type Amount Seized 
Cocaine 1,102.1 kilograms 
Heroin 11.6 kilograms 
Methamphetamine 209.5 kilograms/30 dosage units 
Marijuana 1,558.8 kilograms 
MDMA 4,298 dosage units 
 

 During 2006, there were 156 methamphetamine laboratories incidents in Georgia 
reported by the DEA and state and local authorities.33  

 
Number of Methamphetamine Laboratory Incidents, Georgia, 2002-2006 
Year Laboratory Incidents 
2002 131 
2003 226 
2004 175 
2005 131 
2006 156 
 

 During 2006, more than 66,000 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated in 
Georgia as part of the DEA's Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program.34  

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Georgia, 2006 

Outdoor Operations Indoor Operations
 

Eradicated 
Plots 

Cultivated 
Plants 

Eradicated 

 
 
Grows Seized 

 
Plants 

Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

414 64,995 8 1,610 66,605 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts35 
As of April 16, 2007, there were 58 drug courts in existence or being planned in 
Georgia. Thirty-one drug courts had been operating for more than two years, 13 were 
recently implemented and another 14 were being planned at that time. 

 During FY 2006, 27.1% of the Federally sentenced defendants in Georgia had 
committed a drug offense. Approximately 32% of the drug offenses involved 
methamphetamine.36 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 6



Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Cases, Georgia, FY 2006 
Drug Type Involved Offenses % of Total 
Powder cocaine  90 19.3% 
Crack cocaine  142 30.4 
Heroin 18 3.9 
Marijuana 59 12.6 
Methamphetamine 147 31.5 
Other 11 2.4 
 
Corrections 

 On October 30, 2007, there were 227,510 offenders within the Georgia Department of 
Corrections (150,463 probationers, 54,565 prisoners and 22,482 parolees).37 

 On October 3, 2007, approximately 18% of the Georgia inmates had drug offenses as 
their primary offense.38 

 
Primary Offense of Inmates, Georgia, October 3, 2007 
Offense Category Number % of Total 
Violent 22,315 43.68% 
Sex crimes 7,204 14.10 
Property 10,077 19.73 
Drug 8,977 17.57 
Habit/DUI 153 0.30 
Other 2,361 4.62 
Total reported 51,087 100.00 
 

 Approximately 5% of the active inmate population of the Georgia Department of 
Corrections were incarcerated for cocaine possession (as their most serious offense), 
on October 3, 2007.39 

 
Drug Offenders, by Most Serious Offense, Selected Offenses, Georgia, October 3, 2007 
Most Serious Offense Number Percent of Total 
Conspiracy to traffic controlled substance 8 0.02% 
Illegal attempt to obtain drugs 20 0.04 
Manufacturing methamphetamine 28-199 grams 38 0.07 
Manufacturing meth. 200-399 grams 2 0.01 
Manufacturing meth. unspecified amount 212 0.41 
Miscellaneous drug trafficking 118 0.23 
Possession depressant, stimulant, cntrf. drug 99 0.19 
Possession drug-related material 26 0.05 
Possession cocaine 2,730 5.34 
Possession LSD 2 0.01 
Possession marijuana 371 0.73 
Possession methamphetamine 1,100 2.15 
Possession narcotics/opiates 73 0.14 
Sale/distribution controlled substance – public 101 0.20 
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Sale/distribution controlled substance – school 53 0.10 
Sale/distribution cocaine 1,705 3.34 
Sale/distribution depress., stim., cntrf. drug 52 0.10 
Sale/distribution marijuana 319 0.62 
Sale/distribution narcotics/opiates 41 0.08 
Trafficking amphetamine 28-199 grams 4 0.01 
Trafficking amphetamine 200-399 grams 1 0.01 
Trafficking amphetamine 400+ grams 4 0.01 
Trafficking cocaine less than 200 grams 553 1.08 
Trafficking cocaine 201-400 grams 99 0.19 
Trafficking cocaine 401+ grams 158 0.31 
Trafficking marijuana 10-2,000 pounds 54 0.11 
Trafficking marijuana 2,001-10,000 pounds 5 0.01 
Trafficking methamphetamine 28-199 grams 343 0.67 
Trafficking methamphetamine 200-399 grams 67 0.13 
Trafficking methamphetamine 400+ grams 85 0.17 
Trafficking meth. unspecified amount 193 0.38 
Trafficking narcotics <14 grams 8 0.02 
Trafficking narcotics 15-28 grams 4 0.01 
Trafficking narcotics 29+ grams 5 0.01 
Violation of Georgia controlled substances act 22 0.04 
Violation of substances act, attempted 24 0.05 
 

 On October 3, 2007, approximately 21% of the active inmate population of the 
Georgia Department of Corrections reported a drug abuse problem. An additional, 
15% of inmates reported both a drug and alcohol abuse problem.40 

 On October 4, 2007, drug related offenses accounted for the most common offense 
among Georgia’s active probationers. Approximately 37% of all probationers had 
drug offenses as their primary offense.41 

 
Primary Offense of Probationers, Georgia, October 4, 2007 
Offense Category Number % of Total 
Violent 22,609 15.63% 
Sex crimes 6,671 4.61 
Property 49,812 34.44 
Drug 52,977 36.62 
Habit/DUI 1,555 1.08 
Other 11,024 7.62 
Total reported 144,648 100.00 
 
Consequences of Use 

 According to the El Paso Intelligence Center, there were 29 children in Georgia 
affected by methamphetamine laboratories during 2005.42 
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Treatment 
 During 2005, there were 44,890 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Georgia.43 

There were 31,239 admissions during 2004.44 In 2003, there were 36,236 admissions 
to drug/alcohol treatment in the state.45 

 
Number of Admissions to Treatment, Georgia, 2003-2005 
 2003 2004 2005
Drug Type # % # % # % 
Alcohol only 8,839 24.4% 6,891 22.1% 9,427 21.0% 
Alcohol with secondary drug 4,842 13.4 4,272 13.7 6,394 14.2 
Cocaine (smoked) 6,113 16.9 5,739 18.4 8,545 19.0 
Cocaine (other route) 2,463 6.8 1,811 5.8 2,733 6.1 
Marijuana 5,446 15.0 4,946 15.8 6,918 15.4 
Heroin 693 1.9 566 1.8 661 1.5 
Other opiates 982 2.7 812 2.6 2,179 4.9 
PCP 10 0.0 2 0.0 3 0.0 
Hallucinogens 21 0.1 20 0.1 36 0.1 
Amphetamines 2,820 7.8 2,887 9.2 5,685 12.7 
Other stimulants 20 0.1 20 0.1 16 0.0 
Tranquilizers 370 1.0 298 1.0 530 1.2 
Sedatives 47 0.1 40 0.1 56 0.1 
Inhalants 38 0.1 31 0.1 44 0.1 
Other unknown 3,532 9.7 2,904 9.3 1,663 3.7 
Total 36,236 100.0 31,239 100.0 44,890 100.0 
 

 According to 2004-2005 NSDUH data, approximately 175,000 (2.43%) Georgia 
citizens reported needing but not receiving treatment for illicit drug use within the 
past year.46  

 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site, American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
2 Ibid. 
3 Georgia Governor Web site: http://gov.state.ga.us/
4 Georgia Lt. Governor Web site: http://ltgov.georgia.gov  
5 Georgia Attorney General Web site: http://www.ganet.org/ago/
6 Georgia Secretary of State Web site: http://www.sos.state.ga.us  
7 U.S. Senate Web site: http://www.senate.gov
8 U.S. House of Representatives Web site: http://clerk.house.gov/
9 City of Atlanta Web site: http://www.atlantaga.gov/
10 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Atlanta High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area section: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/atlanta.html  
11 Georgia Alliance for Drug Endangered Children Web site: http://www.georgiadec.org/  
12 Georgia Meth Watch Program Web site: http://www.gameth.com/  
13 Drug Enforcement Administration, Georgia State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/georgia.html
14 Georgia Bureau of Investigation, 2006 Crime Statistics Summary Report: 
http://gbi.georgia.gov/vgn/images/portal/cit_1210/12/38/901216612006%20Crime%20Summary%20Repor
t.pdf
15 Ibid. 
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http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k5State/toc.htm
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26 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System, Youth Online: 
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29 Georgia Bureau of Investigation, 2006 Summary Report: Uniform Crime Reporting Program: 
http://www.state.ga.us/gbi/2006ucrtoc.html
30 Drug Enforcement Administration, Georgia State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/georgia.html
31 Ibid. 
32 Ibid. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Bureau of Justice Statistics, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics Online: 
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/
35 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, April 16, 2007:  
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
36 U.S. Sentencing Commission, FY 2006 Federal Sentencing Statistics, Georgia: 
http://www.ussc.gov/JUDPACK/2006/ga06.pdf  
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40 Ibid. 
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43 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Treatment Data, Georgia, 2005: 
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/GA05.htm  
44 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Treatment Data, Georgia, 2004: 
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/GA04.htm
45 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Treatment Data, Georgia, 2003: 
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/GA03.htm
46 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the 
2004-2005 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health, February 2007: 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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