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Tampa, Florida 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 312,8551 
 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 62.7% white; 28.6% black/African 

American; 0.7% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.5% Asian; 0.3% Native 
Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 3.6% some other race; 1.5% two or more races; 21.3% 
Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race)2 

 Tampa is located in Hillsborough County.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Pam Iorio4 
 City Council members (District): Olivia "Libby" Wilson (1 – member at-large); Charles 

Fletcher (2 – member at-large); Linda Saul-Sena (3 – member at-large); John Dingfelder 
(4); Frank Reddick (5); Mary Alvarez (6); Shawn Harrison (7)5 

 Chief of Police: Stephen Hogue6 
 Hillsborough County Sheriff: David Gee7 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)8 
Designated in 1998, the Central Florida HIDTA is responsible for Volusia, Seminole, 
Orange, Osceola, Polk, Hillsborough, and Pinellas counties. 

 Executive Office for Weed and Seed9 
The Sulpher Springs area of Tampa has been designated an official Weed and Seed site.  
The Weed and Seed initiative aims to prevent, control and reduce violent crime, drug 
abuse and gang activity. 

 Drugs Don’t Work10 
The Drugs Don’t Work program, run through the Greater Tampa Chamber of 
Commerce, is designed to create a drug-free workplace in local organizations. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 From January through July 2006, the Tampa Police Department reported 15 murders.11 
During full year 2005, there were 20 murders reported to police.12 

 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Tampa, 2004-July 2006 
Offense Full Year 2004 Full Year 2005 Jan.-July 2006 
Murder 27 20 15 
Rape 205 221 74 
Robbery 1,365 2,723 579 
Aggravated assault 2,850 2,723 1,731 
Burglary 5,630 4,782 2,247 
Larceny 16,423 13,594 5,439 
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Vehicle theft 4,043 2,922 1,260 
 

 From January through July 2005, the Tampa Police Department reported 4,166 
drug/narcotic offenses.13 

 
Number of Drug Offenses Known to Police, Tampa, 2004-2005 
Offense 2004 2005 
Drugs/narcotics 6,425 7,186 
Drugs/equipment 196 339 
 

 During 2005, the Tampa Police Department made 9,193 arrests for drug violations.14 
This is up from 2004, when the Department made 7,515 drug arrests.15  

 
Number of Arrests, Select Offenses, Tampa, 2004-2005 
Offense 2004 2005 
Murder 21 11 
Forcible sex offense 104 113 
Robbery 408 415 
Aggravated assault 1,629 1,773 
Burglary 804 962 
Larceny-theft 2,581 2,555 
Motor vehicle theft 657 481 
Drugs/Narcotics 7,515 9,193 
 
Drugs 

 Methamphetamine16 
Methamphetamine remains a large problem and is the primary drug of concern in 
Central Florida and its abuse continues to increase throughout central Florida. 

 Club Drugs17 
Central Florida's rave scene, nightclubs and tourist atmosphere provide a constant 
market for MDMA and MDMA continues to grow in popularity with high school and 
college age individuals.  

 
Juveniles  

 The mean (average) age when Hillsborough County middle school students surveyed in 
2006 first used marijuana was at approximately 12 years of age. Among Hillsborough 
County high school students surveyed in 2006, the average age of first marijuana use 
was at approximately 14 years of age.18 

 
Mean Age (in Years) of First Substance Use, Hillsborough County, 2006 
 Middle School High School Total 
More than a sip or two of alcohol 11.3 13.3 12.6 
Drinking at least once a month 12.2 14.8 14.3 
Cigarettes 11.2 12.7 12.3 
Marijuana 12.1 13.9 13.5 
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 Approximately 20% of Hillsborough County middle school students and 37% of high 

school students surveyed in 2006 reported using any illicit drug in their lifetime.19 
 
Students Reporting Lifetime Use of Selected Drugs, Hillsborough County, 2004-2006 
 Middle School High School 
Drug Type 2004 2006 2004 2006 
Marijuana 11.2% 9.0% 38.4% 29.5% 
Inhalants 15.4 12.7 11.8 13.4 
Ecstasy 2.0 1.4 7.5 4.7 
Rohypnol 1.2 0.5 1.0 1.7 
GHB 0.6 1.0 1.5 1.0 
Ketamine 0.7 0.3 1.5 1.3 
LSD/PCP 1.7 0.5 4.1 2.4 
Hallucinogenic mushrooms 2.1 1.9 7.4 5.8 
Cocaine 2.5 0.8 6.6 4.6 
Crack cocaine 2.2 0.8 2.4 1.5 
Methamphetamine 2.0 1.2 3.3 2.4 
Depressants 2.6 1.7 14.1 8.5 
Heroin 1.2 0.6 0.3 0.5 
Prescription pain relievers 4.6 3.1 12.2 10.5 
Steroids w/o prescription 1.2 0.5 1.4 1.3 
Amphetamines 2.8 1.1 7.1 5.9 
Any illicit drug 22.2 19.5 44.1 36.6 
Any drug other than marij. 17.2 14.5 23.4 20.9 
 

 Approximately 15% of Hillsborough County high school students surveyed in 2006 
reported using marijuana within the past 30 days.20 

 
Students Reporting Past 30-Day Use of Selected Drugs, Hillsborough County, 2004-2006 
 Middle School High School 
Drug Type 2004 2006 2004 2006 
Marijuana 4.9% 3.8% 19.0% 14.5% 
Inhalants 6.7 4.2 2.8 3.0 
Ecstasy 0.7 0.4 2.1 1.6 
Rohypnol 0.9 0.2 0.3 0.8 
GHB 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.7 
Ketamine 0.5 0.2 0.7 0.5 
LSD/PCP 1.3 0.1 0.9 0.8 
Hallucinogenic mushrooms 0.9 0.7 1.3 1.7 
Cocaine 1.4 0.3 2.4 1.2 
Crack cocaine 0.5 0.2 1.0 0.7 
Methamphetamine 1.2 0.4 0.8 0.9 
Depressants 1.3 0.8 5.8 2.7 
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Heroin 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.2 
Prescription pain relievers 2.4 1.5 4.6 2.6 
Steroids w/o prescription 0.3 0.5 0.7 1.1 
Amphetamines 0.7 0.6 2.1 1.0 
Any illicit drug 10.7 7.8 22.0 17.2 
Any drug other than marij. 8.5 5.5 9.6 6.9 
 

 Approximately 18% of Hillsborough County high school students surveyed in 2006 
reported being drunk or high at school.21 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Drug-Related Behavior, Hillsborough County, 2006 
Behavior Middle School High School Total 
Sold drugs 2.7% 6.6% 5.0% 
Drunk or high at school 5.7 18.0 12.5 
 
Enforcement 

 Narcotics Bureau22 
The Tampa Police Department Narcotics Bureau enforces narcotic and dangerous drug 
laws, investigates crime organizations involved in drug trafficking, and gathers and 
disseminates information to other agencies.  

 As of October 2005, there were 1,311 full-time law enforcement employees in Tampa 
(985 officers and 326 civilians).23 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 MDMA, in multi-thousand dosage units, is shipped into Tampa/St. Petersburg from 
Germany and the Netherlands.24 

 The Tampa Bay area is the focal point of all methamphetamine distribution and abuse 
within Florida. Methamphetamine is transported into Florida, in multi-pound 
increments, by Mexican/California drug trafficking organizations based in California 
and Texas. Mexican traffickers have become entrenched in Central Florida.  The 
international airport of Tampa and major highway arteries to the Miami area make the 
acquisition of MDMA an easy task.25 

 As a result of Florida’s Domestic Marijuana Eradication program, 9 marijuana grow 
sites (indoor and outdoor) were detected in Hillsborough County during 2005.26 

 
Marijuana Sites and Plants Eradicated, Hillsborough County, 2005 
 Sites Plants Eradicated 
Indoor 6 567 
Outdoor 3 256 
Total 9   823 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts27 
As of November 22, 2006, there were 4 drug courts in existence in Tampa. Three drug 
courts have been operating for more than 2 years and 1 was recently implemented. There 
were no additional drug courts in existence or being planned at that time. 
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Corrections 

 At the end of June 2006, the inmate population at the Hillsborough Correctional 
Institution was 287.28 This facility has Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics 
Anonymous programs for the offenders.29 

 Tampa Circuit Office probation officers supervise Hillsborough County offenders in the 
community who have been placed on probation or who have been released from prison 
with post-release supervision. As of June 2005, there were 11,244 total offenders being 
supervised by this office. The Circuit Office offers substance abuse treatment as part of 
its Community Based Sanctions and Programs.30 

 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2005, there were 115 deaths in Tampa in which cocaine was found in the body 
of the deceased.31 During 2004, there were 108 deaths involving cocaine in Tampa.32  

 
Number of Drug-Related Deaths, Tampa, 2003-2005 
Drug Involved 2003 2004 2005 
Alprazolam only 3 4 7 
Alprazolam with other drug 15 16 41 
Cocaine only 41 53 54 
Cocaine with other drug 40 55 61 
Diazepam only 3 2 3 
Diazepam with other drug 19 16 15 
Heroin only 10 6 1 
Heroin with other drug 9 8 5 
Oxycodone only 7 7 15 
Oxycodone with other drug 17 34 35 
Hydrocodone only 10 15 4 
Hydrocodone with other drug 20 22 22 
Methadone only 10 15 9 
Methadone with other drug 18 33 31 
Morphine only 22 18 37 
Morphine with other drug 21 12 26 
Propoxyphene only 6 4 6 
Propoxyphene with other drug 13 7 11 
 

 In 2005, lethal amounts of cocaine were found in 54 Tampa deaths.33 
 
Drug-Related Deaths by Lethal/Non-Lethal Levels, Tampa, 2005 
Drugs Lethal Levels Non-Lethal Levels 
Alprazolam 25 23 
Cocaine 54 61 
Diazepam 8 10 
Heroin 6 0 
Oxycodone 26 24 
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Hydrocodone 11 15 
Methadone 30 10 
Morphine 16 47 
Propoxyphene 4 13 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 American Community Survey: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
2 Ibid. 
3 Tampa Web site: http://www.tampagov.net
4 Tampa Mayor’s Office Web site: http://www.tampagov.net/dept_Mayor/
5 Tampa City Council Web site: http://www.tampagov.net/dept_City_Council/
6 Tampa Police Department Web site: http://www.tampagov.net/dept_Police/
7 Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.hcso.tampa.fl.us/
8 Office of National Drug Control Policy Web site, Central Florida High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area: 
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/centralflorida.html
9 Community Capacity Development Office, Weed and Seed Contact Directory: 
http://contacts.weedandseed.info/Contacts.aspx?siteid=219S0
10 Drugs Don’t Work Web site: http://www.coxelectric.com/dfwp.htm
11 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Preliminary Semiannual Uniform Crime Report, January-June 2006, 
December 2006: http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/prelim06/index.html
12 Tampa Police Department, Crime Statistics by Grid, Part I Offenses: 
http://www.tampagov.net/dept_police/Crime_Statistics/Crime_by_Grid/prt1_crime_by_grid.asp
13 Tampa Police Department, Crime Statistics by Grid, Part II Offenses: 
http://www.tampagov.net/dept_police/Crime_Statistics/Crime_by_Grid/prt2m_crime_by_grid.asp
14 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, County and Municipal Arrest Data, 2005: 
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/FSAC/UCR/2005/CoMuArr2005annual.pdf
15 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, County and Municipal Arrest Data, 2004: 
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/FSAC/UCR/2004/CoMuArr2004annual.pdf
16 Drug Enforcement Administration, Florida State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/florida.html
17 Ibid. 
18 Florida Department of Children and Families, 2006 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey, Hillsborough 
County Report: http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/mentalhealth/publications/fysas/county06/hillsborough06.pdf
19 Ibid. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Tampa Police Department, Narcotics Bureau: 
http://www.tampagov.net/dept_police/Investigations/Narcotics_Bureau/
23 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
24 Drug Enforcement Administration, Florida State Factsheet: http://www.dea.gov/pubs/states/florida.html
25 Ibid. 
26 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Domestic Marijuana Eradication Program: 2005 Annual Report: 
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/publications/mjEradication/2005_Marijuana_Annual_Report.pdf
27 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of Drug 
Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006:  
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
28 Florida Department of Corrections, Inmate Population by Facility, FY 2005-2006, July 2006: 
http://www.dc.state.fl.us/pub/pop/facility/fy0506.html
29 Florida Department of Corrections, Hillsborough Correctional Institution: 
http://www.dc.state.fl.us/facilities/region3/529.html
30 Florida Department of Corrections, Tampa Circuit Office: 
http://www.dc.state.fl.us/facilities/comcor/13.html
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31 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 2005 Report of Drugs Identified in Deceased Persons by Florida 
Medical Examiners, May 2006: http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/publications/Examiners/2005MERDrugReport.pdf
32 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 2004 Report of Drugs Identified in Deceased Persons by Florida 
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33 Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 2005 Report of Drugs Identified in Deceased Persons by Florida 
Medical Examiners, May 2006: http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/publications/Examiners/2005MERDrugReport.pdf
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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