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Miami, Florida 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2005 American Community Survey): 361,7011 
 Race/Ethnicity (2005 American Community Survey): 68.5% white; 21.9% 

black/African American; 0.2% American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.7% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 6.3% some other race; 2.4% two or more 
races; 67.4% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 Miami is located in Miami-Dade County.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Manuel Diaz4 
 City Manager: Pedro G. Hernandez5 
 City Commissioners (Districts 1-5, respectively): Angel Gonzalez; Marc Sarnoff; Joe 

Sanchez; Tomas Regalado; Michelle Spence-Jones6 
 Miami Police Chief: John Timoney7 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)8 
Designated in 1990, the South Florida HIDTA is composed of Monroe, Miami-Dade, 
Broward, and Palm Beach Counties. 

 Miami Coalition for a Safe and Drug-Free Community9 
Founded in 1988, the Miami Coalition is a broadly based community organization 
committed to reducing the problems of drug abuse, addiction, and related social 
issues in the Miami area. 

 
Crime & Drug-Related Crime  

 The Miami-Dade Police Department made 6,286 arrests for drug offenses from 
January to June 2006.10 During full year 2005, there were 12,484 drug arrests.11  

 
Number of Substance-Related Arrests, Miami-Dade Police Department, 2005-June 2006 
Offense Full Year 2005 Jan.-June 2006 
Drugs 12,484 6,286 
DUI 1,432 742 
Liquor laws 203 199 
 

 From January to June 2006, there were 49 murders known to the Miami-Dade Police 
Department.12 During full year 2005, there were 70 murders known to the Miami-
Dade Police Department.13  

 
Number of Arrests, Index Offenses, Miami-Dade Police Department, 2005-June 2006 
Offense Full Year 2005 Jan.-June 2006 
Murder 70 49 
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Forcible sex offense 432 219 
Robbery 2,341 1,139 
Aggravated assault 6,420 2,953 
Burglary 9,381 4,490 
Larceny-theft 33,802 16,062 
Motor vehicle theft 7,025 3,442 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine14 
South Florida’s cocaine epidemic is characterized by morbidity and mortality rates that 
rank among the highest in the Nation. Cocaine abuse indicators have remained high and 
relatively stable in Miami-Dade County. Powder cocaine sells for $15,000-
$22,000/kilogram (wholesale), $600-$1,300/ounce and $40-$110/grams (retail) in 
Miami. Crack cocaine sells for $650/ounce and $5-$20/rock in Miami.  

 Heroin15 
The purity of street-level heroin decreased by almost one-half between 2000 and 2004 as 
the price per milligram-pure more than doubled. Intelligence indicates that Colombian 
heroin is available in South Florida. Heroin sells for $48,000-$70,000/kilogram, 
$2,500/ounce and $100-$150/gram in South Florida. The most common street unit of 
heroin is a bag of heroin (roughly 15–20 percent purity) weighing about one-tenth of a 
gram that sells for $10. 

 Marijuana16 
Marijuana is considered widely available in the Miami/Ft. Lauderdale area and 
dominates consequences among youth. A pound of imported marijuana sells for 
$600–$1,200/pound and hydroponic grades sell for $4,000–$5,000/pound. An ounce 
of marijuana sells for $100 and a 1½-gram bag sells for $5. Depending on its potency, 
marijuana may sell for $5–$18/gram. 

 Methamphetamine17 
Methamphetamine abuse and related problems are low in the Miami/Ft. Lauderdale 
region but have been increasing over the past year. In South Florida, 
methamphetamine has some of the highest prices in the Nation: $10,000–
$20,000/pound and $900–$1,400/ounce for crystal methamphetamine. 

 Club Drugs18 
Measures of MDMA (ecstasy) abuse suggest problems may have peaked in 2001, 
declined thereafter, and then stabilized between 2003 and 2005. Ecstasy pills 
generally contain 75–125 milligrams of MDMA, although pills are often adulterated 
and may contain other drugs being sold as “ecstasy.” In South Florida, ecstasy tablets 
sell for $6.00–$6.25/tablet wholesale, $20–$30/ single pill retail or up to $50/pill at 
expensive nightclubs. These prices have increased since 2002. 

 According to 2002-2005 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), approximately 8.2% of Miami metropolitan area residents (ages 12 or 
older) reported past month use of an illicit drug.19 
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Juveniles  
 Approximately 18% of the middle school and 32% of the high school students in 

Miami-Dade County who were surveyed in 2006 reported lifetime use of an illicit 
drug.20 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Lifetime Drug Use, Miami-Dade County, 2004-2006 
 Middle School High School 
Drug Type 2004 2006 2004 2006 
Marijuana/hashish 7.7% 6.6% 25.5% 26.8% 
Inhalants 14.8 11.9 7.7 8.5 
Ecstasy 1.8 1.1 5.1 6.2 
Rohypnol 0.9 2.1 2.8 1.7 
GHB 2.7 1.6 1.4 0.8 
Ketamine 1.1 1.4 1.3 0.3 
LSD/PCP 1.3 1.0 1.8 2.7 
Hallucinogenic mushrooms 2.3 1.6 3.0 4.4 
Cocaine 2.7 2.4 5.8 7.7 
Crack cocaine 2.3 1.6 2.4 2.9 
Methamphetamine 3.2 2.1 2.8 1.2 
Depressants 2.1 2.6 5.9 6.1 
Heroin 1.5 0.9 1.2 0.9 
Prescription pain relievers 3.9 3.7 5.2 5.3 
Steroids 1.8 1.0 1.3 0.2 
Amphetamines 1.2 1.2 1.9 2.1 
Any illicit drug 20.3 17.5 30.6 31.5 
 

 Among Miami-Dade County high school students surveyed in 2006, approximately 
15% reported past month use of an illicit drug.21 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Past Month Drug Use, Miami-Dade County, 2004-2006 
 Middle School High School 
Drug Type 2004 2006 2004 2006 
Marijuana/hashish 3.6% 3.6% 12.6% 13.5% 
Inhalants 5.8 4.1 2.0 2.4 
Ecstasy 1.0 0.6 1.0 2.0 
Rohypnol 0.3 1.0 1.0 0.2 
GHB 2.1 1.4 0.6 0.2 
Ketamine 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 
LSD/PCP 0.6 0.2 0.1 0.3 
Hallucinogenic mushrooms 0.9 0.7 0.8 0.8 
Cocaine 0.7 0.7 1.6 2.3 
Crack cocaine 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.7 
Methamphetamine 1.8 1.6 1.0 0.3 
Depressants 0.7 1.1 1.6 1.6 
Heroin 0.5 0.4 0.6 0.4 
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Prescription pain relievers 1.6 1.5 2.3 2.0 
Steroids 0.7 0.3 0.5 0.2 
Amphetamines 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.4 
Any illicit drug 10.4 8.1 15.4 15.3 
 

 A 2005 survey of Miami high school students indicated that approximately 28% of 
these students had used marijuana at least once in their lifetimes.22 
 

Percent of High School Students Using Selected Drugs, Miami, 2005 
Drug Type and Use Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use  23.8% 32.7% 28.3% 
Current marijuana use  9.4 16.2 12.8 
Lifetime cocaine use 5.5 6.9 6.3 
Current cocaine use 2.4 3.5 3.1 
Lifetime inhalant use 8.9 7.3 8.2 
Lifetime heroin use 1.0 2.3 1.8 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 2.3 2.3 2.4 
Lifetime MDMA use 5.2 5.3 5.4 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 1.3 3.1 2.3 
Lifetime injection drug use 1.3 1.8 2.0 
Tried marijuana before age 13 5.0 11.0 8.1 
 

 Approximately 38% of Miami 12th graders surveyed in 2005 reported using 
marijuana at least once during their lifetimes.23 

 
Percent of High School Students Using Selected Drugs, by Grade, Miami, 2005 
 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use 22.0% 27.4% 31.0% 37.7% 
Past month marijuana use 13.2 11.0 11.1 16.8 
Lifetime cocaine use 6.4 6.6 4.8 7.6 
Past month cocaine use 3.9 2.2 2.3 3.7 
Lifetime inhalant use 8.9 10.4 5.4 7.3 
Lifetime heroin use 2.0 2.7 0.2 2.2 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 2.7 3.0 1.0 2.8 
Lifetime MDMA use 4.5 5.9 4.4 7.3 
Lifetime steroid use 1.7 3.7 2.0 2.0 
Lifetime injection drug use 2.2 2.6 0.0 1.8 
Tried marijuana before age 13 10.8 7.0 5.4 7.8 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2005, there were 1,363 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Miami (1,012 officers and 351 civilians).24 
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Trafficking and Seizures  
 Miami-Dade County is utilized by drug traffickers smuggling large quantities of 

cocaine, heroin and marijuana into the continental United States from South America, 
Central America and the Caribbean.  Additionally, Miami is the primary domestic 
command & control center for Colombian narcotics traffickers.25 

 Once cocaine is smuggled into South Florida, some is consumed within Miami, but 
the majority is destined for distribution to other areas of the State. Miami remains the 
primary source of cocaine hydrochloride procured by crack cocaine trafficking 
organizations for transport and conversion within their areas of operation.26 

 Miami International Airport (MIA) is a gateway for heroin and MDMA trafficking in 
Florida.27 

 International traffickers continue to use South Florida as a base of operations for the 
importation and distribution of MDMA. Almost half of the MDMA seizures in 
Florida occur at MIA.28 

 As a result of Florida’s Domestic Marijuana Eradication program, 159 marijuana 
grow sites (indoor and outdoor) were detected in Miami-Dade County during 2005.29 

 
Marijuana Sites and Plants Eradicated, Miami-Dade County, 2005 
 Sites Plants Eradicated 
Indoor 157 12,016 
Outdoor 2 16 
Total 159 12,032 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts30 
As of November 22, 2006, there were 3 drug courts in Miami that had been operating 
for more than 2 years. There were no additional drug courts in existence or being 
planned in Miami at that time. 

 During FY 2005, 36.3% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in southern Florida 
had committed a drug offense. Nearly half (46%) of these drug cases involved 
powder cocaine.31 

 
Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Cases, Southern Florida, FY 2005 
Drug Type Involved Offenses % of Total 
Powder cocaine  395 46.2% 
Crack cocaine 125 14.6 
Heroin 128 15.0 
Marijuana 132 15.4 
Methamphetamine 21 2.5 
Other 54 6.3 
 
Corrections 

 Approximately 9.3% of the inmates in Florida prisons on June 30, 2006 were 
sentenced in Miami-Dade County.32 

 The average daily inmate population of the Miami-Dade County jail in December 
2005 was 6,654.33  
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Consequences of Use 

 During 2005, lethal amounts of cocaine were found in 23 Miami deaths.34 
 
Drug-Related Deaths by Lethal/Non-Lethal Levels, Miami, 2005 
Drugs Lethal Levels Non-Lethal Levels 
Alprazolam 10 31 
Cocaine 23 139 
Diazepam 1 10 
Heroin 19 3 
Oxycodone 6 13 
Hydrocodone 4 12 
Methadone 4 6 
Morphine 4 26 
Propoxyphene 1 6 
 

 During 2005, there were 162 deaths in Miami in which cocaine was found in the body 
of the deceased.35 During 2004, there were 160 Miami deaths involving cocaine.36  

 
Number of Drug-Related Deaths, Miami, 2004-2005 
Drug Involved 2004 2005 
Alprazolam only 14 5 
Alprazolam with other drug 50 36 
Cocaine only 61 68 
Cocaine with other drug 99 94 
Diazepam only 9 2 
Diazepam with other drug 16 9 
Heroin only 4 3 
Heroin with other drug 14 19 
Oxycodone only 4 3 
Oxycodone with other drug 26 16 
Hydrocodone only 2 2 
Hydrocodone with other drug 17 14 
Methadone only 3 2 
Methadone with other drug 14 8 
Morphine only 10 12 
Morphine with other drug 31 18 
Propoxyphene only 4 1 
Propoxyphene with other drug 11 6 
 

 According to un-weighted data collected by the Drug Abuse Warning Network 
(DAWN) from Miami-Dade County emergency departments (ED), 6,800 ED drug 
abuse reports during 2005 involved cocaine.37 
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ED Drug Cases Reported to DAWN, Miami-Dade County, 2005 
Drug Type % of Drug Cases 
Cocaine 6,800 
Marijuana 2,681 
Heroin 1,587 
Benzodiazepines 1,006 
Narcotic prescriptions 548 
 

 Methamphetamine abuse and related sexual activity have contributed to sharp increases 
in sexually transmitted diseases in South Florida.38 
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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