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Florida 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.  
 
Demographic 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 18,089,8891 
 Race/Ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 76.1% white; 15.4% 

black/African American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.2% Asian; 0.1% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 4.3% other; 1.8% two or more races; 20.1% 
Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race)2 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Charlie Crist3 
 Lt. Governor: Jeff Kottkamp4 
 Attorney General: Bill McCollum5 
 Secretary of State: Kurt S. Browning6 
 U.S. Senate: Mel Martinez (R); Bill Nelson (D)7 
 U.S. Representatives (Districts 1-25, respectively): Jeff Miller; Allen Boyd; Corrine 

Brown; Ander Crenshaw; Ginny Brown-Waite; Cliff Stearns; John L. Mica; Ric 
Keller; Gus M. Bilirakis; C. W. Bill Young; Kathy Castor; Adam H. Putnam; Vern 
Buchanan; Connie Mack; Dave Weldon; Tim Mahoney; Kendrick Meek; Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen; Robert Wexler; Debbie Wasserman Schultz; Lincoln Diaz-Balart; Ron 
Klein; Alcee L. Hastings; Tom Feeney; Mario Diaz-Balart8 

 Director, Florida Office of Drug Control: William H. Janes9 
 Capital: Tallahassee10 

 
Programs/Initiatives  

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) 
• Central Florida HIDTA: designated in 1998; responsible for Hillsborough, 

Orange, Osceola, Pinellas, Polk, Seminole and Volusia Counties11 
• South Florida HIDTA: designated in 1990 as one of the five original HIDTAs; 

composed of Broward, Monroe, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach Counties12 
• North Florida HIDTA: designated in 2001; Alachua, Baker, Clay, Columbia, 

Duval, Flagler, Marion, Nassau, Putnam and St. Johns Counties.13 
 Florida Alliance for Drug Endangered Children (DEC)14 

The Florida DEC is comprised of individuals and organizations concerned about 
children endangered by caregivers who manufacture drugs, deal drugs or use them 
and, by doing so, physically or psychologically endanger children. 

 Florida Office of Drug Control15 
The Florida Office of Drug Control collaborates with the Office of Planning and 
Budget to implement a statewide strategy that utilizes a three-pronged approach of 
prevention, treatment and law enforcement to limit the devastation of substance abuse 
in Florida’s diverse communities. 
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 Community Coalitions Prevention Center16 
The purpose of this program is to provide Florida's communities with information, 
resources and a single point of contact to help them reach their goals of community 
mobilization, sustainability and improved quality of life for their residents. 

 
Crime & Drug-Related Crime 

 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported 2,590 drug arrests in Florida 
during 2007.17 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Florida, 2003-2007 

 

 
 During 2007, there were 1,202 murders reported by police in Florida. This is up from 

1,129 reported murders in 2006.18  
 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Florida, 2006-2007 
Offense 2006 2007 
Murder 1,129 1,202 
Forcible sex offense 11,567 11,214 
Robbery 34,123 38,112 
Aggravated assault 82,682 81,253 
Burglary 170,733 181,574 
Larceny 473,281 490,044 
Motor vehicle theft 76,411 73,582 
Total index offenses 849,926 876,981 
 

 During 2007, there were 781 adult arrests for murder in Florida.19 There were 696 
adult arrests for murder in Florida during 2006.20 

 
Number of Index Offense Arrests, Florida, 2006-2007 
 2006 2007 

Offense Juvenile Adult Juvenile Adult 
Murder 60 696 121 781 
Forcible sex offense 666 2,864 582 2,482 
Robbery 2,676 7,027 3,051 8,546 
Aggravated assault 5,446 30,471 5,034 30,802 
Burglary 9,019 18,169 8,811 19,496 
Larceny 19,769 61,828 22,575 77,282 
Motor vehicle theft 3,445 8,457 2,942 7,932 
Total index offenses 41,081 129,512 43,116 142,321 

Year # of Arrests 
2003 2,657 
2004 2,468 
2005 2,840 
2006 2,877 
2007 2,590 
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 There were 155,246 adult drug arrests in Florida during 2007.21 During 2006, there 

were 153,667 adult drug arrests in the state.22  
 
Number of Drug/Alcohol Arrests, Florida, 2006-2007 
 2006 2007  

Offense Juvenile Adult Juvenile Adult 
Drug arrests 14,452 153,667 14,114 155,246 
Driving under the influence 388 54,890 466 58,358 
Liquor law violations 1,418 30,719 1,376 33,522 
 
Drugs  

 Cocaine23 
Cocaine is the primary drug threat in Florida. Cocaine hydrochloride (HCI) is 
available throughout Florida from the gram to kilogram level. Additionally, drug 
trafficking organizations dealing in crack cocaine have been identified in Orlando, 
Gainesville, Fort Myers, Jacksonville, Fort Pierce and West Palm Beach, thus 
demonstrating the availability of crack throughout Florida. 

 Heroin24 
The majority of the heroin entering Florida is destined for markets outside the state 
along the East Coast, as Florida does not have a significant heroin abuse problem. 

 Methamphetamine25 
Methamphetamine has impacted the majority of Florida’s 67 counties and use is 
widespread. 

 Club Drugs26 
MDMA is the most readily available dangerous drug throughout Florida. MDMA is 
found at clubs and rave parties in all parts of Florida, and is frequently used in 
conjunction with other illegal and/or prescription drugs. GHB is commonly abused in 
Florida, as well as two precursors - GBL and Butanediol (BD). 

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals27 
Unprecedented increases in levels of abuse pose a serious threat to the health and 
safety of Florida citizens. The Florida Medical Examiners report that five people die 
in Florida daily as a direct result of prescription drug overdoses. Investigations 
indicate that diversion of hydrocodone products such as Vicodin® and oxycodone 
products such as OxyContin® continues to be a problem in Florida. 

 According to 2005-2006 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), approximately 1.2 million (8%) of Florida citizens (ages 12 or older) 
reported past month use of an illicit drug.28 

 
Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Florida, 2005-2006 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 1,218 8.13% 
Past year marijuana use 1,452 9.69 
Past month marijuana use 850 5.68 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 615 4.11 
Past year cocaine use 390 2.61 
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Past year non-medical pain reliever use 777 5.18 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 

 Approximately 6.4 million (42.78%) Florida citizens reported that using marijuana 
occasionally (once a month) was a “great risk”.29 

 Additional 2005-2006 NSDUH results indicate that 437,000 (2.92%) Florida citizens 
reported illicit drug dependence or abuse within the past year. Approximately 
285,000 (1.90%) reported past year illicit drug dependence.30 

 
Juveniles  

 Among Florida high school students surveyed in 2007, approximately 11% reported 
lifetime abuse of prescription painkillers.31 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Lifetime Drug Use, Florida, 2005-2007 
 Middle School High School  

Drug Type 2005 2006 2007 2005 2006 2007 
Marijuana 9.6% 9.8% 8.6% 31.1% 32.0% 30.5% 
Inhalants 14.0 13.8 12.5 10.2 11.0 10.9 
Ecstasy 1.7 1.8 1.7 5.2 5.1 4.7 
Rohypnol 0.9 1.0 0.7 1.4 1.4 1.1 
GHB 1.9 1.2 1.0 1.1 1.0 0.8 
Ketamine 0.9 0.8 0.6 1.1 1.0 0.8 
LSD or PCP 1.3 1.2 1.1 2.2 3.0 2.7 
Hallucinogenic mushrooms 2.5 2.5 1.7 4.8 5.9 4.8 
Cocaine 2.3 2.2 2.0 5.6 6.4 6.3 
Crack cocaine 1.7 1.6 1.5 2.0 2.3 2.0 
Methamphetamine 1.9 2.0 1.3 2.2 2.1 1.7 
Depressants 2.6 2.9 2.4 8.2 9.1 9.7 
Heroin 0.7 0.9 0.7 1.2 1.2 1.0 
Rx pain relievers 4.5 4.8 4.1 9.2 10.8 10.8 
Steroids w/o doctor orders 1.0 1.1 0.9 1.1 1.1 1.3 
Rx Amphetamines 1.8 2.2 1.7 4.7 5.9 6.1 
 

 Approximately 15% of Florida high school students surveyed in 2007 reported using 
marijuana within the past 30 days.32 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Past 30-Day Drug Use, Florida, 2005-2007 
 Middle School High School  

Drug Type 2005 2006 2007 2005 2006 2007 
Marijuana 4.5% 5.2% 4.9% 15.0% 16.0% 15.4% 
Inhalants 5.6 5.5 5.0 2.8 2.8 2.2 
Ecstasy 0.7 0.8 0.6 1.3 1.6 1.4 
Rohypnol 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 
GHB 1.2 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.2 
Ketamine 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.2 
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LSD or PCP 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.7 1.0 0.8 
Hallucinogenic mushrooms 1.0 0.9 0.5 1.5 1.4 1.3 
Cocaine 0.6 0.8 0.6 1.6 2.1 1.9 
Crack cocaine 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.7 0.4 
Methamphetamine 0.7 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 
Depressants 1.0 1.2 1.2 3.2 3.4 3.8 
Heroin 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.3 
Rx pain relievers 1.7 2.1 1.8 3.6 4.0 3.9 
Steroids w/o doctor orders 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.6 0.6 
Rx Amphetamines 0.7 1.0 0.8 1.4 1.7 1.9 
 

 According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 10% of Florida 12-17 year olds 
reported past month use of an illicit drug.33 

 
Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Drug Use, Florida, 2005-2006 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 143 10.18% 
Past year marijuana use 192 13.67 
Past month marijuana use 97 6.92 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 75 5.34 
Past year cocaine use 24 1.68 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 100 7.08 
* The number of users is in thousands 

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2006, there were 74,051 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Florida (45,723 officers and 28,328 civilians).34 

 Contraband Interdiction Program (CIP)35 
An initiative of the Florida Highway Patrol, CIP assigns Troopers throughout the 
state to patrol the interstate system and other highways in order to interdict drug 
couriers and other individuals conducting criminal activities.  

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Florida is a primary area for international drug trafficking and money laundering 
organizations, as well as a principal thoroughfare for cocaine and heroin transiting to 
the northeastern United States and Canada. Florida’s over 8,000 miles of coastline 
provides virtually unlimited access and opportunities for drug trafficking 
organizations to use maritime conveyances to smuggle drugs. The short distance 
between Florida and the Bahamas also serves as a smuggling corridor along the 
southeast coastline.36 

 During 2007, Federal agencies seized 5,660.4 kilograms of cocaine in Florida.37 
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Drugs Seized by Federal Agencies, Florida, 2007 
Drug Type Amount Seized  
Cocaine 5,660.4 kilograms 
Heroin 1,019.1 kilograms 
Methamphetamine 19.5 kilograms/117 dosage units 
Marijuana 7,068.5 kilograms 
MDMA 81,197 dosage units 
 

 During 2007, the DEA and state and local law enforcement agencies reported 100 
methamphetamine lab incidents in Florida.38 

 
Number of Methamphetamine Lab Incidents, Florida, 2003-2007 
Year # of Incidents 
2003 158 
2004 238 
2005 280 
2006 136 
2007 100 
 

 During 2006, there were 46,526 cultivated marijuana plants eradicated in Florida 
under the DEA’s Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program.39  

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Florida, 2006 

Outdoor Operations Indoor Operations  

 
Eradicated 

Plots 

Cultivated 
Plants 

Eradicated 

 
 
Grows Seized 

 
Plants 

Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

308 10,354 480 36,172 46,526 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts40 
As of April 2007, there were 88 drug courts in Florida that had been operating for at 
least two years, 4 drug courts that had recently been implemented and 7 that were 
being planned. 

 During FY 2006, 45.7% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in Florida committed 
a drug offense. Approximately 45% of the drug cases involved powder cocaine.41 

 
Federally-Sentenced Drug Offenders, by Drug Type, Florida, FY 2006 
Drug Type Number Percent 
Powder cocaine 850 44.8% 
Crack cocaine 360 19.0 
Heroin 149 7.9 
Marijuana 274 14.5 
Methamphetamine 154 8.1 
Other  109 5.7 
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Corrections 

 At the end of March 2008, there were 96,529 inmates in Florida prisons.42 
 Approximately 20.7% of inmates in the Florida prison system on June 30, 2007 were 

incarcerated for drug offenses.43 
 
Primary Offense of Prison Population, Florida, June 30, 2007 
Offense Type # of Offenders % of Total 
Murder/manslaughter 11,832 12.7% 
Sexual Offenses 9,992 10.8 
Robbery  10,920 11.8 
Violent personal offenses 11,393 12.3 
Burglary 13,113 14.1 
Theft, forgery, fraud 7,733 8.3 
Drugs 19,174 20.7 
Weapons 2,610 2.8 
Other 6,077 6.5 
Total 92,844 100.0 
 

 More than half (51.4%) of the drug offenders incarcerated in the Florida prison 
system on June 30, 2007 had committed a manufacturing/sale/purchase offense. The 
remaining drug offenders had committed a trafficking (24.2%) or possession/other 
drug offense (24.5%).44  

 In FY 2006-2007, the Florida Department of Corrections Inmate Drug Testing Unit 
performed random drug tests on 53,118 inmates and for-cause drug tests on 6,649 
inmates. Approximately 20% of the for-cause tests produced positive results.45 
 

Number of Inmate Drug Tests Conducted and Positive, Florida, FY 2006-2007 
Type of Test Valid Tests Positive Tests Positive Rate 
Random 53,118 836 1.6% 
For-cause 6,649 1,331 20.0 
 

 Nearly 1,200 of the inmates randomly tested in FY 2006-2007 were positive for 
cannabis.46 
 

Type of Drug* Resulting in Positive Drug Test, Florida, FY 2006-2007 
Drug Type Random Tests For-Cause Tests 
Alcohol 0 43 
Cannabis 772 1,193 
Cocaine 60 110 
Opiates 2 14 
Other 25 13 
Total* 859 1,373 
* Inmates can test positive for more than one drug 
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 In FY 2006-2007, the Bureau of Substance Abuse Programs provided mandatory, in-
prison substance abuse treatment to 6,771 Florida inmates.47 

 Approximately 65.1% of total Florida inmate population on July 1, 2007 had been 
screened to be in need of substance abuse treatment services.48 

 As of February 2008, there were 132,253 offenders on probation in Florida. 
Approximately 11.8% of these offenders were on probation for drug offenses.49 

 
Drug Offenders on Active Community Supervision, Florida, February 2008 
Supervision Category # of Drug Offenders % of Total 
Probation 14,197 12.1% 
Community control 4,239 11.0 
Post-prison release 18,436 11.8 
 

 There were 3,919 offenders under post-prison release supervision in Florida as of 
February 2008.50 

 In FY 2006-2007, 37,717 Florida offenders participated in community substance 
abuse treatment programs. The majority of the offenders (84.1%) participated in 
outpatient programs.51 

 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2007, there was 1 child injured and an additional 21 children in Florida 
affected by methamphetamine laboratories.52 

 During the first half of 2007, there were 1,008 deaths in Florida in which cocaine was 
found in the body of the deceased.53 During full year 2006, there were 2,052 reported 
deaths in which cocaine was found in the body of the deceased.54 

 
Number of Drug-Related Deaths, Florida, FY 2006-June 2007 
Drug Found in Body Full Year 2006 Jan.-June 2007 
Amphetamine 122 59 
Methamphetamine 117 57 
MDMA 67 33 
MDA 42 13 
Other methylated amphetamine 9 2 
Benzodiazepines 1,987 1,167 
Cannabinoids 990 530 
Cocaine 2,052 1,008 
Inhalants 8 4 
GHB 4 4 
Ketamine 2 2 
Phencyclidine (PCP) 1 1 
Heroin 96 45 
Fentanyl 187 103 
Hydrocodone 731 380 
Methadone 974 533 
Morphine 601 280 
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Oxycodone 923 568 
Other opioids 318 183 
 

 During the first half of 2007, there were 398 deaths in Florida in which cocaine was 
found at lethal levels in the body of the deceased.55 During full year 2006, there were 
829 reported deaths in which cocaine was found at lethal levels in the body of the 
deceased.56 

 
Drug-Related Deaths, Drug Found at Lethal Levels Florida, FY 2006-June 2007 
Drug Type Full Year 2006 Jan.-June 2007 
Alprazolam 456 260 
Diazepam 138 93 
Oxycodone 496 323 
Hydrocodone 236 134 
Methadone 716 392 
Morphine 229 122 
Propoxyphene 71 48 
Cocaine 829 398 
Heroin 78 38 
 
Treatment 

 During 2006, there were 47,627 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Florida.57 
There were 37,498 such treatment admissions during 2005.58 During 2004, there were 
104,737 admissions to treatment.59  

 
Admissions to Treatment, Florida, 2004-2006 
 2004 2005 2006  

Drug Type # % # % # % 
Alcohol only 20,366 19.4% 6,426 17.1% 7,331 15.4% 
Alc. w/ second. drug 12,539 12.0 4,686 12.5 5,714 12.0 
Cocaine – smoked 15,152 14.5 5,977 15.9 7,329 15.4 
Cocaine – other route 6,359 6.1 2,941 7.8 3,745 7.9 
Marijuana 30,489 29.1 10,652 28.4 13,322 28.0 
Heroin 4,227 4.0 1,222 3.3 1,782 3.7 
Other opiates 5,182 4.9 2,088 5.6 3,716 7.8 
PCP 22 0.0 6 0.0 4 0.0 
Hallucinogens 103 0.1 35 0.1 36 0.1 
Amphetamines 1,753 1.7 893 2.4 1,051 2.2 
Other stimulants 26 0.0 24 0.1 27 0.1 
Tranquilizers 910 0.9 348 0.9 503 1.1 
Sedatives 229 0.2 68 0.2 96 0.2 
Inhalants 65 0.1 25 0.1 46 0.1 
Other/none specified 7,315 7.0 2,107 5.6 2,925 6.1 
Total 104,737 100.0 37,498 100.0 47,627 100.0 
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 According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 395,000 (2.63%) Florida 
citizens reported needing but not receiving treatment for illicit drug use within the 
past year.60  
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http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/publications/Examiners/2007InterimReport.pdf
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/publications/Examiners/2006DrugReport.pdf
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/publications/Examiners/2007InterimReport.pdf
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/publications/Examiners/2006DrugReport.pdf
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/FL06.htm
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/FL05.htm
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/FL04.htm
http://oas.samhsa.gov/statesList.cfm


 
 
This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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