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Dover, Delaware 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics1

 Population (2000 Census): 32,135 
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 54.9% white; 37.2% black/African American; 0.5% 

American Indian/Alaska Native; 3.2% Asian; 0.0% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific 
Islander; 1.6% other race; 2.6% two or more races; 4.1% Hispanic/Latino (of any 
race) 

 Dover is located in Kent County. 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Stephen R. Speed2 
 City Council (District): Kenneth L. Hogan (1); Beverly Williams (1); William 

McGlumphy (2); Eugene Ruane (2); James G. McGiffin (3); Timothy A. Slavin (3); 
Reuben Salters (4); Sophia R. Russell (4); Carleton Carey, Sr. (at large)3 

 City Manager: Tony DePrima4 
 Chief of Police: Jeffrey Horvath5 
 Kent County Sheriff: James Higdon6 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2005, there were 103 burglary complaints reported in Dover. This is down 
from 136 complaints in 2004.7 

 
Number of Crime Complaints, Select Offenses, Dover, 2004-2005 
Offense 2004 2005 
Murder/non-negl. manslaughter 3 2 
Forcible rape 17 22 
Robbery 67 44 
Aggravated assault 186 156 
Burglary  136 103 
Larceny-theft 1,628 1,460 
Motor vehicle theft 116 113 
Arson 12 8 
 

 There were 49 juvenile and 349 adult total drug arrests in Dover during 2005.8 
 
Number of Adult and Juvenile Arrests, Drug Offenses, Dover, 2004-2005 

Juvenile Adult 
Offense 2004 2005 2004 2005 
Drug/narcotic 47 48 290 307 
Drug equipment 1 1 41 42 
Total drug offenses 48 49 331 349 
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Juveniles 
 More than 10% of female 5th graders in Kent County surveyed in 2005 reported 

lifetime use of inhalants.9 
 
Percent of 5th & 8th Grade Students Use of Drugs, by Gender, Kent County, 2005  

5th Grade 8th Grade 
Drug use Male Female Male Female 
Lifetime inhalant use 10% 11% 7% 9% 
Past year inhalant use 4 5 3 6 
Past month inhalant use 2 2 1 3 
Lifetime marijuana use 3 2 23 21 
Past year marijuana use 1 1 17 18 
Past month marijuana use 1 - 12 10 
Lifetime other illegal drug use 12 13 17 18 
Past year other illegal drug use 6 6 10 11 
Past month other illegal drug use 3 3 5 6 
 

 Approximately 40% of female and 47% of male 11th graders in Kent County surveyed 
in 2005 reported lifetime marijuana use.10 

 
Percent of 11th Grade Students Use of Drugs, by Gender, Kent County, 2005  
Drug use Male Female 
Lifetime inhalant use 9% 6% 
Past year inhalant use 4 2 
Past month inhalant use - 1 
Lifetime marijuana use 47 40 
Past year marijuana use 38 33 
Past month marijuana use 27 16 
Lifetime other illegal drug use 26 21 
Past year other illegal drug use 17 13 
Past month other illegal drug use 9 5 
 

 Approximately 10% of Kent County 11th Graders surveyed in 2005 reported past year 
abuse of pain killers.11 

 
Percent of 8th &11th Grade Students Past Year Use of Select Drugs, Kent County, 2005 
Drug use 8th Grade 11th Grade 
Past year upper use 1% 2% 
Past year downer use 1 3 
Past year pain killer use 4 10 
Past year ecstasy use 1 2 
Past year hallucinogen use 1 3 
Past year Ritalin 2 6 
Past year heroin use 1 1 
Past year crack/cocaine 2 3 
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 Fewer than 30% of 5th Kent County graders surveyed in 2005 reported perceiving 
great risk of harm in trying inhalants.12 

 
% of Students Perceived Great Risk of Harm, Select Drugs, Kent County, 2005 
Drug 5th Grade 8th Grade 11th Grade 
Trying inhalants 27% 36% 48% 
Trying marijuana 38 28 18 
Weekly inhalant use 58 58 74 
Weekly marijuana use 66 59 53 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2005, there were 121 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Dover (90 officers and 31 civilians).13 

 Operation Safe Streets (OSS) 14 
OSS is a collaborative effort by the Delaware State Police, the Dover and Wilmington 
Police Departments, the Department of Correction, and the Division of Youth 
Rehabilitative Services. OSS targets adult and juvenile probationers designated as 
high risk to ensure that they remain in compliance with curfews and other conditions 
of their probation. Probationers selected for OSS typically have criminal 
backgrounds, which include violent felony, drug, or weapon- related offenses. 

 Dover Police Department: K-915 
The Dover Police Department has a total of four police canines. Police 
canines are cross-trained for explosive detection, drug detection and terrain & 
building searches. 

 Dover Police Department: Drugs, Vice, & Organized Crime Section16 
The Drugs, Vice, and Organized Crime Section is comprised of four officers who 
work in an undercover or plain clothes capacity. These officers are committed to 
eliminating the use and sale of illegal drugs, gambling, and prostitution from the City 
of Dover. The Drugs, Vice, & Organized Crime Section experienced a 15% increase 
over the previous year’s record totals in drug and vice arrests. 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 The Dover Police Department’s Drugs, Vice, & Organized Crime Section seized 681 
grams of cocaine, 5,900 grams of marijuana, and $39,000.00 during 2005. 

 Dover OSS efforts resulted in 123 arrests during 2005, a 57.7% increase over the 78 
arrests made in 2004. Dover also reported a significant increase in the amount of 
powder cocaine, crack cocaine, marijuana and guns seized in 2005.17 

 During, the Dover Police Department seized more than 400 grams of cocaine as part 
of OSS efforts.18 

 
Drugs Seized through OSS Efforts, Dover, 2005 
Drug Type Amount Seized 
Cocaine 409.8 grams 
Crack 1,019.0 grams 
Hashish 0.0 grams 
Heroin 0.0 grams 
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LSD 0.0 grams 
Marijuana 3,540.7 grams 
Methamphetamine 0.0 grams 
PCP 0.0 grams 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts19 
As of November 22, 2006, there were two drug courts in Dover that had been 
operating for over two years. There were no additional drug courts in existence or 
being planned in Dover at that time. 

 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2005, there were 24 police calls for service in Dover for drug overdoses. This 
is a slight decrease from 2004, when there were 26 calls for service related to drug 
overdoses.20 

 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
2 Dover Mayor and City Council Web site: http://www.cityofdover.com/government/citycouncil/
3 Ibid. 
4 Dover City Manager Web site: http://www.cityofdover.com/departments/citymanager/
5 Dover Police Department Web site: http://www.doverpolice.org/index.htm
6 Kent County Elected Officials Web site: http://www.co.kent.de.us/Departments/RowOffices/Sheriff/
7 Dover Police Department, Annual Report 2005, February 2006: http://www.doverpolice.org/index.htm
8 Ibid. 
9 Center for Drug & Alcohol Studies, University of Delaware, Alcohol, Tobacco & Other Drug Abuse 
Among Delaware Students 2005, July 2006: http://www.udel.edu/delawaredata/StateReport05.pdf
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid. 
13 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2005, September 2006: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/
14 Delaware Statistical Analysis Center, Operation Safe Streets/Governor’s Task Force 2005 Annual 
Report, September 2006: 
http://www.budget.delaware.gov/sac/publications/05_OSS_GTF_Annual_Report.pdf
15 Dover Police Department, Annual Report 2005, February 2006: http://www.doverpolice.org/index.htm
16 Ibid. 
17 Delaware Statistical Analysis Center, Operation Safe Streets/Governor’s Task Force 2005 Annual 
Report, September 2006: 
http://www.budget.delaware.gov/sac/publications/05_OSS_GTF_Annual_Report.pdf
18 Ibid. 
19 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, November 22, 2006:  
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
20 Dover Police Department, Annual Report 2005, February 2006: http://www.doverpolice.org/index.htm
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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