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ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse staff compiled this profile by using the most recent data 
available from open sources. The data presented are as accurate as the sources from which they were 
drawn. The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare states or 
jurisdictions, due to differences in data collection and reporting methods. 



Delaware 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 853,4761 
 Race/ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 72.1% white; 20.7% 

black/African American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.9% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 2.5% other race; 1.4% two or more races; 
6.3% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2  

 
Politics 

 Governor: Ruth Ann Minner3 
 Lt. Governor: John Carney, Jr.4 
 Attorney General: Beau Biden5 
 Secretary of State: Harriet Smith Windsor6 
 U.S. Senate: Joseph Biden, Jr. (D); Thomas Carper (D)7 
 U.S. House of Representatives: Michael N. Castle (R)8 
 Capital: Dover9 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2007, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported making 94 
arrests for drug violations in Delaware.10 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Delaware, 2003-2007 
Year Arrests 
2003 121 
2004 92 
2005 89 
2006 108 
2007 94 
 

 Delaware law enforcement agencies reported 799 juvenile and 5,538 adult drug 
arrests during 2006.11 

 
Number of Arrests, Select Offenses, Delaware, 2006 
Offense Juvenile Total 
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 3 19 
Forcible rape 29 132 
Robbery 193 550 
Aggravated assault 337 1,862 
Burglary 331 1,083 
Larceny-theft 943 4,126 
Motor vehicle theft 45 167 
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Arson 62 89 
Drug abuse violations 799 5,538 
Driving under the influence 0 233 
Liquor Laws 439 2,321 
  
Drugs 

 Cocaine12 
Both the powder and crack forms of cocaine remain increasingly available and 
popular in Delaware. Philadelphia and New York City remain the primary source 
areas of cocaine distributed in Delaware. 

 Heroin13 
Heroin is primarily available in northern Delaware. The increasing availability of 
cheaper, higher purity heroin over the last few years has caused concern in Delaware 
over a growing heroin use problem that reaches all socioeconomic backgrounds. 

 Marijuana14 
Marijuana is readily available in varying quantities in Delaware, such that it is easily 
obtained and used by individuals from a variety of ethnic populations and 
socioeconomic sectors. Recreational use of marijuana is popular among high school 
and college age students, although adults remain its predominant users.  

 Methamphetamine15 
Methamphetamine is generally available in limited quantities in Delaware. However, 
according to recent investigations, it is readily available to those who visit the 
Rehoboth Beach area during the summer months. 

 Club Drugs16 
MDMA (ecstasy) is primarily available at rave parties and nightclubs in Wilmington 
and Rehoboth Beach, particularly during the summer. It remains available to, and 
popular among, teenagers and young adults on college campuses across the state. 
Gamma hydroxybutyric acid (GHB), the GHB precursor gamma butyrolactone 
(GBL), and ketamine are also available and are used in popular Delaware nightclubs. 

 Pharmaceutical Diversion17 
Current investigations indicate that diversion of immediate release oxycodone 
products (such as Percocet®, Percodan®, Tylox® and Roxicet®) continue to be a 
problem in Delaware. 

 Needle Exchange Program18 
In June of 2006 Senate Bill 60 was passed authorizing the creation of a state needle 
exchange program. 

 According to 2005-2006 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), approximately 57,000 (8%) of Delaware citizens (ages 12 or older) 
reported past month use of an illicit drug.19 

 
Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Delaware, 2005-2006 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 57 8.07% 
Past year marijuana use 73 10.45 
Past month marijuana use 42 5.93 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 25 3.60 
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Past year cocaine use 17 2.40 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 36 5.12 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 

 Approximately 271,000 (38.48%) Delaware citizens reported that using marijuana 
occasionally (once a month) was a “great risk”.20 

 Additional 2005-2006 NSDUH results indicate that 22,000 (3.1%) Delaware citizens 
reported illicit drug dependence or abuse within the past year. Approximately 15,000 
(2.11%) reported past year illicit drug dependence.21 

 
Juveniles 

 Approximately 44% of high school students surveyed in Delaware during 2007 
reported using marijuana at least once in their lifetime.22 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Delaware, 2007 
Drug Type and Use Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use 41.6% 46.5% 43.9% 
Past month marijuana use 21.5 28.4 25.1 
Lifetime cocaine use 4.5 7.7 6.1 
Past month cocaine use 2.3 3.0 2.7 
Lifetime inhalant use 13.7 12.1 12.9 
Lifetime heroin use 1.5 3.1 2.4 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 3.8 4.6 4.3 
Lifetime ecstasy use 4.5 6.8 5.6 
Lifetime illegal use of steroids  2.0 4.5 3.3 
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 1.3 2.9 2.2 
Tried marijuana before age 13 6.6 12.8 10.0 
 

 Approximately 58% of Delaware high school seniors surveyed in 2007 reported using 
marijuana within the past month.23 

 
Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Delaware, 2007 
Drug Type and Use 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use 33.8% 41.5% 45.8% 57.8% 
Past month marijuana use 20.0 20.5 28.5 33.0 
Lifetime cocaine use 4.1 3.7 7.1 11.2 
Past month cocaine use 2.1 1.9 2.9 4.2 
Lifetime inhalant use 15.9 12.6 10.2 10.7 
Lifetime heroin use 2.0 2.2 1.7 3.4 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 3.9 2.8 3.1 7.4 
Lifetime ecstasy use 4.4 4.6 7.1 6.5 
Lifetime illegal use of steroids  2.8 2.9 2.9 4.2 
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 2.1 2.0 1.4 2.6 
Tired marijuana before age 13 11.1 8.0 8.9 10.5 
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 According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 10% of Delaware 12-17 year 
olds reported past month use of an illicit drug.24 

 
Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Drug Use, Delaware, 2005-2006 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 7 10.45% 
Past year marijuana use 9 13.33 
Past month marijuana use 5 7.31 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 3 4.96 
Past year cocaine use 1 1.47 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 6 7.98 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 
Enforcement 

 Delaware State Police: Drug Unit25 
The Drug Unit is comprised officers responsible for impacting the availability of 
illegal drugs in Delaware.  

 As of October 31, 2006, there were 3,085 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Delaware (2,247 officers and 838 civilians).26 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 While Philadelphia’s street corner distribution networks are generally considered the 
main sources of supply for drugs sold to users in Delaware, intelligence indicates that 
local distribution networks are also directly supplied by trafficking organizations 
based in New York.27 

 Investigations reveal that trafficking organizations, in search of new customers, 
higher profits, and less law enforcement, are relocating from the inner city 
neighborhoods of Pennsylvania and New York into Delaware. This trend remains a 
significant concern to state and local law enforcement, community and treatment 
officials.28 

 Investigations indicate that MDMA is smuggled by Israeli and Dutch nationals, as 
well as by members of Russian and Israeli organized crime groups, from the 
Netherlands, through Canada, the Caribbean, New York and Pennsylvania.29 

 During 2007, the DEA and state and local authorities in Delaware did not report any 
methamphetamine laboratory incidents.30 

 
Methamphetamine Laboratory Incidents, Delaware, 2003-2007 
Year # of Incidents 
2003 2 
2004 3 
2005 0 
2006 0 
2007 0 
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 Approximately 6.1 kilograms of marijuana were seized by Federal agencies in 
Delaware during 2007.31 

 
Amount of Federal Drug Seizures, Delaware, 2007 
Drug Type Amount Seized  
Cocaine 3.9 kilograms 
Heroin 0.6 kilograms 
Methamphetamine 0.0 kilograms 
Marijuana 6.1 kilograms 
MDMA  0.0 kilograms 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts32 
As of April 16, 2007, there were 7 drug courts in Delaware that had been operating 
for at least two years. No additional drug courts were in existence or being planned in 
Delaware at that time. 

 During FY 2007, approximately 14% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in 
Delaware committed drug offenses. 40% of the Federal drug cases involved crack 
cocaine.33 

 
Federally-Sentenced Drug Defendants, Delaware, FY 2007 
Drug Type Number Percent 
Powder cocaine 5 33.3% 
Crack cocaine 6 40.0 
Heroin 2 13.3 
Marijuana 1 6.7 
Methamphetamine 0 0.0 
Other 1 6.7 
 

 Delaware Attorney General: Drug Unit34 
The Drug Unit was established to work closely with law enforcement agencies during 
the investigative stage to provide legal advice and assistance regarding pre-arrest 
procedures as well as prosecutorial services. 

 
Corrections 

 At the end of 2006, there were 7,206 inmates incarcerate in Delaware Department.35 
 According to the Delaware Department of Correction (DOC), 80% of the state's 

offender population are substance abusers.36 
 Drug Treatment Programs37 

The Deleware DOC offers a 3-step substance abuse treatment program for 
rehabilitating drug offenders. The 3 steps of this treatment program are respectively 
called: KEY, Crest, Aftercare. Treatment follows the offender from incarceration to 
work release and finally, to full-time status in the community.  

 At the end of 2006, there were 16,958 adults on probation and 544 adults on parole in 
Delaware.38 
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Consequences of Use 
 There were 64 drug-induced deaths in reported in Delaware during 2005.39  

 
Treatment 

 During FY 2006, Delaware’s Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health funded 
8,216 adult admissions to treatment programs statewide.40 

 
Adult Treatment Admissions, by Primary Drug, Delaware, FY 2004-2006 
Drug Type FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 
Alcohol 2,685 2,336 2,084 
Heroin 2,390 2,234 2,109 
Cocaine 527 533 481 
Crack cocaine 1,017 943 895 
Marijuana/hashish 1,666 1,801 1,872 
Amphetamines 21 18 39 
Other opiates and synth. 252 286 369 
Other/missing/unknown 324 329 367 
Total 8,882 8,480 8,216 
 

 According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 20,000 (2.83%) Delaware 
citizens reported needing but not receiving treatment for illicit drug use within the 
past year.41  
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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