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drawn. The information contained in this profile should not be used to rank or compare States or 
jurisdictions, due to differences in data collection and reporting methods. 



Colorado 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 4,753,3771 
 Race/ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 82.8% white; 3.7% 

black/African American; 0.9% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.8% Asian; 0.1% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 7.1% other race; 2.6% two or more races; 
19.7% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)2 

 
Political 

 Governor: Bill Ritter3  
 Lt. Governor: Barbara O’Brien4 
 Attorney General: John Suthers5 
 Secretary of State: Mike Coffman6 
 U.S. Senators: Ken Salazar (D); Wayne A. Allard (R)7 
 U.S. Representatives:  Diana DeGette (D); Mark Udall (D); John Salazar (D); 

Marilyn N. Musgrave (R); Doug Lamborn (R); Thomas Gerard Tancredo (R); Ed 
Perlmutter (D)8 

 Capitol: Denver9 
 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)10 
The Rocky Mountain HIDTA was designated in 1996 and is responsible for areas in 
Colorado, Montana, Utah and Wyoming. In Colorado, this HIDTA is responsible for 
the following counties: Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Denver, Douglas, Eagle, El Paso, 
Garfield, Grand, Jefferson, LaPlata, Larimer, Mesa, Moffatt, Pueblo, Routt and Weld. 

 Colorado Drug-Free Workplace Alliance11 
The Colorado Drug-Free Workplace Alliance is a non-profit association of businesses 
concerned about the impact of drugs and alcohol in the workplace. These businesses 
have joined together to make local workplaces safe and drug-free, to improve 
productivity and to enhance the health of local employees. 

 Colorado Drug Endangered Children (DEC), Inc.12 
The Colorado DEC program pursues the safety of children exposed to the extreme 
dangers of drug abuse environments. 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2007, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) made 403 drug arrests in 
Colorado.13 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Colorado, 2003-2007 
Year Arrests 
2003 329 
2004 346 
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2005 416 
2006 500 
2007 403 
 

 During 2006, there were 16,266 adult arrests for drug abuse violations in Colorado.14 
There were 17,352 such adult arrests during 2005.15 

 
Number of Drug/Alcohol Arrests, Colorado, 2005-2006 
 2005 2006
Drug Type Juvenile Adult Juvenile Adult 
Drug abuse violations 3,860 17,352 3,627 16,266 
Driving under the influence 590 31,894 561 31,130 
Liquor law violations 5,174 9,979 5,490 12,010 
 

 There were 102 adult arrests for murder in Colorado during 2006.16 During 2005, 
there were 98 adult arrests for murder in the state.17 

 
Number of Index Offense Arrests, Colorado, 2005-2006 
 2005 2006
Drug Type Juvenile Adult Juvenile Adult 
Murder 6 98 12 102 
Rape 95 385 73 408 
Robbery 204 658 218 838 
Burglary 923 2,289 961 2,165 
Auto theft 593 1,528 497 1,437 
Aggravated assault 867 4,633 799 4,733 
Larceny 7,313 17,326 6,006 13,257 
Arson 198 129 171 112 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Enforcement activities reflect a steady supply of cocaine coming into and through 
Colorado.18 Reports from law enforcement indicate increased availability of cocaine 
around the state.19 Crack is available in the larger metropolitan areas of Colorado, 
generally in street level amounts.20

 Heroin21 
Mexican black tar heroin is the predominant type of heroin found in Colorado. 
Various law enforcement and treatment indicators suggest that heroin availability and 
use may be on the rise in Colorado.  

 Marijuana22 
Marijuana is available throughout Colorado and is the most widely abused drug in the 
state. The most abundant supply of marijuana is Mexican-grown and is brought into 
and through Colorado by poly-drug trafficking organizations. Effective June 1, 2001, 
Amendment 20 allows for the use and possession of small amounts of marijuana for 
sick and dying patients. In 2006, a measure proposing the legalization of the 
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possession of ounce or smaller amounts of marijuana for personal recreational use 
was defeated. 

 Methamphetamine 
Most of the methamphetamine available in Colorado originates in Mexico.23 For the 
first time in years, nearly all indicators of methamphetamine use have declined.24  

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals25 
Current investigations indicate that the diversion of hydrocodone and oxycodone 
products continues to be a problem in Colorado.  

 According to 2005-2006 data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), approximately 384,000 (10%) of Colorado citizens (ages 12 or older) 
reported past month use of an illicit drug.26 

 
Citizens (Ages 12 or Older) Reporting Drug Use, Colorado, 2005-2006 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 384 9.99% 
Past year marijuana use 490 12.73 
Past month marijuana use 295 7.68 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 162 4.21 
Past year cocaine use 107 2.77 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 210 5.47 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 

 Approximately 1.18 million (30.7%) Colorado citizens reported that using marijuana 
occasionally (once a month) was a “great risk”.27 

 Additional 2005-2006 NSDUH results indicate that 123,000 (3.21%) Colorado 
citizens reported illicit drug dependence or abuse within the past year. Approximately 
86,000 (2.25%) reported past year illicit drug dependence.28 

 
Juveniles  

 According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 10% of Colorado 12-17 year 
olds reported past month use of an illicit drug.29 

 
Youth (12-17 Year Olds) Reporting Drug Use, Colorado, 2005-2006 Data 
Drug Type and Use Number* Percent 
Past month illicit drug use 40 10.26% 
Past year marijuana use 63 16.07 
Past month marijuana use 29 7.44 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marijuana 20 5.15 
Past year cocaine use 8 1.94 
Past year non-medical pain reliever use 31 7.91 
* The number of users is in thousands 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2006, there were 16,471 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Colorado (11,298 officers and 5,173 civilians).30 

 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 4



Trafficking and Seizures 
 Mexican poly-drug trafficking organizations control most of the methamphetamine, 

cocaine, marijuana and heroin distribution in Colorado.31 
 Dealers with ties to larger criminal organizations in Texas, California and Mexico are 

involved in all types of drug distribution throughout the state.32  
 The majority of club drug distribution is conducted by independent traffickers and 

loosely-knit organizations with various sources of supply, both overseas and within 
the United States. DEA investigations indicate that violence, pornography and 
prostitution often play key roles in club drug trafficking and abuse.33  

 Approximately 1,149.5 kilograms of marijuana were seized by Federal agencies in 
Colorado during 2007.34 

 
Amount of Federal Drug Seizures, Colorado, 2007 
Drug Type Amount Seized 
Cocaine 44.0 kilograms 
Heroin 2.5 kilograms 
Methamphetamine 8.0 kilograms 
Marijuana 1,149.5 kilograms 
MDMA 0.0 kilograms 
 

 During 2007, there were 44 methamphetamine laboratory incidents reported in 
Colorado by the DEA and state and local authorities.35  

 
Methamphetamine Laboratory Incidents, Colorado, 2003-2007 
Year Laboratory Incidents 
2003 345 
2004 118 
2005 149 
2006 96 
2007 44 
 

 During 2006, more than 7,000 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated and seized 
in Colorado as part of the DEA's Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression 
Program.36  

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Colorado, 2006 

Outdoor Operations Indoor Operations 
 

Eradicated 
Plots 

Cultivated 
Plants 

Eradicated 

 
 
Grows Seized 

 
Plants 

Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

14 3,819 47 3,667 7,486 
 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 5



Courts 
 Drug Courts37 

As of April 16, 2007, there were 15 drug courts in existence or being planned in 
Colorado. Nine drug courts had been operating for at least two years, 2 had recently 
been implemented and another 4 were being planned at that time. 

 During FY 2007, 18.5% of the Federally sentenced defendants in Colorado had 
committed a drug offense. Approximately 35% of the drug offenses involved 
methamphetamine.38 

 
Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Cases, Colorado, FY 2007 
Drug Type Involved Offenses % of Total 
Powder cocaine  35 34.7% 
Crack cocaine  20 19.8 
Heroin 6 5.9 
Marijuana 5 5.0 
Methamphetamine 32 31.7 
Other 3 3.0 
 
Corrections 

 The adult inmate population of the Colorado Department of Corrections (DOC) on 
December 31, 2007 was 22,735. The population of Colorado’s Youthful Offender 
System on December 31, 2007 was 211.39 

 During FY 2006, 22.5% of court commitments to the Colorado DOC were for drug 
offenses.40 

 According to the Colorado DOC, on June 30, 2005, approximately 78% of prisoners 
were “substance abusers.”41  

 The Colorado parole caseload on December 31, 2007 was 11,086.42 
 
Consequences of Use 

 According to the El Paso Intelligence Center, there were 10 children in Colorado 
affected by methamphetamine laboratories during 2007.43 

 Of the 8,6,93 AIDS cases reported in Colorado through from 2001-2006, 9.2% of 
cases were classified as injecting drug users (IDUs).44 

 There were 206 deaths related to cocaine or crack use reported by authorities in 
Colorado during 2006.45 

 
Drug-Related Deaths, Colorado, 2005-2006 
Drug 2005 2006 
Alcohol 1,171 1,138 
Cocaine/crack 217 206 
Heroin 42 37 
Other Opiates 301 335 
Stimulants 70 42 
Benzodiazepines 36 37 
Anti-depressants 57 48 
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 During 2006, there were 4,358 cocaine-related hospital discharges in Colorado.46 
 
Drug-Related Hospital Discharges, Colorado, 2005-2006 
Drug 2005 2006 
Alcohol 25,077 24,855 
Stimulants 2,911 2,219 
Cocaine 4,259 4,358 
Marijuana 3,952 3,668 
Opiates 3,005 3,710 
 

 During 2006, there 29 methamphetamine-related calls placed to the Rocky Mountain 
Poison & Drug Center (RMPDC) in Colorado.47 

 
Drug-Related Calls to the RMPDC, Colorado, 2005-2006 
Drug 2005 2006 
Alcohol 884 868 
Cocaine/crack 107 129 
Heroin/morphine 24 25 
Marijuana 78 45 
Methamphetamine 127 29 
Other stimulants/amph. 308 318 
Club drugs 49 49 
 
Treatment 

 During 2006, there were 78,141 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Colorado.48 
There were 76,854 such treatment admissions during 2005.49 In 2004, there were 
69,049 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in the state.50 

 
Admissions to Treatment, Colorado, 2004-2006 
 2004 2005 2006
Drug Type # % # % # % 
Alcohol only 45,791 66.3% 50,262 65.4% 49,627 63.5% 
Alcohol with secondary drug 5,936 8.6 6,970 9.1 8,304 10.6 
Cocaine (smoked) 2,502 3.6 2,716 3.5 3,102 4.0 
Cocaine (other route) 1,468 2.1 1,420 1.8 1,680 2.1 
Marijuana 5,583 8.1 5,827 7.6 5,952 7.6 
Heroin 1,599 2.3 1,737 2.3 1,754 2.2 
Other opiates 745 1.1 850 1.1 1,030 1.3 
PCP 7 0.0 13 0.0 6 0.0 
Hallucinogens 26 0.0 28 0.0 39 0.0 
Amphetamines 4,867 7.0 6,389 8.3 6,030 7.7 
Other stimulants 67 0.1 175 0.2 154 0.2 
Tranquilizers 181 0.3 155 0.2 190 0.2 
Sedatives 68 0.1 137 0.2 101 0.1 
Inhalants 44 0.1 29 0.0 33 0.0 
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Other unknown 165 0.2 146 0.2 139 0.2 
Total 69,049 100.0 76,854 100.0 78,141 100.0 
 

 According to 2005-2006 NSDUH data, approximately 110,000 (2.87%) Colorado 
citizens reported needing but not receiving treatment for illicit drug use within the 
past year.51  
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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