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Phoenix, Arizona 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics1

 Population (2002 American Community Survey): 1,312,389 
 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 53.2% white; 4.2% 

black/African American; 1.6% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.0% Asian; 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.0% other race; 1.8% two or more races; 
37.1% Hispanic/Latino (of any race) 

 Phoenix is located in Maricopa County.  
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Phil Gordon2 
 City Council Members (Districts): Dave Siebert (1); Peggy Neely (2); Vice Mayor 

Peggy Bilsten (3); Tom Simplot (4); Claude Mattox (5); Greg Stanton (6); Doug 
Lingner (7); Michael Johnson (8)3 

 Chief of Police: Jack Harris4 
 Maricopa County Sheriff: Joe Arpaio5 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)6 
The Arizona Partnership was designated in 1990 as part of the Southwest Border 
HIDTA. This region has 350 miles of largely unsecured international border. The 
Arizona Partnership is responsible for 8 Arizona counties, including Maricopa. 

 Crime Free Multi-Housing Program7 
The Phoenix Crime Free Multi-Housing Program was designed to help residents, 
owners, and managers of rental property keep drugs and other illegal activities off 
their property. The Phoenix Police Department offers free seminars about the Crime 
Free Multi-Housing Program to those interested. 

 Methamphetamine Community Awareness Program8 
The Phoenix Police Department Methamphetamine Community Awareness Program 
"What’s Cookin’ in Your Neighborhood?” was initiated to educate the public about 
the methamphetamine drug problem in neighborhoods and the city. The program 
produced an educational video about how to detect a "meth" lab and how to respond. 

 
Federal Funding 

 Drug Free Communities Support Program grantees in Phoenix:9 
• Original award year 2003: $100,000 to Excelencia Drug Prevention Community 

Coalition 
• There were no original award year recipients during 2002 in Phoenix 
• Original award year 2001: $300,000 to the Wheel Council/Hamilton Storytelling 

for Empowerment Coalition 
• Original award year 2000: $375,000 to the American Indian Prevention Coalition, 

Inc. 
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• There were no original award recipients during 1999 in Phoenix 
 Community Capacity Development Office10 

Three sites in Phoenix have received Federal funding and official recognition as 
Weed and Seed sites. 

 FY 2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
Discretionary Funds received in Phoenix:11 
• Center for Mental Health Services: $3,035,350 
• Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $1,490,134 
• Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $3,215,874 

 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services  
grant amounts received in Phoenix:12  
• Communities (discretionary): 0 awards  
• Counter-Terrorism (discretionary): 3 awards valued at $49,650,467 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: 5 awards valued at $944,109 
 formula: 4 awards valued at $4,440,260  

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: 26 awards valued at $20,169,812 
 formula: 8 awards valued at $21,594,120 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: 0 awards 
 formula: 1 award valued at $1,296,438  

• Victims: 
 discretionary: 2 awards valued at $500,000 
 formula: 2 awards valued at $7,952,000 

 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Discretionary Grant: 
• FY 2003: no Phoenix grantees13 
• FY 2002: $426,742 to the Superior Court of Arizona/Family Court 

Administration (to be used for drug court implementation)14  
 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant: 
• FY 2003: no Phoenix grantees15 
• FY 2002:16 

 $194,190 to the City of Phoenix 
 $250,000 to the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Department 

 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grant amount received in 
Phoenix in FY 2001:17 
• $123,711 to Fillmore Investors Limited 
• $124,968 to Casa Madrid Apartments 
• $123,800 to The Broadway House Corporation 
• $124,722 to Paradise Shadows Limited Partnership 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 As of June 2004, there were 1,799 marijuana related offenses known to the Phoenix 
Police Department.18 

 
 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 3



Number of Substance-Related Offenses Known to Police, Phoenix, June 2004 
Type of Offense # of Offenses 
Narcotic drug laws 4,868 
   Opium 1,658 
   Marijuana 1,799 
   Synthetics 1,371 
   Non-narcotics 40 
Driving under the influence 1,479 
Liquor laws 513 
 

 As of June 2004, there were 91 homicide offenses known to the Phoenix police.19  
 
Number of Part I Offenses Known to Police, Phoenix, June 2004 
Offense # of Offenses 
Homicide 91 
Forcible rape 241 
Robbery 1,831 
Aggravated assault 2,605 
Burglary 9,142 
Larceny-theft 27,327 
Motor vehicle theft 12,477 
Arson 199 
Total Part I  53,913 
 

 There were 247 murders known to police in Phoenix during 2003.20 There were also 
17,104 burglary offenses known to the Phoenix Police Department during 2003.21 

 
Number of Part I Offenses Known to Police, Phoenix, 1999-2003 
Offense 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 
Murder 216 152 207 183 247 
Rape 400 422 400 410 526 
Robbery 3,819 3,763 4,629 4,075 3,676 
Aggravated assault 5,766 5,417 5,294 5,561 5,279 
Burglary 15,927 15,860 16,673 16,855 17,104 
Theft 50,556 52,418 55,190 57,214 55,068 
Auto theft 17,959 19,466 22,580 25,624 25,651 
Arson 237 255 421 501 436 
Total Part I 94,880 97,753 105,394 110,423 107,987 
  

 During 2003, there were 8,486 drug offenses known to police in Phoenix.22 
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Number of Substance-Related Offenses Known to Police, Phoenix, 1999-2003 
Drug Type 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 
Narcotic drug laws 9,122 8,236 7,279 7,909 8,486 
   Opium 4,530 3,511 2,975 3,201 2,853 
   Marijuana 3,089 3,119 2,653 2,606 3,055 
   Synthetic 1,322 1,425 1,485 1,949 2,473 
   Dangerous drugs 181 181 166 153 105 
Driving under the influence 2,000 2,545 3,164 3,125 2,854 
Liquor laws 1,438 1,250 926 900 887 
 

 Data from 2003 indicate that 23.4% of adult male arrestees and 28.1% of adult female 
arrestees tested positive for cocaine at arrest in Phoenix.23 

 
Percent of Adult Arrestees Testing Positive for Drugs, Phoenix, 2003 
 Males Females 
Cocaine 23.4% 28.1% 
Opiates 4.4 6.1 
Marijuana 40.9 31.6 
Methamphetamine 38.3 41.6 
Any drug 74.1 74.6 
Multiple drugs 27.8 28.7 
 

 Additional Phoenix arrestee drug use data for 2003 indicate that 48.4% of the adult 
male arrestees used marijuana within the past year. Among those reporting past year 
marijuana use, the drug was used an average of 9.3 days within the past month.24 

 
Past Drug Use, Adult Male Arrestees, Phoenix, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari-
juana 

 
Meth. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 9.8% 5.5% 34.2% 28.1% 2.5% 
Past 30 days 11.2% 7.6% 40.8% 31.3% 2.8% 
Past year 13.6% 12.9% 48.4% 34.8% 3.6% 
Average # of days in month 8.6 days 3.4 days 9.3 days 10.2 days 11.1 days 
 

 During 2003, 46.9% of adult female arrestees in Phoenix reported past year use of 
marijuana. Among the female arrestees who reported past year use of marijuana, the 
average number of days the substance was used in the past month was 9.2 days 25 

 
Past Drug Use, Adult Female Arrestees, Phoenix, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari-
juana 

 
Meth. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 16.8% 6.9% 30.7% 31.0% 4.0% 
Past 30 days 17.4% 10.0% 37.3% 36.6% 4.4% 
Past year 21.9% 13.9% 46.9% 41.5% 6.2% 
Average # of days in month 10.1 days 5.1 days 9.2 days 10.1 days 11.3 days 
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 In 2001, law enforcement uncovered an OxyContin prescription fraud group 
operating in the Phoenix area. More than 20 individuals were involved in the 
organization.26  

 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Powder cocaine is consistently available throughout the Phoenix area.27 Powder 
cocaine prices range from $600-$800/ounce to $14,000-$17,000/kilogram. Prices for 
crack cocaine range from $20/rock to $100-$250/gram.28 Crack purity levels in 
Phoenix range from 50% to 90%.29  

 Heroin 
Black tar heroin remains the most frequently used form of heroin among the 
traditional heroin users in Phoenix.30 While Mexican black tar heroin is the 
predominate type of heroin found in Phoenix, Mexican brown powdered heroin is 
also readily available.31 Heroin prices range from $80/gram to $950-$1,000/ounce to 
$42,000-$50,000/kilogram.32

 Marijuana 
Marijuana prices range from $75-$150/ounce to $500-$700/pound.33

 Methamphetamine 
During the 2nd quarter of FY 2003, the DEA reported that 31 children were present at 
clandestine drug labs in Phoenix. Methamphetamine sells for $5,000-6,000/pound and 
“ice” sells for $9,000/pound and $600/ounce.34 Methamphetamine sold for 
$425/ounce in Phoenix.35  

 Club Drugs 
Wholesale MDMA prices in the Phoenix area range from $5.50 to $10.50/tablet. The 
tablets are then sold for $15-$30 retail.36 PMA is reportedly being sold in the city as 
ecstasy. GHB is also available in Phoenix and sells for $5-$10/dose (one teaspoon) 
and $425 for 25 pounds. LSD is “readily available” in Phoenix and sells for $4/dose 
and $140-150/bottle containing approximately 90 doses.37  

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals 
The Phoenix DEA Diversion Group reports that the most commonly abused 
pharmaceutical drugs in the area are Vicodin, Lortab, and other hydrocodone 
products. Prices for diverted pharmaceuticals include: $20-25/40-milligram 
OxyContin tablet; $5/Percocet tablet; $5/Vicodin tablet; $4/10-milligram Valium 
tablet; $5-6/10 milligrams of Lortab; and $2/Soma tablet.38

 
Juveniles  

 As part of the 2002 Arizona Youth Survey, 3,354 students from Maricopa County 
were surveyed. Approximately 24% (24.4%) of Maricopa County seniors, 18.9% of 
10th graders, and 13.7% of 8th graders reported being drunk or high at school within 
the past year.39 

 More than 10% (10.2%) of Maricopa County seniors, 9.6% of 10th graders, and 5.3% 
of 8th graders reported that they have sold illegal drugs within the past year.40 

 Approximately 30% of the high school seniors surveyed reported using a drug within 
the past month.41 
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Percent of Students Reporting Past Month Substance Use, Maricopa Co., 2002 
Substance 8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade 
Alcohol 33.5% 48.2% 60.5% 
Cigarettes 8.8 18.4 23.1 
Smokeless tobacco 3.0 3.5 4.1 
Marijuana 13.2 22.4 27.0 
Inhalants 7.2 3.4 2.2 
Hallucinogens 1.4 3.3 3.0 
Cocaine 2.4 3.7 3.9 
Amphetamines 0.9 2.7 2.2 
Steroids 1.0 1.5 0.8 
Heroin 1.0 1.3 1.1 
Sedatives 1.1 2.8 4.0 
Ecstasy 3.3 2.0 3.5 
Any drug 18.9 25.4 29.7 
 

 More than half (51.2%) of the Maricopa County high school seniors reported using 
marijuana during their lifetimes.42 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Lifetime Substance Use, Maricopa County, 2002 
Substance 8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade 
Alcohol 54.8% 71.7% 80.3% 
Cigarettes 36.9 47.4 60.5 
Marijuana 22.7 40.9 51.2 
Inhalants 12.2 10.0 9.6 
Hallucinogens 2.4 8.4 13.9 
Cocaine 4.2 7.5 11.8 
Amphetamines 2.6 6.3 8.3 
Steroids 2.1 2.9 3.1 
Heroin 1.7 2.9 3.9 
Sedatives 2.1 6.1 8.5 
Ecstasy 5.0 8.2 13.8 
Any drug 29.4 43.7 52.8 
 

 Preliminary data indicate that 72% of Phoenix juvenile male detainees and 53.2% of 
juvenile female detainees tested positive for drugs in 2002.43 

 
Percent of Juvenile Detainees Testing Positive for Drugs, Phoenix, 2002 
 Males Females 
Cocaine 11.9% 6.3% 
Opiates 0.0 0.0 
Marijuana 67.9 34.2 
Methamphetamine 13.8 26.3 
Any drug 72.0 53.2 
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Enforcement 
 Drug Enforcement Bureau44 

The Drug Enforcement Bureau of the Phoenix Police Department is responsible for 
the investigation and suppression of illegal drugs in Phoenix. This bureau is also 
involved in the interdiction of drug trafficking through the Sky Harbor International 
Airport and shipping facilities throughout the city. 

 Commercial Narcotics Interdiction Program45 
Administered by the Phoenix Police Department, this task force is made up of 
Federal, State, and local officers organized to identify, arrest, and prosecute drug 
traffickers using commercial transportation and air freight/parcel companies to 
transport drugs and money for drug purchases. 

 Forensic Analysis Program46 
Administered by the Phoenix Police Department, the Forensic Analysis Program 
provides Phoenix and Commercial Interdiction task force members with scientific 
support required for efficient court adjudication of drug-related cases. During FY 
2003, the Phoenix Police Department Laboratory received 7,550 drug samples for 
analysis, an average of 629 samples per month. More than 18,000 analyses of the 
samples were made during FY 2003. 

 
Number of Drug Analyses by Forensic Analysis Program, Phoenix, FY 1988-2003 
 FY 2003 FY 1988-FY 2003 
Cocaine 6,298 110,969 
Cannabis  4,922 98,633 
Other controlled substances 7,617 97,965 
Total analyses 18,837 307,567 
 

 During 2002, the approximate costs for cleaning up the clandestine methamphetamine 
labs in the Phoenix area was $743,000.47  

 As of October 31, 2002, there were 3,628 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Phoenix (2,773 officers and 855 civilians).48 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Phoenix is a primary distribution center and drug transit area because of its close 
proximity and easy access to the Arizona-Sonora, Mexico border. Multi-ton quantities 
of cocaine and marijuana and increasingly large quantities of methamphetamine and 
heroin are smuggled into the city for eventual transportation and distribution 
throughout the country.49  

 The DEA’s Phoenix Division participated in an investigation named “Operation X-
Out,” that focused on dismantling organizations that produced and distributed club 
drugs. The investigation discovered that a number of drugs, including ecstasy, 
cocaine, marijuana, crack cocaine, methamphetamine, heroin and prescription drugs 
were being distributed out of numerous bars and clubs.50 

 During FY 2003, the Commercial Narcotics Interdiction Program seized 2,316 
pounds of cannabis.51 
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Seizures Made by the Commercial Narcotics Interdiction Program, FY 1988-2003 
 FY 2003 FY 1988-2003 
Cocaine (ounces) 185 9,186 
Cannabis (pounds) 2,316 49,629 
Cannabis (plants) 0 107 
Heroin (grams) 26 3,677 
Amphetamines/meth (grams) 6,792 100,346 
Other drugs (dosage units) 18,811 994,710 
Estimated value of non-drug seizures $2,070,554 $25,623,800 
 
Courts 

 Drug Courts52 
As of May 2004, there were 2 drug courts in Phoenix that had been operating for 
more than 2 years and 1 drug court that had recently been implemented. There were 
no additional drug courts being planned in Phoenix.  

 Maricopa County Attorney’s Office Special Crimes, Gang, Homicide, Trial and Drug 
Diversion Bureaus53 
The primary objective of this unit is to coordinate and cooperate with all county law 
enforcement and prosecutorial agencies to increase the apprehension and conviction 
of drug offenders, and seize forfeitable assets. This unit focuses on major, multi-
jurisdictional offenders, increased asset seizures, reduction in local user demand for 
drugs and enhanced operational effectiveness. Since FY 1991, this unit has concluded 
89,514 drug cases. 

 
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office Prosecution Activities, FY 1991-2003 
 FY 2003 FY 1991-2003 
Total cases concluded 10,156 89,514 
Number of convictions   
     Felony 6,423 57,161 
     Misdemeanor 1 6,509 
     Undesignated* 333 2,819 
Number of sentences   
     Prison 1,171 10,189 
     Jail/Jail and probation 1,294 13,002 
     Probation 4,326 31,565 
*Undesignated at time of conviction. Type of conviction depends upon fulfillment of other obligations. 
 
Corrections 

 Maricopa County Drug Enforcement Detention Strategy54 
Administered by the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office, this program enhances the 
Maricopa County jail system by providing 8 full-time detention officers allowing the 
jail to respond to increasing drug arrests and daily drug violator inmate population 
demands. 

 During 2002, the average daily inmate population at the Maricopa County jail was 
7,892, a 20% increase from 1999 to 2002. The number of inmates in the jail on drug 
or drug-related charges makes up a substantial portion of the population.55 
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 Approximately 118,755 inmates were processed at the Maricopa County jail during 
2002.56 

 Approximately 75% (n=13,559) of the admissions to the Treatment Alternatives to 
Street Crime Juvenile Probation Program in Maricopa County from 1989 to March 
2003 were admitted for marijuana treatment.57 

 
Consequences of Use 

 During 2002, there were 10,292 drug-related episodes reported to the Drug Abuse 
Warning Network (DAWN) by emergency departments (ED) in Phoenix. Cocaine 
was mentioned 1,727 times in the Phoenix ED episodes.58 

 
Drug-Related ED Episodes and Mentions, Phoenix, 1998-2002 
Drug Type 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol-in-combination 2,168 1,915 2,303 2,627 2,239 
Cocaine 1,486 1,877 1,775 1,752 1,727 
Heroin 873 839 841 777 672 
Marijuana 727 1,028 1,073 1,284 1,366 
Amphetamines 362 519 661 888 1,436 
Methamphetamine 446 341 600 604 501 
MDMA 2 20 76 96 50 
Ketamine -- 4 14 4 13 
LSD 99 156 135 62 15 
PCP 46 39 47 61 83 
Misc. hallucinogens 3 71 53 25 24 
GHB 2 17 16 19 14 
Flunitrazepam 0 1 -- -- 0 
Inhalants 4 14 7 4 10 
Combinations NTA* 9 6 7 7 25 
Total drug episodes 7,055 8,289 9,071 10,084 10,292 
Total drug mentions 12,281 14,040 15,425 17,805 17,927 
* NTA = Not tabulated above 
 

 During 2002, the Maricopa County Medical Examiner’s Office reported 132 
methamphetamine-related deaths, 116 cocaine-related deaths, and 103 heroin-related 
deaths.59 

 During 2002, there were 516 drug-related deaths reported to DAWN by Medical 
Examiners (ME) in the Phoenix area. Cocaine was mentioned 209 times in the drug-
related deaths.60 
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Number of Drug Abuse Deaths and Drug Mentions, Phoenix Area*, 1998-2002 
Drug Type 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol-in-combination 159 259 236 173 190 
Cocaine 174 236 213 175 209 
Heroin/morphine 171 177 181 140 169 
Marijuana -- 3 8 1 1 
Amphetamine 47 72 78 107 112 
Methamphetamine 60 94 109 122 132 
Club drugs -- 6 6 1 5 
Hallucinogens 1 1 4 4 4 
Inhalants 2 7 1 -- -- 
Narcotic analgesics 200 291 318 261 217 
Other analgesics 23 15 26 26 17 
Benzodiazepines 90 95 104 80 81 
Antidepressants 135 223 242 168 85 
All other substances 302 484 452 320 129 
Total drug deaths 389 561 587 453 516 
Total drug mentions 1,364 1,963 1,978 1,578 1,351 
* For 1998 and 1999, Maricopa and Pinal Counties both provided data to DAWN. From 2000-2002, only 
Maricopa County supplied data. 
 

 During 2001, there were 159 methamphetamine-related deaths reported by the 
Maricopa County Medical Examiner’s Office.61 

 
Number of Drug-Related Deaths, Phoenix, 1995-2001 
Drug 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Cocaine 35 16 21 87 215 167 136 
Morphine 73 77 48 90 106 137 103 
Coc./morph. comb. 27 24 35 65 55 54 52 
Methadone comb. 7 11 14 26 43 37 48 
Methamphetamine 50 7 15 51 75 105 159 
Meth. combinations 1 10 20 30 43 48 35 
Propoxyphene/other narc. 2 4 8 20 57 70 54 
Barbit./benzo./other 4 15 55 52 41 77 25 
Total 199 164 216 421 635 695 584 
 
Treatment 

 Approximately 22% of Phoenix adult male arrestees interviewed during 2003 
reported receiving inpatient or residential treatment at some point in their lives.62 

 
Percent of Adult Arrestees Reporting Past Drug Treatment, Phoenix, 2003 
 
Type of Treatment 

Male
       Ever               Past Year 

Female 
       Ever               Past Year 

Outpatient 19.4% 4.0% 21.6% 6.8% 
Inpatient/Residential 22.1 4.4 24.1 6.2 
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 Approximately 15% of the drug treatment provided in Phoenix is attributed to the 
abuse of diverted pharmaceuticals.63 
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