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Arkansas 

 
The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 2,725,714 (July 2003 Census estimate);1 2,634,848 (2002 American 
Community Survey)2  

 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 77.99% white; 15.68% 
black/African American; 0.34% American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.79% Asian; 
0.05% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.16% other race; 1.47% two or more 
races; 3.51% Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race) 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Mike Huckabee3 
 Lieutenant Governor: Winthrop P. Rockefeller4  
 Attorney General: Mike Beebe5 
 Secretary of State: Charlie Daniels6 
 U.S. Senators:  Blanche Lincoln (D), Mark Pryor (D)7 
 U.S. Representatives: Marion Berry (D), Vic Snyder (D), John Boozman (R), and Mike 

Ross (D)8 
 Capital: Little Rock9 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 Arkansas for Drug-Free Youth (ADFY)10 
ADFY, established in 1985, is a non-profit organization dedicated to the prevention 
of alcohol, tobacco, illicit drugs, and violence among Arkansas’s youth. ADFY uses 
concepts of media literacy and skill based training to empower youth to make healthy 
choices. 

 
Federal Funding 

 Drug Free Communities Support Program Grantees in Arkansas:11 
• FY 2003:  

 $99,951 to Harbor House, Inc., Fort Smith 
 $99,919 to Huntsville School District, Huntsville 
 $99,991 to Community Resource Agency, Pine Bluff 

• FY 2002: $99,869 to Carroll County Drug-Free Prevention Planning Board, 
Berryville 

• FY 2001: $99,848 to Rogers Development Foundation, Rogers 
• FY 2000: no grantees 
• FY 1999: $99,818 to Youth CAN!, Springdale 

 Office for Weed and Seed12 
Two sites in Arkansas, Pine Bluff and T-BON (Texarkana), have been officially 
designated as Weed and Seed sites. 
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 FY 2003/2004 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Formula 
and Discretionary Grant Allotments Summary for Arkansas:13 
• Formula Funding: $18,103,326 

 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant: $13,450,399 
 Community Mental Health Services Block Grant: $3,942,927 
 Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness: $300,000 
 Protection and Advocacy Formula Grant: $410,000 

• Discretionary Funding $2,330,870 
 Mental Health: $499,101 
 Substance Prevention: $484,772 
 Substance Abuse Treatment: $1,346,997  

• Total Mental Health Funds: $5,152,028 
• Total Substance Abuse Funds: $15,282,168 
• Total Funds for Arkansas: $20,434,196 

 FY 2004 Byrne Formula Grant Program amount awarded to Arkansas: $4,990,57714 
 FY 1996-2003 Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) for State Prisoners 

Formula Grant amount allocated to Arkansas:  
• FY 1996: $268,92315 
• FY 1997: $302,99416 
• FY 1998: $635,67517 
• FY 1999: $633,02018 
• FY 2000: $640,09119 
• FY 2001: $652,40620 
• FY 2002: $749,14121 
• FY 2003: $697,32822 

 FY 2002-2003 Drug Courts Grant Program Grantees in Arkansas:  
• FY 2002:23 

 $351,671 to Arkansas Department of Community Correction Eighth North 
Judicial Circuit for drug court implementation 

• FY 2003:24 
 $498,518 to Sebastian County Circuit Court for an adult drug court 

 There were no recipients in Arkansas of the FY 2003 Community Oriented Policing 
Services Methamphetamine Grant25 

 FY 2002 Community Oriented Policing Services Methamphetamine Grant amounts 
received in Arkansas:26  
• $222,222 to the Conway Police Department  
• $222,222 to the North Little Rock Police Department  
• $70,017 to the City of Pine Bluff 
• $222,222 to the Searcy Police Department 

 FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Low Income Housing Drug Elimination 
Grant amounts in Arkansas:27 
• $125,000 to Allied Gardens Limited Partnership 
• $125,000 to Old Oaks Partnership 
• $94,285 to Westside Rehab Corporation 
• $125,000 to Wilshire-Shorter Limited Partnership 
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• $125,000 to Scott County Apartments Limited 
 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services total grant 

amounts received in Arkansas (by funding category):28 
• Communities (discretionary): $1.6 million 
• Counter-terrorism (discretionary): $6.0 million 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: $0.3 million 
 formula: $4.2 million 

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: $16.5 million 
 formula: $4.4 million 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: $3.3 million 
 formula: $6.4 million 

• Victims: 
 discretionary: $0 
 formula: $4.5 million 

• Total OJP/COPS funds received in Arkansas in FY 2002: $47.3 million 
 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2000, there were 12,229 arrests for drug abuse violations in Arkansas.29 This 
number decreased to 10,201 during 2001.30 During 2002, there were 6,960 arrests for 
drug abuse violations in Arkansas.31 

 
Number of Arrests, Selected Offenses, Arkansas, 2000-2002 
Offense Type 2000 2001 2002 
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter 161 29 48 
Forcible rape 353 123 93 
Robbery 764 413 443 
Aggravated assault 3,681 2,459 2,319 
Burglary 2,720 1,752 1,234 
Larceny-theft 12,621 9,736 7,333 
Motor vehicle theft 480 558 349 
Arson 115 130 58 
Drug abuse violations 12,229 10,201 6,960 
Driving under the influence 16,640 14,672 9,781 
Liquor laws 2,541 1,918 1,649 
Drunkenness 14,854 12,901 8,943 
 

 During 2001, there were 14,754 total drug arrests in Arkansas. The majority of these 
drug arrests were for drug possession.32 
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Number of Drug Arrests, Arkansas, 2001 
Drug Type Number of Drug Arrests 
Sale/Manufacture 
Opium/cocaine 1,078 
Marijuana 1,051 
Synthetic narcotics 1,323 
Other dangerous drugs 239 
Sale/manufacturing subtotal 3,691 
Possession 
Opium/cocaine 1,427 
Marijuana 6,877 
Synthetic narcotics 1,892 
Other dangerous drugs 867 
Possession subtotal 11,063 
Total drug arrests 14,754 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Powder and crack cocaine are significant problems to Arkansas because of their 
relation to street gang violence, especially in inner city areas. Cocaine is readily 
available throughout Arkansas, which allows street gangs to spread crack use to many 
suburban and rural areas.33 Crack cocaine is primarily available in larger cities. 
During FY 2002, powder cocaine was 71.8% pure and crack cocaine was 50.6% 
pure.34

 Heroin 
Heroin is not considered a significant drug problem in Arkansas.35 Mexican black tar 
and brown powdered heroin are available in the state but on a limited basis. During 
FY 2002, heroin was 44.3% pure.36

 Marijuana 
Mexican and domestic marijuana are widely available throughout Arkansas. 37 Most 
marijuana available in the state is produced in Mexico, although some is cultivated 
locally.38  

 Methamphetamine 
Methamphetamine is the primary drug of concern in Arkansas. Locally produced 
methamphetamine as well as imported methamphetamine, produced in Mexico, are 
both available in Arkansas.39 Prices for methamphetamine have remained stable 
although its purity has fluctuated. During FY 2002, methamphetamine in Arkansas 
was 35% pure.40

 Club Drugs41 
The most popular club drug in Arkansas is MDMA, although LSD, GHB, and 
OxyContin are increasing in demand. Club drugs are commonly used at raves and 
college hangouts. 

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals42 
Hydrocodone products, codeine, oxycodone, and benzodiazepines are the most 
popular diverted pharmaceuticals in Arkansas. 
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 According to 2000-2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 

48.69% of Arkansas citizens ages 12 and older felt that smoking marijuana once a 
month posed a great risk.43 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Drug Use, by Age, Arkansas, 2000-2001 Data 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Past month use of any illicit drug 11.40% 18.27% 4.08% 6.69% 
Past month use of marijuana 7.22 14.50 3.03 4.97 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marij. 6.14 8.09 1.91 3.16 
Past year cocaine use 1.49 4.40 1.11 1.58 
Great risk of smoking marijuana once a month 39.97 31.77 52.77 48.69 
 

 According to 2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse, 
approximately 1.45% of Arkansas citizens reported past year dependence on illicit 
drugs.44 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Past Year Dependence/Abuse, Arkansas, 2001 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Illicit drug dependence 2.24% 4.26% 0.87% 1.45% 
Illicit drug dependence or abuse 5.02 7.58 1.25 2.47 
Alcohol dependence 2.18 5.54 1.79 2.33 
Alcohol dependence or abuse 5.96 12.82 3.89 5.28 
Alcohol or illicit drug dependence or abuse 8.54 16.42 4.61 6.56 
 
Juveniles  

 A survey of Arkansas's high school students in 2001 revealed that 43.6% had used 
marijuana at least once in their lifetime and 22.6% were current marijuana users.45 
 

Percent of High School Students Using Selected Drugs, Arkansas, 2001 
 Female Male Total 
Lifetime marijuana use  38.2% 49.1% 43.6% 
Current marijuana use  18.4 26.7 22.6 
Lifetime cocaine use 8.4 9.1 8.7 
Current cocaine use 3.6 4.6 4.1 
Lifetime inhalant use 12.6 15.7 14.1 
Current inhalant use 4.1 4.8 4.4 
Lifetime heroin use  2.7 3.3 3.0 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 11.6 12.0 11.8 
Lifetime illegal steroid use  5.1 8.8 6.9 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use  2.1 2.5 2.3 
Tried marijuana before age 13 years 7.9 15.2 11.6 
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 During 2000, there were 863 juvenile arrests for drug abuse violations in Arkansas.46 
This number decreased to 848 during 2001.47 During 2002, there were 496 juvenile 
arrests for drug abuse violations in Arkansas.48 

 
Number of Juvenile Arrests, Selected Offenses, Arkansas, 2000-2002 
Offense Type 2000 2001 2002 
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter 18 0 1 
Forcible rape 38 12 8 
Robbery 104 65 56 
Aggravated assault 332 177 207 
Burglary 780 417 284 
Larceny-theft 3,034 2,244 1,890 
Motor vehicle theft 134 125 63 
Arson 24 38 8 
Drug abuse violations 863 848 496 
Driving under the influence 252 202 150 
Liquor laws 355 352 261 
Drunkenness 337 281 263 
 

 During 2001, there were 1,274 total juvenile drug arrests in Arkansas. The majority of 
these juvenile drug arrests were for drug possession.49 

 
Number of Juvenile Drug Arrests, Arkansas, 2001 
Drug Type Number of Drug Arrests 
Sale/Manufacture 
Opium/cocaine 52 
Marijuana 79 
Synthetic narcotics 19 
Other dangerous drugs 17 
Sale/manufacturing subtotal 167 
Possession 
Opium/cocaine 78 
Marijuana 875 
Synthetic narcotics 84 
Other dangerous drugs 70 
Possession subtotal 1,107 
Total drug arrests 1,274 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2002, 7,638 persons were employed as law enforcement personnel 
in Arkansas (5,064 officers and 2,574 civilians).50 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 During full year 2003, the DEA and state and local authorities in Arkansas reported 
687 methamphetamine lab incidents to the El Paso Intelligence Center.51 
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Number of Methamphetamine Incidents/Seizures, Arkansas, 2003 
Type of Seizure Number 
Chemical/glass/equipment 57 
Dumpsite 25 
Laboratory 605 
Total 687 
 

 During 2002, there were 32,537 cultivated marijuana plants eradicated in Arkansas 
under the Drug Enforcement Administration’s Domestic Cannabis 
Eradication/Suppression Program.52  

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Arkansas, 2002 

Outdoor Operations 
                             Cultivated 
     Plots                   Plants 
 Eradicated        Eradicated 

Indoor Operations 
 
     Grows               Plants 
     Seized            Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

184 31,940 21 597 32,537 
  

 During 2002, there were 401.2 kilograms (kgs.) of marijuana seized in Arkansas.53 
 
Federal Drug Seizures, Arkansas, 2002 
Drug Type Amount Seized (in kgs.) 
Cocaine 58.1 
Heroin 0 
Methamphetamine 9.5 
Marijuana 401.2 
 

 For the last several years, Arkansas ranked third in the nation per capita in terms of 
the number of clandestine methamphetamine laboratories seized, ranking only behind 
California and Missouri, both of which have substantially greater populations. During 
2001, there were 853 methamphetamine labs seized in Arkansas.54 

 
Number of Methamphetamine Laboratory Seizures, Arkansas, 1999-2001 
Year Methamphetamine Lab Seizures 
1999 552 
2000 780 
2001 853 
 

 Tens of thousands of pounds of marijuana and hundreds of kilograms of cocaine are 
seized each year on Arkansas’ interstate highways.55  

 Both powder and crack cocaine are transported into Arkansas. Powder cocaine is 
usually transported to Arkansas in multi-kilogram quantities, while crack arrives in 
multi-ounce or kilogram quantities.56  

 In-state methamphetamine production is becoming a significant issue in Arkansas. 
The State's rural landscape provides for an ideal setting for illicit manufacturing. The 
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wide availability of precursor chemicals also contributes to the ease of manufacturing 
methamphetamine.57 

 Mexican criminal groups transport and distribute the majority of methamphetamine in 
Arkansas. Caucasian local independent groups also produce methamphetamine and 
distribute at the retail level.58 

 Mexican criminal groups are the primary transporters and wholesale distributors of 
marijuana.59 

 Mexican criminal groups dominate the transportation of powder cocaine and the 
wholesale distribution. African American street gangs and local independent dealers 
also distribute powder cocaine at the wholesale level.60 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts61 
As of November 2003, there were 12 drug courts operating or being planned in 
Arkansas. Four drug courts was operating for over 2 years, 5 drug courts were 
recently implemented and 3 drug courts were being planned. 

 During FY 2001, 42.9% of the Federally sentenced offenders in Arkansas had 
committed a drug offenses. The majority of these drug cases involved crack 
cocaine.62 

 
Federally Sentenced Drug Offenders, Arkansas, 2001 
Drug Type Number Percentage 
Powder cocaine 19 11.5% 
Crack cocaine 67 40.6 
Heroin 0 0.0 
Marijuana 20 12.1 
Methamphetamine 55 33.3 
Other 4 2.4 
 
Corrections  

 As of December 31, 2002, there were 13,090 inmates under State and Federal 
jurisdiction in Arkansas.63 As of December 31, 2002, there were 11,678 persons 
under parole and 27,993 persons under probation in Arkansas.64 

 The Arkansas Department of Corrections offers Alcoholics Anonymous, Cocaine 
Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous inmate programs for recovery from substance 
abuse utilizing role models and a 12-step approach.65 

 During the end of FY 1999, nonviolent offenders accounted for 56.9% of the inmate 
population. The most common nonviolent offense was controlled substance law 
violations.66 

 
 
 
 
Consequences of Use 

 From October 1, 2002 to September 30, 2003, there were 47 Arkansas 
methamphetamine laboratory sites reported to the El Paso Intelligence Center in 
which a child was present.67 
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Characteristics of Methamphetamine Lab Incidents, Arkansas, FY 2003 
 Number 
Sites with a child affected 237 
Sites with a child exposed to toxic chemicals 62 
Sites with a child injured 1 
Sites with a child killed 0 
Sites with a child present 47 
Sites with a child residing at the site 21 
Number of children placed in protective custody 88 
 

 As of December 2003, injection drug use was related to 498 AIDS cases and 802 HIV 
cases in Arkansas.68 

 
Injection Drug User AIDS and HIV Cases, Arkansas, 1983-December 2003 
Year AIDS Cases  HIV Cases 
1983-95 276 506 
1996 29 36 
1997 50 63 
1998 37 49 
1999 21 46 
2000 23 38 
2001 30 36 
2002 21 24 
Dec. 2003 12 7 
Total 498 802 
 
Treatment 

 During 2002, the percentage of treatment admissions for amphetamines was 20.3%.69 
During 2003, amphetamine accounted for 22.1% of all substance abuse treatment 
admissions in Arkansas.70  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions, Arkansas, 2002-2003 
 
Drug Type 

2002 
   Number           Percent 

2003 
   Number          Percent 

Alcohol only 2,901 21.1% 2,485 18.6% 
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Alcohol with secondary drug 2,200 16.0 1,839 13.8 
Cocaine (smoked) 1,656 12.1 1,963 14.7 
Cocaine (other route) 347 2.5 461 3.5 
Marijuana 3,030 22.1 2,794 20.9 
Heroin 52 0.4 62 0.5 
Other opiates 504 3.7 510 3.8 
PCP 15 0.1 23 0.2 
Hallucinogens 26 0.2 20 0.1 
Amphetamines 2,781 20.3 2,952 22.1 
Tranquilizers 26 0.2 23 0.2 
Sedatives 147 1.1 167 1.3 
Inhalants 16 0.1 15 0.1 
Other/unknown 29 0.2 25 0.2 
Total 13,730 100.0 13,339 100.0 
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http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/arkansas.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs6/6184/6184p.pdf
http://www.american.edu/academic.depts/spa/justice/publications/drgchart2k.pdf
http://www.ussc.gov/JUDPACK/2001/ar01.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/p02.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/ppus02.pdf
http://www.state.ar.us/doc/pdf/factsbrochure_2000_all.pdf
http://www.state.ar.us/doc/faqs.html
http://www.healthyarkansas.com/stats/hiv_aids/123103_report.pdf
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/AR02.htm
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/quicklink/AR03.htm


This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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