Table 46.  Potency of Tested Cannabis Seizures, by Type, 1985–2003 (Percent Delta-9 THC Concentrations1 and Number of Samples Tested)

	Year
	Type of Cannabis
	All Types3

	
	Ditchweed
	Marijuana
	Sinsemilla
	

	
	Potency1
	Number2
	Potency1
	Number2
	Potency1
	Number2
	Potency1
	Number2

	1985
	0.30%
	9
	3.44%
	745
	7.95%
	12
	3.48%
	767

	1986
	0.30%
	23
	2.79%
	711
	8.78%
	14
	2.80%
	753

	1987
	0.35%
	17
	3.16%
	1,109
	8.29%
	17
	3.20%
	1,146

	1988
	0.39%
	13
	3.62%
	1,126
	8.30%
	29
	3.70%
	1,170

	1989
	0.30%
	7
	3.68%
	725
	7.13%
	29
	3.78%
	761

	1990
	0.33%
	15
	3.78%
	756
	9.59%
	16
	3.82%
	788

	1991
	0.35%
	37
	3.18%
	1,497
	11.20%
	29
	3.26%
	1,563

	1992
	0.27%
	21
	3.09%
	2,461
	9.67%
	33
	3.16%
	2,515

	1993
	0.35%
	11
	3.67%
	1,993
	4.64%
	5
	3.65%
	2,009

	1994
	0.32%
	12
	3.76%
	2,049
	6.92%
	10
	3.75%
	2,071

	1995
	0.44%
	14
	3.95%
	3,728
	9.64%
	17
	3.96%
	3,761

	1996
	0.62%
	3
	4.40%
	1,385
	11.30%
	22
	4.50%
	1,410

	1997
	0.57%
	3
	4.92%
	1,313
	11.62%
	19
	5.00%
	1,335

	1998
	0.18%
	6
	4.71%
	1,298
	11.88%
	37
	4.89%
	1,341

	1999
	0.56%
	13
	4.34%
	1,756
	13.49%
	55
	4.59%
	1,824

	2000
	0.55%
	4
	5.10%
	1,860
	12.71%
	63
	5.34%
	1,927

	2001
	0.53%
	4
	5.77%
	1,587
	12.05%
	95
	6.11%
	1,686

	2002
	0.31%
	8
	5.66%
	1,378
	14.45%
	300
	7.19%
	1,686

	2003
	0.34%
	5
	5.62%
	1,410
	14.10%
	312
	7.12%
	1,727


1These percentages, indicating potency, are based on simple arithmetic means calculated by dividing the sum of the delta-9THC concentrations of each sample by the number of seizures and are not normalized by weight of seizure.

2Number of tested samples that yield the potency in prior column.

3All tested samples include a small number of Thai sticks.

Source: Potency Monitoring Project, Quarterly Report #85.  National Center for the Development of Natural Products, Research Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences Eradication, School of Pharmacy, University of Mississippi (May 2004).

