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THE PRESI DENT: Well, thank you very much, John. This
nati on has got sone big chall enges ahead of her. One big
chal | enge, of course, is to defend freedom is to remain united
as we fight for the very values that we hold so dear.

And another big challenge is to battle drug use. Drugs
underm ne the health of our citizens; they destroy the souls of
our children. And the drug trade supports terrorist networks.
When peopl e purchase drugs, they put noney in the hands of those
who want to hurt Anerica, hurt our allies. Drugs attack
everything that is the best about this country, and | intend to
do sonet hi ng about them

Today, |'m proud to announce a national drug control
strategy. It is a plan that will lay out a conprehensive
strategy for our nation. W're putting the fight against drugs
in the center of our national agenda. And |I'mgrateful for al
of you who are here.

| want to thank John and those who work with himfor taking
on this enornous task. | also want to thank nenbers of the
United States Congress who are here: Senators G aham and Hat ch,
t hank you both for com ng today. | appreciate Elijah Cunm ngs
and Ernest |stook from Gkl ahoma; and Sander Levin from M chi gan;
John M ca, Florida; Rob Portman of Chio; and Chairnman
Sensenbrenner from Wsconsin; Mirk Souder from I ndiana. Thank
you all for comng. Your presence here shows our nutual
commtnment to put policy in place that will make a huge
difference in the lives of many, many of our citizens.

|'"'malso so grateful for Admral Loy for being here, of the
United States Coast Guard. | had the honor of traveling to Mine
recently to announce a significant initiative for the Coast
Guard, a strong comm tnent by our adm nistration to boost
spending to make sure the Coast Guard is nodern and capabl e of
not only defending our borders, but actively being engaged in the
fight to interdict drugs that could be com ng into our country
overseas. Admral Loy, |I'mproud to have you here and |I' m proud
of your team



| also want to thank many anbassadors who are here,
anbassadors from our neighbors to the south, the anbassador to
Russia. |I'mso grateful that you all are here and willing to
| end your nations' support in this great cause.

| also want to thank the citizens who are here. W've got a
fabul ous group of citizens fromaround the nation representing
groups that are -- have nmade the decision to do sonethi ng about
drug use. W've got comunity groups and prevention groups and
| aw enforcenment groups and I want to thank you for comng. And |
hope you go back and when you go hone, thank the fol ks that are
wor king with you on behalf of a grateful nation.

We've got a problemin this country. Too nany peopl e use
drugs, and this is an individual tragedy. And, as a result, it's
a social crisis. There is no question that drug use weaks havoc
on the very fabric that provides stability for our society. Drug
use wreaks havoc on our famlies. Drug use destroys people's
anbi ti ons and hopes.

More than 50 percent of our high school seniors have said
that they' ve experinmented with illegal drugs at |east once prior
to graduation. There's sone new, "hip" drugs, |ike ecstacy and
GHB. They're kind of fads. But they're dangerous and |ethal,
and they're taking too many |ives.

And we know the results. W know what can happen. The
i nportant bond between parents and children are fractured and
br oken, sonetines forever. Schools can turn into places of
vi ol ence and chaos, as opposed to places of |earning and hope.
Productive citizens can beconme so dependent, so addicted, that
they live a life of hopel essness. W've got to do sonething
about it here in Anmerica.

Drugs constitute a huge challenge to the very health of our
nation. Illegal drugs cost our health care system al nost $15
billion a year. And illegal drugs are directly inplicated in the
deat hs of al nost 20,000 Anericans a year. Drug use causes people
to commt crinme, maki ng nei ghborhoods | ess safe and | ess secure
for our famlies. Drugs help supply the deadly work of
terrorists. That's so inportant for people in our country to
under st and.

You know, |I'm asked all the tinme, how can | help fight
against terror? Wat can | do, what can | as a citizen do to
defend Anerica? WIlIl, one thing you can do is not purchase

illegal drugs. Make no m stake about it, if you're buying
illegal drugs in Anerica, it is likely that noney is going to end
up in the hands of terrorist organizations. Just think about the
Tal i ban in Afghanistan -- 70 percent of the world's opiumtrade
canme from Af ghanistan, resulting in significant inconme to the
Tal i ban, significant anmount of noney to the people that were

har bori ng and feedi ng and hiding those who attacked and killed



t housands of i1innocent Anmericans on Septenber the 11th. \Wen we
fight drugs, we fight the war on terror.

Today, |'m pleased to announce a new strategy to conbat
drugs in Anerica. W're determned to limt drug supply, to
reduce demand and to provide addicts with effective and
conpassi onate drug treatnent. Each of these steps is essential,
and they're inseparable. And these steps nust be funded, which
is why the budget | submitted to Congress calls for $19 billion
to fight drug use.

We'll fight drug supply to reduce drug use, and punish those
who deal in death. Mre than 280 netric tons of cocaine and 13
metric tons of heroin enter our country each year. To stop drugs
fromreaching our borders, the budget |'ve submtted includes
nearly $2.3 billion dollars for drug interdiction -- an increase
of over 10 percent fromlast year's budget. Wth the Coast
GQuard's help, and with out partners in other nations, with the
col | aborative efforts with the | eaders of all the nations in our
nei ghbor hood, we're going to fight drug traffickers, whether they
try to bring the drugs in this country by sea, by land or by air.

| also want to target the supply of illegal drugs that are
the source, particularly those in the Andean nations. That's why
|'ve requested $731 mllion for the Andean Counter-Drug
initiative, the countries of Bolivia and Brazil, Col onbia,
Ecuador, Panama, Peru and Venezuela. And I |ook forward to
maki ng sure the programis effective, that crop substitution
wor ks and crop destruction goes forward.

| look forward to working with your Presidents and telling
t hem point-bl ank, how anxious | amto make sure that our efforts
to interdict supply is effective and neani ngful and neasurabl e
and real .

|"ve al so asked our Honel and Security Director, Tom Ri dge,
to exam ne ways we can inprove our national border managenent
system to nmake sure we achi eve what we want on our borders,

which is commerce to nove, but to stop the illegal flow of drugs.
A nore effective managenent of our border for honel and security
will lead to better drug interdiction in our southern and

nort hern borders.

However, it is inportant for Americans and Anerican famlies
to understand this: that the best way to affect supply is to
reduce demand for drugs; that we can work as hard as we possibly
want on interdiction, but so long as there is the demand for drug
inthis country, sone crook is going to figure out how to get
themhere. And so a central focus of this strategy is to reduce
demand; is to convince our children that the use of drugs is
destructive in their lives. And that starts with good parenting.
It is essential that our parents understand that they're the
child s nost inportant teacher, and that the nessage of our
parents nust be unequivocable: don't use drugs.



And so one of the things we're going to work hard to do is
to fire up the Parents Drug Corps, is to fund an initiative that
will convince and rally parents to do their job. | say that if
we want to usher in a period of personal responsibility, if we
want a new culture that changes fromif-it-feels-good-do-it, to
one that says we're responsi ble for our decisions, it begins with
nons and dads being responsi ble parents, by telling their
children they love themon a daily basis. And if you | ove
sonebody, you'll also tell themnot to use drugs.

We know t hat community invol venent can hel p defeat demand.
Congressman Portman and Congressman Levin know that firsthand.
They have been involved in their communities to rally interests
and concerned citizens to conme with a |ocal grass-roots effort,
all ainmed at educating kids, and all ainmed at pulling conmunity
resources together to make a clear statenent, a clear responsible
statenent, that drugs wll destroy -- don't use them

And so we support the drug free community support program
by $10 million, to encourage these grass-roots efforts, kind of
the bottomup effort to reduce demand in America. The noney wll
help coalitions -- the formation of coalitions, effective
coalitions of business |eaders and teachers and famlies and | aw
enforcenment. And, oh, the faith community, we nust never forget
the faith community in America. Qur governnent nust not fear the
i nvol venent of faith-based prograns. As a matter of fact, we've
got to wel cone faith-based prograns.

This initiative is coupled with a faith-based initiative,
will help rally the armes of conpassion, those citizens who | ove
their neighbor like they'd like to be | oved thenselves, to help
send a clear nessage that we |ove you, we | ove you so much we're
going to convince you not to use drugs in the future.

We al so know that early drug education defeats demand, and
so in ny budget there are $644 mllion on the Safe and Drug- Free
School s and Conmmunities Program That is a significant
commtnent. W also want to nmake sure that it is effective, that
the nmessage that gets into the schools is one that sends this
cl ear nessage: don't use drugs, no ands, ifs or buts. Don't use
them And we know the nedia can have a powerful effect. And so
we've got a $180 nmillion on the national youth anti-drug nedia
canpai gn, a series of nessages which lay out the hazards of drug
use. And so ours is a concerted effort to reduce demand. It's
central to maeking sure we've got an effective strategy.

As demand goes down, so will supply. As we reduce demand in
Anerica, it wll take the pressure off of our friends in the
south. It wll nmake it easier for our friends in Mexico to deal
with the drug problem It will make it easier for Colonbia to be
able to deal with the growers and the nobsters who tend to weak
havoc in your country. The two are |linked, but the reduction in
demand is central to an effective strategy.



And, finally, treatment. W nust aggressively pronote drug
treatnent. Because a nation that is tough on drugs nust al so be
conpassi onate to those addicted to drugs. Today, there are 3.9
mllion drug users in America who need, but who did not receive,
hel p. And we've got to do sonething about that. W' ve got to
hel p.

W' re, therefore, proposing $3.8 billion for drug treatnment
and research. This is an increase in our budget of over 6
percent. We'lIl work with state governnents to provide treatnent
where it is needed nost, and the federal dollars wll be
distributed to states to support efforts that work -- not efforts
that m ght sound good, but efforts that actually acconplish the
obj ective of saving people's lives. This includes $100-nmillion
increase in treatnment spending as part of a plan to spend $1.6
billion over the next five years.

Now, one of the things in our strategy that | hope you find
interesting and is inportant is that we're actually going to
start targeting treatnent spending for those who are nost
vul nerable -- people |Iike pregnant nons, the honel ess, people
with H V/ AIDS, and teenagers. So while we've asked for an
increase in treatnment, there will be sone targeted people we're
trying to help, to nake sure that those get special attention and
special help in our treatnent prograns.

| believe by noving aggressively, w thout hesitation or
apology, in all three of these areas we can nmake an enor nous
difference in America. And progress nust be neasured. | told
John when he signed on, I'"'mthe kind of fellowthat |ikes to say,
what are the results? | like to know, actually, are we nmaking a
difference? And so here's our goal, here's the goal by which
we'll be neasured -- here's the goal which I'lIl be neasured
first, and then John will definitely be neasured if |I'm neasured.
(Laughter.)

| want to see a 10 percent reduction in teenage and adul t
drug use over the next two years, and a 25 percent reduction in
drug use, nationally, over the next five years. Those are our
goal s.

We understand we can't do it alone here in Washington. And
that's why our approach is a community-based approach. That's
why we recogni ze the true strength of the country is our people.
And we know there's thousands of parents, thousands of educators,
t housands of community activists, |aw enforcenment officials, al
anxi ous to conme together to achieve this national strategy.

| know they're anbitious goals, but when we neet them our
nation is going to be safer and nore hopeful. You see, there is
a noral reason for this fight. There is a noral reason to
achieve this grand national objective, and it's this: drugs rob



men and wonen and children of their dignity and their character.
Il egal drugs are the enem es of anbition and hope.

Thank you for joining the fight. My God bl ess you all.
(Appl ause.)
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