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Native American Outreach

Substance use – especially prescription drug misuse – disproportionately impacts Indian Country (IC) populations in the United 
States.  According to the 2006 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 13.7% of American Indians/Alaskan Natives (AI/AN), 
aged 12 or older, were defined as current users of illicit drugs – leading all other ethnic groups.  Alarmingly, while other ethic 
populations’ drug use has decreased or stabilized over the past five years, substance abuse in IC has increased, with the highest 
percentages of lifetime (58.8%), past year (20.1%), and past month (13.7%) drug use.  In response to these figures, ONDCP has 
advanced programs and policies specifically tailored for IC, based on our balanced strategy of prevention, treatment, and 
enforcement. 

Preventing Drug Use with Culturally-Relevant and Appropriate Programs

Treating Addiction & At-Risk Populations in Indian Country

Since 2001, ONDCP’s National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign has spent over $7 million partnering with IC to 
research and develop culturally sensitive and relevant anti-drug messages.  In 2006, the Media Campaign partnered 
with the Department of the Interior, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Partnership for a Drug-
Free America, and the National Congress of American Indians to develop a new public awareness advertising campaign 
targeting meth use.  The campaign launched in early 2008.

ONDCP’s Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Support Program has reached out to IC through numerous workshops, 
training sessions, and coalition-building conferences in order to increase AI/AN participation in community efforts to 
reduce youth drug and alcohol use.  54 tribal communities are currently receiving DFC funding totaling $5.2 million.  
Tribal representation in the DFC program has increased from 2.5% in 2006 to 7.3% in 2007.

The President’s Access to Recovery (ATR) grant program, which individualizes substance use treatment and recovery, 
is especially relevant in AI/AN communities due to IC’s rural geography and cultural sensitivities.  In 2007, ATR grants 
totaling $47.1 million (over three years) were awarded to 5 tribal organizations covering IC populations in Alaska, 
California, Idaho, Michigan, Montana, Oklahoma, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming.

In 2007, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration partnered with HHS and the National 
Institutes for Health on an Indian Country Methamphetamine Initiative.   Nearly $1.2 million was awarded to the 
Association of American Indian Physicians for education, prevention, and outreach efforts with the Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma, the Navajo Nation, the Northern Arapaho Tribe, and the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska.

As of 2007, there are 66 tribal drug courts, which refer substance users in the criminal justice system to treatment and 
recovery services in lieu of jail.  This is a 48% increase in the number of tribal drug courts since 2001.
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Partnering with Indian Country Law Enforcement to Stop the Flow of Drugs

Since FY06, ONDCP has provided $1 million of High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) discretionary funds to IC 
law enforcement organizations to detect, deter, interdict, disrupt, and dismantle drug trafficking organizations.  
Several HIDTAs, including the Oregon HIDTA, Northwest HIDTA, Nevada HIDTA, New Mexico and Arizona Regions of the 
Southwest Border HIDTA, and Rocky Mountain HIDTA all partner with IC law enforcement and/or tribal officials.

On August 1, 2007, ONDCP’s Office of State, Local, and Tribal Affairs, hosted the first annual Native American 
Methamphetamine Conference in Phoenix, Arizona.  Roughly 300 tribal representatives attended. 

At ONDCP’s request, the National Drug Intelligence Center is preparing a Native American Drug Threat Assessment, 
which is slated for publication in April 2008.   It will provide a comprehensive review of drugs in IC, from trafficking 
patterns to drug use statistics.
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