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What Every American Should 
Know About Medical Marijuana 

Ten years of experience have demonstrated that State medical marijuana laws breed abuse, confusion, and 
crime. The following ten consequences have resulted from the passage of State-based medical marijuana laws: 

1) Medical marijuana laws make it easier for young people to use drugs. 
In California, high school students have been witnessed “openly smoking medical marijuana” in class under 
the protection of California’s medical marijuana laws. The teenagers were easily able to get medical marijuana 
cards for conditions such as “sleeplessness” and “stress.” 

(WBIR NBC, March 9th, 2007) 

2) Medical marijuana laws create an increase in drug-related violence. 
Since the first medical marijuana law passed in the United States, as many as 20 “legal” medical marijuana 
providers have been killed around the country, mostly in robberies. 

(Killing Highlights Risk of Selling Marijuana. New York Times, March 2nd, 2007). 

3) Medical marijuana laws generate citizen outrage. 
Citizens in states which have passed medical marijuana laws have grown tired of the marijuana-related crime, 
noise and abuse which medial marijuana dispensaries bring to neighborhoods. Since California passed its 
medical marijuana law, more than 90 cities and counties in the state have had to pass moratoriums or 
bans on the distribution of marijuana in their communities.  As a result of these abuses, only 24 out of 
California’s 58 counties now issue marijuana ID cards. 
(Vendor’s Reefer Sadness LA Times, December 27th, 2006, LA City Beat, La O’, Ana,  February 15th, 2007) 

4) Medical marijuana laws protect drug dealers. 
After Colorado legalized medical marijuana, a local CBS television station discovered that licensed medical 
marijuana providers were using medical marijuana laws to foster drug dealing.  In one instance, a CBS reporter 
asked Ken Gorman, (a licensed medical marijuana provider) how many people he had given marijuana to who 
weren’t sick, he responded by saying, “Hundreds….When we passed the [medical marijuana] law we 
passed a great, great law…There are so many holes in it that for us, the patient, police can’t do anything.”
 Ken Gorman admitted he didn’t have a medical condition  and “just wanted to get high.”  Gorman was
 killed a month later in a marijuana-related robbery. 
(CBS Denver, February 11th, 2007) 

5)   Medical marijuana laws generate huge profits for drug dealers. 
The average marijuana clinic in California makes $20,000 in profit each day.  Marijuana providers buy pot 
wholesale from street dealers and resell it for twice the amount. 
(Glazer, Andrew. Medical Marijuana Clinics Face Crackdown, Associated Press, March 11th, 2007.) 
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6) States which have passed medical marijuana laws have witnessed 
      widespread abuse of the system 

In North Hollywood, California alone, there are now more medical pot clubs than Starbucks outlets.  Less than 
two years ago, there were only four marijuana dispensaries in Los Angles. Today, there are more than 100.
 (Daily News Los Angeles, CA January 19th, 2007 – Santa Cruz Sentinel, As We See It: Medical marijuana abuse?, March 12, 2007) 

7) There is already a legal and FDA-approved medical marijuana pill 
      available for doctors to prescribe 

Marinol contains the synthetic form of THC (the psychoactive ingredient contained in marijuana), and is 
legally available for prescription by physicians whose patients suffer from pain and chronic illness. 

8) The founders of the U.S. medical marijuana movement have reversed 
      key positions of support for medical marijuana  

Rev. Scott Imler, Co-founder of Prop 215, has lamented the passage of the law stating that, “We created Prop. 
215 so that patients would not have to deal with black market profiteers. But today it is all about the 
money.  Most of the dispensaries operating in California are little more than dope dealers with store 
fronts.” Imler also said that medical marijuana has “turned into a joke.”  Steve Kubby, another Co-founder of 
medical marijuana stated in a letter to supporters on April 14th, 2006 that “Marinol is an acceptable, if not 
ideal,  substitute for whole cannabis in treating my otherwise fatal disease.” 
(Alternatives magazine, Fall, 2006 Issue 39, San Gabriel Valley Tribune 2/07, Message from Steve Kubby, Steve Kubby Released After Serving 62 
Days in Jail, April 14th, 2006) 

9) The FDA does not support medical marijuana 
In an advisory issued in April of last year, the FDA stated that state-based marijuana laws “are inconsistent 
with efforts to ensure that medications undergo the rigorous scientific scrutiny of the FDA approval process 
and are proven safe and effective under the standards of the FD&C Act.” 
(Inter-Agency Advisory Regarding Claims that Smoked Marijuana Is a Medicine, FDA, April 20th, 2006) 

10)  Major public health organizations do not support smoking marijuana 
        as medicine. 

The National Multiple Sclerosis Society, the American Medical Association and the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology all oppose the smoked form of marijuana as medicine.  Additionally, the Institute of Medicine 
has concluded that,“smoked marijuana should generally not be recommended for long term medical use.” 
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